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THE READER. 
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HIS Publicatioii is intended io femov* 
an objection to the Divine Origin of th0 
Gofpcl, tp promote Chriftian Morality arid tO 
ferve the Sick Poor of the Author*! Pftrifh iU 
Dublin. This work which he is publiftiiiig 
by fubfcription for their benefit cleared 266I. t 
with which furti he purchafed t\Vo debentures 
that will produce a permanerit Fund of tol. 
a year. Near 350!. which another work of 
his produced in 1795 were devoted then a$ 
the lol. a year will be in future to the po6f, 
without regard to religious diftinctiOns. Whe- 
ther the work is likely to lerve the caufe of 
Religion and Virtue the judicldus Reader 
will determine. 

This hiftpry is not intended to magnify 
the errors or vices of fe£ts ; but to render 
Chriftianity amiable by a dUplay^ 6f its ad- 
yantagesy and to ftrike 01ame into the tm* 

bcliitfvei: 
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M«^Mr X^M ttPiktB or derides fo ufeflil ati 
inftitution. The Author hopes his exertions 
have been more ufefuliy employed againfl: the 
cneiQies of the Gofpel in general, than if they 
haa been directed a^aisft fe6taries who, ^yhile 
they err in lome pomts, admit the fundamen- 
tal articles of our religion. 

To the iiitiai arguments for the Divine 
Authority" of th« GofpHel, this hiftory adds 
one which requires no extent of learning, 
nor any other than common powers of mind 
to comprehend it; namely, that Chrifiianity 
has aSually operated for the benefit of mankind 
and as might be expeiied from a religion proy^ 
f^ffif^ to be divine. . . . , , 

fiayW, ShafitftitiTy, Vt>ltairc» Rouffeati, tfib- 
ibbh and other infittd writers have endtavour- 
cd to prove ftli^ioti injurious or trfelefs — 2, 
Ifoufce '6f petftfcuttofis and troubles, of enthu- 
fiafih and ftii>cVftiti<>n. Could fuch a charjge 
•be iiiadfe gd6d the ^ire6l evidences of Chrif- 
tfehitfy \vodd have tittle weight ; fof were 
they las ftrohg as mathefnatical dcmbnftra- 
tibris they mtfft ftill 'be inftflfficfent to prove 
that^GoD W2CS the Atithor of a religioo which 
has a^lu^lly been injurious or levien ufclefs to 
Ills creatures. 

The auth&r of thfe following pages alcribes 
to Ch'riftianity the good deeds of its teachers, 
of religious princes and of ks prdftflors in 
general ; where thdfe deeds Hvfere the natural 
fruits of its letter 6r fpirit. A hiftory of the 
effciSlis' 6f Chriftiantty is 'necefia;rily confined 
jp its proper fruits ; and it is as neceflkrily 

fiient 
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fikjit On thf pride, avarice, ambitkiil, diffik* 
lutfiiefs and ot^ier vices ef its prcrifeflbrt. 
A detail of thofe vicesi and of the mifchieft 
done by i^pm/W Chri(Uans^ woold infiUfft bf 
a hiilory of tbe bad effects of irreli^iOQi «n4 
vhen placed iji tjbelr proper iigbt might Icrv^ 
to annoy the infidel almoft asisfleduaily as fi 
difplay of the betnetits which have refultecl 
from the Gicrfpel. We challenge tlie Hbleft 
champions of Deiftn to name a iitiglc Vict^ 
or .a fingle evil voluntarily infliflcd by one 
niian or one natjoji upon another, which cafi 
be fairly proved ajj offspring of the Chriftiatt 
fyftem, or which did not obvioufly arife frofit 
igiiarance of the Gpfpel, from perverfi^ns of 
it, from corruptions of it^ or from a dire& 
vioiaticm of its precepts. 
. Vi^ith regard to ^this hlftory in general* it 
msy be ob&rved that the inftances which i( 
exhibits of .chaAity, humility* benevc^encCf 
fQrgi!(^nefe9 &x* &£. are fittad to produce a 
more direift as well as more fatisfactory coiW 
viction of the Chriflian verity in plain mind!;^ 
than could be effected by the beft-conceiv^ 
theoretic reafojoing ; vifhile to underftandin^ 
of a higher character conclufions already 
fprmed will receive from fuch a detail thp 
moft valuable corroboration. In a p£af tio^ 
view alfo it is hc^d its tendency wijl 
not be unimportpnti Jntcrefting facts aip 
both more powerfully felt and wiU be lon^^ 
retained than dry argyment^-^and h^^Ses^ 
while th« preacher urges virtue on the avtk^ 
rky if ScrifturCf 1^ e^Coxi^fifiiutipns hi^ 

adduced 
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adduced of the happy influence of Chriftiatiir 
ty on individujlsj ramilies and communities 
will give to that authority all the.?idditional 
ftrength which ir is poflible for it to receive. \ 
It may not be improper to advert to a cir-' 
cumftance which it is fcarccly poffible to pafs* 
over without fome degree of notice. The' 
author of the article on RELIGION in the' 
Scotch Encyclopedia has thought proper to 
condemn M. Neckar for omitting, in his 
work on the Importance of Religious Opinions j ' 
*• to review the hiftory of pafl ages, in or- 
*^ der to difcover how far religious opinions 
** have aftually been injurious or beneficial ' 
^* to fociety**— oblerving at the fame time, 
that appeals to fa6l furnilh much ftronger 
arguments againft the fceptic than the dry 
fpeculat ions employed, by M. Neckar. Ho\tr 
farthefe animadverfions apply to that writer's 
very elegant work it is not my province to * 
determine : but I prefume it might be ftated 
with truth that to. fearch for tne neceflary 
fa6lg through the numerous volumes of civil 
and ecclefiaftical hiftory, and then to fele6t 
and arrange them in inch order and mefthod 
as the obje6l would require, \yas a work of 
too niuch labour to be expefted from a man "■ 
engaged i n fo many other bufmeffes — and it 
does not appear that there^ was any fuch 
compilation ready formed to his hand. The 
Eocyclopedift however fcems to fpeak as if' 
he^ hinile4,f had the. merit of fuppl^'ing this * 
d6f*e6b.; I '{hourd ' Be forry to rob hirt of his 
due; yet 1 cannot but obferve, that if fimi- 

larity 



larity of attahgement, coincidence of matter 
both as to infertion and omiflion — identical 
words and fometimes whole feritencesP— be • 
proofs of one author having confulted aho-' 
ther, then have I reafon to conclude that the' 
Britifh Encjrclopedift whofe work appeared 
in 1795 was not unacquainted with the firft' 
volume of 'my work which had been pub- 
lifhed :fcven years before. If this be lo, with 
what fhadow of confiftency does he c6nfurc 
M. Neckar, and yet give no hint of his own 
obligations to the labour of another ? 

The chief improvements of this fecond 
Edition confift in the omiffion of certain 
parts of the firft, and the lubftitution of more 
pertinent matter which the author had not 
met with when the firft was ^ubliftied. Moft: 
Of the additions occur in the third chapter 
and comprize thele particulars : The Goipel 
and its teachers rendered its firft converts lefs 
illiberal than their Heathen or Jewifti ancef- 

tors ^it reftrained the vices and violences 

of princes improved the condition of fe- 
males checked the lale of men abated 

the rigours of fervitude protetled widows 

and orphans againft injultice — orphan prin- 
ces againft ufurpers — monarchs againft rebel- 
lious iubjects — lubje6ls againft oppreflion and 
exadlion — the weak againft the powerful in 
fuits at law — and the lliipwrecked againft 

plunderers ; it abated the violence of war 

oetwecn different nations and among tel- 

low-lubjecls reconciled differences amoiij 

neighbours-~~difcouraged duels, joufts an( 

tourna- 



on the Aiab&-*£tbiopians— 'PerfiflLDS-xo'Anneor 
iaa»— Spaoiards-* BeiB-v^AlamaiiDi-^HefliaAis 
-TpBdgyiwy'-'^Mouyiaias-g-R.ttin^.i? i^-^ Prufl^ 
aggi IJyoniaas, and otbrr nations. My fixi( 
BcUtion and the article Rfili^^on in tbe £^/^ 
clopedin aje iUeot •on tboib ^ippy x^cts. 
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CHAP. I. 
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CHAP. I. Y 

The«pi At is univerfally allowed that huitiaA 

diency and laws wcrc inftitutcd to prcvcnt injuftice, to pro- 
humw °^ ^^^ ^"^ weak, to rcftrain the turbulent, to en- 
Uwf. courage virtue, and to promote the peace and 
intereQ: of fociety. If human laws do not 
uniformly produce thefe falutary. effefts, the 
original intention of entering into Ibciety is fa 
far fruftrated as thofe laws arc defcftive. Buc 
die following conQderations evince, that laws 
are not produdive of all the advantages which 
they were intended to produce. Being the 
compofitions of weak, ignorant or prejudiced 
men, they arc not always juft; and when juft, 
cannot provide ' againfl: all diforders in political 
conftitutions. They are frequently obfcure, 
equivocal and liable to mifinterpretation \ and 
the plained and mod: fimple are often wrefted 
from their obvious meaning and intention. Po« 
litical laws, ever attentive to the external ac^ 
tions of men, forbid only fuch enormities as 
are evidently pernicious to fociety, and plainly 
dcftruftive of human happincfs. They take 
no cognizance of trifling errors, which (ome- 
times lead to or terminate in ferious mifchiefs; 
do not prohibit ingratitude, detra6lion and 
breaches of promife, nor reprefs pride, ava- 
rice, ambition, malice and revenge, which are 
adverfe to the peace and welfare of fociety. 
There are fevcral virtues which the civil ma- 
giftrace could not enforce by penal laws, with- 
out confiderable inconvenience. Were men 
conftrained to hofpitality, liberality, benefi- 
cence, truth, gratitude, fincerity and other du- 
ties, it muft dettroy the merit of virtues, the free 
cxcrcife of which conftitutcs no fmall part of 
great and amiable charadUrs. Human laws do 

not 
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not compel men to the praftice of there virtues; ^^^^^^^ 
a man may omit them with impunity, tho' they ' ' 
contribute to the happinefs and ornament of 
fociecy. Civil inftitutions cannot rellrain fuch 
irregularities as refult from our natural appe* 
cites; and are fo far from effedting this defirable 
end, that they rather inflame than control the 
palTions. In a date of nature, men's wants are 
few and their appetites moderate; while im- 
.proved civil fociety creates artificial wants, and 
numberlefs contefts arife from luxury and ava«- 
rice* Upon the whole it is evident that humaa 
laws are not always ju(t> univerfal and deter* 
minate; do not refirain intemperance, regulate, 
the thoughts, meliorate the heart, nor promote 
the general praftice of virtue. ' 

The infuifEcicncy of human laws will more Human 
fully appear by a confideration of rewards and /*"^f^'^ 
punifhmcnts, which have been thought necef- *°*^*^ * 
fary to enforce the obfervance of them. As to 
rewards, they could not be eftablifhed in amy 
nation ; becaufe, " were the exercife of every 
*^ virtue to be enforced by the propofal of par- 
** ticular rewards, it would be impolTible for 
any ftate to furnifh (lock for fo profufc a 
bounty C^/\ The payment of fuch re- 
wards by taxes would be impoffiblc; no gov- 
ernment being able to bribe every member to 
an obfervance of its laws. The following ob* 
fervations evince, that human laws muft be im- 
perfcdl in refpeft to puniftiments. The civil 
magiftrate being unable in all cafes clearly to 
prove the crime againft an offender; the latter 
evades the law and efcapes its penalties. 
Should he be found guilty, he hopes for impu- 

(ij Blickftonc's Comment. Incrod, Sedl. ix. i. 
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CHAP r. j^ity from his own cunning, or from the Irnity 
'"''^ or corruption of the judge; and (hould he be 
punifhed, the penalty is not always proportioned 
to the ofifence If then rewards and punifti- 
ments are the fupports of human laws, as they 
are allowed to be; and if civil inftitutions are 
in numberlefs inftances dtftitute of thofe fup- 
ports j ic is evident that without fome other 
prop^ the fabric of human laws muft in fome 
degree be unfupported> and fo far fail of the end 
they propofe, 

^,^'^^^^t It is generally acknowledged, that a lively 
to rcmedy^fenfc of thc divine attributes is the beft expc- 
per/c(^ns.dicnt fof enforcing morality, and remedying 
dcfedls in the laws of every country. Thc moft 
important human laws are founded on natural^ 
and denounce civil penalties on crimes already 
prohibited by the laws of nature or of God* 
Hence tho' a criminal fhould efcape here the 
punifhment due to his offences ; yet if acquaint- 
ed with true religion, it will inform him, he can- 
not efcape the all^fceing eye of thc Supreme 
Being, whofe juftice requires the punifhment of 
offenders. By true religion is underftood a fenfc 
of the being and attributes of God, difcovered 
by tradition from thc patriarchs, by revelation, 
by reafon, or by all of them together. Refined 
ideas of God have been derived, with fome pro- 
bability, from ancient tradition; with certainty, 
from the mofaic, prophetic and evangelical wri- 
tings; and obfcurcl)^, if at all, from chededuc- 
^ tions of reafon. It might be cxpefted, in point 
of order, that we (hould begin with exhibiting 
the efFeds of the patriarchal religion, and of 
that fyftem of fuperftition which prevailed in 
the world before the promulgation of the mofaic 
law : But as hiftory is not fufficiently clear on 

cither 
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cither of theFe points ; we arc obliged to confine cha?. i. 
ourfelvcs to the efFefts of true and fallc religion 
fubfequent to that period. We fhall fcc in the 
courfe of this work, what effeft true religion is 
calculated to produce; and how it remedies the 
imperfedions of civil eftablilhments* 

Moft of the evils experienced by mankind Tme rcii- 
have originated from avarice, ambition, luxury, S^^promote 
cruelty or oppreffion. True religion, by reftrain-^*»« ''^pp*- 
ing thelc vices, tends to prevent human mifery,viduai» smd 
and to promote the happinefs of individuals and^****- 
communities. The avarice of private perfons 
renders them wretched in themfelves and con- 
temjJtible to others; while this vice drives prin- 
ces to fuch exaction as generally caufes the mi- 
fery of multitudes. Ambition prompts kings 
to facrifice the lives of their (ubjcftsj luxury 
leads to poverty and venality; and rebellion or 
fcrvitudc is the cfFeft of oppreffion. Good 
princes, who had a confidence in their fubjedtsj 
have lived happily and fecurely; whereas wick- 
ed kings were banifhed, or lived in a conftant 
dread of being murdered or depofcd. A learned 
writer f^J maintains that the temporal happinefs 
of individuals and ftates was advanced by an 
attention to religion and virtue; 2^nd that irre- 
ligion and immorality have been ruinous to 
communities. This author has divided the* 
hittory of the Ninevites, Babylonians, Egyp- 
tians, Tyrians, Carthaginians, Greeks, Ro- 
mans, Germans and other nations, into differ- 
ent periods; and maintains that each of them 
was moft profperous, when they deviated lead 
from religion and virtue. 

(e) Bozittt de ruinii sencium k regaonim adverfas impioa 
iditkQi. 

Religion 
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CHAF. I. Religion is a powerful preventive of cor* 
\u rentie.i- ruptiop in judgcs i and oaths are the moft ef* 

pcft^to^^^^^^^* means of iiifcovering the truth, in 
judges and matters relating to life and property. The 

f Hn<^Tand ^*'^^^ty ^f c«ths IS foundc d cn a fenfe of 
fubjc^s. the omniprcfencc and jufiice of God ; and the 
expediency of thofe folcmn appeals will appear, 
by confidering their influence upon judges and 
witneflcs, upon fovereigns and their fubjefts, . 
Human laws being often ambiguous, fometimes 
obfcure, and never univerlal; the decifion 
inuft depend much on the integrity of the judge 
whofe duty and oath require him to fupply de- 
ficiencies, and elucidate obfcurities by a fair 
find fimple interpretation, by an impartial ap- 
plication of laws to particular cafes, and by at* ' 
tending to the original intention and fpirit of 
the legiflator. The veracity of witneffes cited 
in courts of juftjcealfo depends on their miijds 
being impreffed with fcntiments of reh'gion^ 
The more difinterefted men are, the more 
weighty their teftimony ; and none furely arq 
xpore difinterefted than the truly reIigious,whQ 
confider a prefent unjuft advantage as trifling 
and mean, when compared to that which is 
future and eternal, ^lor is religion lefs ufe- 
ful to princes and their fubjefts : for what cian 
add more weight to a fupremc magiftrate, 
than a full ^flqrance of his piety and impar- 
tiality in difpenfiug jultice, and enforcing the 
laws ? Befides, the faithfiil execution ot laws 
depends in fome mfafure upon the faired oa:h 
whereby ,the prince is bound to adpinifter 
them with equity, §ndto ad according to 
the truft repofed in hini by his people. A 
ruler might, perhaps, by the dread of his pow- 
fsr, compcj his fubjefts to an obferyance ot his 
Jjwsj but wicbout a confcientiousconcunence 
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of the will, nO finccre obedience is to be ex- p^^^- ^- 
pefted. The religious principle attaches fol- 
diers to their .contimanders, renders fovereigns 
mild and jufc in their adminifcration, and Tub* 
jcfts loyal, and obedient to their prince. 
** Such is the force which religion hath to 
qualify all forts of men, and to render them 
in public affairs the more ferviceable j go- 
vernors, apt to rule with confcience j infe- 
riors, for confcience fake the more willing 
to obey." This is the teftimony of the ju-» 
dicious Hooker (d) ; nor is that of the learn- 
ed Montefquieu {e) lefs ft'ong toourpurpo'e, 
" A prince who loves and fears religion, - fays 
*' he, is as a lion who ftoops to the hand that 
'* ftrokes, or to the voice that appeafes him : 
•* he who fears and hates religion, is like the 
" wild beafc th^t growls and bites the chain 
" which prevents his flying on the paffenger : 
*' he who has no religion, is that terrible ani- 
** mal who perceives his liberty, only when 
" he tears to pieces and devours." Since 
then religion produces fuch excellent effe6ts> 
where the conduft of both prince and people 
is dire6led by known Uws ; how much more 
ufeful mufi: it be in defpotic governments, 
where the fovereign is abfolute, and where the 
people have no fecurity from oppreffion but in 
the humanity of the prince ? What can fo 
fof ten the defpot, as a ftrong fenfe of a Being to 
whom he muft account for his adlions, and who 
will reward or puniih him according to his 
works ? It will appear in the third Chapter of 
this hiftory, that Chriftianity actually reftrain-* 
ed defpotifm and oppreffion in different parts 
qH Chriftendom. 

{d) Hooker. Eccl Pol. Book t. Seft t, 
\f) t'Efprit des Lolx, tiv. xxiv. cli. 4. 

Some 
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CHAP. r. Some ancient nations and ancient philofo* 
Source of phcrs entertained exalted ideas of the attri* 
true re- by^es of God. Noah, having been one hun- 
mong the dred years old at the deluge, and acquainted 
tncienu, ^j^j^ ^j^^ religion, morality, agriculture, and 
arts of the antediluvian world, was well quali^i* 
fied to inltruft his family and defcendants ia 
the knowledge and praftice of them. It is 
natural to fuppofe the fecond father of rnan« 
kind imprefied a ftrong fenfe of the attributes 
of God, and the necefllty of a moral condudb^ 
on the minds of his children His elcape from 
the general deftrudlion muft have made hiiiA 
contemplate the goodnefs and forbearance o£ 
God with pleafure and gratitude ; and his 
power, wifdom andjaftice, with awe, admU 
ration and a dread of offending. He mufc 
have told his family, that the antediluvian world 
were incorrigibly wicked, and deftroycd, not 
only for their crimes but for an example to 
pofterity. Hence his difciples muft hav^ been 
inftrufted in religious and moral precepts, and 
have' conveyed each of them the fame inftruc- 
tion to his children and defcendants Tradition^ 
no doubt, was the fource from which the na^ 
tions and fages of antiquity drew rational ideas 
of the being and attributes of God. It appear^ 
from Eufebms (f) that fcveral ancient nations 
had nearly the fame ideas of a Supreme being; 
nor is this improbable i fince all fprqng from 
the fame origin, and the Noachian traditions 
muft have continued uncoriupted in all nation^ 
for fome time after the delugf. The Medes 
imd Pcrfians, who are fuppoibd to be the off* 
fpring of Shem, Noah's Son, probably retain- 
ed their ancient patriarchal religion apd cuflorn^ 

(P Pr*P* Evan^. Lib. i. 
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without material alteration, for a confidcr- p**^ \ 
able time. Hence the Ptrfians believed 
the Supreme Being was eterna-, uncreated^ 
incorruptible^ incorporeal, and oncompounded^ 
the greateft and bed of beings^ the creator of 
foul and body, of light and darknefs, and prior 
to all things (gj. Their Sadder (bj, or fa-* 
cred book, though blended with falfe opinions, 
aboundji with excellent moral precepts; and 
requires men to begin the day with prayer^ 
praife, and thankfgivings unto God; to be chafte 
in their bodies, honeft in their dealings, and 
to (hun pleaiiire, pride, robbery and revenge^ 
The ancient Indians alfo encertained fublime 
ideas of the Supreme Being. They maintained 
that the governor of rhe world pervades it as a 
(bul$ that. he is immortal and bountiful, and 
knoweth, ruleth and preferveth all things ; that 
the human foul is a particle of the divinity, fur^ 
vives the body, and returns to God to be re- 
warded or punifhed (i). It appears from the 
Vedam (kj orfacred book of the Indians, that 
they believed in a Supreme Being, who is fim-t 
pie, invifible, immutable, eternal, wife, holy, 
true, good and merciful. The primitive Chinefe 
had re6ned ideas of God ; and worlhipped him 
under the . appellation of Shangti or Tyen, 
They confidered him as eternal and always ac- 
tive, the fovereign emperor, intelligent, in- 
comprehenfible, omnipotent, the felf-exiftent 
unity, which produced all things by his 
power, jyft, good and merciful, who^ rewards 
gr puaifties either here or hereafter, whole 

(g) Ib« Cap. .Tii. and Hyde Hift, Relig. vet Perfanim* 

(A) Hjde prope fineni| 

ft) pruckeri Hift. Critica, Lib. iu cap. 4; yol. x 

juflice 
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CHAP. Ljuflj^-e is love, and whofc pumfliments ari* 
^-mercies (/). However, the fublime ideas' 
which were entertained of God by thofe an- 
cient nations, were in procefs of time blended 
with falfe and unworthy opinions. Hillory' 
does not accurately inform us, how true religion 
became corrupted ; but acquaints us with many 
of the corruptions, and with the effects of chem. 
Even the corruptions were ufeful in the hands 
of wife men, but in procefs of time produced 
direful effcAs on the morals of the people. The 
hiftory of thofe corruptions, evinces the excel- 
lence of that religion which is adapted to pre- 
vent or remove them. The knowledge of 
true religion tends to abolifh falfe opinions, and 
the various inconveniencies which flow from' 
them to individuals and communities. Did men 
know and pra6life its precepts, thofe inconve- 
niencies would have been removed j and many 
. of them aftually were abolilhed by the JewUh' 
and Chriftian revelations. Men always did, and 
ever will entertain fome idea of a Supreme 
Being ; but the human mind, where it has not 
been properly direfted, has generally attached 
itfelf to unworthy objefts, the worfhip of 
which has been detrimental to fociety. The' 
crimes perpetrated in conformity to the preju- 
dices of the Gentiles, furnifli an argument in 
lupport of that religion which tends to re- 
move thofe prejudices. The bad efFcfts re- 
lulling from falfe religion or from corruptions 
cf the true, point out to rulers, how much it is 
their duty to dire6l the minds of their fubjefts 
to the proper objeft of worfhip, in order to ob- 
tain the advantages which flow from true religi- 
9n,or CO prevent the inconveniepcies which have 

\(If See Ramfay'j Philofophical priaciples, vol ii> ch. \ 

aafcm 
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arifen from the falfc. If the lan.1 be not fowed ^^^ 
wirh good feed, it will be ov.^rgrown with nox- 
ious weeds; fuperftition or enthufiafm will oc-^ 
cupy the place of true religion, and be inftru« 
nienral in promoting the fchemes of the wicked 
and deligntng. In treating on Gentilifm, we 
fhall not trouble our readers with the fables 
ahd genealogies of the Heathen Gods and God-- 
deflfes which arc known to every fchool-boy; 
but (hall make fuch obfervations on the popular 
religion of the Romans, Greeks, Egyptians, 
&c. as may enable men to perceive its tendency 
and efFrfts. 

The hiftory of all ancient nations aflfures us, Oood cf« 
that religion was not originally devifcd to fervej^l'fj^'f' 
the purpofes of government. The inhabitants the handsof 
of every ancient kingdom entertained religious ^^* ^^^ 
opinions prior to the eftablifliment of civil po- 
lities; nor could founders of dates or wife law- 
givers, , if fefc to themfelves, have ever rclifhed 
the grofs fuperftitions, which they eftabliihed 
among the Heathens. But, having found the 
people fuperftitious they complied with their 
prejudices, and direAed their fuperftitions fo as 
' to advance their own political defigns. Aided 
by falfc religion, they enforced the praftice of 
particular virtues, fbftened the manners of a 
rugged people, or ufed it as an inftrument in 
extending their conquefts. That falfe religion 
was cultivated in different nations for political 
pgrpofes, appears from hence,that the chief men 
m almofl every (late aflfumed the direftion of 
all matters relative to their fuperftitions. Am* 
philochus and Mopfus were kings of the Argives 
^nd alfo Augurs (m)\ and the Spartan princes 

(ffif CicerQ 49 Piyia. Lib^ i. Cap. 40. 4t« 

00 
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CHAP. I. on their acceffion to the throne were obliged to 
afiume the facerdotal fundtion. Anius was a 
trmporal prince and alfo a prieft of Apollo (n) ; 
and Priam had his Ton Helenus and his 
daughter Caflkndra inftrufted, the former in 
augury, and the latter in prophecy. According 
to Tully (o)^ no pcrfon could have been king of 
PcrSa, who was not previoufly acquainted with 
the difcipline and wifdom of the Magi. For* 
fncrly the Japanefe emperors were Dairos or 
fovcreign pontiffs; and the emperor of China 
pofleffed the pontifical funftion, as the mod 
exalted perfon to do homage to Shangti (p). 
Thcfeus (q) committed the care of religion and 
the interpretation of facred matters to the no* 
bility; Lycurgusfrjconfulted Apollo, previous 
to the ettablifhment of his political inftitutions 5 
and the laws of Solon (f) and thofeof the 12 
tables were not inattentive to religion. Thefc 
men did not take a fuperficial view of human 
nature, like fome ancient and modern unbe- 
lievers; but were acquainted with the tempers 
and capacities of mankind from experience and 
obfcrvation. Confcious of their own infuffi- 
ciency for condufling their political plans, and 
having found the minds of their fubjefts im- 
preffed with fome idea of religion, they judged 
it expedient to give the religious principle luch 
a diredkion as might advance their defigns. To 
accoropUfh this end, they pretended to an in- 
tercourfe with fome deity from whom they pro- 
fcffcd to have received their civil inftitutions. 
The Egyptian legiflators pretended to have re- 
ceived their laws from Amafis and Mnemes, 
Zoroafter the Badtrian from Vefta, the Cretans 

•m 

(n) Virff. JEn. iii. So« (9) ib. (f) Mod. Unir. Hift, 
Vol. iii Folio Introd. to Hid, of China, ; 

Cf J Plutarcll, (r) ib. (f) ib. 

Minoi 
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Minos and Rhadamanthus from Jupiter, Ly- chap, u 
curgus from Apollo, Romulus from Confus, 
and Numa from Egeria. Lawgivers and found- 
ers of dates employed religion, in fupplying the 
dcfefts of their laws and the weakncfs of their 
authority ; nor was any regular government 
ever cftablilbed without ibme mode of worftiip: 
as if the former was defcftive without the lat- 
ter, and the one a neceffary appendage to the 
other. We Ihall now perceive the ufe which 
was made of falfc religion by the wifeft of the 
Heathens, TJiefe men inculcated reverence 
for an oath, deified Truth, Juftice, Concord 
and Fidelity, and erefted temples in honour of 
them. The Romans built temples not only to 
thefe, but to Viftory and Liberty; and poured 
out their fupplications before the altar of Fear, 
that their troops might not be difmayed in the 
hour of danger. That a veneration even for 
falfe gods contributed to make oaths binding, 
leagues obligatory, and compafts inviolable, ap- 
pears from the following paflage of Cicero's (t) 
ad book of laws: "Who can deny the utility of 
** thefe opinions, that knows how many things 
** derive authority from the obligation of an oath, 
** and what advantage the religious obfcrvance 
^* of treaties produces.?" A celebrated writer ('a J 
obfcrves that Nunia, in order to render private 
contradts obligatory, deified Fidelity, built a 
temple to it, and inltituted facrifices in honour 
of it. He expefted, fays this antiquary, that 
a regard for this virtue, difFufed thro' the ftate, 
would be gradually communicated to each in- 
d'viduai; nor was he herein miftaken. Faith 
became fo refpefted, that fhe had more weight 

(t) Cap. vii. (u) Dion Halicarn. Cap. Ixxv. p. 75. £dit» 
Oxoo. 1714. 

than 
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CHAP, i^ than witnrflcrs or oaths; and magiftratcs ia di^ 
ficult ca(c& ufed fometimes to rcil the detcrmi* 
nation of a caufc on the Faith of the conct nding 
parties. A Greek hiftorian (v)y fpeaking (^ 
the Romans, regrets the degeneracy of bis owa 
countrymen who were on the decline; wbilp 
the Romans were making large ftrides towards 
univerfal empire. He afHrros that their fore- 
fathers introduced thofe notions of the gods and 
of a future (late wifely » and that the prefeot 
generation betrayed great weaknefs in rejeding 
them, and appeals to fadts for the truth of hia 
alTertion. *' In Greece/* fays he, '* they who are 
^< entruded with the public money, tho' it bp. 
<< but one talent, and tho' they fhould give a 
<^ tenfold fecurity before twenty witncficsj yet 
*' cannot be prevailed on to keep their faiths 
^* while among the Romans it is as rare to find 
" any offending in this way." The Romans 
w< re taught by the laws of the twelve tables 
that the violation of an oath brought down the 
wrath of God upon the perjured, and branded 
them with infamy and difgracc among men. 
As an encouragement to valour, diefe laws (w) 
enjoined honour not only to thofe gods who 
were always deemed fuch, but alfo to Hercules, 
Efculapius, Romulus, Caftor and Pollux, who 
were deified for their merits. Thofe laws pro- 
hibited men to worfhip any vice; and required 
them to deify thofe commendable qualides by 
which heroes obtained heaven, namely, under- 
Handing, virtue, piety and fidelity. Such were 
the happy effefts even of falfe religion, whea 
under the dire£tion of wife and good men ! 

(v) Polyb. Lib. tI Cap. 34. 

(m) See Roiiai Antiq. Lib. flii. Cap. 6» 

Among 
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Among the ancient Heathens, fcarcely any ^^^^J^ 
war was waged, any peace concluded, anyE^f^as of 
new form of government eftabliftied, or any ^^J^* 
new law enafted without confuiting the oracles* 
They were fometimes hired to return anfwers 
adapted to particular purpofes ; and Vandale 
has proved, that in many inftances, they ori* 
ginated in the craft of dcfigning men, and in 
ttic blind credulity of the ignorant and fuper* 
ftitious. Philip of Macedon, having been de- 
Grous of a peace with the Athenians, bribed 
the Delphic prieftefs to prophefy de(lru6tion to 
tbofe who waged war againft him(;c) ; and the 
Alcmasonides, who were expelled from Athens 
by the Pififtratidae, had recourfe to indireft 
praftices for the purpofe of inducing her to ex- 
oort the Spartans to deliver Athens from fer- 
vitude fyj. That oracles ferved as political 
coatrivances, appears from the anfwers which 
were ufiially made to thofe who confulted them* 
The Athenians having confulted the oracle of 
Apollo, relative to the mode of worlhip which 
they (hould adopt; the oracle commanded 
them to adhere to the religion of their ancef-* 
tors {zj. Ambiguity and obfcurity were their 
gpneral charafberiftics ; and the priefls return- 
ed fuch anfwers as gratified the confultors, and 
fuited their own purpofes, or thofe of their 
Tulcrs. In cafes where the refponfes were more 
explicit, if the event did not correfpond with 
the'predi£tion« the prielts imputed the failure 
to fome error in the interpretation, or to forae 
defcft in the mode of confuiting the oracle, 
la the loth year of the fiege of Veii, the Ro- 
nuQ foldiers importunately demanded permif- 

(^) Demofth. Philippics. fy) HerodoC. Lib. v« 

f s j TulL de lej^. Lib. ii. cap. iG. 

fion 
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'• fion to return home. But the Atbati iaktf 
having overflowed, they were cafily prevailed 
on to perGft in the fiege, by an oracular decla- 
ration, that the city of Veii would be taken 
the very year in which the lake overflowed (a). 
The following fad evinces, that the priefts 
turned to their own ufe a large proportion of 
the donations made to the temples where they 
prefided. When the Romans confulted the 
oracle about the overflowing of the Alban 
lake, we find, towards the conclufion of the 
Delphic anfwer, that the intercfl: of the temple 
dnd pried was not forgotten nor difregarded. 
•^ When you have ended the war, fays the God, 
" and vanquiftied your enemies, bring ample 
** offerings and donations to my temples" (b). 
Cities where oracles were confulted, were in- 
habited by poets, augurs, arufpices, and other 
minifters of religion ; but chiefly by inn-' 
keepers, by fellers of frankincenfe, of fpices 
and of beafts for facrifice. Thofe impoftors 
dilpatehed emiflaries to difl:ant regions, to pro- 
pagate the fame of oracles; and employed 
ipjes, to obtain intelligence of the buQnefs of 
confultors. An extraordinary impofture was 
praftifed by the oracle of Trophonius, on 
thofe who confulted it. He who defcended • 
into the cave of this God, to confult his ora- ' 
cle, was required to drink inebriating waters y 
and jugglers failed not to praftife various de- 
ceptions on him during his intoxication. While 
the confultor was befide himfelf, or otherwife 
unguarded; the priefl:s, by overhearing his 
prayers to Trophonius, or by the intelligence 
of his domeftics, difcovered his bufinefs, and 
were prepared in their refponfes. Sometimes 

(a) Liv. Lib. v. cap, 15 A: i6 (h) ib. 

they 
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they protraftcd the time by prayers, facrificC8,^HAP^* 
ablutions and inlpedion of the bowels of ani- 
mals i in hopes 01 obtaining in the interim fume 
hint of the errand of the confultors {c). 

Let us now take a view of the political ef-Effe^ of 
feds of Heathenifm in the Roman republic, "morti» 
and in other ancient and civilized ftates. Hea- '"^^'■"*' . 
then rulers, having been in a great meafure [he ^ro« 
ftrangcrs to true religion, employed the falfe"^*'*'^ 
to the ufeful purpofe of reftraining the feroci« 
ty of rude and uncultivated focieties. Livy^d) 
aflures us, this was the objeft of the religious 
rites inftituted by Nunu; and (^ Curtius (^) 
pbferves, that falfe religion is a powerful re-* 
ftraint on barbarians who are cruel) fickle and 
ungovernable, unreftrained by that principle. 
As to the influence of Gentilifm in the Romau 
empire, let us examine its political eiFedts at the 
election of kings, in aflemblies of the people, 
in peace and war. At the eledlion of Numa, 
the augur, having marked out the divifions of 
the heavens with his curved ftafF, and laid his 
right hand on the king's head, thus addielTed 
a prayer to Jupiter: " We pray you, father 
** Jupiter (/), if you approve of this Numa, 
'* whofe head I hold, for king of Rome, to 
*' give fome (ign of your approbation within 
*5 thofe limits which I marked out with my 
'^ ftafF/' Not only in this inflance, but in slU 
moft every entcrprize civil or military, the 
Romans drew prefagcs of the event from the 
flight or chirping of birds, firom the entrails 
(^ beafb, from the anfwers of oracles, book 

(e) See Vandale Differt. de oracuUi 

C<0 Lib. I, cap. 19* (*) Lib.iv. cap. 39^ 

(f) UV| Lib. I, cap. 18. 

dreamt 
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CHAP. I. dreams and prodigies (^). In all thcfc ca{cs 
the pricfts were the interpreters, and explained 
things in fuch a manner as fuitdi their politi- 
cal convenience. Magiftrates were depofcd, 
and public afTemblies adjourned or diilolveds 
when thunder and lightning came firom the left; 
nor was it lawful to hold aflemblies while there 
was thunder or lightning {b). In Rome, ig- 
norance and fuperftition were the bulwarks of 
the patrician prerogatives againft the encroach- 
ments of the plebeians. This latter c'afs were 
perpetually inftigated by the tribunes to extorc 
from the nobles a fhare in the public offices, the 
exclufive poflfefTion of which had been claimed 
by the patricians. But of all the artifices of 
thefe men to countera£t and defeat the defigns 
of the plebeians, fuperrtition was the chief. By 
its influence, they depoied magiftrates, and 
prorogued popular aflemblies ; and by itsmeaiis 
enlarged their own authority, and abridged 
that of the people. In the year of Rome, 
^56, the military tribunes were all except one 
cledtcd from the plebeians. The fame year a 
pl^ue and famine having raged at Rome ; the 
patricians took advantage of the terrors and 
credulity of the people, to inveigh againft the 
innovation as the caufe of thofe difafters. By 
maintaining that the Gods were angry at the 
admiflion of the plebeians to any part of the 
confular dignity, the patricians prevailed oil 
the pieople to reftore the ancient mode of elec- 
tion, and to choofe the military tribunes of 
the fubfequent year out of their own body(i). 
After Rome had been deftroyed by the Gauls, 
he people, urged on by the tribunes, were with 

Tf) "Tun denat. deor. Lib. ii. cap 65. 

(i; De Divin. Lib. ii, cap. 18. Q) Liv. Lib. v. cap. 14 

difficulty 
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difficulty prevented from removing to Veii, and ^^l^ 
making that city the feat of empire ; and were' 
diverted from their purpofe by a fpecch of Ca» 
millus, the concluiion of which was a pathetic 
^drefs to the prejudices of a fuperftitious 
people. " Here, in this city, fays that general, 
•* have been preferv^d the facred fires of Vefta ; 
** here the (hiclds fent down from heaven, have 
•* been depofited ; while we remain in this ci- 
•• ty, we may be certain of the protedion of 
" the Gods (*)•" 



Few Roman generals would hazard ah cn-Effefis of 

g^gement or undertake any expedirion without J^^Rom^ria 
confulting the miniiters of religion, who judged time oi 
of the event from the eafe or difficulty with^*^* 
which a viAim was led to the altar, or from 
other particulars. If it ftruggled on receiving 
the blow, if it ran away> if the entrails fell 
out of the prieft^s hands, or if certain animals 
croffed the way to the left ; in all thefe cafes it 
was reckoned a fure ffgn of the difpleafure of 
the Gods. When an ox led to be facrificed> 
advanced with an ea^ air, in a right line, and 
without refiftance, it was accounted a good 
omen ; whereas his refiftance, his windings and 
his manner of falling, gave rife to various inter* 
pretations. The arufpices examined the entrails 
of vifbims I and concluded the Gods approved of 
aprojeft, if they were found, and condemned 
it if they were defeftive. The Romans ima - 
pncd the facred chickens were never neglefted 
without lofs, nor attended to without fuccefs ; 
and fuppofed thefe birds could give fitter in- 
formation when to rifque a battle than the 
nofc experienced captains. In confequence 

(^J lU Cap. 54. 
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y^P" \ of this opinioDj the generals of thofc days were 
fo attentive to fuperftitious rices, that they 
ufually fufpended an entcrprize, until they con- 
fulted the chickens and their keeper about the 
event. Upon their feeding greedily or only 
icattering their food was thought to depend the 
iuccefs of a battle, often the fate of a kingdom 
or ftate s and the commander who treated them 
with difrefpe6): was certain of being deemed 
impious, and the occafion of public calamities. 
In the firft Punic war, the chickens having 
been confulted by offering them food, and the 
birds having declined it ; Claudius Pulcher ja 
anger flung them into a pool of water, that 
they might drink, as he exprefled it, (ince they 
refufed to eat (/). Luciiius obferved that this 
inftance of impiety and ridicule of the Gods 
was the caufe of a defeat at (ea, and of great 
grief to the author and to his country ; and 
adds, that the inattention of his colleague Ju« 
nius to the aufpices was fuppofed to have oc« 
cafioned the lofs of a fleet in a ftorm. There* 
fore, fays Luciiius {m)^ Claudius Pulcher was 
condemned by the people, and Junius put 
himfelf to death ; and relative to thefe melan- 
choly events, Cicero (n) obfervcs, that the re- 
public was enlarged during the command of 
men who had been attentive to religion. The 
hiftory of the ancient Romans may convince 
us, their fuperftitions affifted them in extending 
their conqucfts. They rarely ventured a bat- 
tle without a ftrong perfuafion of the approba- 
tion of the Gods, fignified to them by the va- 
rious means already pointed out. AfTured 6t 
the divine protedtion, they marched into th^ 

(1) Val. Max. Lib. i cap. 4. 

(m) Tull. dc nit. D«or, Lib, li cap. 3. Wib. 
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v^ field of battle, infpired with religious confi- p^^^- '; 
dence; and fought with that intrepidity which 
commonly enfures fucoefb. So great was the 
influence of fuperltition on the Roman officers 
and foldiers, that Cicero {o) afcribcs to it the 
extraordinary fortitude with which they en* 
countered dangers and difficulties. In confe* 
quence of it, generals often raflily expofed 
themfelves to certain death, rufhed blindfold 
among their enemies, and devoted themfelves 
to the Gods for the fervice of the republic. 
Nothing could more forcibly excite Ibldiers 
to tnartial achievements than to fee their com«- 
manders animated by enthufiafm ; nor fo ftrike 
terror into foes as- to fee their antagonifts ru(h 
forward, unawed by danger, unterriBed by death* 
The fame author fjp) afferts that the inftru- 
ments to which the Romans were chiefly in* 
debted for the conqueft of the world, were not 
(hengih or policy, but piety and religion. 
Horace (q) afcribcs viftory and extent of em- 
pJTt to the religious principle ; and the mife- 
ties with which Italy was afflicted, to a difre* 
g^rd of it. Montefquieu (r) affigns feveral 
caufes of the decline of the Roman empire, 
and of the depravity of its inhabitants ; while 
Monts^ (J) confiders the atheiftical do&rines 
df the left of Epicurus, as the real caufe oi 
the rapid depravity of the Roman manners, 
^ As long", fays this ingenious writer, *^ as 
*< the religious principle remained, itcontroled 
" manners, and checked the progrefs of luxury 
''in proportion to its influence; but when 
^atheifm had corrupted this principle^ the 

(9) ib. 0) De Arufpicum refponfls. 

ig) Carm. Lib. iii, ode, vi, verfe 5. (r) ch. vx. 

{fi Rift and fall of ancient republics. 
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f^^^' '^ '^ great bar to corruption was removed, and 
'* the paflions were left without check or con- 
** trol." To ftipport this opinion, it was ne- 
ceflary to prove, that the Gods of the Heathens 
enjoined morality and forbade luxury and dif- 
r folutenefs of manners. But as the Heathen 
religion did not require pure morality; it is not 
clear how atheifm, or a difbelief of falfe Gods 
could have led to vice or depravity of manners. 

Effeas of In Other Heathen empires beCdestheRo- 

iieathen* i j /• i/* i* • a. j 

ifm m man^ men em; loyed falle religion to advance 

othcr^ *°^ ^^^^^ ^^^ intcreft and that of the ftate. To it 
jUons. °^ Alexander the Great was as much indebted 
for his viAoiies as to valour and humanity. 
Though this hero affected to conquer by 
mere dint of bravery; yet had fui erftition 
confiderable influence in extending his con* 
quefls. He feldom engaged in any important 
enterprize, without confulting Ariitander his 
foothfayer, who never failed to explain inci- 
dents in fuch a way as advanced the intereft 
of his matter, Juft before he palfed the river 
Granicus, he obferved that that day had al* 
ways been accounted unfortunate by the Ma^ 
cedonians. His army having been terrified 
on this account, he changed the name of the 
month, and ordered Ariftanderto wrice on the 
liver of a bead which he had facrificed, that 
the Gods had granted the vidtory to Alexander, 
This ftratagem infpired his troops with invin- 
cible courage i and they all cried out that they 
muft be viftorious fince the Gods fo expreft- 
ly declared in his favour In the heat of a 
battle between him and Darius, when the Ma- 
cedonians were, hard preffcd by the Pcrfians 5 
Arilt^der clothed in white, advanced in the 
front rank, and cried out^ that he . faw an 

eagle 



of Reli^rii en Mankind. 9 j 

eagle hovering over the king's head, as a chap, i. 
prognofcic of viftory. He pointed with his 
finger to the pretended bird ; and the folJiers 
believing him, renewed the attack with frefh 
vigour and were viftorious. The hiflory of 
Alexander's wars furnifhes other infcanccs(«) 
of this kind, let thefc fuflBcc as fpecimens of 
the refc 

The Egyptians celebrated feveral feafts '^^^^l!^^ 
honour of their gods, at which were exihibited ifm in 
many fcenes of cruelty and diforder In the ^syp^- 
feafts of Ifis they tumbled an afs down a pre- 
cipice i in thofe of Mars they fought furioufly 
with clubs; and in the feafts of Bavchus they 
indulged freely in riot and debauchery. Nothing 
could be more abfurd than the worfhip paid by 
the Egyptians to cats, dogs, wolves, crocodiles 
and other beafts. Lands were fet apart for 
their maintenance; and they were attended by 
perfons of diftinftion who were refpefted for 
being engaged in that facred office. If one of 
thefc animals were killed with defign the ofiender 
was inftandy put to death ; if involuntarily, he 
was puniftied at the difcretion of the priefts. 
The family in which a cat died a natural death 
Ihaved their eyebrows ; where a dog died they 
Ihaved the whole body ; and both dogs and cats 
were buried with folemnity (w). The Egyp- 
tians had fo fuperftitious a veneration for a car, 
that they chofe to eat each other in a feafon of 
femine, rather than kill one of thofe facred ani- 
mals (x). The populace ;verc fo enraged at a 
Roman who accidentally killed a cat, that nei- 
ther the authority of the king nor a refpeft for 

■ {%) Frenfhemii Supplcm. to Q. Cnrtius, ii. 5. & riut. vioi 
Alex. ivt) Uerod, Lib. ii. (x) Diod. Sic« Lib. i. 

the 
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CHAP. I. (ijg Koman name could favc him from deftruc- 
tion (y). Some of the Egyptians efteemcd the 
crocodile facred^ and fed him with confccrated 
bread ; and on his death they pickled and de- .. 
pofited him in a facred coffin (z) In beauti- 
ful fields at Memphis there was kept a fpotted 
calff all whofe motions were judged ominous 
and prophetical^ and to which offerings were 
irade under the title of Apis. This idol was 
confuUcd by obferving into which of two cham- 
bers prepared for him he entered ; and prog^ 
nofcics were drawn from his accepting or de« 
dining food that was offered him. The in« 
decency of his death was generally prevented 
by drowning him s but fometimes he was 
fufFered to die of old age. When the ApiSf 
Mnevis, &c. died, the people put on mournings 
intercd them with devotion mixed with forrow^ 
and celebrated the funeral pomp with lavifh 
cxpence. As foon as the funeral honours to 
Apis were ended the priefcs fought for a calf as 
like him as poffiblci and when they found it^ 
all mourning was at an end. There was alfo a 
facred ox at Heliopolis which brought crowds 
thither to offer up their devotions i and the 
priefts encouraged fuch delufion from motives 
of intereft. The principal gods of Egypt were 
worfhipped all over the kuigdom; while the 
worfhip of inferior deities was not univerfal, 
but confined to particular cities and provinces. 
Several cities were denominated from the gods 
or animals worfhipped in them> as Diofpolis> 
Heliopolis and Cynopolis. Almoft every city 
worlhippcd a different idol 5 and the inhabitants 
of fome eat the animals which were reverenced 
by the others. Diodorus Siculus (a) obfervcs 

(jr/'iH«& Herod, Lib. ii. (»} ihi (m) Lib. i. 

that 
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tal this diverfity of worfiiip was a fourcc of p^^^'^^ 

lifturbances 3 and that thoft difcurbances were 

fomented by the kings who wifhed to prevent 

tonfpiracies againft themfelves, by dividing the 

turbulent into adveric lefts. Cambyfes the 

Perfian monarch, in his war againft Egypt» 

kid fiege to Pelufium ; and finding his troops 

galled by the enemies arrows made ufe of a fcra^ 

tegem which fucceeded admirably. He placed 

b the front of his army a multicude of cats, 

iogs, flieep and other animals deemed facred, 

advanced with fafecy to the garirifon and made 

himfelf mafter of it ; the Egyptians having been 

afraid even to throw a dart( J;. Hence it appears 

that (ome fuperftitions of Fgypt had a confi- 

derable influence on the policy of that nation^ 

and on the temper of its inhabitants ; while the 

morals of the people did not receive the fmall-^ 

eft improvement. Juvenal (ej thus defcribes 

tte fuperftitions of Egypt and fome effects of 

them in tiat nation before the light of Chrif- 

^ty dawned upon them. 

^s nejcit Volufi Bytbynice qualia demens 
Miyptus portenta cotat ? crocodilon odor at 
Pn bac: illapavet Jaturamferpentilmiiim 
tSe caruleosy bic pifcemfluminisj illic 
Offida iota canem venerantur nemo Dianam. 
\:nmm et ctepe nefas violare acfr anger e morfu 
PfimSas gentes quibus bsec nafcunter in bortis , 
amma ! lanatL animaliius abjiinet omnis 
'Uaifa. Nefas bic fatrnn jugular e capelU^ 
[Smmbus bumanis vefci licet. 

h view of the popular theology of the Pa- The popu. 

can not fail to convmce us, chat it tended of the 
prompt them to feveral vices and crimes. ^^^J^^*'** 

vile: 
fl) Poljaeii. Scratag; Lib. vii: cap: 9. (c) Sac. x\r. 

Hcathea 



'_2j Heathen narions attributed to their godiij 
rcvtiigc, fear, grief, jcaloufy and other J 
and inipcrfcflinns unworthy of the <£*■ 
lure. 'I"!'.c fifljciou^ gods of tlir GcoriH 
iMncr II i-jmatizcd for their v:cc», thaaM 
giiilTicd by their virtues, and patronU^ 
nity by their lives and aflJons: hi»3l 
ruj^pclitl guilry of adultery, iaccft and** 
unnalurar crimes. According to ihtd^^ 
rJif?,!oii, Mercury was a thief, Venus**'^' 
and Bacchus a drunkard; Jupitadcds^^^^ 
fjthcr, Saturn murdered his wracA^*'^^ 
vas dclighltd with C^cuncesi/jvtiagcmten. 
According to the theology ofHoiMifiOi t^e 
father of men and gods « as ik vsAva rf ftnfc, 
ercouragcd the Trojans to pefjorj^f ^15 daugh- 
ter Venus, loved Sarpedon and Hatot and 
grieved for them. The other go^ TOtifpired 
againft Jupiter and would have bound \am wilt 
chains, had they not dreaded Briareus. Man 
and Venus were wounded by Dicmede; godl 
and goddelTes were armed againfl each olheri 
and Jupiter cxpreffed a more ardent palTion ftr 
j uno on one cccalion, tlian he ever did for any 
of his wives or midretTcs before. This god 
lay wiih Alcmcna in the (hape of her hufijandi 
and Minerva afljfti^d UlyiTes to hide his moMj 
in a cave and to wreftle with a 
unworthy were the ideas which the Tyrianseif- 
tcrtained of their gods, that they chaineifhe 
ftatue of Hercules; that he might not defflt 
to Alexander the great \^ho befieged tbcra^ 
The Ferfians adored Arimanius the suitiot* 
evil, the Greeks their Cacodemons and IW 
I_atins their Vejovcsj while other nations naW 

(a) niai, iv. 34. xri. jj] xxii, i63, j. jjj, xtr. ySr 
Xiii. (») Q; Ciiruui, iv. 14. 
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that ^^ ^ Fever, to Winds and to every 5"^^' ^^ 
difti'^^ could injure them. Titus Tartius 
fofoP^d the goddefs Cloacina ; and both the 
coiJ ^"^ Romans creftcd temples to Con- 
tu i ^^ Impudence and Licentioufncfs (/). 
' i^jig) condemned the Heathen theology, 
and the genealogies of the gods according to 
Hefiod and Homer as falfe and impolitic, and 
maintained that tho' tru? they ought not to be 
publiflied; as tending to debauch the morals 
of the youth and encouraging revenge, murder, 
rapes, drunkenneis, thefc and rebellion againll 

girenrs. This philofopher condemns Homer 
r reprefentihg the gods conftantly engaged in 
feuds and contention; and obferves that poet- 
ical fables ought to ferve the wife purpofes of 
policy or morals. Cicero (b) applauds Plato 
for banifhing Homer and other poets from his 
imaginary republic; fince their abfurdines do 
xnifchief by the pleafant ftile in which they are 
written. " Thefe men continues he, introduced 
*' gods inBamed with anger and luft; and ex- 
*' hibited their wars, wounds, hatred, diflen* 
*' tions, births, deaths, complaints, lament a- 
'* tions, intemperance, adulteries, fetters, co- 
(' pulations with mortals and men fprung from 
'** immortal gods." Hence we may conclude 
that, at Chrifts appearance, the ftate of the 
popular religion was truly deplorable ; it will 
fully appear in the 3d chapter of this hiftory, 
that it was produftive of revenge, human facri- 
ficcs, felf-murdcr, fornication, adultery and 
inceft; and that thefe and other crimes were 
checked by the gofpel. 

(/) Tall. <lc Leg. ii. ii & 17. (^) Dc Rep. Lib, ii. p. 605. 
,kUb. iii. p. 613. Edit. Frankfort, i6oi< {h) Dc nat. Deor. 

lib. i. cap. 41. k Xulcol. Quaere, ii. 11, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. 11. 

g£nzral tb^idbncr and effects ^of the ^4 

Jewish religion. 

Origin and general defign of the Mofaic inftitu- 
uons.'—'^Tendency df particular rites, pre- 
iepts and prohibitions of MoJes.-'^-^'judaifn^ 
was an imperfeSl ^ftem of religion. 

^f^l^ The ifraclitcs who fettled in E^ . 

Origin and gyptj duriDg theadminifcration of Jofeph, tnul* 
r n* o*f the ^*P'^^^ quickly j and their dcfccndants became 
Moiaic in- a rich» warlike and Well-united people. Thit 
futtttions. Egyptians, alarmed at their growing power, 
oppreffcd them fcverely, and obliged them to 
carry burdens \ to ^nervate their bodies ihd 
prevent their encrealcl Mofcs was fcnt by . 
God to liberate this people, tocondud theoi 
from Egypt, to abolifh idolatry among them> 
and to inflrudt them in the knowlege of the 
one true God. All the Mofaic inftitutionS 
tend to one great point, namely, to prevent 
or remove idolatry, to promote the wbrfbip 
of the true God, and to advance men in theo- 
logical and moral knowledge. The Hebrew 
lawgiver adapted his inftitutibns to the genius 
of a people who had been opprefled in Egypt, 
children in information, and accuftomed to die 
rites of an idolatrous kingdom. He muft have 
known the abfurdity of addreffing or inftruft- • 
ing children, as if they were mature in under-. 
ftanding, or peafants and mechanics as if they 
were learned and refined. For the purpofc rf 
gradually leading men from idolatry to the 

worfhip 
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worfhip of. the true God, he enjoined ftveral chap^u 
rites and precepts uneiTential in themfelves ; 
juft as many years are employed in learning 
the rudiments of arts^ and in reading books 
which have no intrinfic value, but as they lead 
to the acquilicion of ufeful knowlege. Even 
the moft exceptionable parts of the law tended 
Co divert the Hebrews from the worfhip of 
falfe Gods, to feparate them from idolatrous 
nations who were likely to feduce them, or to 
remind them of their obligations to the true 
God. Mofes aboliihed fome feemingly inno- 
cent cultoms, fuch as (having the head round, 
eating over blood, wearing linen and woollen, 
&c. as tending to encourage fuperftition and 
idolatry among the people. He prohibited 
not only idolatrous worfhip, but even afts 
which led to it, fuch as branding their bodies, 
cutting their 6e(h, planting a grove near an al- 
tar, fetting up an image, erecting painted 
iiones, and other aAs deftitute of moral tur- 
pitude. He oppofcd diametrically fome Gen- 
tile inftitutions ; while he complied with the 
prejudices of his own people in trifling in- 
stances i that they might not reject his moral 
and rational doctrines. Knowing that men 
will not adopt new rites, unlefs they appear 
,in the garb of the old ; he tranfcribed fome pro- 
fane rites into his worfhip, and changed their 
object from idols to God. We admit that 
the Jewifh legiflator repeatedly forbids his 
people to adopt the rites and manners of the 
Gentiles ; but fuch pafTages only condemn ido- 
latry, impurity and every thing which clafhes 
with good morals, and with the befief of one 
God. Let us now briefly examine the tenden- 
.cy and ufe of certain Mofaic rites, precepts 
aod prohibitions^ which feem to have little 

or 
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CHAP. n. Or no connexion with religion, morals or pfl^P 
^ '""^— "' licy . At thefc the unbeliever more particii4| 
larly levels his objections; being unable 
comprehend why God (hould enjoin poini 
which have no moral excellence in them, 
which appear to promote neither his own 
nour, nor the a ^vantage of his creatures. But?] 
by examining thofe points (a), we (hall fin^j 
that fome of them tend to prevent or remoi 
idolatry \ that not one of them is immoral 
that fome of them conduce to the advai 
ment of virtue i and that all of them evii 
-the wifdom of the lawgiver, who adapts 
laws to the tempers, prejudices and circuar^j 
(lances of his people. It is difficult to explaid? 
the reafons or all the Mofaic inftitutions ai^; 
this diftance of time ; as many of them alludc.ttfij 
cuftoms which prevailed in the days o^ Mofe^f 
and which are unknown to us now, from oxiS-i 
ignorance of antiquity. But if in many called; 
we can vindicate the wifdom of them, for the 
times when and the perfons to whom they were' 
prefcribed ; it will appear unreafonable to con- 
demn them in other cafes, where we have noif 
^qual evidence of their wifdom and expe- 
diencct 

Tendency Thc Hcbrcw lawgivcr employed various 

UrmcT"'"^^^^^ to infpire a carnal people with refpc^- 

precepts' for God and his worfliip. The high prieft' 

b"tJoiW* ^'one was admitted to the holy of holies, and 

Mofcs. but once a year; none was allowed to cntct 

the fanfluary with (hoes or unwafhed hands, 

or to turn their backs on it, when going out 

of the tabernacle. The drefs of thc Hebrew 



(a) See Spencer de lesibus Hcbrzo^runi^ Lib. i. 5e ii. ft^' 

pairun. 
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|)riefts was to be fplcndid, to procure them chap. it. 
rcfpect i and their fortunes competent to ^'"'"^ 
jprcfcrve them from contempt. Perfons de- 
formed were excluded from the priefthood ; 
and minifters of religion were forbidden to 
marry an harlot, a divorced woman, or even 
a widow. Formerly the patriarchs and heads 
of families, exercifed the minifterial function, 
and ;n procefs of time every Heathen facri- 
. Kced in the Belds or on mountains to idols o/ 
demons. To ftop this fource of idolatry, 
Mofes confined the prieflhood to one family 
who had been zealous in punilhing even their 
own idolatrous relations. Ancient idolaters 
ufed to befmear their victims with honey; 
which induced Mofes to prohibit offering ho- 
ney unto the Lord ; and boiled a kid in its 
mother's milk, and fprinkled their fields and 
orchards with the broth ; which caufed him 
to forbid feething a kid in its mother's milk. 
The Heathen priefts having worn garments 
mixed of linen and woollen, to exprefs their 
gratitude to certain demons for their benign in- 
fluence over their flax and (heep; to remove 
their miftake, the Hebrew lawgiver forbad his 
people to wear linen and woollen together. 
Some ancient idolaters having confidered 
.maiming and mangling themfelvcs, as accept- 
able to the infernal Gods, and to the fpirics ot 
the deceafcd ; Mofes forbad his people to 
make cuttings in the flefh for the dead, or to 
print marks upon their bodies. At the fune- 
rals of the ancients, they ufed to cut their 
hair round, to pluck o9^ their hair or beard, 
and to flrew it on the corpfcs of the deceafed. 
To remove fuch fuperflitious rites, Mofes pro- 
hibited the Ifraelites to round the corners of 
their heads, or tO' mar the corners of their 

beards. 



CHAF. ir. beards. The Jewifti Icgiflator diftingqiflied 
between clean and unclean beaQs, and exdiu^ 
ded lome animals from the tables of the Ifr^l-^ 
ites ; to feparate them from convivial inter* 
courfes with profane nations^ who might haTC 
(educed them into idolatry. He ordered to 
kril the animal at the time the Egyptians were 
worQiipping it| to road the flefh which that 
' people eat raw, to eat the head which they 
never eat, to drefs the entrails which they qc- 
ver dreffed, but employed to fuperftitlous pur* 
pofes (J?). He ioftituted the Sabbath^ to 
commemorate the creation, to induce men to 
look on created things as unworthy of their 
vrorfhip, and to infpire them with humanity 
to fervants, to flaves and even to brutes. I 
cannot agree with Voltaire, that Judaifm con- 
fifts entirely in oflferings of birds and beafbs^ 
in (how and ceremony. It is as unreafonable 
to confine the Jewifh law to fuch points,, as 
the Gofpcl to Baptifm and the Lord's Supper. 
The Mofaic code, befides many rites, requires 
us to believe in one God, who created the 
world, to love and fear him ; prohibits mur- 
der, adultery, ftealth and falfe wicnefs, ^nd 
enjoins juftice, charity and love towards our 
neighbour. However, the Mofaic inftitution, 
though fuperior in wifdom to Heathen fyftcms 
was defective in fome points. 

jodaifm From the high ideas conceived of Mofes as 
Mrfcafyi-^ man commiffiotied by God, we may natu- 
lem of re- rally cxpect that his religious fyftem (hopld be 
^8»®"- a perfect one ; nor would we be difappointecl 
in our expectations. His law, tho imperfect 
in itfelf, was perfect in its kind, had the per- 

(h) Spancer, ib. and Lewis Heb. antiq. 

fection 
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feAion intended by its author, and anfwered ^^^^ "; 
the purpofes for which ic was dcfigned. Mofcs 
knew it to be dcfedtive, and would have fur- 

. nifhed a more perfeft one, were it not for the 
hardnefs of the hearts of his people. It ap- 
pears fromfome paflages of Exodus (/), which 
were written before the L^vitical law, that he 
wifhed to revive the old patriarchal. religion. 
The Hebrew doftors {m) maintained, that hi^ 
chief defign was to inculcate reverence towards 
God, and good-will to man^ But having on 
his return from the mount, found his people 
»ttjichcd to idolatry, he indulged them with 
numerous rites, for the purpofe of diverting 
them from the worfhip of idols. The He- 
brew code was not intended for ihe whole hu- 
pian race, but for the Jews only ; not as a per- 

■ fc(9: law, but as aftep to a perfeft one ; not to 
iaft for ever, but to the coming of the Mef- 
iiah. The Hebrew ritual was not fufficiencly 
general to ferve all mankind : ic does not men- 
tion a covenant between Ggd and mankind, 
but between God and the Ifraelites ; requires 
the Hebrews to repair thrice a year to particu- 
lar places appointed for God's worfhip j com- 
niands the celebration of feafts in commemo- 

' jration of benefits coaferred on that people on- 
ly, and enjoins duties which other nations 
could not perform with propriety or conve- 
nience. The rewards and punilhments of the 
Mofaic law wxre profpcrity and advcrficy ia 
the land of Canaan; which fanftions were ap- 
plicable to the Jews only, and could not ex- 
tend to the reft of mankind. From fuch cir- 
cumftances it appears, that the Hebrew code 

(/) Ch. xix. XXV. 

(sr) Sec Th. Burnet Ue fide «Sr officio ChriftianoniXQ. 

D was 
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CHAjp^i. ^1^5 \ocz\ and temporary ; and not intended as 
a rule for all men, who could not obfcrvc its 
Jews, 4ior be influenced by its fanftions. But 
the N(Iofaic law was dcfcftive in other particu- 
lars. It promifes no fupernatural aid to ena- 
ble men to conquer their frailties, and pflTeri 
to tranfgrcflrors no hope of pardon or mercy ; 
thofc ftrone motives to amendment and 'pre- 
ventives of defpair. So imperfeft a revelation 
could not have been intented for ^ perpetual 
one ; bad the firft covenant been faul{lefsy there 
"Would have been no place found for the fecondn 
From what has been faid it appears, that Ju-- 
daifm was imperfeft even in its pureft ftatc ; 
and furely this imperfeft fyftcm, as well as 
the morals of the Jews were fo corrupted at 
Chrift's appearance, as to render a new rcvic- 
lation expedient and neceflfary. Judaifm 
which originally required many ceremonies, 
became loaded with a multitude of unautho* 
rifed ones at Chrift's appearance, and debafed 
by the falfe interpretations and corrupt max- 
ims of its profeflbrs ; and the morals of the 
Jews were fuch as might be expefted from 
the deplorable corruption of religion among 
them. The degeneracy of the Jews at 
Chrift's appearance, fully appears from various 
teftimonies, to which we refer fuch as defire 
more information on this fubjeft [x). 

(x) Juven. Sit. xiv Jofeph: de Bello, Lib. v or vi, p. 1243 
Edit. Oxon. Thcodoreti Serm. ix, x. Bafnaje Book i, ch, 
V. Molh. de rebus Chriftianorum. cap. 2. I 
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General tendencv and particular ef- 
- r£CTs OF Christianity on the man- 
ners AND LAWS OF MANY NATIONS, 

The New ^eftament tends to improve men in vir^ 
tue 'So do the writings of the Apojiolical 

fathers, ImpoffibU to exhibit all the happy 

€ffe£is of the GofpeL Defences againft ea-- 

. iumnies prove the virtues of the primitive Cbrif- 
tians. — — Reformation by (he Gofpel proved 

. from the Epiftles of , St. Paul and St. Peter. 

i — — From the works of the fathers. And 

from Heathen writers. General effeSls of 

• Chriftianity. // and its teachers diffufed 

and prejerved literature.'-^ — Abated illiberal 
pr Radices. — --^Checked pride and promoted hu- 
mility. Checked revenge and promoted for- 

' givemfs^-^-^-^Difcouraged licenced fornication. 
— — Difcouraged poly gamy. •^-^ Difcouraged 

adultery and licentious divorces. Abolifhed 

human facrifices. Checked the murder of 

children. Difcouraged f elf-murder. ■ 

Checked cruel fports.^^-^^Difcouraged duels.--^ 
Checked the violence of war among fellow fub- 

jeSs. And amohg different nations. 

Improved rulers andfuhjeSs in virtue and hap- 

finefs. — - — Checked the violence of princes.-— 

Rendered ' its Jincere profeffors juft and bonefi. 

" Patient and conftant. Chajle and 



continent, 
females. 



Jt improved the condition ^of 



The Gofpel a fource of kindnefs 
to the diflreffed. encouraged hofpitality to 



grangers.' 



-fFds the parent of chariuble 
D 3 in/lit utionsm 
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injiiiutions — ^^Emancipated flaives j A^ 

bated the rigours of Jervttude. Checked tbi 

/ale of men. — -^Redeemed captives. Preh 

teSed widows and orphans againfl injuftice. 
'"^^•^^Orpban princes againfl ufurpers.^ 
Menarcbs againfl reheh and ufurpers*- 
SubjeSs againfi exaffion and opprefjum.* 
The weak agamft the powerful in Juits at law. 

md the fbipwrecked againfl plunder ers, 
^EffeSs of the Go/pel on the Arabs. 
Its iffeSs m the Ethiopians.— Its efftSs '0t 

the Perfians and Armenians. lis effects 

on the manners and laws of the Britons. ■ ■ 

Its effe&s on the fVelfh. Its effeBs m the 

Sects. Its effeSt on the hrifh. ■■ Its rf^ 

feBs on the Gcths. Its effeBs on tbi 

Beffi. ■ ■ - * Its effeBs on the Spaniards. ^-"^^Its 
effeBs on the Huns, Geloni, Heruli and Abafp. 

Its effBs en fome German nations. • 
Its effeBs o^n the Gauls y Franks and Burpm-^ 

dians. Its effeBs on the laws of the Vifi^ 

gotbs.-^-^Its effeBs on the laws of the Lom- 
bards and Bavarians. Its effeBs on tbi 

Saxons and ether barbarians. — — //j effeBs 
on the Bulgarians^ Moravians and Bohe- 
mians. Its effeBs on the Danes.'— "^Its 

(ffeBs on the Swedes and Norwegians. ■ 

Jts effiBs en the Ruffians. Its effeBs on 

the Silefians and Poles. Its effeBs on the 

Hungarians. Its effeBs on the Pruffiems. 

Its effeBs on the Livonians and Portu- 



gueze. ItseffeB en the Lithuanians.* 

Its effeBs in Virginia and other modern Pa- 
gan nations. Its effeBs in Paraguay and 

ether nations. Ihofe happy effeBs not to 

be afcribed to civilization.^''''^Prefent effeBs 
ef Chriflianity. 

HAVING 
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AVING briefly pointed out the s^.^^-^-^^ 
influence of the Heathen and Jcwiih religions, ij; ^'^^^'^^ 
let us examine the tendency of the Gofpel tends to im- 
doftrines, with their aftual efFcfts on indivi- p''°T« ">*« 
duals and communities. We may judge of' 
its excellent tendency from a recital of its 
doctrines, and from the writings of the apof- 
Coltcal fathers. A recital of its doctrines and 
precepts might convince any man that it eti" 
jfoins every virtue and prohibits thofe vices 
which injure the peace and happineis of foci- 
ety. It requires truth, juftice, beneficence, 
huiaility, felf-denial, forbearance and forgive- 
neis; virtues which moderate the palTions, 
banilh cruelty, and render men mild, peace- 
able, benevolent and courteous. Chriftiani- 
ty not only points out men's duty, but pro<- 
miies the altiftance of God's grace in the per- 
fonnance of it ; and exhibits a ftriking exam^ 
pie di Ipotlefs purity which we may fafrly 
imitate. The Gofpel teaches that worldly 
fu%rings are equally incident to good and bad 
mens being lent to the former as trials of their 
virtue, and to the latter as punifhments of 
thdr vices : a doftrine which prevents dc- 
fpatr in the virtuous man, and encourages him 
to bold &(t in his integrity under the molt 
calamitous circumftances. Chriftianity re^ 
prefents all n>en as children of the fame God, 
fuid heirs of the fame falvation; which tloc- 
trine tends to humble the proud, to add dig>> 
irity lo the lowly, and to render the opulent 
gentle and condcfcending. The Chriftian in^ 
ftttution requires husbands to be affedtionate 
and indulgent to their wives ; wives to be 
faithfal and refpe£tful to their hufbands, and 
txith to be true and eonftant to each other. 

D 3 it 
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^JJil^^^- It enjoins maftersi to be kind and gentle to 
fcrvants ; and fcrvants to be finccre and atten- 
tive to their mafters. If forcibly imprcfled 
on the minds of men, it difpofcsthem to per- 
form their rcfpeftive duties in every ftate and 
condition, gently, juftly and confcientioufly. 
The books of the New Tcftament require 
men to deny ungodlinefs and worldly lufts j to 
live foberly and rightcoufly in the prcfcnt 
world, and to do kind offices even to enemies. 
The Gofpel forbids us to harboiM* impure 
thoughts, enjoins us to abandon our vices, 
though as dear to us as a right eye or right 
hand; to be wife as ferpcnts but harmleii 
as doves. Chriftianity does not prohibit any 
rational enjoyment, nor reftrain any pleafures 
but fuch as are pernicious to ourfelves or our 
neighbours. It curbs only the exceflcs of the 
licentious, and confines their wanderings with- 
in the proper channel ; like the banks of a ri- 
ver, which both direft the current and prevent 
its ove^flo^^i^g, without (lopping its pro^refi 
or retarding its courft. The Chriftian fcheme 
tends to prevent a contincance in immo- 
rality; by proraifing pardon for the paft, pro- 
vided offenders return and obey for the future. 
The Gofpel afTurcs t!ie penitent that his fins 
will be forgiven ; and the Gofpel alone gives 
this alfurance. UnafTifted reafon will not af- 
fure a man that his fiiis will be forgiven, even 
on fincere repentance. We are bound to an 
uniform obedience to God's laws, every day 
and hour of our lives, and to be obedient for 
ih^ future, though we had been innocent for 
the fafl:. Hence that uniform obedience 
which was required even from thofe who had 
Dcver tranfgreired could not be fuppofed to 
attone for pad o{Tcr4ces. Chriflianity is adapts. 

ed 
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ed to every nation and climate ; fince it ^^^' 
checks anger, revenge, pride and luft to 
which men are prone in hot climates ; and 
leflcns that infenfibility and indifference to 
mankind which the inhabitants of cold cli- 
niates are liable to. The Gofpel could not 
cxprelsly enjoin valour, friend(hip or patriot- 
ifm, without confiderable inconvenience ; but 
enjoins qualities on which thefe virtues are 
founded. It recommends gentlenefs, forgive- 
nefs and a contempt of danger and of death 
which are the moft effential ingredients in the 
character of the hero ; and intrinfic goodnefs 
charity and indulgence to the faults of others, 
which are the ftrongeft bands of private friend- 
fhip. Chrift fhewed fpecial marks of regard 
for Lazarus, and chofe John for his bofom 
fiiend : and the Apoftles idea of fricndfliip 
muft have beeen powerfully ftrong, when he: 
faid, greater love than this hath no man^ to lay 
down bis life for bis friend. The fpirit of 
Chriftianity is friendly to patriotifm ; by en- 
larging the heart and affedions, and by for- 
bidding pride, avarice and luxury which 
have been deftruSive to nations. Gofpel 
fandtions by infpiring a comparative indiffe- 
rence for this world, muft render the fincere 
Chriftian incorruptible by wealth, honours or* 
pleafures, thofe general tempters to venality 
and corruption. The mind which is fully im- 
preffed with Gofpel motives would (purn at a 
bribe, and rationally (acrifice a temporal interefc 
or pleafure for a greater ony in reverfion. An 
author whofe only objed was truth, thus ex- 
preffed himfelf in refpeft to the fufEciency of 
Icripture morality. ** The Gofpel, faith he (tf), 

{a) Locke's Letter to Mr. King, A. D. 1703. 

contains 
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^?n^* " contains fo perfeft a body of ethics, that : 
^ , ^' mmf ^^ reafon may be excufed from that enquiry i : 
" lincc (he may find men's duty clearer and ' 
" cafier in revelation than in herfclf.** Hi4 ; 
authority is decifive on this point; fince he a-id 
nalyfed the human underltanding, and waiM 
better acquainted with its powers than all the 
ancient and modern unbelievers. The Nc«* ' 
Teftament not only points out man's duty,* 
but furnilhes powerful motives to the pra6tice ' 
of its precepts. Its rewards are fuch as ejt*^ 
bath not Jem nor ear beard -^ and its threats arc 
eminently calculated to terrify offenders. The 
Gofpels and Epiftles recite the vices which 
prevail among men, and difcourage firom the 
praftice of them by words to this purpofc, /- . 
tell you before i as 1 bave told you in time paft^ 
that they who do fuch things fball not inherit tbi 
kingdom of Heaven. How infinitely more firf- ; 
cible is this awful threat^ than declamations 06: ; 
the beauty of virtue, or fubde arguments oft 
the moral fenfe or the fitnefs of things, which 
are totally unintelligible to the bulk of man- 
kind ? 

i 

Work? of The works of thofe Chriilian writers who i 
Yxk^x%^^ fuccccded the apoftles immediately, were cal- ■ 
tend to im-culated to improve the readers in the prac- 
fnvirtTc" tical dutlcs of religion. Clemens Romanus 

A. D 6< ^^^'^^"g ^^ ^^ Corinthians, recommended to 
wives chaftity and a love of their hufbands, 
and to all peace, patience, charity, forgivenefsi 
humility, honefty, obedience to rulers and re- 
verence to elders. Thus Clement enjoins fe- 
veral virtues which are beneficial to fociety l 
while others oppofe thofe vices that are injur!-' , 
ous to mankind. The venerable Polycarp 
prohibiccd the Philippians to render evil for 

evil 
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evil, railing For railing, or a curfe for a curft ; ^^^' 
and exhorted them to abftain from avarice, in- v^^^^r^ 
Juftice, dctraftion or falfe witncfs. Ignatius^* ^- '^'' 
alfb, in his epiftle to the Epbefians, enjoins 
^any virtues which were diiftated by the letter 
•and fpirit of his religion. This pious Ghriftiahr 
required men to manifeft ^eir faith by their 
works, to avoid diflenfioh and to be charitable 
to all men. " Though, ftith he, we be in- 
'" jurcd, dcfpifed and degraded j yet let us op- 
*" pofc mildnefs to anger, humility to arro- 
•** gance, prayers tocurfes, truth to error, and 
«« gcnrienefs to barbarity." 

Having pointed out many happy cfFeds |^p<*J|^^|^ 
virhich would naturally refult from the Gofpel,aii the good 
let us enquire how far it aftually operated on^*^'?|^ 
Its profeflbrs, and whether its fruits have been 
fuch as might reafonably be expefted. In the 
difcuQion of this fubjeft it will be impolTible 
to do juftice to Chriltianity, whofe fruits muft 
vary according to the difpolit ions of the difci- 
ple, and the abilities of the teacher* Much 
depends on the foil on which the feed of the 
Gofpel are fowcd j and a great deal on the in- 
, formation, zeal and exemplary conduct of the 
i inftruftor. BeGdes, the genuine fruits of 
Ghriftianity, are gentlenefs, patience, bent- 
volcnce, juftice, temperance, purity of man « 
ncrs, and other virtues which are frequently 
exercifed in private without noife or oftenta^ 
tion. Ghriftianity neccflarily produced good 
cffefts on myriads whofe lives are not record- 
ed in ecdefiaftical hiftory J which like other 
iiftory is for the moft part, a regifter of the 
▼ices, the follies and the quarrels of thofe who 
made a diftingmflied flgure in the world. It 
il V«U bbfcrVed by Siocrates^ in the end of his 

ecdefiaftical 



I 



4a 



fbe B/iory rf the EffeSls 



^?n '' ccclcfiaftical hiftoFy, that if mcn-\vere.h< 



^n. 



and peaceable, hiftorians would be undone 
want of materials. Individuals in private 
feldom engage the atterntion of the hiftoria 
his obje6l is to record the aftions of prii 
warriors and fcacefmen, whofe conduft has i 
immediate influence on the welfare of ftttiy; 
" The hopes and confolations of religtODy7 
fays the ingenius Paley {h)^ " its intermixtiffp^ 
" with the thoughts by day and by night, -d|j 
" devotion of the heart, the control of 
pccice, the fteady dircftion of the will ipj 
the commands of God, are neceflarily.ioffi' 
fible; yet on thefe depends the virtue and 
the happinefs of millions. Religion operatei! 
moft upon thofe of whom hiftory knows thCf 
" leaft, upon fathcjrs and mothers in their t 
milies, upon men fervants and maid fciv^ 
vants, upon the orderly tradefman, ti^; 
quiet villager, the manufacturer at hislooift 
" the hufaandman in his fields. Among fuicli 
•' ics influence colleftively may be of inefti- 
" mable value, yet its cffedts in the mean time 
" be little upon thofe who figure on the ftagp 
" of the world." I cannot agree with Df. 
Paley (c)y that " the influence of rcligipfl 
" is not to be fought for in the councils ^ 
*' princes, in the refolutions of popular aflcm* 
** blies, in the conduct of governments towaii 
'* their fuhjcds, or of fcates and fovercignJ 
** towards one another, of conquerors at the 
** head of their armies, &c." This was mjf 
opinion in 1788, when I publiflied the ift 
volume of my hiftory j and was Dr. Paley's 
opinion in 1794, when he publifhed his evi- \ 
dences. But a deeper rcfearch into hiftory con- 



cc 



tt. 



cc 



€C 



CC 



CC 



cc 



cc 



(h) Evidences, P^rt lii, cli. 6, 



(c) ib. 
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vinccs me we were both mifcaken, and that chap. 
Cbrilcianity had confiderable influence on the 
coancils of princes, on ,ihe conduft of go- 
vernments towards their fubjeds, of ftates to- 
wards each other, on conquerors at the head of 
their armies, &c. The fruits of the Gofpel 
have been ordinary and' extraordinary. The 
latter were its eflTccts on princes or on perfbns 
escalced above others in piety or moral endow- 
ments 5 the former are a degree of charity to 
the poor, a (hare of humility, tho' perhaps 
affe£ted or mixed with pride, the forgiveneft 
of injuries, patience under afflidions, and o* 
thcr virtues which no hiftorian notices; as 
they are daily practiced in fome degree in eve- 
ry part of Chriftendom, This work is ne- 
cei^rily filent on the ordinary fruits of the 
Gofpel ; but exhibits many of its extraordi* 
nary effects for which alone there are materials 
in hiftory. Had any ancient author made a 
collection of facts like the prefent to do cre- 
dit to Chriftianity, we fhould no doubt be 
furnifhed by him and by fucceeding writers 
on the fame fubject, with fcveral inftances of 
irs happy effects which are not recorded. But 
as no author has done fo, we are under a ne- 
ceHity of collecting, from a multiplicity of 
writers, the particular effects of the Gofpel 
which they mention but incidentally, and 
without thinking of the fubject of the prefent 
hiftory. 

Were there no perfecutions in the early ages j)g(.p„g^j^^ 
of Chriftianity, and no accufations againfc its gainA ca- 
profeffors, we Ihould be ftrangers to the learn- p"ovTthe 
ing and endowments of the apologifts for virtues ©r 
Chriftianity, and to the names and virtues of ^ansf^"^' 
many pious and good men. Nothing can more 

ftrongly 
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tians, than the apologies they publifhed agi 
the accufations of unbelievers. Thefe tnefti 
firft attempted to ftop the progrcfi of the 
1 by open aflfaults ; but, finding fucb att< 
ruitlefe endeavoured to prevent its rccej 
by reviling its profeiTors and loading 
with calumnies. The Chrifcians they accuMj 
of feditionj inceft^ devouring infants^ and 
ther crimes contrary to the letter and ipifit^ 
their religion. When a tax was demanded :| 
Chrift, he refufed not to pay it; when 
raigned before Pilate, he acknowledged his* 
thoricy: and the fame Ipirit of fubmifiioiij 
political eftablilhments was difplayed f(Mr itis\ 
ral ages by his genuine followers, who neitf] 
attempted to alter or reform the civil conilhal^l 
tions of any nation, and were fo five from 
bulence, that fome have afcribed theeftabi 
ment of their religion by Conftantine, to t| 
paffive obedience for 300 years. Here weirt] 
enabled to overturn that dan-gerous pofitioodF; 
Cardinal Bellarmin (c)^ that it is lawful to 
depofe heretical princes ; and that the priini* 
tive Chriftians only wanted means to attempt: 
it on Nero, Dioclcfian and Julian, who trud»^ 
ly perfecuted them. The Cardinal did tMt 
confider that refolute men who Ihcwed a coth* 
tempt of life in other inftances, might eafilf-^ 
have affaffinated thofe perfecucors, if th^ 
thought it agreeable to the Gofpel, or if thdrj 
confciences allowed them to violate the io- 
jundlion of St. Paul, who advifed them too- 
bey Nero, the moft cruel of tyrants. " Thert 
** is an infamous report", fays an Athenian jplu*.] 
,77. lofophcr {d) and a profelyte to the Crofprft*^ 



(c)^ Dc Rom. Pontif. v. 7. 

(d) Athenagoras Lcgatio pro Chriftianis. 
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^ that we arc guilty of Thycftcan feafts, or ™J|^' 
** feeding on murdered infants, of inceftuous 
** copulations, and impiety towards the Gods."* 
In anfwer to fuch accufations, that philofopher 
thus proceeded in his defence. " If thcfe 
*' charges be true, fpare no age nor fex, pu- 
^* niOi us with our wives and children and ex- 
•* cirpate us out of the world. Enquire into 
^ our lives, opinions, obedience to authority 
" and our concern for your pcrfon and govern- 
** ooent. Allow us the common juftice you 
*• grant your enemies, we a(k no more, we are 
« ftfliired of viAory.— -— How can webefuf- 
** pcded of a breach of chaftity, who think 
^* that to look with concupifccnce is to commit 
" adultery j and believe we Ihall be judged for 
** our very thoughts ? How can we who think 
** it our duty to exclude all impure thoughts, 
" be fuppofed guilty of adions we dare not 
•• think on ? We marry for procreation, and 
*^ that but once s many remain Gngle all their 
** lives, ^nd fome have carried the idea of 
^* chaflity to fuch txcefs as to emafculate 
" thefij^felves. Do they who keep a fair for 
*' all manner of lewdnefs, accufe us of the 
** crimes they themfelves commit, and even 
*' afcribe to their Gods as laudable aftions ? 
^' Adulterers and adultrefles accufe us who 
** Qiarry but once, or make eunuchs of our- 
** felvcs for the kingdom of heaven's fake ; 
** that we may have a nearer union with God. 
** None of our fervants, from whom it is im- 
^ poQible to conceal our a6tions, have feen us 
^ ut human Belby or even falfely accufed us of 
^ My (uch crime. How could we be fuppo(ed 
^ to kill children born into the world, who 
** charge Women with murder that caufe abor- 
^uoni or be capable of murdering them, 

who 
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** who think it criminal to expofe our chilHres 
" How could wc embrue our hands in 
'^ blood of innocents, who abftain from 
<^ fights of the combats of gladiators 
'^ each other and with beads, as concrarf 
•* our feelings." The Chriftians having 
charged with being ufelefs to focicty, Tcita^ 
«co. lian fej thus replied to the charge with 
ufual eloquence : '< H ow can this be^ n 
'' we have the fame diet, habits and m 
" of life ? We are no Brachmans or. 
** Gymnofophifts who live in woods, .fi 
** ed from the world ; we are fenfible of 
obligation to God, and defpife none 
the good things he beflows, tho' carefd 
ufe them with temperance and fobriety. 
" make ufe of your markets, ihambles, bai 
<' taverns, (hops, fairs and other places of &: 
cial intercourfe. We go to fea, cultivateui^ 
improve the ground, employ ourfelves^ ill 
** merchandize, exercife mechanic arts, atxl 
" fell our manufaftures like other men. — Naat 
have rcafon to complain that we are unpro^ 
Stable, except bawds, panders bullies, ruf- 
*' fians, fellers of poifon, magicians, footh^ 
*^ fayers, wizards and aftrologcrs, the lucre of' 
" which men mufl injure the ftate/' 

Epifties of Tho' it was not the objeft of St. Paul td 

p^"^j.p"^^^ point out the influence of his preaching, but^ 

tiieir coQ-to exhort men to virtue; yet feme incidentsi 

i^mc^' paffages of his writings evince that he refonned 

the manners of his converts and rendered theiA 

alhamed of their former vices. In his epiftfe 

to the Romans he thus expreffes himfclf: fFhii 

fruit bad ye then in thcfe things whereof ye are fWH 

{ t) Apolog. cap. xlii. 

albamedi 
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lijhamed? for the end of thefe things is death- 

DHt now being made free from Jin and become the 

-Jkrvants of God^ ye have your fruit unto bolinefs 

Jmd the end everlajiing life. This apoftlc, alio 

Jn his epiftle to the Corinthians, obfervcs that 

lome of them were reclaimed by the GofpeU 

Be not deceived i neither fornicators ^ nor adulter ersi 

nor idolaters i nor effeminate perfons^ nor abufers of 

Sbemfelves with mankind^ nor thieves y nor covetous y 

ncr drunkards y not revilersy nor extortioners fiall 

inherit the kingdom of God. Andjuch were feme 

ef you \ but ye are wafhed, ye are Jan£lified in the 

name of the Lord Je/us and by the Jpirit of our 

God. St. Peter in the following paffagc alludes 

to che reformation wrought among the Jewifti 

converts in Pontus, Galatia and other places. 

^he time fafl of our life may Juffice us lo have 

wrought the will of the Gentiles when we walked 

; in iafcivioujne/sy luji^ excejs cf wine^ reve/lingSy 

■' hanquettings and abominable idolatries wherein they 

think it fbrange that ye run not with them to the 

Jaime excefs of riot. 



Clemens Romanus, in his firft epiftle to the works of 

- '^ the fa'^ — 

prove 



■ Corinthians, commends the many virtues off^ ^"^'^^^ 



[ this people. " Who/' faith he, " did ever live chriftians 

'! •* among you that did not admire your fober and '-^ °Ts* 

; «* moderate piety and declare the greatnefs of 

** your hofpitality ? You do all things without 

i; *^ rcfpcft of perfons, walking in Gods ftatutes, 

r " fubjeft to thofe who rule you, giving due 

: •* honour to your eldcfs. You command men 

*• to live honeftly and fobcrly : women to live 

" chafcly and holily, loving their hufbands and 

'^-*^ managing their houfhold affairs with all fo- 

* briety. You are humble not proud, content 

" with' the daily bread which God fupplies, 

. <* hearing diligently his word and enlarged in 

/ charity. 
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" charity/' It appears from the following paf* 
(age of Juftin Martyr that a confidcrable change 
was wrought in Iiis time on the profelytes to the 
Gofpel. We who formerly delighted in adul- 
tery, faith this philofopher(7), now obferve the 
ftridteft chaftity; we who ufed the charms of 
magic have devoted ourfelves to the true God; 
and we who valued money and gain above all 
things now cad what we have in common, and 
diftribute to every man according to his neccf- 
fities. " Among us, " fays Athenagoras, " the 
" meaneft labourers and old women, tho' unable 
to difcpurie and difpute for the utility of their 
profcflion, demonftrate its excellence by their 
*' lives and good works. They do not critical* 
** ly weigh their words nor recite elegant ora- 
** tionsi but manifeft honeft and virtuous ac- 
*' tions. Being buffeted they ftrike not again, 
«^ nor fue thofe at law who fpoil or plunder them ; 
*« they give liberally to thofe who afk and love 
« their neighbours as themfelves." " We 
^oo " deny not,*' (ays TertuUian {g)y " a pledge left 
" with us, we defile no man's marriage bed, 
** we pioufly educate orphans, relieve the in- 
" digent and render to no man evil for evil.— • 
«* The hufband now cured of his former jealou- 
** (y turns his wife and her new modefty out of 
«* his houfe ; the father fo tender of his unduti-t 
" ful fon, whilft an Heathen, difinherits hinoi 
" when he becomes a Chriftian and obedient 
«* to his will; and the maftcr hitherto fo kind 
«* to a faithlefs fervant difbands him on becom- 
" ing religious and faithful. So much is the 
** Chriftian name hated notwithftanding the ad- 
" vantages of the Gofpel, that the Jiuflband 
*' prefers a falfe wife, the father a rebellious fa» 

(f) Apol. il. U) Apol. up. iii. 

and 
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.' ^^ andl the mafccr a knavifh fervant to having ^^^f' 
<< them good and virtuous Chriftians." Min-< / ^ 
ucius Felix tells his advcriary how much the **« 
Cbriftians furpaflfed the beft philofophers who 
were oocorioufly wickedi adulterers, tyrannical^ 
and eloquent in declaiming againft the vice) 
of which they were moft guilty. " You/* (alth 
he to the Heathenj '* prohibit adultery and 
** praftife it; we continue faithful to our wives; 
" you punifli wickednefs when committed^ wc 
* chink it finful to indulge a wicked thought— 
*• It is witji your party the prifons are crowded; 
*^ not a fingle Chridian is there except a con- 
«* feffor or apoftate." It has been obfcrVcd CbJ 
of Origen that as he lived fo he taught, and as ^^ 
be taught fo he lived ; and furcly the exemplary 
conduct of fo learned and pious a man mufl: 
have had condderable influence on the conduft 
of others. " Enquire " faith Origen (ij, " iniQ 
'^^ the lives of fome of us; compare our former 
" and prefent mode of life, and you will find 
" in what impieties and impurities men were 
** involved before they embraced our doftrincs, 
" But fince they embraced them, how juft, 
<* grave, moderate and conftant are they be- 
'* comeS^ yea, fome' are fo inflamed with the 
<^ love of purity and goodnefs, as to abftain even 
^ from lawful enjoyments: the Church abounds 
** with fuch men, wherever the dodlrines of 
<* Cbriftianity prevailed. How is it poffible 
«« they can be peftilcnt members of fociety who 
** have converted many from the fink of vice 
. «* to the. ftudv of virtue, and a life of tempe- 

\ ^ raoce conformable to the diftaces of right 
*^ fcfifyni ■ we reclaim women from ini- 

^ f^ a^edty^ quarrelling with or parting from , 

(^f ^b. Hift. vi. 3. ry Qyncm Qclfum, Lib. t. 

E their 
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^Si^' " their hufhands J men from the wild cxtrivi^ 
" gance of the fpom and theatres, and reftnui^ 
" youth who arc prone to vice and luxury : ' ^ 
'^ painting not only the vilenefs of lu(t, but 
'' puniihment referved for the vicious and 
*• folutc." " They are not Chriftians," Ikyl' 

303 Laftantius (k)^ ^' but Pagans who rob by laiid^ 
and commit piracy by lea, who poifbn th^ 
wives for their dowries or their hufbands tiif[f ■ 
" they may marry their adulterers, who fttidi^^: 
'' gle or expofe their infants, commit inceft w^^' 
" their daughters, fifters, mothers « yeftftb^ 
<* who profticute their bodies to unnatuiiQ ltift|^ 
** 15»k heaven by witchcraft and commit a^^^^ 
^^ othercrimes odious to relate. Let thofe, 

$96 €€ Auguftine f/J, who charge Chriftianky Wil 
" being advcrfc to republics produce fuch ftp ^ 
*' diers, fuch hufbands> fuch wives, fuch pa 
*' fuch childrcn,fuch matters, fuch ftrvants. 



€€ 





€€ 
C€ 



** kings, fuch judges, fuch payers of debts an^ 
** collcftors or the revenue as this dodrine it- 

cjuires; and then let them dare to aflerc ^ 

it b boftile to the republic^ 

Their ia- Having provcd the virtues of the firft Chrii^ " 
noccnce ^\g^^^ fj.Q^ ^jj^ tcftinionics of Chriftian writen^ 

and virtues . 111 ^ 1 ^ . 

admitted by it may be thought neceflary to produce loQif * 
Heathenf. j^awn from Contemporary Heathens. Baroniv 
(m) (hews that the Heathen authors Julius Cih^ 
pitolinus and iElius Spartianus fupprcfTcd fcv6;' 
ral points which did honour to the ChriftianSf' 
nor could we reafonably cxpeft from Pagans 
drreft teftimonies to the virtues of men whofl} 
they cruelly perfccuted. However Heathc^j 
^ writers furnilh fufficient proofs of their inno--^ 
ccnce and' worth indireftlyand incidentally. It* 

wai 
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was a common faying of the Heathens, Caius ^fj^^ 
Sejus was a good man, only he was a Chri(lian; 
and Polycarp, Juftin and others who fuffered 
martyrdom were accufed of no crime except 
that of being Chrillians. Epagathus was put 
to death as the advocate of the Chriftians(ff) : 
and the title carried befoce Attalus when he was 
]ed to execution was, ihU is AttaUis ibi Cbriftian^ 
Before the martyrdom of Polycarp the Jewilh 
and Gentile inhabitants of Smyrna thus cried 
out, this is the teacher of AJia^ tbi fatber rf the 
CbriftianSi the deftrcycr of our gods who teacHetb 
all men not tofacrifice nor worjhip them {o). Aq 

2)iftlc of Pliny {p) the younger, proconful in 
itbynia under Trajan to this emperor, evinces 9S 
the innocence and virtues of the Chriilians o£ 
that province. The proconful aiks his mafter 
whether he fhould puni(h Chriftians for the 
name, tho' innocent in other refpefls; tells him 
he repeatedly afked perfons brought before him 
whether they were ChriAians and pcrfcvcrcd in 
the profeflion of the Gofpel, that he threatened 
to corred: thofe who perfifted and enforced his 
threats ; as they deferved to be chaftized at lead . 
for their obftinacy. Some, faith he, were ac- 
cuied of being Chriftians, who as a proof o£ 
their innocence offered incenfe to the gods» 
Others, who were charged by an informer with 
profeffing Chriftianity, acknowledged they had 
formerly been Chriftians but renounced their, 
error : thefe alfo worfhipped your image and 
the images of the gods and uttered imprecations 
agunfl: Chrift. . Thefe latter affirmed that the 
great crime of the Chriftians confifced in af- 
fembling oh a certain day before light, to (ijig 
hymns unto Chrift, and bound themfelves by an 

f ij Eaftb. r* I. (•) £ttftb. in 15. (f) Lib. x. fipiili xdviit 

' 1^ a oath 
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^?rt'' " ^^^^ hufhands; mco frorn the / to fteal, rob, 
'^ J L' *' gance of the fports and tb^ ,7. After this they 
" youth who arc prone tr ;^^ain to take an in- 
'• painting not only th- ^^^/niicuoufly. I tried, 
*' puniihmcnt refer- . . ;;.''rriith by the torture of 
*« folute/' *f TV ;^ prefent at their worlhipj 
303 Laftantius (k ' * i/rxccpt an obftinate kind of 
" and conf' . /r^^ to cxcefs. We find other 
" wives ^ ^; ;<L/j rcftimonies of their innocence 
•* the . h'-^i^of fucceeding emperors. Seren- 
*• **' \^b^f Adrians proconful in Afia, rc- 
* ^^ ^^to this jjmperor the injuftice of putting 
* *in* '^ death when no crime was proved* 
i'^^yjt/icmC?); and Antoninus Pius Adrians 
^flbr was fo fully perfuadcd of -their inno- 
^ncc ^^^ ^^ ^^^ injuftice done them, that he 
^grgcd the commons of Afia with accufing 
fhcmof crimes which they could not prove (r). 
jVfany perfons, fays this Heathen emperor, have 
confulted me relative to the Chriftians; and I 
have acquainted them all that if any one ac- 
cufes a Chrikian merely on account of his reli- 
gion, the accufed perfon fhall be acquitted and 
the accufcr punilhed (j). But in the fucceeding 
reign this degree of lenity was withdrawn 
by M. Antoninus the philofopher, who put to 
death in Gaul thofe who refufcd to practife' 
Htathen rites; tho' they had not been guilty 
of any other crime (/). In a courfe of tims 
their perfeverance in virtue prevailed fo far * 
that Julian (») the Apoftate, in an epiftle to ■• 
Arfacius an Heathen pontuT, recommended the • 
charities and other virtues of the Chriftians to 
the imitation of the Pagans. This emperof* 
defired Arlacius to turn his eyes to the means 

(q) Eufcb. Hift. iv, 9. (r j Eufob. iv. ^. & Juft, Mart. 

Apol. ii. (s) Juft M.\rt. Apol. i. (t) Clciici. Hi^ 

Eccl. A. D. 167. Sea. 15. (u) Epift. ixl. 

whereby 
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yvherebjr the.fupcrftition of the Chriftians was ^^^* 
propogatrd i by lanfticy of life, by kindncfs to 
ftr angers and by the attention they paid to the 
burial of the dead. He reco.nntends an im- 
kation of their virtues, exhorts the pontiff to 
prevail on the prieds of Gaiacia to attend to the 
worftiipof the godsj enjoins works of charity, 
and defires him to relieve the diftreflfed and to 
build houfes for the acccomodation of ftrangers 
of whatever religion. It is> faith he, a difgracc 
to the Pagans to difregard thofe of their owq 
religion; while Chriftians do kind offices to 
'firangers and enemies. Whence it appears that 
the Chriftians were improved in benevolence and 
morals by the Gofpel; and even the Heathens 
improved by the example of the Chriftians. 
Such were the principal ttftimonies of the 
Heathens concerning the innocence and virtues 
of the primitive Chriftians ; and we find tho& 
teftimonies corroborated by various other proofs 
which Ihall be exhibited in the following pages. 

With refpe<5t to Chriftianity in general we General 
may obferve that it aboliflied or abated the wor-^^rf^i^, 
ihip of cruel^ impure or vindiflive deities anditr- 
feveral fuperftitions far lefs ofFenfive than thofe 
introduced by its teachers. It is generally im- 
ag^ied that its happy effeds were confined al* 
moft CO the Hrft ages of the Church and ex- 
tended litde further; but the following pages 
will prove this opinion to be founded on igno* 
raoce or prejudice. As foon as Chriftianity 
became the ei'tabliftied religion of ftates and the 
detgy powerful, many of them employed their 
bfluence in checking every impure or cruel z&y 
fornication, adultery, licentious divorces, in- 
fanticide^ the fights of gladiators, duels, the 
YioleBce of \var and the vices of kings. The 

£ J Gofpel 
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CHAP. Gorpel and its teachers promoted charitable'iihi 
; ' ^ frifnrion<8^ emancipated flaves, abated rhc ri- 
gours of fervitudc, redeemed captives, impro- 
ved the condition of females, protefbed widowi 
and orphans againft injufcice^ orphan princes 
againft ufurpers and rebellious fubjefts, fubjcSs 
againft exa6lion and oppreffion> the weak a* 
gainft the powerful in fuirs at law, the goods 
and perfons of the (hipwrecked againft plun- 
derers and every defc^ption of afBi6led perlbn 
againft the diftrefs which overwhelmed thenk 
It not only leflened revenge, pride, fuiddc 
human facrifices and other crimes of polifted 
Heathens i but difcouraged and abated ttatof 
evils almoft peculiar to Barbarians, namely, 
ferocity of manners, hardnefs and coldocft^ 
heart, aloveof rapine and of piracy, ignoiaboe' 
of letters, of arts, of agriculture and of ferml 
comforts and conveniencies well known to the 
civilized. To Chriftianity and its teacheis the 
fcholar is indebted for books, the weak orde« 
formed for life, the diftreffed man for relief, the 
afflifted for consolation, the fervant for liberty 
or tender treatment, the hufband for an exemp- 
tion from the brawls of jealous wives, the' wife 
for the entire and undivided regard of her huf» 
band as well as for protcftioh againft his ctu- 
elty and profligacy, the weak for patrom^ 
againft the powerful in fuits at law, various king- 
doms for merciful codes, and .many polifhed 
nations for arts, agiiculture and civilizatba. 
The man of erudition muft refpeft Chriftianity 
and its teachers for difteminating and preferviog 
literature, the well informed lawyer for im- 
proving the laws of various countries, the be- 
nevolent man for encouraging charity, maftcfli 
miftrcflcs and children for promoting domeftic 
concord^ the honeft man for difcouraging iheft 
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^;, and robbery, and every man of intclleft or in- ^?,^^' 
formation for the numerous advantages ic has 
.^.produced, and for prevcnring rclapfcs to barba- 
. ' rifm, ignorance and vicious prailices. None 
have juft caufe for afperfing, reviling or deriding 
. .thci Gofpcl but affaflins, foi nicaturs or adulter- 
ers, the unjuft or unmerciful, the proud or vin- 
. , di£ttve, the narrow hearted and uncharitable 
whom it fcverely threatens and excludes from its 
. . rewards. The dciftical book-worm fhould know 
. that he is indebted for books to Chriftianity and 
. its teachers who preferved the valuable treafures 
. . of aacienc literature. The female whofe huf^ 
.. , band was coavi6t^d of adultery muft know that 
he would not have treated her thus had he been 
'a good Chriftian: She (hould be told for her 
.. . com&rt, were it not for the Gofpel your huf- 
band might have feveral wives and ^our (late 
would be wretched with them and their children. 
One might tell a deid who was divorced from 
. an adulterous wife, (he would have been faithful 
had (be not defpifed the promi(es and threats of 
religion. The deiftical brawler for liberty in- 
ftcad of reviling the Gofpel ought to be ena- 
moured qf it; 101 having emancipated (laves 
and for abating the rigours of (lavery in thofe 
who continued in a Rate of fervitude. The 
- feeble or deformed deift inftead of afper(ing 
Chriftianity ought to admire and revere it; for 
prcferving him in his infancy from being ftran- 
gledj drowned or expofed as was ufual among 
.the Heathens. The unbeliever who had been 
robbed by his fervant (hould be told, " had 
•* the fellow been a fincere Chriftian your mo- 
." ncy would be fafc." The dciftical friend of 
f fuicide (hould be told, he would not have aft- 
ed thus had he the aid of religion to fupport 
, \gssk vuider his afflidtions. The following hif- 
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tory would furnifli many obfervatiens of tfiii' 
kind on almoft every evil that can occur in (b- 
ciety. We now proceed to prove and iUuJttMi 
thefe points. 

f ^a^d^tts Chriftianity has been inftrumental iin di&* 
teachers minating and preferving moral and cladical 
^Ild'prl knowledge in every nation in which it was cP • 
ferved lite- tablilhed. The law, the Gofpel, the fifft'^ 
raturc. comments on ihem and the works bf the h^-' 
thers were written in Hebrew, Greek, *r vl 
Latin ; which rendered a knowledge of thcfe;^ 
three languages indifpenfably nfeceflfery to evfr-'*' 
ry man who wiftrtM to be an intelligent Chr^ '' 
tian. Chriftianity being contained ih bookl^ ' 
theOfe of letters became neceffary to icsteach- 
* ers ; nor could learning have been cotitely lolt;* 
while there was an order of men who wot ''j! 
obliged to poffefi a moderate Iharc of it, lb'"' 
qualify them for the priefthood, and to entiA *^ 
them to its emoluments. In Tacitus's (w) 
time, the German nations were ftrangers t6 
letters; and the two following fafts prove that 
other nations were likely to continue illiteratt5 
had not the teachers of the Gofpel exerted 
themfclves for their inftrudion. The Scy- 
thians, having made themfclves mafters df 
Athens, brought together into one heap all thfc 
books they found there ; and would havfe 
confumcd the valuable treafure, did not one of 
them tell his companions, that while thfc 
Greeks amufed themfclves with thofe, they ttc*- 
gle(flcd the art of war and were eafily over* 
come (x). Theodoric a Gothic prince would 
not fuffer the children of his fubjedls to 
be inftrudled in the fciences; imagining th^ 

^w) De moribas Germ. fx) Zonaras Annal. xi« £6. .. 

fuch 
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fucS ihftrutStioh enervated th^ niitfd, rendered "^^fj^ 
then' Uhfic for martial exploits and that the boy v m^M.i 
i^ho trembled at the rod, would never look 
undaunted at a fword or fpeaf (y). But no 
(boner was Chriftianitypro|X)gatedambtig bar- 
barians ; than they were inftrufted in the ufeof 
letters: ubipkiatiibi mujishcust piety and the ^ 
ftiufes refided together in the fchools. iJl- * 
bhilaiH a Gothic bi(hop, invented letters for 
faia itlttefate countrymen, tranflated the bible 
into the vulgar tongue for their ufe^ ^and in- 
ftrufted cbeth in its dodrines He did not 
tftoflace the books of Kings, which he thought 
Uflfit for the Goths who were already too prone 
to war and violence (z). Some Goths foon 
became to Well informed, that they compared 
thenr VerGoft with the Latin, the Greek and the 
Hebrew originals. Sunnia and Fretila, two 
Gothic divines havihg confiilted Jerome about ^ ^ 
dsrcnin paflages of the pfalms, where the La^ 
tin tranOation differed from the Greek; he 
expiefied hitnfelf as follows : ^^ Who would 
«♦ believe that the barbarous Gctae (hould fcek 
<* for truth from the Hebrew tongue, or that 
»« the <Sermans (hodd feek for the elqucncc 
** of the holy fpirit ; while the Greeks were 
« engaged in idle contention ? That the hand 
«• long cailous with the fword or bow 
«< ihould apply to the pen, or that fe- 
•< rtacious hearts (hould turn to Chriftian mild- 
«« nefs ? Now is the prophecy of Ifaiah ful- 
•« filled, they (hall beat their fwords into 
^ plougHfli&res and their fpears into pruning 
«« hoc^s (a).'' Ansgarius, the chief apoftle of ^^^ 

{j) ^rotQt>. 4e B»Uo Goth. Lib. i^ bap. «€ 
(s) Socrat. It. 32. Sozom. ri. 36. miiloftor;. 11.5. 
{m) Hierom. Opufc. vol. z, p. 6a6: £dic. Paiis. x7ofi. 
\k) MabiU. AdttiL la«. 

the 
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CHAP- the northern nations, not only preacbf^^ 
■ . J • Gofpel to thofe barbarians, but cQi 

fchools for the inflru&ion of youth in rclq 
,and letters. Cyril (cj and Methodus, who 
.verted the Bulgariansi Moravians and Bobe- 
' mians at^ut the fame time, previouHy li^ 
vented the Slavic alphabet and tranflaced tlic 
Bible and fome Greek and Latin authors ioto 
the Slavic tongue ; for the purpofe of expand- 
.ing their narrow minds and fofcening . t| 
.hard hearts to pity and mildnefs. Neaj^M 
fame may be faid of other barbarians v}£^ 
,came profelytes to the Gofpct. In R ufl^i 
■ teachers of Cbriftianity rccamtncnded ■ ft( 
fame time the Gofpei and letters, the rui " 
.of the aits, of law and order; and wCffiifi 
conded in their exertions by religious 
whoemployed (kilful Greeks, for the 
tion.of the cities, and for the infttufUoo 
. .the people. •' The dome and paintings of.t 
" famous cathedral of St. Sophia at Conftaotv 
" nople, were rudely copied in the Kuffia 
*' churches; the writings of the fathers weit 
" tranflated into the Sclavonian langU3ge,;aod 
•' 300 noble youths were invited or compeUd 
" to attend ledurcs in the college of JariA 
** lau (dy. But when a love of literature 
wasfucceedtd by a love of arms, few had in- 
. ducements to fludy except men educated for 
the clerical profcflion ; nor could a knowledge 
of the Greek and Uoman cUlTics have been 
propagated fo univerrally as it was, had not 
the clergy found them nccelTary for underftind- 
ing the fcripturcs and the works of the fathieu- 
By this means, churchmen pofleffed moft d 
(he learning of tbofe times, and banded it « 

if) Balbiiii Mifcel. p&rs i. (d} Gibbon^ Hift. ch. L 
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;-'.^8own to their fucceflbrs, ^i^ho had the merit of ^f|^* 
^ coUeAing, tranfcribing and preierving books s^^^^v^ 

■ Xwhich otherwifc muft have perifhed, when a 
"' tafte for erudition was almoft extin£t, and the 
*' imQion of laymen was direded to arms. la 
'^Ihort the dijfFufion and prefcrvation of litera- 

■ "^urc are to be afcribed to the Gofpel, to its 
' teachers and to ecclefiaftical e(labli(hmeots 
;1for the maintenance of the clergy. Had there 
■'**iidlt been fuch eftabliflimcnts, teachers would 
' ^GOti degenerate ; as few would facrifice time 

^iu)d cxpence in colleges, on the bare profpedt 
^"^^rf being affiftants to or even mailers of 
>- Ichools. If inftruftors of youth grow ignorant 
' a proportionable ignorance muft foon prevail 
' amobg their pupils s and we may eafily judge 
'"" df ^ejDohfequences. Were an ignoraqt laity 
; , jreety to induldge their fancies on religious 
^ 'ftlt^oAs unaffifted and uncontrouled by the 
' *learMdj a nation might be ftocked with fana^ 
^ 'iics ai^ rebels; if they fubmit implicitly to 

-ignorant guides without enquiry, they might 
I hecotne dupes and flaves to impoftors and cy- 
' -ranti.' Surely the friend of literature (hould 

'- sbC be adverfe to the Gofpel and its teachers 
. ' ivho preferved all the ancient authors that ar^ 
■^ IIQW in estiftenc? ! 

*• If ire compare the condition of mankind it abated 
- before and after the promulgation* of the Gof- ^^.j^* ^^J^^^ 
• pd, we fliaU^ find it improved its converts in 
virtue tnd faappinefs. At Chrift's appearance 
dw Jews were extremely illiberal and regarded 
~ - all who diffisred from them in religion, as im- 
pure, pfofiuie atid defpicable. O Lord, fays 
' the-Jew in Efdras (f), rbou madeft tbt world 



6o the BJhrj of the EffeSs 

CHAP^ fgrourjakei as for ibe other feopU who cam 
"'* out of Udamy tbou baft faid they are nqibif^^ iat 
be like unto fpittUy and haft likened them to sit^ 
•thai falleih from a veffel. According to36i 
Luke(/')» it was unlawful for a Jew ta ibf 
.eompany with or come unto one of another natim 
The Je^s would not eat with the Samaritao% 
a it& of the Hebrews, nor cpnverie witk 
them familiarly, nor accept from them i^ 
fmalleft compliment even of a drop q£ w% 
. ter {g). An Heathen writer charges dj^ 
Jews with not pointing out his way to the t(^ 
veller, nor afpring to the thirfty man uokfillt 
was of their religion. 

Non monftrare vias eadem nififaera ccktui^ ■_. 
^ajitum ad fontem folum deducere vp'^twu ^ % 

St. Peter would not enter the houfe^fff 
. Cornelius a Gentile, but in obedience to a <li« 
vine command conveyed to him in a vifion. 
This vifion and the gift of the Holy Gboft 
to the Gentiles as well as to the Jews, were b- 
tended to combat fuch erroneous opinions spd 
narrow prejudices i and had the defired eStfii 
on St. Peter and on his converts. In conff- 
quence of that vifion, the apoftle opened ifS 
mouth and faidy of a truth I perceive that God 
is no refpeffer of perfons, but in every Kation be 
that feareth him and worketh righteoufnefs is ac- 
cepted with him. When the miraculous gift 
of tongues was imparted to the Heathens 9X 
well as to the Jews, Peter anfwered and fmd% 
coit any man forbid water that thefe fhouldne^H 
haptijei who received the Holy Gboft as wdlM 
we ? The Jewilh converts cenfured St. Peter 
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fer eating with the Gentiles \ and when in his- chav. 
own vindication he related the circumAance of < 
riie virion^ the Jewifh Chriftians filled with the 
Chriftian fpirit of univerfal benevolence cr\^ 
ifUtf then hatb God olfo to tbf Gentiles granted 
repentance unto life (/'). Such was the happy 
change wrought by the Gofpet pa the ienti- 
mmts of this narrow-minedi illiberal and pre- 
Jlidiced people ! The change was perceptible* 
in the time ot Juftih martyr (k)^ who thus i^ 
exprefleshimfelf : " We who hated each. other « 
'< and tefufed to aflcciate with pcrfons of a 
•* difitrent tribe, now convcrfe together fami- . 
•« liarly fincc the coming of Chrift." The 
benevolent do£h:ines of the Gofpel ferved as a 
bond of union betweenf iiKlependent nations, 
broke the partition which feparated the -Hea- . 
chens and Hebrews, abated their prejudices, 
and rendered them more liberal in their con- . 
du£b to each other. 

Among the ancients, pride and vanity mul- li checked 
tiplied kings. The Amorites had five, thirty- promoted^ 
one fought againft Jo(hua, thirty- two againft^umiiicy. 
Benhadad and we read of feventy in the time . 
of the Judges. Aknoft every part of ancient . 
Greece was parcelled out into regal diftrifh ; . 
there were ten kings in Theflaly and fix in Pel- 
oponefus m Homer's time. On the decline of. 
the Roman empire pride and fervility prevailed 
to fucha degree among the Heathens, that the 
rmpe^ors claimed and received the moft blaf- 
phemdus tides. To flatter the vanity of Au- 
guftiis, Virgil (I) divided the empire between 
bim atKl Jupiter; and Lucan(^i»^, to gratify 
the pride of Nero, confidered all the outrages 



(iJAasx. r^)Ap^u. fD^^UU. f0)Phin:LibJ« 
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^VL* committed in the civil wArs as beneficial haviflgt 
^ HI ,, ^ been preparatory to bis accelfion to the thn 
Tem^es were built in honour of Augufttis ; 
Calligula erefted a temple and golden ftatw 
himfelfy inftituted facrifices and appointed pr* 
to officiate in the fervice (n)^ So impious 
vain was Domitian that he publilhed his ediAlIJ 
with this preamble, our Lord and God fo ccnti! 
mands it; and reouired thefe titles when.oa0li(' 
wrote or fpoke of \i\m(o). If we compMi*; 
the fentimencs and condudt of .tbofe Hcatbniilfe' 
with the opinions and adlions of Ibme Jreljgi9Ji|R' 
men among the Jews and Cbriftians, the OQUgti 
traft mufc appear fcriking. The old and nefpT 
teftament abound with paflages tending.iffri 
humble the proud and to teach them their onm^ 
Iktlenefs and dependancy on God. In the bt^y 
mer we are told chat the Lord maketb f9ar,4mi^J: 
maketo rich, bringeth low and liftetb up, be ra^i^ 
^ ihe poor out of the duft and liftetb up tbe bm0hi. 
from tbe dunghill to fet bim among princes. .King, • \ 
David called himfelf a fervant of fervants, and 
thus cxprefied himfelf on another occaGon*, 
^ine, O Lordi is the greatnejs and tbe power aud*' 
tbe glory and the viSory and tbe maj(Jiy j for tfft; 
tbat is in beaven and eartb is tbiney botb ricbei- 
and p4wer, come of tbee, thou reignejl over allasd^: 
in thine band is power and might. In the ncF:: 
teftament v/t are told that God rejijietb tbe / P iirf '! 
and givetb grace to the bumble ; thai be vote ex^.t 
attetb him/elf Jhall be abqfed and be who bumUeth:. 
himfelf Jhall be exalted-. Our Saviour was a paK:' 
tern of humility, and lefc us an example that*:' 
we (hould follow his fccps : nor can it be denicdr 
that bis example bad confiderable influence o«. . 
^5 his fincere followers. Clemens Romanuscom* 

f •) Soeton. (9) Siivton. In Domit cap. xiii. & Orofius riw im. 
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mends the humble fpirit of the CorinthiarR, chap.' 
rcprcfents them as free from vanity, and fubjefl t "'' m 
to pthcn rather 'than fubjcfting others to them. 
After they had fallen into a little faAiOHi he ex- 
horted them fo lay afide all haughtinefs, not to 
glory in wifdom, ftrcngthorrichcsj but to fol- 
low the example of Chrift who was fo humble 
as to endure every evil tho' able to do whatever 
he pleafed. So efficacious was Chriftianity ia 
repreffing vanity and humbling its profeflbrs, 
that fome of them reje£ted the crown of mar- 
tyidotn and would not fuffer men to call them 
martyrs f^^. Conftantine the firft Chriftian 
emperor, tho* in fome points little influenced 
by the Gofpel, peiformed many afts in com- 
pliance with his religion and with the injunftions 
of its teachers. He rehifed honours which had 
been accepted by his predeceflbrs, and even dii^ 
tributed thro' the provinces various medals of 
himfelf in an humble attitude of Chriftian de- 
votion (q). This emperor, having been told 
of his bappinefs in getting to the fummit of 
power in this world/ and of his well founded 
expe£tation of future felicity, rebuked the flat- 
terer and deQred men to pray to God that he 
may be a worthy fervant of his heavenly maf- 
ter both in this world and in that which is to 
come (r). We have a Ihining pattern of cha- . 
rity as well as humility in the empre(s Placilla, 
the wife of Theodofius the great, who attended iio 
the fick in the hofpicals with her own hands. 
Somie of her courtiers having condemned her 
condefcenfion flie anfwered, to diftribute gold 
Itecame the emperor ; but for her part (he 
thought it her duty to do this for God who 

> (f) SMCaTM Primitive ChriftUaitjr, Ptrtii. {f) Vide 

KeffltTf Aotiq. Scpttoc p. 399. {f) Baroa. AnoaJ. js^- 
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CSAF. to rejoice at the misfortunes of enemies. Ai 
vjTN-^ toc!e ('^^ called patience under afflifllons the: 
vinueof a flavc; and Tuliyf'f^ obferves rhata 
good man injures no perfon, unlefs infligaied 
by ill ufage. Auguftusfi^^, having revenged 
Cefar's death at PhilHpi, ercfted a temple to 
Mars Ultor; and the amiable Gcrmanicus (?) 
exhotied his friends to be revenged of thofe who 
poifoned or bewitched him. We admit that 
Plato, Epiifletus and a few others argued agaiail 
the return of injuries; but a learned writer (/) 
has proved their arguments to be in fame re- 
fpcfts faile, and their inducements to forgivc- 
nefs feeble, when comuareci to thofe propofcd 
by the Golpcl. It would be difficult to point 
out any motive to the practice of this virtue 
fo flrong as that which Chridianity oScrst 
namely that we can e:[pca no pardon of our 
,. own offences, if we protective our revenge t* 

gainll thole who injured us. Chrift faid of hii 
murderers, father fargiv: them, for tbey knaa 
net what ibey do : and when St. Sleptien was 
ftoned, he kneeled do«n and laid, LorA, laj 
tut this fin to ibeh- charge. The cfirifiian prin- 
cipk ot forgivcncfs is alfb forcibly inctilc»td 
in the writings of the apcfioiical fathers, eipet! 
cially Polycarp and Ignatius-,'^). " Not ren- 
" dcring," faiih Polycarp, "evil for evd, rail- 
" ing for railing, ftriking for fcnking or curfing 
•* for curling. Be ye mild at their anger," 
faith I:^naiiii&, " humble at tlicir boaftingsi to 
** their bia(j)hemies return your prayers, to cheit 
" errors your lirmncfs in the faith. When rii^ 
*• arc crtiei, be ye gentte, not endeavouring ta 

(i) Eehiei iv. ii. fr) Do ofTiciii Lib. i. wp. 7. ft Lih. 

iii. cap. 19. (d'J Sjiion. & Ov-il Fafti. I ii. pi -u r".«. i 

(f) ficit: Ann.1. H 71. (/J Ltlawh Ctiriftiaii 

tlJ WiiM Apodolicil FMheiK 
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« imitate their ways: be thrir brethren in all ^I'Af. 

K^ . ^ kindne&, followers of the Lord who was ^ 

d( >' more unjuftly ufed, more deftitute, more def- 

if ^ fifed than any perfon.'^ The real Chrifrian 

^ -does npt harbour a vindiAivefpirit towards his 

r ^ neighbour; from che example of Chjifc and his 

;! < iiBifnediace followers: he knows it mufc be -a bar. 

i' .lo the foigiveMfs of bis^own o£Eences» and pr&« 

'\ ' vent him from repeating the Lord's prayer \a 

his deirottons. It appem fi*om Tertiillian(^),^ 

iMt the Christians of his time not only drop^ 

' ped dieir refentmenc towards thofe who injured 

them^ but did tiiem kind offices; with a lib^ 

erality unknown before the Gofpel was pfomuK 

gated. All men, f^ith he^ love their &iends ; 

but it is peculiar to Chriltians to love their ene- 

•mies, to return kindnefs for hatred, and to pray 

• thajt their enemies may obtain forgi venefs from 
God. Pgulus(i) a Chriftian, who was brought 

• to the block to be executed fibr an inSej^ible ^^s 

• adherence to his religion, requefccd a little time 
to colled: himfelf : his reqneft having been com-t 
plied with, he prayed aloud unco God to coo- 

.vert nations wallowing in ignorance, to forgive 
the fiUy multitude who inhilted him, the em- 
peror under whom he was perfecuted^ the judge 
vho pafied fentence on him and che executioner 
who was ready to ftrike off his head. The 
- 1uirc}*hearted multitude were fo mollified by his 
'pious addre(s that they fobbed and wept; efpe* 
cially when they faw him at the conclufion of 

• hb prayer laying his head on che block to be 
-forercd firom his body. Chriftianity had con- 
' Udoiable influence on the fentiments and aiflions 

of the emperor Theodofius the younger in va- 4M» 
rious relpe6bs. He was well verfed in Sqrip ] 

(k) M SsspuiMii. (0 fittfcb. Hift. vitL ft6. 
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^7ii'' ^"'^' fafted twice a week and was fond of fing- 
ing pfaims : and his piety and devotion producol 
beneficial effeds. He was diftinguiihed for 
clenaency, difcouraged cruel ipeftaclesj «nd 
.learned to bridle his anger, to endure grief pa- 
tiently and to revenge none who injured him (i). 
In every age of the .Church there have beci 
•inftances of forgivenefs on Gofpel principlei; 
ud none perhaps more rennarkable than the &I7 
ilowing. John, Patriarch of Alexandria andconh 
610. monly called John the Almoner, applied Sjcr^ 
.ture happily in reconciling differences and alM^ 
* ^ting reveng^j. Having laboured in vain to per- 
-fuade a man of quality in his diocefe, to be re- 
;conciled to one who had injured him s he invited 
the former to hear prayers in his ChapeUwheit 
none wias prefenc except himfelf and the Clerk. 
When they came to the Lord's prayer and pro- 
nounced the vfords forgive us our trefpajfes as we 
forgive them thai trefpafs agaitift us, the bilhop 
turned co him and defired him to refleA on what 
-he afked of God, and how he promifed to.for- 
give thofe who offended him as an inducemcifat 
to God to treat him with the like compafliob. 
Having heard tbefe words he threw himfelf at 
the bi^op's feet and declared his readinefs to 
follow his'diredtions and to be reconciled to his 
enemy (/). The following is an inftance of that 
charity and forgivenefs which the bifhop r#» 
commended to others. Some malicious perfbos 
having bred a quarrel between him and Nicetas 
^governor of Alexandria; the bi(hop fent to his 
•miQnformed friend in the evening to acquaint 
him that the Sun was almofc fet. This mefTage 
having reminded the governor of the Gofpel 
precept of reconciliations he haftened to the 

(k) Socrat: vii. 21 (/) Baron: Aniul. 6to. 
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tfrchiepifeopal palace where bfs overture was chap. 
joyfully received by the bifViop who advifed him » \ ^ 
10 (hue his ears againft bufy informers^ and ne« 
Iter to form a judgment until he beard t)oth. 
0de8. Out of many other examples of this 
vircue which may be produced, the author has 
ehofen the following to clofe this fubjeft. Cer- 
taio pcribns having curied Lewis the 9th of tt^o 
|?)raj)ce for rigoroufly punifhing a blafphemer, 
ti^e king was advifed to punifh them alfb; buc 
the pious king refufed to dp fo and faid, he 
Gfccly pardoned them becaufc they only offend* 
fd hiinrclf(Mj. 

Fornication was allowed in all Heathen na- ic difcoa* 
tibns^rior can this be a matter of furprizc when^^^J^^"^-^ 
this vice was fuppofed to have been praftifcduon, 
^y ^c GodSj and required by the religious rites 
^ many kingdoms. In the Gentile world ibme 
Obcmed. fornication difgraceful in females, but 
not in the males; while that vice is condemned 
by the Gofpel and by the laws of its profeifors. 
irhe Heathens were total ftrangers to the purity 
recommended by the Gofpel, which exprefsJy 
Rnrbtds that vice,, and acquaints us that who* 
;ver looketh on a woman to luft after her hath. 
committed adultery with her already in his heart. 
Iffi, letter and fpirit improved the laws of all 
cprifiian kingdoms; in refped to purity, mercy 
ind other particulars. The firft Chriftian prin* 
:c8 piud extraordinary attention to purity of 
ilianncrs among their fubjefls. Conftantine 
tiuilt a Church at Heliopolis where a temple of 3*«i 
Venus ftood, overturned another temple of her's 
It mount Lebanon, and abolilhed the impure 
rites pradifed in tbofe places. The laws of 

^) JoiayiUe & Math : Faris^ 
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C"A^- rhis princf forbid Chriftian females to be pill 

*^ ^^ ,_| ^ into brothels, and difcouragcs other crimes too 

ihocking to relate. The emperor Confcaniim 

3!7 encouraged the redemption of fcniales from the 

379 *flcw.--i ^nd the laws of Ihcodofms the great, 

40* Theodofius the younger, Jultinian, Kecefwift- 

5J7 thus and other religious princes threaten tte 

keepers of infamous houfes with heavy ptnd- 

tics(«). According to a Uw of Uecefwinthus,* 

560 rehgious king of the Vifigoths, the woman wfco 

kept a brothel in a city waj. condemned to »■ 

Ccive 300 lalhcs, and fuffered 10 go into cXiUi 

, provided Ihe promikd never to return (ohtf 

illicit prafticcs. It Ihe relapfcd or irturnd, 

— fhc was laftied as before, deliverrd as a ftbe 

to fomc poor pcrfon and never fuffered to 10- 

pear abroad in the c\X}f(ii). It wi5' appcarffl 

the fcquel that Chrifcianity was produiSirt of 

extraordinary degrees of cbaflity and puritf 

both before and after the promulgation of the 

laws juft alluded to. 

itdiftou- Bardefanes {f) the famous Syrian hcretie 
Ij«my'^ obferved that the Chriftian code was extrem^ 
I7 ufeful to mankind: fmce its profefibrs ^^ 
tained the virtues and rejfded the vices of tbff 
different nations where it was promulgated. 
I7J " In Parrhia," fait!) he, " where polyglrfl)' 
" prevailed, they are not polygamies; in Per- 
" fia they do not marry their own daoghteni 
." in BaSria and Gaul they do not violate, the 
" marriage bed ; nor do they wherever they 
•' rcfidc yield to the influence of the comiK 



(j)) Soorat. i, tl,r. \%. Theod. yovdl.3iTl]i. Jd 
KO*«U. Cdlal. \v,. Tit, i. Mi«ron. in Efli. Lib. ii, c 
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.^ laws and wicked cuftotns which are familiar ^^^' 
•* to others." Chriftianity has rendered the 
domeftic flare much happier in all couotries 
Which embraced it. It aboli(he-d polygamyi a 
pradtice repugnant to the iDtenti^nof our Crc* 

^ftcor, who at firft made one male and one fe- 

. male for fecial comfort and the propaganoo of 
fbe (pedei^. Thefe ends are not anfwered by a 
Iplurality of wives ; for if one man has manf 

.-^vcs, itveral men an have none, from the c* 
^J^ity of males and females born into the 
"world. Modtefquieu (f ) allows that the cli^ 
tioMe of fome Afiatic countries leems favbura* 
bk to poly^my ; but condemns the pradice 
al 4(1 iolet €0 unnatural crimes, a fourcc of dif» 
terd, and unftrviceable to parents, to children 
tndco human kind. In confequence of that 

. pra6tice> mutual jealoufies mult fubfift between 
the wives and children ; and partialities which 
We unavoidable, muft be a Conftant fource of 
firife and difcontent. Socrates who had two 
wives, was juftly punifhed for countenancing 
fo milchievous an ufage. To his former wife 
Xantippe he took another called Myrto; and 
thus had two fcolds inftead of one to exerciie 
liis patience. For while they difagreed they 
were continually (colding or fighting each o« 
ther; and while they agreed they brawled at 
him i and often attacked him with their Bfls as 
well as with their tongues (r). Euripides {sj 

' die poet was coupled to two noify vixens; 
who fo plagued him wijh their jealoufies and 
quarrels that he became a profeffed woman-ha- 
tcn For thefe and perhaps weightier reafons, 
the Gofpcl prohibits polygamy i and the tirft 

X;) Spirit of Laws, x9d: A, ^. (rj Diog* Laert. 
(t) AttL 0«L X?. %Q. , ^ ' 
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<^*^- Chiiftians, who underftood the fpirit of tus 

»— yJ,* religion better than ihc author of tiic Thclypl 

thora, condemned a praflicc fo dtftruflivfrj 

the happincfs of individuals of both fexes. ■ 

It difcoB- Adultery was allowfd by the religion, l| 
Mr'linu''' '^"^ ^'^ ufagcs of lotiic Hcathcn ftares. G«| 
lieatitjmi* tilcs inclined CO the crime were encouraged ll 

divo-eei ^Y\c example of Jupiter, and even by fome-i 

the wifcft lawgivers. In Ibme cafes it was pd 
miiced by Lycurgus C \ and by the lavirs ; 
cuftoms of the Sici >, Ba6lrians, Tyrrhi 
ans, Thracians, anu v„bcr Gentile nations (i^ 
Not only adultery but licentious divorces wi 
common at Chtift's appearance. Mofes p 
mitted divorces in foi c cafes on account 
the ftubborntrs of his people ; but in procd 
of time the Jews folicited and obtained dmi 
on the moft trifling occafions (ui). Heathen 
lawgivers alfo allowed divorces on the moftfif> 
volous pretences ; tho' with few bad cf 
while rigid morals Ufled in their republics. 
when luxury had corrupted men, the inconvf 
nience of this praiftice mufl: have been feniil 
felt. Where fcparations were eafiiy obtainwSI 
neither hufband nor wife were anxious to pieai^' 
each other -, nor could parents who were like! 
to feparate, unite cordially in the education 
their children. This abqfe was grown Co 
fupportabic at Chrill's appearance, that he 
folutely prohibited divorces except for 
caufe of adultery : which prohibition was 
icrwards repeated in the aiJis of councils, ai 
in the laws of all nations which embraced X)^' 

(0 Plut. f.) Eufcb, ib. Elobar! SerniL ci.Iv. Sirabo fik J 
V'ur- S'J. *Ivb. Jn'i, p, 775. EJit Palis, 1*10. Diod. 8<( 
(w) iQleph. Anti<). iv. !. Phils lie {,*{■ ^"mttpr vL 
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Gofpe). Religion is the mod efFe&ual reftraint ^^^f* 
wx adultery ; as ic is forbidden by , God who ^ ^ f 
ices the mod fecret adtiom : while the irreligi- 
ous will not hefttate to commit this aime, 
where they expert to elude the vigilance of the 
Witnc& or the penalties of the law. Who can 
comxnifcrate the deiftical cuckold who afperfes 
d^tit religion which would prevent-'his difgrace ; 
if^^duly inculcated on the heart of his wife ? 
Chrfftianity condemns adultery and licentious 
4i^orces ; and its teachers in many inftances» 
bave not ipared e\ren pr'uices who were guilty 
'^thpfe crimes. Charibert king of Neuftria, 
biiVing difbanded his wife and married one of 
her , fervants i the paftoral zeal of Germanus, 
9lch-bifhop of Paris, did not fuffer him to ac- ^ ^ 
quieicein the fcandalous marriage/ The pious 
piralate remonftrated to the king with becom-* 
log freedom; but finding his remonftrances 
yaint excommunicated both him and the ac- 
complice in bis guilt (k). Another inftance of 
oppofition to the vices of a king, occurs in 
the 8th cenrury, -when hifhop Lambertus re-; 
proved Pepin HeriRallus for marrying Alpa- 
cis while his wife was alive. He was put to 
death for his conftancy in maintaining his opi- 
nion s but his face did not prevent the bilhops 
Suvibertus and Agiolphus from remonftrating 
againfl his refignation of his crown to Marcel 
the baftard of that marriage^ in exclufion of 
the lawful heir (j). A third inftance of fruit- 
lefa oppofition to the debaucheries of princes 
was in Ivo bilhop of Chartres, who fubmitted XC50 
to be deprived of his bifhopric and reduced 
^knoft to beggary, racher than gonfcnt to an 



(jr) Greg. Toron. Hift. France, ir. t^« 

^) Tliojmffiaa% nH, ii| p. ^y|. 
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cjA^ alaltndw Rurriftge (^ king Philip to another 
kfa.^w niao*& wifc> white hta t>wn was alive. " 0« 
•* accoQnt of the confci«ice I ought to hi*t 
•* towards God,'* fays this pjous prelace, " aut 
** die good feme a prieft of Chrift ought t0 
**. poBe&i, .1 would rather be flung into the fet 
•* with a mill ftone about my neck than do 

• aof thihg that w*oM hurt weak minds. Nor 
-« do 1 fpnk as a diiloyal man, but highlf 

* total J fiBce yoa ate not emljr injuring youf 
•* ramtion. butcftdai^oring your crown." 
This reaionftranct nf»(t;d btm to a perfet 
tjon in which he ^iied with modefty i 
fimuie&. When fciwd oq and deprived of 
Uibtipri^ he would not iiifEer the people 
lefcue him -, having refolvcd not to obtain 
bettf or life by the bJood of a multitude (i 
In each of thefe Joftances the clergy failed' 
reforming the debaucheries of princes j ' 
ftill Aeir cffiirts tended to prtvent fimilar _. 
froces and the evil effeftsof vicious examples; 
A filent acquiefcence in the crimes of a kinc 
muft have led his fubjcfts to defpife th= inftruc- 
tions of the cleigy, who rebuked the peoplo 
for vices which they connived at in a prino; 
However they were more fiicceliful in otfjtf' 

fijt mftances. Di^obcrt I. committed many crrmd- 
which gave fcandal in France. He diJbanded' 
his wife, took in her place three concub-ne^J 
Oppreffed his fubje£b to fupport his extrav^ 
eance, and baniftied Amaiidus an amiable W-' 
ftop who dared to repro%'e him for his crime; 
But he foon repented pf his mifconduft, re- 
called the bi(hop and affured him he would fo^ 
the future follow his adyice {i). This inRance 
of reformation muft have been ufcfiil to ibc 



(a) lb. J. 7<i. (*) -Bwwi, Atti«J.fi3i,«j), - 
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nation^ irid to k religion Which infpired the ^^^ 
king with a ietife of bis tranfgreflions. Fifhops 
were aAive in reflraining the debaucheries of 
mogs in other nations. Boniface biihop of 
Rome exhorted Athelbald king of the Anglel 745 
to good works, encouraged him to alms^-gir-^ 
itig, declared him the proteftor of widows and 
orphansii the difcourager of perjury and rapine ; 
bat lamented his difregard of the marriage bed 
ill an evident violation of the divine Taw {€)• 
Do ym noi know^ faith he, that you are the tem^ 
fie ^iSod and tbitt tie fiirit tf God di»eiletb in 
3^f if ^ ^M d^ the temple of God him 
JtM Gai diftroy, for the iemple of God is iafy 
ipUA ftMjp/r yt are. A nd again^ Be not de-^ 
iefytit ^iithtr fihdcaferSi nor idolater s^ not 
eid^MtBtii t^t. piM irAerii the kingdom of God. 
Soitly this exhorution was likely to have fome 
ihflaeAce on the fentimedts ot conduft of this 

S-inet! A fynod held in Ireland about the 
me ritoe prohibited any communication with 
M adulterer or adultrefsj forbad men to live 
in thjb fame boi!lfe^ to eat at the fame table, or. 
weh to tonvtrfe with them, until they did 
pehnftnce for feven years^ for three of them 
'firiftiy ((/) : which prohibition and pennances 
itauft have been powerful preventives of the 
crimfe df adultery. Some patriarchs and bifliops 
of the Greek church ^Ifo lifted with fortitude 
tbwards the fiiVourites of pt^ihccs, and even to- 
waids princes thecMelves. In the 8 th century 
Che Patriarch Ignatius txchidcd from the 
chufdl Barda Cefar a favourite of the emperor 
Michael I lor dilbanding his wife and marrying 
tnothi^r #othan : and Polieq^lus another pa^ 
triatch feirbad the tmpcror Zimifius to enter a 

<r) A. |4$( t94 lyj^iy Spitfirs. Lib tlit. ctp. H, 31. 
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. f^fJ^'tP- church, until he cleared himrdf of a Aifpidfl 
v,„.-v-^ of mufdt-r, and banilhcd from Iiis palace tf^ 
[uppofed murderer («\ Such a condufl 
bifhops tended in teftfain :hc irregularity i 

,^ fubjcfls, who could have expected no iodi) 
genre for ilieir vices, while the clergy were i 
fevcre on ihofe of a prince. The wives 
Heathen princes had no furh protection agaii 
the infideliiy of their hutb.inds ! In Eoglai 
alfo fome monks and ccclefiaflics difcouragi 
the debaucheries of princes in various inftana 

5JO Dunftan abbot of Glaflonbmy reproved kh 
Edwyn for inceft ; whi,ch fo provoked tl 
kiiig liiat he deprived his rmnaOcry of il 
revenues, and banifhed him from the kingdc^ 
\etwhen Dunftan was recalled by Edgar aii 
appointed to the arch-bifhopric of CaiWerbaq 
he was not afraid to diffolve an inceftupus mal 
riage of a nobleman, nor to reprove even t) 
king who defiled a virgin. Having heard 
this outrage, he reprtfented to the king tift 
heiaoiifncis of the crime, and fo terrilicd his|; 
by threats of the divine vengeance, that U 
acknowledged his tranigreffion and fubmi^^ 
to do pcnnance i which confifted in not wc4^ 
ifig his crown for fescn years, in^ fafting twit 
a week, in giving alms (/}, &c. The kii 
fcrformed the pennance with exactnefs durii 
that lime, to the great difcouragenisnt of rapj 
and impurity in Hngland. Gregory the yd 
wrote to Lanfranc arch-bifhap of Canterburyj 
to prevent as far as pofiiblc the odious p'ractid 
of diihanding men's wives and even fellii^ 
them; which was common among the Scots 
and we may be fure the pious Lanfranc exertti 
bimfelf on the orcalion. For in a few year 

(:] Ttioiiuffin, vol, ii. p. 7jS. (f) Thonuffin, vpl ii. p. JS:- 
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(ftcr he wrote to the king of Ireland to prefcfvs chap. 
Ac fakbj to exhibit works fuicabic to it^ to be ^ ^ ^ 
pcntle to the humble^ and not to fuflTer his Tub- 
ipcti- to difmifs (Jieir wives or exchange them 
With others (g). Thcfe are perhaps the moft 
ivaiarkablc infcances in which the bifbops ia- 
tcrpofed for the prevention ' of adultery, jea* 
hmfj 4nd the varioua evils which attend them : 
bQ ipan dared to have taken fuch liberties 
wkh. ;Heathen princes, in behalf of their in- 
|uted wjives who Jiad no redrefs from the cruel* 
cy of their huibands ! Since then the bifhops 
reproved kings who had power to puni(h them, 
and vho often exercifed chat power ; we may 
rea(bnably conclude they (hewed little induN 
gence to their di0blute. fubjefts from whom 
ihey had not any thing to apprehend. Surely 
Chen a religion which checked adultery, licen- 
tious divorces and the defpotifm of huibands is 
well entitled to the regard of the rational part 
of mankind ! 

.*Thc biTcory of almoft every Heathen nation tt difaw- 
evinces that Paganifm was produftivc of hu- mS^iacr^ 
man facrifices not only in barbarous countries, ^^^^ 
but in Greece, Rome and other civilized fcates. 
A learned writer (i&) has proved from ancient 
authors, that the Canaanites, Moabites, Phe- 
^^4nsj Egyptians, Arabians, Perfians, Ty- 
nans^ Phrygians, Lydians, Trojans, Scythians, 
Gaulsy Germans, ^hacians, Athenians, Spar- 
tans, Thebans, Arcadians, Corinthians, Cy- 
prians, Chians, Romans and other ancient na* 
doDS oflered human vidims; and that moft of 
them were prompted to fuch cruelties by fall!e 
Rpligion* Thofc . different nations committed 

(g) Baron. AnnaU xo7o« (tj Otufias 4t vl^fflit btuiuni«. 
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^fii ' this herrid erimc» te aj^^peafe tht godsj to f*c^ 
ver healthy to drive away fomincj to rcrocdjr 
the fterility of grounds, to ftop inundatidoii . 
to avert fcorms, to obtain fuccefs in war» io 
ratifying treaties^ forming confpiraciesy cooft* 
pounding philtres and in magical rites intionour 
of the devil. Lucretius (i) was prompted by 
bloody offerings fo common in ancient t}me^ 
ttiid by ignorance of true religion, to confound 
fuperfiition and rational worfhip and to impute 
to the latter the effcfts of the former. Thip 
faerifiee of Iphigenia at the port of Aulii led 
the poet into this confufion of ideas and to ioH 
pute to religion the fruits of fuperfticion. 
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ReU^io feperit Jcelerofa atquc impia faSia* 

Often in ancient times was religion produc^ 
tive of wicked and impious a£ts. 

And again, 

Tantum Religio potuit Juadere malorum. 

To fo much evil religion could perfuadc. 

• 

The Heathens committed numerous afts of 
cruelty which the curious reader may find coU 
lc£tcd in the learned work of Geufius which 
has been cited above. Such afts of cruelty 
were exploded by the fpiric of the Go(pel» wd 
^(boii abolilhed by the profeffors of it: wc defy 
the unbeliever to point out the inftance in which 
the Gentile philofophy abolifhed fuch practices 
in the Heathen world! Human facriSces, ^c 
allow, ceafed in fonie places without the aid oC 
the Gofpcl ; but maintain that the cruel prao* 
tice continued in civilized nations at leafrw ''^ 



(i) Lib: t verfe S4 k, xm^ 

middle 



* 

middle of the 3d century. Plutarch (*) fpeaks cw^^*- 
of ic as exifting in his own time; Porphyry (/) 
OByeations it as (ubfifting in the 3d century; and 
Pfocopius («) acctifcd the Gauls of this crime 
after tbcy became Chriftians. This accufation 
proves the difficulty of abolifhing this hideous 
practice^ and the expediency of a humane fyf« 
C8m to remove or abate it. 




■^1 



[ ^In many Heathen nations it was allowed to it€fiecked 
dafttoy the foetus in the womb, to firangle or of ^drea 
drowA new born infants^ or to expofe them on 
die lea (hore or in Qxnt corner, where they 
were left to perilh by cold or hunger or to be 
deftpc^ed by wild bcafts. The cuftom of cx- 
jpofing ia£uits or facrificing them prevailed 
among the Egyptians, Latins, Greeks, Ro- 
syiaos and other ancient nations. Mofes and - 
Romulus were expofed in Egypt and Latiumi 
and Lycurgus(ir) direfled that all infants pro^ 
aounced deformed or defeftive (hould be flung 
ioto a pit at the foot <^ mount Taygetus. 
Some Greek ftates albwcd the killing or ex- 
pofing of infants ; and where expofing infants 
was not permitted, nA)theTs might procure a** 
bortion left their children (hould be too nume- 
aous(0). The following lines of Pofidip- 
puB (f ) prove that certain Greek ftates did not 
feaople f» expofe their feniale children, 

A man tbo^ PMT will not expofe a fin \ but if be 
it rich, be wUlfiarcely frejerve a daugbtcr. A 

^ jl) Xa. |4«$flUp.4ir Rom: gmaiftLoneSy v^. ii. p. ^83 Edit: 
ffifikr: \%%%. O) De aWtinentifi Lib: ii. (m) U* 

JcUe Goth: it, 25 («) fluL- {9) Arift:.Puli(: vi|. xj|. 
' Iff) Scotafci Sent: dtwm Sens: o^erLp. 452 Edit: Genev: 1609. 
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CHAP. Iji^ Qf Romulus (^) required parents to i^d^aff 
their males and eldeft females, and forbad tbeoi 
to pui to death well formed children until tbcf 
were three years old : but auchorifed them ta 
czpofe maimed or deformed children with tW 
confent and approbation of their five neareft 
relations. It appears from Terence, Plautui^ 
Suetonius and other. writers that the Heathcoa 
retained for a time the cuOom of expo(ing,.or 

s' kilHng their children. In Calligula's reign (r) 
the expofure of children was a conunon criosci 

^ and in Trajan*s, Tacitus(j) thought it extraoi^ 
dinary that the Germans did not murder aqy 
of their children. This crime was fo commot 
in the reigns of the Antonines, that their conr 
temporary (/) reprefents a man going a journey 
cooly dire^ing his wife to kill the child fbe boiCy 
if it was a fetnale. This crime, fo contrary . to 
nature and to the fpirit ofChriflianity, was piq^ 
hibited by its 6rft preachers, by the canoiULof 
the firft councils, by the writings of the fathers 
and by the firft Chriftian emperors. Gonftan*. 
tine the great direded the officers of his revenue 
to receive and educate at his expencc the chil* 
dren of fuch parents as were unable to provide 
for them ; and to maintain the parents thenn 
felves with corn out of the public granaries : 
but gave orders that a cruel father fhould be 
drowned with a dog, a CQck, a viper and an 
ape fcwed up with him in a bag(«;,). Thefe 
regulations redrrained the deteftable cuftom ; but 
it continued in fomc inftances until the end of 

(f) Dion: Kallicarn» Lib. ti. p. 8$ Edit: Oxonr 
(r) Philo Jud: de Jegibus Specialibus p. 794 Edit: Paris 1640^'* 
' f^^ De Moribus' Germ: cap. xix. 

(t) Apul: Metam: Lib: x. p. 227. . . , 

* ftv/ Vid^ Bf nkerihoek de jure occiJendi U exponendi libera^ 
ipud Ttteres Romanos: U No x!t de partus expofittone & nec« 
tpiid Teieres: the former of which books the author has not feeii; 
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\\\t 4lh century when the Chriftian emperors' ^j^* 
VaFentinian, Valcns and Gracian entirely fup- \__, ,^ij -.^ 
preffed it {x). Chindafwinthus (y) a pious king 641^ 
of the Vifigoths obfcrves in the preamble to 
bne of his laws> that deftroying children in the 
itaocher's womb or after they were born was 
common in the provinces, and denounced fe- 
▼cral penalties on the authors of thofc crimes* 
Hence the Chriftian inftitution well deferves 
the regard of thofe individulas who otherwife 
Would have fallen facrifices to deformity or 
wirakftefs ; and alfo the public regard, by pre* 
fcrvihg many deformed or feeble men who have 
been highly ufeful or ornamental to fociety. 

Heathen hations involved in fuperftition u diftou* 
formed fuch abfurd ideas of a future fbate as "^^^^J^^^* 
led to (elf-murcicr, as well as to other adls in- 
jurious to individuals and communities. They 
Imagined that all who died required thany ne- 
ceflarics in the other world, for their comfort 
find accommodation. In confequence of this 
opinion when a prince or chief died, his wives, 
favourites, domeftics, horfcs, hounds, &c. were 
flain to adminifter to his pleafures or to attend 
him it) the next world. All living things which 
he was fupppfed to ftand in need of were put 
to death, and their bloody carcafles interred 
together -for his fcrvice. Both ancient and ino- 
dern nations entertained this opinion. The 
widows of the ancient Indians voluntarily bur- 
ned themfelvcs to accompany their dcceafed 
hufbarids, and frequently contended for that 

(«) CoJ: Theod. lib. x, tit. 27; p. t83, vol. jii* and it, 
Edit. Gothof : 

O) Liadeabrog : Lex WiiiscHhj lib. 6, tit. 3. 
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^nt*^* hoh&ur; nof is the abominable cuftom abd* 
lifhed to this day in the empire of Indoftan. 
The druids maintained that they who killed 
thcfltifclvcs to accompany their friends to ano- 
ther world, (hall live with them there: and 
the fame fentiments prevailed among the nor- 
thern nations. Hence that contempt of life, 
ahd the multitude of fuieides in Norway^ 
Swcdcni Denmark and other heathen king* 
doms. The GofpeJ, by fiibverting gemilifm, 
tended to abolifli fuicide which was the fnik 
of it; nor can it be denied but religious 
fuicide would have lafted as long as the fii* 
perftition which produced it. The Scripture 
doftrine of futurity, when duly inculcated, 
ittuft have removed all thofe erroneous and 
mifchievous opinions; by declaring that in th^ 
uext world they neither marry nor are ghoen ik 
ntarrJagei and that its pleasures are Jucb as 
eye hath not feeuy nor ear heard^ nor hath it gih 
iered into the heart of man to conceive (2). 
However, fuicide among the heathens 'arofe 
from other caufes beiides fuperftition; name- 
ly, from the dogmas of fome philofophcrB 
who eftee med the horrid deed as nobtc and 
magnanimous. Seneca and Plutarch com* 
mend Cato Uticenfis for committing it; and 
Senega (<?), Hliny th& elder (b) and Quintj- 
lian (c) point out various means of executing 
it. The epicure, whofe fole objeft was plea- 
fure, who denied a providence and who had 

(»^ Sec Moore on Suicide, part iv. chap. t. Czfar d« 
Bcilo Gall. vi. 15. Bartholinus de Caufis contemptac mortis 
«pud Danos. Keyflci's Autiq. Sept. page 127, Edit. Hanov« 
Val. Max. ii, 6. 

(a) De vita beata, cap. xix. De ira, iii, 15. 

OJ ": 63. 

{c) Lib. vi. in Proemio. 

no 
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no hopes nor fears about iiiiurity, might ^f^/*' 
commit fuicide with confiftency, . when life ^>-,^r^ 
became irkfome; nor would the pride of the 
ftoic allow him to fubmit to tyranny, to dif- 

Iirace or to fufferings of any kind. A ftrong 
c»fc of the Gofpel motives would fiippon the 
confiderate Chriftian under every evil tha£ 
could befal him. If his fufierings are in 
confequence of his virtues^ he bears them pa^ 
tiemly from a certainty of a reward j if they 
are the eflfeds of his vices, he receives them . 
miih humility as chafcifements x)f his offen'^ 
ces: and if they iarife from the faults of. 
others, be confiders them as trials of his pa^- 
tience and forgivenefs. The Heathen, on 
the contrary, who wanted fuch motives, was 
frequently tempted to put bimfelf to death : 
and was infinitely more excufable than the 
tnodcrn fuicide. The former was ibmetimes' 
m6uenced by fome principle of honour or 
patriotifm i the latter generally by pride or 
difappointment^ by weaknefs of mind, by ex- 
travagance or penuryi The one a£bed con- 
formably to his religious or philofophicai dc^- 
^ttKiSi while no man educated in a Chriftiaa 
country can coqimit this crime without know- 
ing he is quitting the poft afTigned by his 
Maker, and clearly violating a divine com*-. 
toaod* The crime of the Heathen having 
been agreeable to his erroneous principle, 
we muft entertain fome pity and even refpedt 
for him; while the Chriftian becomes defpi- 
cable, by perpetrating the horrid aft con- 
trary to his religion and to the laws of his 
country. 

■ 

The Heathens, imagining ' that departed it check- 
fouls are pleafcd with the effuGon of blood, ^^^^""'^ 
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~ -^^ /n^^iT^^-'^l'V^f'' namely, the 

^V'J^iJ^l^ </l The Romans, as if 
^'^/.V ^'\ gfjdi^^ gicrificts at funerals, train- 
'^''^^off^^^feopS^ in voluntary com- 
'inP^'^^fJrvtttil thev killed each other 
/Sl "^ 1 5 '''^ cleceafed. Thefe com. 
^/i^ ^t R^^ confined to the funerals of 
bsts ^ i^at foon became common at the 
gf^^^' q{ pfivditc perfons, who frequently 
^^^^hed * certain fum for a fliow of gla- 
'^ (V). The firft fhow of that kind, ex- 
^hW ifl Rome by the Bruti on the death 
f their father, confifted only of three cou- 
^fc (fJ'* ^^^ ^^^ number was afterwards 
conSdcrably encreafed. Julius Casfar (g) 
nrefented 320 pair cf gladiators; the wor- 
fby Titus furnifhed a (how of them; and 
Trajan exhibited ten thrufand of them for 
the entertainment of the people {b), Lipfi- 
us (kj obferves thac no wars ever made fuch 
havock as thofc games of pleafure, which 
fometimes deprived Furope of twenty thou- 
fand lives in one moiith. By thefe enter- 
tainments the principal magiftrates of Rome, 
and afcerwards the emperors entertained the 
citizens and rendered themfeH'es popular. 
.The gladiators were generally flaves or pur- 
chafed captives, whom the /.z;;/,^.^ or fencing- 
madcrs intruded in tb.e uie of arms and 
■h'rcd out far the public ihows. Every pair 

(^) Lip?. Satupn. i, 7. 

(O lb. cjp. ?. 

(y) Val. Max. ii, 14. 

(i) Di'in CaCTins, Jib. l:-:vi. Ixviii. 
{<) Saturn, i^ 12 

of 
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of combatants was matched and pitted agalnft ^"^^' 
each other by their mafter, who obliged each r * " 
cif them to fwear not to yield, and who fparcd 
neither menaces nor blows to ftir up the faint- 
hearted. Sometimes a gladiator, exhaufted 
with fatigue and lofs of blood, held up his 
finger; to (hew he had recourfc to the raercy 
of the fpeftators: If he (hewed a contempt, 
of life, he was generally favcd ; but the peo- 
ple often cried out recipe f err urn \ ftab him, 
l?ab him. As foon as his death was announ- 
ced, the conqueror dragged the body to a 
place called Spoliarium, ftripped it of its 
clothes and arms, and inhumanly difpatched 
him, if he had any life remaining (I). The 
paflion for thefc bloody fhows ran fo high 
that fenators and knights turned gladiators; 
and even women engaged in them, in the 
reigns of Nero and Domitian («?). Tertul- 
lian- (n)^ ^ Gyprian (0), ' Ladlantius (p) and 
other chriflian writers reprobated this cruel 
practice; the firft chriftian emperor and his 
fon forbad them (q) : but ftill they were tole- 
rated, tp gratify the people who were extra- 
vagantly fond of that inhuman diverfion. 
The worthy Tclemachus, an anchoret, tra- 
velled . from the Eaft to Rome to abolifli 
that amufement j but the people were fo en- 
raged at the attempt, that they ftoned him'to 
death. The emperor Honorius, provoked at 3^3. 
this barbarous aft, abfolutcly forbad themj " 
but they were not entirely abolifhed 'till the 
j'cign of Juftin, in the year 520 of the 

(/) Ancient Univ. Hift. book iii, chap. 8, p. 804, foJio. 

(ib) Javeii. Sat. vi, 254. C«) De Spcdlaculis. 

(9) tpift. ad Donatum. (f) vi, 10. 

(^) Cod. Tiieod. lib. xv, tit. 12, p. 395^ Edit. Gothof. 
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. <™|»' Chrifiun era (r). While barbarous natio 
3. WCTc enamoured of Talour and devottd 
Stmi^ thfy courted dinger even in paftii 
^nd fported with blood. They had militi 
(haws and military exerciies, called joufls a 
tournaments i in which they difplayed w 
the fword or lance many fpecimrns 
ftrcngth, agility or courage. Thofe feats 
pcHbnil vaibur were exhimtrd on the birth 
a prince* on the marriage of a royal pair, 
tlie acccflibti of a new monarch, or for I 
entertainment of the ladies. The jouft v 
gcaeraliy a combat between twoj whereas 
the tournament feveral were engaged, a. 
witfaout any hatred between the partu 
Both thefo amufements prevailed in the m:' 
die ages, until they were condemned by pri 
cet who dreaded the martial Ipirit which fu 
liAed among tl^cir fub]e£h, and by the clei^ 
as contrary to the fptrit of the Chriftian 1 
ligion. The council of Rhciins cxcjud 
from chriftian buria! perfons concerned 
tournaments (j ) J and fo did the Lateran { 
council. We prohibit, faid the latrer cora 
cil, thofe dcteftable feats in which men 
gage to ftiew their ftrength and ralhn 
' 'which often end in death and to the injaf! 
of the foul. A writer of the 13th ceniui] 
(wi) reprobates this amufemem, and dooifi 
to hell all who f:ngaged in them unlets [hey 
repent. Some biihops of the 13th centijE 
condemned joufls 1 and different popes forbi^ 
tbem, on account of the mutilatiun of iimb| 
and the murders they occafioncd (;<:). 

(V) Baron. All nal. vol. vlii, page 71. CalTiod. K, i 

(i) Mirtene, viil. vii, p. j6 j Edit. Paris, 1733, 

h) Canon 30 Gul. Kewbrig. vol. i, p. 1515. 

fw) Cafirius, lib.xii, cap. 16. Marlh'E Library. 

(x) Se« Ou Canee JuuAa, Tournainenta, UoftiluJiui 
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There were few cuftoms of the ancicnts^^^P*'^^ 
more abfurd than that of Ongle combat, for chrifUaau 
the decifion of doubtful or difputed points. ^3^*"^,** 
In Gaul, on the death of a chief druid, the difcoung^ 
ocxt in dignity among the other druids gene-* ^^ ^^^^ 
rally fucceeded to that high of&ce ; but where 
there were feveral candidates of equal dignity^ 
th^ point was determined by the fword (a), 
Frotho, who reigned in Denmark about th^ 
time of Chrift's birth, required his fubjc(Jts tp 
terminate difputes in this way s thinking this 
^ more noble method than mere verbal difpu- 
tatiOD (^). The Uq^brici, Celt^ and fomc 
Qothic nations, decided coiitroverfies and even 
l^w-^fuiis by the fword; and the qonqueror 
vas fuppofed to have the julleft caufe, Tbp 
Franks^ Germans, Lombards, Normans, Sax<» 
ons^ Panes, Bavarians and other ancient na- 
tions employed iingle comlpat to prove theit 

. ipoocence, and to determine the juftice or in^ 
j^Clice of their caufe ; and imagined that God 
would interpofe miraculoufly to decide who 
was innocent or guilty, juft or unjuft. The 

. Gothic and Lombard kings, finding their fub^ 
je&s more difpofed to war than to political 
improvemerlt, appointed judges to regulate 
trials by combat; and the Saxons, Normans 
and other nations followed their example* 
The judges thus appointed fixed the time, 
place, arms &c. of the combatants, and fenc 
a crier to cite them to appear ; but did not 
fuffer them to fight where the matter could be 
decided by witneffcs or otherwiie. This was 
(^lled judicial combat, ^nd allowed to be le-r 
gal; whereas combats were confidered as un- 

(«) Ccfar dc Belld Gall* lib. vl. chap. X2. 
(f) §»x. Gram. li^. y. 

lawfuX 
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CHAP, lawful where a judge did not prcfide. 
\—^- J Tome places duels were employed in decidinj 
matters of property ; and the parties ulcd B 
invoke God to grant viftory to him who ha( 
right on his fide. According to a law (f) 
the Burgundian'i, if a man fwore that t^ 
neighbour owed him a debt, and the nciglit 
hour dcnieti ir, the parties were allowed 
decide the conrrovcrry in a duel ; and this h 
was foon adopted by the Franks and otha 
nations. Where men were cliarged will 
crinies, they fought to exculpace themfeivfs 
ard the event was fuppofed to determine thei 
innocence or guilt. Among the AogU aiH 
Wcrini, if a man was acculed of burning ai 
houfe; it was experted that he and clevffl 
other pcrfons fhoiild fwear to his innocence, o 
determine the affair in battle : and the laws o 
other nations contained fimilar regulatioifl 
Near the end of the 7th century, Gundebeqjl 
the queen of the Lombards, in proof of liel 
chaftriy, appointed a champion co fight fol 
lier {d); early in the 9th, Charles the und^ 
, , of the emperor Lotharius, to try his wife4 

fidelity, appointed one combatant to fight fol 
her and another for himfelf; and the emperta 
j^o_ Gtho the Great fubmitted a difpiire between all 
uncle and a nephew to the iflue of a duel (*), 
They who defire to know more of duels, \\» 
dicial combats and the caufes in which i\\tf 
■were employed, may confiilt the authors laft 
referred to. \n the rnean ,time I proceed iq 
flicw that Chrilfianity tended to aboiilh \K\&^ 
ufage:, and thit the clergy exerted themfejvcj' 
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with zeal in difcouraging ic. Single combat ^//j^^* 
was* founded on an opinion tbac God always i...^^,*.^ 
decides in favour of truth, juftice and inno- 
cence: this opinion is overturned by Chrif- 
tianity which reprefents God's favourites as 
frequently reviled and chaftifed in this world, 
as a preparative for the next. The clergy 
zraloufly oppofed judicial combats, and fiad 
influence' to get them aboliflicd in moft parts 
of Chriftendom. When Suon OttdJ krng of 
Denmark, embraced the Gofpel he prohibited 981,' 
dhems Harold, the fucceffor of Sueno Eftri- 
ciuSj was prompted by the Gofpel to forbid 
theaiin Denmark, Sweden and Norway (/); 
and Waldemar, a king of Denmark, prohibi- ^^^ 
ted tbem on a religious principle {g). Ago- 
bard a pioqs bilhop wrote againft them with 840, 
feverity {b)% and two councils held in France 
anatbcmatized thofe who engaged in them (J). '^^^ 
in fliort judicial combats were difcouraged 
and abrogated in almofl all Chriflian king* 
doms; biit private duels ftill continued, not- 
withftanding the efforts of the clergy to curb 
or prevent them. War apd fingle combat 
haviDg been the ruling pafllons of thofe days, 
whatever oppofed them was treated with in- 
dignation or contempt 1 nor was it poffible to 
put an entire ftop to the ferocity of men who 
frcire but almoil ChriHians, and whole lan^ 

Iguagc while they were Heathens was, wefub- 
Mf nH our c^mfititicris to men, and €ven amcng 
\ht Gods we appeal only to Mars {k). However 
la procefs of time, laws were frequently made 
(^gaiafl: all manner of duelling i but thcfe la\^'s 

(/) Du C«nge, ferrum candcps, ^izo^ lib. x, Je ^riciis Upi 
feknfif, Ub. i, 

(f) Refeoii Jut Antiquom Daoicam, p. 642, 643. 
ii) Lindenbrog Gloff. vox dueUutn. 
{*) Baron: vol. xi, p. 113 and fequ. 



JO The Hiftory of the EffeSis 

C"AP. were dftcn violated, and the violation of them 
connived at, in fpite of the clergy who wi(fae4 
to reftrain them. The council of Trent (/} 
firidtly prohibited duels, as unbecoming Chrif^ 
tians i declared it a detcftable cuflom, ^^gg^. 
ted by the devil for the deftrufbion of both 
foul and body; excomn^i^nicated not onlf , 
thofe who fought, but their afTociates, advifeii \ 
and even the fpedators of the battle ; proDOWh 
ced their goods <onBfcated, denied theoi chrif* \ 
tian burial as felf-tnurderers ; and decUfcd ^ 
thofe princes who connived at or pern;iUted 
duels deprived of all cetnporal dominion ia ' 
the places where they were fought. In other 
places the clergy wrote and preached agaiiift 
duel3; and their exhortations would have beea 
moie e&Aual, had they not been g}OUQteraftf34- 
by the example of perfons in authorityt tbo 
chief of which were Francis the f|rU. uA 
Henry the fourth of France ; the former of 
which challenged Charles the 6f(h, and fbfi 
latter, was known to have been partial to fingfe 
combat, though in fome cafes he atfejfted to 
difcourage it. It is to be feared that at pre^ 
fent religion has little effedt in reftraining a 
praiflice which is confidered as abfolutcly nc- 
ceffary in preferving men from infult. But 
that it is not nece(fary for that purpofe ap^ 
pears from hence : that females, clergymen 
and the fociety called Quakers, are no more 
infulted than the mofc deiperate and fuccc&fi4 
du^lifc. 

Its teach- Chriftianity and its teachers reconciled dif-» 
e"war^' f^rcnccs and checked the violence of war a- 
amongfei- mong different tribes or families. The Got 
jefts. ^"^" P^^ pronounced p^acQ-4:pakers happy ; and is fa 

f Q S50J :;XY. pap. i^ 
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n the point, that no man can think him- ^n ^* 
good Chriftian who obftinatdy lejefts 
cture for reconciHation. Bleffid are fht 
^ers, fays the Evangelift } and many 
to the blefllng, by intcrpofing to re* 
l^ differences and to promote peace and 
. Where kings difagreed or their fub- 
rc turbulent, the former were rccon- 
d the latter reftored to obedience hy 
cjencc of churchmen, who often inter- 
remove diHenfion among kings, re- 
among their fubje£ts, and to reftore 
kingdoms. The clergy feldom failed 
their endeavours to reconcile parties 
ire at variance with each other: the 
I tnitances of their interpofition are to be 

vrith in hiftory. In Conftantinople, in ^^^^ 
t^ign of Juftinian, there was a melancholy 
:^^e of their efforts for peace; during a 
^cnt batde between fome Barbarians and 
^inhabitants of that city- To flop the bat- 
fii Several ecclefiaflics rufhed in among the 
lotnbataots, with their bibles, crucifixes and 
prayers; but they interpofed in vain : for the 
Baibarians defpifed their bibles and prayers, 
kiBcd the clergy and fpoiled or burned every 
thing in the city (m). To check the martial 
fpirit which prevailed in the middle ages, the 
i^lgy interpofed their own authority and that 
rf religion ; Councils prohibited hoftilities on 
pain of excommunication, and warriors were 
wquired to (heath their fwords in compliance " 
With the, Gofpel. The threats and exhorta- 
riofls of tliefc men had fome influence in re- 
(training private wars; and.fufpended hoftili^ 
fo on ^eruin days and fcafons appointed by 

the 



91 The Bfiay of the Efafs 

^h^' the church for folemn afls of dtvotio 
^M•'>^ rhe middle ages the clei^y introduced »{ 
riiey called Triuga Dei, or the Truce of Go 
■which checked the fiercenefs of war, and i 
bad men to injure their neighbour in his p. 
Ion or fortune on certain (eafons and days 
the year. Thefe truces were proclaimed 1 
the dergy in England, France, Spain » 
other nations.' The council t.f Canham {I 

loio. held in the reign of Ethelred, enjoined a g 
fstton of ftrife and difconl from ihe 6rrt i 
of Advent to the eighth of Epiphany, fra 
SeptuageGma Sunday tq the fifctenih day afn 
Eafter, and on certain faft da}s. Two couji 

i«34. cik which were held in France for appeaBfl 
fedition thundered out »natheni;is againft (ll 
violators of peace. One of thefe jirohibittl 
oBering violence to men's perfons and props 
ties { and poured out malediftions agz 
thofc who afled contrary to peace and jufli 
The threats of thofe councils iiad fuch an 
fcft in fome places, that tlie people lifted i 
their hands unto God and cried aloud, peao 
peace! peace! In oihcr places the bilhopsa 
prefbyters, holding burning candles in th( 
hands, prayed that as thefe candles were f 
tinguilhed, fo the joy of fuch as refufcd 
obey the billiops relative to peace (ho'Jd I 
extinguilhed before the angels. Having 
tered chcfe words, they flung down the candli 
on the ground and extinguilhed ihcni: whit 
awful ceremony" ftruck fuirli terror into tht:! 
congregation, that they cried out, thus mafl 
God extinguifti the joy of thofc who rcflrfel 

1041: peace and j ufticc ! In France the Truce OT 
God prohibited the people to take any thirtM 

(") WUkins'5 Leges Arglofj^; p. ijo. » ;' 
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from any man violently, or to attempt revenge chap. 
<^n an enemy during certain feafons. The fol- 
lowing year this truce was proclaimed in Eng- 
land by Edward the Confeflbr, a religious »044* 
prince, and afterwards by William the Con- 
queror, in words to this purpofe : " Let the ' * 
" Truce of God and of the Church prevail 
" through the kingdom from the firft day of 
." Advent to the eighth after Epiphany, from 
** ScptuageGma to the eighth day after Eafter, 
" from the Afcenfion to the eighth day after 
** Pentecoft^ on every Sunday, on the eves of 
^' all the Apoftles and Saints whofe feafts are 
•* announced in churches, and on the feaft of 
" the particular faint of each place ^" which 
ftatute of Edward and William was afterwards 
confirmed in the council of Lillebonne. Hen- '°^' 
ty bifhop of Liege prevailed on the barons, 
dukes, &c. to forbid men to carry arms, to 
burn liQufes or to commit flaughter in his di- 
occfc from the firft day of Advent to the feaft 
of Epiphany, from Septuagefima to the eighth 
day aner Pentecoft, through all the feftivals 
celebrated by the Church, and fpr two days 
before and two days afcer the beginning and 
ending of the great feftivals. Thefe regula* 
tioQS were adopted in different diocefes, and 
confirmed by Pope Urban II. in the council 
of Clermont. This council prohibited men 1095. 
•to aflault, wound, kill, rob, plunder or any 
-way moleft on the above times women, 
monks, ecclefiaftics, foreigners, merchants, 
fervants, ploughmen, oxen, plough horfcs, &c. 
In the kingdom of Arragon all Chriftians were 
required to refrain from hoftilicies on the eves 
and feftivals of the Virgin, of the Apoftles, of 
St. A^icbael, Sc. Marnn, &c. from the firft 
day qC Advent to the eighth of Epiphany, and 
^ on 



^j^P- on other fofemn feafts; nor did the bifiKM 
\>i^v^«^ Aiffer the rontending parties to prepare ror 
iK^ar fifteen days before the truces were pfc« 
1x03. fcribed The archbifhop of Aufch proclaMi^ 
ed {peace and the Truce of God in bis praf 
Tincc; and a fimilar proclamation was iffiied 
out by other biiliops and princes in their reC- 
pcdive dioccfcs and diftrids on certain tiinea^ 
of which we have given fpccimens in the pre- 
ceding part's of this fcdion. The Hearaea 
fages made no fuch exertions againft violeDtt 
and cruelty I The exertions of the dergy 
had the deGred efFc6i: in many inftances; thtf 
they -were frequently defeated during rude 
ages by nien violently atuched to blood&cd 
and war. The fufpenfion of hoftilities emi 
for certain feafons, by giving time for reflect 
lion, for the fubiiding of anger and the recoo^. 
ciling of parties, mud have confiderably trixH* 
ted the violence of war. They who defire 
further information on this point, may confuk 
Du Cangc {0) and the many writers quoted 
by this excellent author. How fhamefulif 
unfair or prejudiced was Mr. Hume, in fup^ 
preffing the numerous efforts of the bifliops 
for peace, but dwelling with pleafure on (be 
few inflances in which they engaged in war? 
Some bifhops who held certain ecclefiaftioil 
poflcfTion.^ fubjcft, like thofe of the barons, t« 
military fervice, were required to fupply their 
quota to their kings when called upon fisr 
that purpofe. This writer muft haveknowa 
that the bifhops who had no temporalities did 
not fend troops, that fome prelates who had 
temporal po£teffions refigned them rather tfaaa 






{9) Treuga J^ci; Confratriae Dei, Agn^s Dei*«»Ongiiill 
WuriL ;ind SuppI«ineAC of "Ou, CangCf ia (oo volumes. 
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tomply with the conditions, and that -fome ™f ^' 
fenc their quota and ftaid at home ; while a ^ J i^ 
few were prompted by miftakcn zeal to head 
their troops and engage in battle (p). But 
furdy the bilhops of thofe days are no more 
chargeable with a love of war, than the pre- 
ient clergy with being duellifts^ becaufe a few 
of them flght duels rcgardlcfs of decency and 
the becoming fan6lity of their oSTce. Several 
of the ancient bifhops having exerted them- 
fclves in reconciling differences; we cannot 
(uppofe the inferior clergy negleftcd this duty; 
Where they were unable to fettle differences 
among the common people, they regulated the 
length of the fcicks they fought with, and re- 
quired that they Ihould not be (harp, nor 
knotty nor crooked (y). Nor do the pretenc 
clergy negleft to intcrpofe their authority in 
preventing quarrels among their neighbours 
and pkriftiioners. The late worthy bifhop 
Woodward^ when dean of Clogher, frequently 
prevented bloodihed in that town ; by rufhing 
in among the combatants, and exerting that 
influence which is infeparable from piety and 
virtue : nor is it an uncommon pradlice with 
the Proteftant and Roman Catholic clergy of 
Ireland to interfere to prevent quarrels when 
they have an opportunity of doing fo. 

Chriftianity and its teachers rcftrained the it check- 
violence of war not only among difl^erent fa- ov«nce IT 
milies or tribes in the fame nation, but between war among 
different kingdoms. The Heathens were en^ °* ^'^°*' 
gaged, in almoft inceflfant wars ; and their bat- 
tles were more furious than in Chriftian na- 

;ief \f) Da Cang«— Hoftis & Exercltus Epifcoporum. 

(l) Vide Da Caaze, Lindanbro; and Spelman's Oloflaries , 
*• 

{^ tions. 



9^ The Hifiory of ibe EffeSs 

^j^AP* tions. The temple of Janus in Rome, *whittl 
was open in time of war and (but during a 
peace, was (hut but thrice in 726 years, aod\ 
for the Brft 496 years of that time the Romans; 
enjoyed but forty three years of tranquillity s 
whereas in Italy from the year 476 of the 
chriftian era to 840 the intervals of peace tr 
mounted to 258 years. If we compare the 
battles which preceded the firft Chriftian em- 
peror with tho(e which were fought frona hit 
time to the invention of gunpowder, we flxaH 
find the carnr^e in the former was much grett:- 
er than in the latter. In the focial war tbfte 
hundred thoufand were (lain in one yearj: ote 
hundred thoufand in two years in Sylla*swan 
with Marius; and a greater number in the 
wars of Pompcy and Casfar of Brutus and 
Cafllus. The emperor Claudius flew atone. 
time three hundred and twenty thoufand Gct- * 
mans; and M. Antoninus killed a greater Dtina* • 
ber of thefe and of other nations. In a battle 
fought at Cremona between Otho and Vitci- 
lius for the imperial Scepter, forty thoufand 
were (lain on both fides; fifty thoufand in ah 
engagement between the generals of "Vitcllius 
and Vefpafian, and fifty thoufand more in a 
batde fought in Rome. The twentieth .part 
of this mifchicf was not done in Chriftian na» 
tions for 8co years after Conftantinei though 
the 'empire had been invaded by the GottlSi 
Vandals and othfer Barbarians who were as 
fierce as any people of antiquity. We admit 
that Chriftian ftates warred againft each other 
with violence and acrimony ; but maintain that 
the ancient wars were more bloody than thofc 
of ChrilUndom. It appears from the calcu- 

' lations 
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Urions of a learned vfv\ttr(pj that modern ^^^^' 
warriors were lefs cruel to the vanquifhed than 
Pagan heroes unfoftened by the Gofpel ; the 
fpiric of which has corre£ted the fiercene{s of 
war and checked the rage of this barbarous 
pradice. Nor (hall we be furprized that ic 
operated in this way, if we confider that the 
clergy employed the evangelical precepts of 
charity and peace, together with their influence 
on princes in refcraining the violence of war 
in numerous inftances of which the following 
are perhaps the moft remarkable. The firfc 
Chriftian emperor retrained the fiercenefs of 
bis ibldiers ; by rewarding him who faved the 
life of an enemy made captive in war. <^ Con- 
itantine/' lays £ufebius(9), '^commanded his 
'^ fuldiers> after they had obtained a victory, 
**^ to (hew mercy to their captives ; and to in- 
^ duce them to humanity and to buy out their 
!* cruelty, allowed them a certain petty, ran- 
•* fom for preferving their prifoners. This ex- 
?* pedient the emperors invented to allure men 
'' to mercy ; fo that many of the Barbarians 
*• were difmilTed in fafety the emperor pay- 
« ing a ranfom for their lives." The moft 
learned hiftorian can not find a parallel to this 
' huaiane a£i: of the firfc Chriftian prince in the 
aanals of the moft illuftrious of the Heathen 
warriors! In the 6th century Gregory the 
great laboured to negociate a peace between 
the emperor Maurice and the Lombards who 
were committing hoftilities in difTerenc parts of 
Italy; and was fuccefsful in his negociation (r)* 
During a violent war between Egfred king of 

f^J Bozius de fignis £cclefiae» vol. ii. p. 354, 358. ^68. 369* 
370. 474- 667, dec, 

(f) De Conftantino, lib. ii. cap. 13. 
\f) Greg: Turon: iC. i. & Bed: ii. i. 

H the 



98 9le Hijhry of the ^ffe^s 

^ m'" ^^ Angles and Edclred king of the Mercian?; 
\_, ^J^ Thcorc a pious bifhop interpofcd to reconcile 

<r9 them and prevailed lb far by his exhortations 
that a lafting peace was concluded between 
themfj^. We are furnifhed with other in- 
ftances of the peacemaking difpofiiions of the 
clergy of thofe days. During a war between 

^^^ the Franks and Lombards, pope Stephen 3d 
affedionately entreated Pepin to flop the cf- 
fuiion of human blood ; and his exhortatiods 
produced a peace and leagues of amiry. In 
the following century alio the bi(hops were 
2eaIous in rcliraining war among princes and 
Itaces. Pope Nicholas exhorted Charles and 
Lewis kings of the Franks to preferve the 

t$^ peace which they made with each other. 
" Spare \hc fword/' fays the bifliop, "dread 
^' the effufion of human blood, reftrain your 
^' anger, lull ftrife and banifli hatred from 
'* your htarts. Let each of you be contept 
'* with his lot, enjoy in peace his own inherit- 
" ance not dirturbing nor invading the righo 
** of others. Guard againll vainglory, fuper- 
" cilioufnefs or the ambition of ufurping 0- 
*' thcr peoples rights; and let juftice, charity, 
" harmony and peace reign among you. 
** Whoever acts otherwife acts not agreeaUy 
*' to our heavenly father (//)." This was an 
excellent leclure, and hav"ng no doubt been 
delivered with true Chriilian piety tended to 
operate powerfully on the conduct of thofc 
princes. Fulco aich-bifho'p d Rljeims recon^ 

5,^ cilcd Charles the' simple and Otho; and two 
bilhops prevented an unnatural war which was 
going to break out between king Otho and 

('rl Fcl: Ilil^: EccJ: lib. iv. cap. 21. 
(*^ ) R uun: vol ix p. 210. 
luj Ij. vU. X. p. 299. 

his 
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:■ fcrs Ton Liuithulphus. The father came into ^Jf * 
the field with an army and his fon with ano- 
ther ; and the two armies were near each other ^53 
and ready to engage, To prevent the fight 
two pious prelates with full confidence in God 
ftepped forward and entered tL.^ nips> repre- 
ftnted the mifchief that muft anfe from the 
war, exhorted them to peace and by their af- 
feftionate exhortations prevailed on them to 
drop their refentraent and to enter into com- 
padts of peace and amity (w). The next fig- 
nal inftance of this kind was when pope John ^ 
*i5th fent a legate to England^ to reconcile 
•Ethelred king of the weft Saxons and Richard 
*duke of Normandy. This legate fucceeded 
in his cmbaflTy 5 by infpiring each of them 
-with a love and fear of God and of the apof- 
'tolic (ceCxJ. Pope Alexander 3d made peace 

• between . Lewis of France and Henry of Eng- '^^* 
■land (y); and Innocent 3d difpatched a legate to 
r mediate a peace between king John of Eng- 
. land and Philip of France The latter of thefe iioj 

princes having told the legate that it was no 
part of the duty of a pope to interfere in fueh 
matters: the pope with piety and modefty 

• maintained that ic was his duty provided he 
did not interfere with the laws of juftice and 
humanity. The Pfalmift, fays he, defires us 

. to feek peace and enfue it, that is to feek 'till 
you find it; and the angels at Chrift's birth 
proclaimed peace on earth, goodwill towards 
men (zj. By thefe and other paflagcs of fcrip^ 
ture did the bifhop juftify his interference; 
nor was fuch interference unworthy the preach- 

. cr of peace : no Heathen philofophcr or Pa- 

(w) Baron: p. 615. 734, (x) ib. p. 850 

fy) ib. vol. xiU p. 461, («) Raynaldi Antxil. A. D. 

1*03. n. 55. 
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CHAP, gan prieft ever interfered in this way! In 
proccfs of time Chriftianity fo altered the dif- 
pofitions and Iwbits of its profeflbrs that they 
afted under its influence withojut their Icnow- 
Icdge, and quite difFereririy from their Heathen 
anceftors. In the year 1783 the Britifh and " 
Iri(h parliaments unanimoufly voted thanks to 
General Elliot ; for his diftinguiflied humanity 
in faving the lives of the officers, and Ibldiers 
of the eneniy at Gibraltar. We admit that 
individuals among the Greeks and Romans 
difplayed afts of generofity towards enemies i 
but defy the unbeliever to point out a (ingle 
aft oif this kind unanimoufly approved and re- 
commended by the Roman fenate or by any 
of the Greek ftates. However chivalry co- 
operated with religion in lefcraining the ficrce- 
nefs of warriors in the middle ages j nor were 
wars waged with fo much ferocity when hu- 
manity as well as courage became the charac- . 
teriftic of knighthood. The knight of thofe 
days fiudied an elegance of manners, and the 
graces of external behaviour; politenefs be- 
came a faintly virtue and contributed to 
check the violence of war during ages of dif-' 
order. He exhibited fliining examples of hu- 
manity and delicacy; and his generofity to 
the vanquished was a fatire on warriors of an- 
cient times. He fliewed no indecent joy in 
his conquefts; afcribed his own fuccefs not to 
iuperior valour but to fortune ; and enhanced 
his greatncfs by generous fympathy and mag- 
nanimous condefcenfion. However, chivalry 
was a compofition of devotion as well as of 
gallantry and valour. The knight vowed to 
defend Chriftianity and to prefer public to 
private good; he confidered himfclf a faint 
as well aj a hero ; and profefled to vindicate 

the 




ef ReUgtm on Mankind. lOi 

the wrongs of the injured and to fpill his 
blood in defence of innocence and virtue. He 
redreffcd wrongs, defended virgins, relcued 
captive princeffes, humbled tifurpers, guarded 
a lady's honour againfc violence ani her 
charafber againft flander i and thought it con*> 
trary to the laws of chivalry to negleft the 
weak or the oppreffed, the widow or the or- 

Ehan. This was the character of the genuine 
night i nor can it be doubted but it produced 
happy effedts before it degenerated into Don- 
quixotifm and while it obferved the rules of 
ihe primitive infticution. 

As hiftory records the lives and deaths of it impro- 
princes, their wars and the number of men ^^^ ^^^!^ 
(Iain id thofe wars, the affadinacions of kings jeas in ~ 
and the revolutions in governments ; we are ^"^^^^ 
enabled to form fome judgment of the effeds 
of the Gofpel in each of thefe refpedls. We 
have proved in the laft fedion that the wars of 
the Heathens were lefs interrupted than thofe 
of the Chriftianss it will now appear that 
there were fewer affaflSnations. of princes and 
fewer revolutions in Chriftian than in Heathea 
ftates> that Chriftian princes were lefs profli- 
gate than the Heathen emperors who preceded 
them, and that the teachers of the Gofpel ac- 
tually checked the vices and the violence of 
rulers in many inftances. The relations of 
Heathen kings have been move cruel and un- 
juft in their attempts to obtain the fcepter 
than thofe of Chriftian princes. A greater 
number of the kings of the Chaldeans, Per- 
fianS) Sekucidae, Parthians, Egyptians and 
Macedonians were (lain by their relations to 
tfccnd the throne, than in Spain, Gaul, Bri* 
ttin, Scotland, Germany, Hungary, Poland 

and 
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^^j^P- and Denmark which embraced the Go(pe?* 
Plutarch (*) mentions a king who boafted he 
was not afraid of his own fon but fufFered 
him to approach him with a fpear in his hand. 
•* There was," fays he, " but one inftance of 
'* domeftic murder among the dcfcendants of 
*' Antigonus, which was that of Philip who 
" killed his own fon. But almoft all the other 
** farftilics afford numerous examples of the 
*^ murder of children, mothers and wives: and 
5* as to the murder of brothers, it was comoiit- 
•* ted without any fcruple^ for it was a maxim of 
^^ government like the firft principles of mathe* 
♦^ maticians, that it w^s neceflary for a king to 
*' kill his brother for his own fecurity/* The 
extenfive knowledge of Plutarch and his ere- 
dit as a writer render his tcftimony' d^ifive 
in this point. Of near forty Heathen empe- 
rors who preceded Conftantine, there were but 
few who were not killed in war or affaffinated 
by their relations (h)'^ whereas of fifty fuc- 
cefiive kings of France not one was flain ei-^ 
t her of thefeways. About forty Pagan em- 
perors having reigned about 300 years, and 
the fifty Chriftian kings of France near iioo; 
the latter mull have been lefs addifted to war 
or fewer of thetp muft have been murdered 
by their relations. There has been a greater 
number of revolutions in a given time in Hea^ 
then governments than in Chrirtian dates. 
The Affyrian, Perfian and Macedonian em- 
pires lafted but a fliort time (c) : and Hea-. 
then emperors of feventeen nations or families 
reigned in Rome from Nero to Conftantinci 
whereas princes of only three Chriftian fami- 

[m) In Demctrio propc finem. 

(0) Sec Grofius & Jornandcs de Rcgnorom Succeflione. 

U) pion : Hail ; lib.* i— fub initio, 
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lies, and chefe related to each other governed ^^j^^' 
the empire for 300 years together. In France < 
the family of Clovis reigned 250 years, that of 
Pepin 243, and that of Hugh Capet 8co: 
Upd not one of their kings was flain or banifh- 
ed by his relations. The family of Egbert 
ruled in England 266 years and that of 
Henry 4345 and the dcfcendancs of Borivo- 
■rius the firft Bohemian prince who embraced 
Chriftianity reigned for upwards of 300 years. 
The family of Geyfas reigned in Hungary 
above 300 years; that of Miceflaus in Poland 
above 400; that of Eric the firft Chriftian 
prince of Denmark about 500 5 and that of 
Recharedus in Spain 11 00 years. Before the 
reign of Charlemagne, the Geriiians were dif- 
poffefled by ftrangers above twenty times ; 
whereas fince that period which is about 
1000 years they have not been conquered by 
any foreign nation. The republic of Venice 
lafted near 1300 years, without a civil war 
or being fubjefted to a foreign enemy ; and in 
Portugal there was not a rebellion for nearly 
500 years in fucccffion : whilft hiftory fur- 
nifties no fuch inftances of peace among the 
ancient Heathens (d). We cannot then be 
furprifed that affalTins and revolutionifts arc 
enemies of an inftitution which is adverfe to 
both ! It is undeniable that wars among na- 
tions, the aflkflinations of princes and revolu- 
tions in ftates arofe from violations of the let- 
ter or fpirit of Chriftianity; and equally un- 
deniable that Chriftian princes have been lefs 
vicious than the Heathen emperors who pre^ 
ceded them. Of about forty Heathen empc- 
fors who preceded Conftantinq there were 

(i) Thefe are the calculations of Bozius dc Signis Scclefix 
▼•I. ii, p. 368 and iequ. 474, ^67. 
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CHAP, not eight good mcni while the reft Commit*"* 
ted fuch a£t:s of cruelty, rapacity, lufl:, luxiuy 
and gluttony as cannot be paralelled in Chrif' 
tendom from the days of Coiiftantine to the 
prefent time. Their cruel and impure a£b 
muil have infefted their fubjeds ; as much as 
the recital of them would (hock ihe delicaoj^ 
of Ghriftian readers. Only a few of them, were . 
good men {e) ; and it would be eafy to prove 
that fewer of their Chriftian fucceflbrs were 
remarkably wicked and diffolute. VefpaGari; 
Titus, Nerva, Trajan, the two Antonines and 
perhaps one or two more pofTeflfed fome ez^ 
cellent qualities j but the bed of them pub^ 
lickly committed afts which the mod abaii* 
doned nominal Chriftian would be afhamed to 
avow. Antoninus Pius got a decree of the 
fenate for erecting a temple to Fauftina an 
unchafte woman : which inftance of relpeft 
from fo good a prince muft have afforded no 
fmall encouragement to the matrons of Romtf 
to follow her example. The piety and virtues 
of many ancient bi (hops gained them confide^ 
rable authority which they often employed in 
reftraining the vices and the violence of kings. 
Before the eftablifhment of Chriftianity they 
pofTeflfed no influence with princes; but, after 
it was ertabli(hcd, employed it in reproving 
wicked kings in imitation of Nathan and 
other prophets or from an abhorrence of afts 
contrary to the Gofpel. For feveral centuries 
they feldom connived at the vices of princes 
or paffcd them over without reproof. In the 
end of the 4th century Ambrofe bifhop of 
Milan reproved the emperor Theodofiusj for 

"(0 Tacit: Sueton: Dion Cailius^ Mcurfius de Luxu Roma* 
aonun. 

bis 
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■cruelty to the people of Thcflalonica who ^^J}?' 
i killed feveral of the imperial officers and 
diers in that city. Theodofius threatened 
puhi(h them with rigour, but was prevailed 

by Ambrofe and other bi(hops to pardon 
am. However his courtiers having urged 
1^ neceinty of rigoroufly punifhing them; 
B.-«iDperor was prevailed on to give up the 
^itants of Thcflalonica into the hands of 
fp atrmy. The people were aflembled in the 
jltns when they were furrounded by foldiers 
Ik) fell on them indifcriminately, and mafla- 
ld.7000 without diftindlion of age or fex; 
I that many innocent perfons were involved 
I^Ae' maflacre. Ambrofe having heard of it 
H, Milau wrote to the emperor, reprefented 
^enormit)r of the cHme and exhorted him 
|«fiace his fin by repentance and good 

r'j^ The en;peror on reading the letter 
fbme remorfe and foon after an hearty 
how for having confenced to the maflacre. 
poking himfelf obliged to exprefs his re- 
pUBnce publickly; he haftened tOsMilan and 
to the cathedral to hear prayers and 
c of the facrament. The bilhop hav- 
n informed that he was coming went 
f church, met him at the door, reprefen- 
e (hocking circumftances of the maflacre 
ralhnefs in thinking to enter the Lord's 
while his hands were (lained with inno- 
blood. Theodofius heard thofe reproa- 
with modefty and acknowledged his 
s and faid he had hopes of God's pardon 
the example of king David who had 
' -pardoned chough guilty of adultery and 
Icr. The bifhop replied, as you have 
wed him in offending God imitate his 
cance. Theodofius fubmitted without a 

reply, 
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CHAP, reply, led a private and penitential life' 6r 
eight .months without entering a church,, ifei 
Glared he felt no comfort while he was exckf^:: 
ded from it, and expi^effcd his readinefS; 
perform fuch pennances as his crime defcrveiJ 
Having done pennance according to the i|- 
ihop's injunftion he was admitted into tbe] 
church, where he dripped off his royal oro^ 
ments and prodrate on the ground imploiea 
the divine mercy in the words of David» w^ 
foul bath cleaved to the earth, give me life ac^mf^' 
ingtotby word. His forrow (hewed idelf bj 
fo moving and edifying a manner that tbt.i 
whole congregation prayed and wept wttii 
him (/): which fpeftacle muft have had.^ 
good cffeft on many and given them an ab^j 
horrence of the crime for which he was doiiig[j 
pennance. This inftance of firmncfs in:tbc| 
bifhop and of forrow in the king tended ttiA 
reftrain other kings from afts of cruelty.; ■ahd^ 
indeed it is undeniable, that in after ages 
there was feldom a cruel Theodofius but 
there was found a pious Ambrofe to rebuke] 
him for it. For feveral centuries the churbil 
might boaft of men who could not be infi«t*r^ 
enced by promifes or threats to defert tbdrj 
duty. Chryfoftom who was arch-bi(hop of] 
Conftantinople in the end of the 4th c^ntmfi 
was remarkable for piety and zeal, and direc-- 
ted both to the benefit of the poor and toJthe: 
advancement of virtue. On his firft interview 
with the emperor Arcadius and the emprdi 
Exdoxia, he difcourfed on repentance and the | 
neceflity of reforming the abufes which pre- 
vailed at their court, and declared that neither 

(/) Ambrofii Oratio dc obitu Thcodofii, Theodorec, lib: 1^ 
cap: 17— Rufin: ii, i8. 
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fear nor pretended refneft (hould fliut his 
mouth when it was his duty to fpeak (jn). 
Wc cannot tell the particular efFeft of this 
difcourfr, but juc'ge that fo much zeal in fo 
good a man mufl have had fome influence on 
tnc emperor and emprefs who no doubt would 
have expreffed thtir difpleafure at his difcourlc 
had they been uninfluenced by it. In fucceed- 
ing ages leveral bifhops boldly reprimanded 
the mifconduft of princes and refuied to bear 
the weight of their fins. In a council of Pa- 
ris held in the 6th century, Gregory of Tours ^ 
exhorted his brother bifliops to fugged to 
kings. fuch counfel as favoured of epifcopal 
fandity. ** Be attentive," faith he, " O yc 
•« priefts of God, and efpecially you who arc 
« favourices of the king: give him holy coun- 
<* fel left he (hould incur the divine anger and 
" lofc his kingdom, glory &c. Be not filent 
»* but fpeak up, lay before him his tranfgref- 
'• fionSi left fome evil happen to him and ye 
" Ihould be guilty of his fins." King Chil- 
peric having heard of this exhortation was 
angry and threatened the bifhop j but the bi- 
fliop difregarded his threats, and refufed to 
take any food 'till he fwore to obfervc the 
laws of the realm and the rules of the church. 

' The king having preflTed him to eat, the pre- 
late obferved that to bilhops the fweeteft de- 
licacy was to fulfil the divine will: which 

' inftance of piety and firmnels fo afFefted the 
king that he took the oath («). In other 
nations the bifhops were equally pious and 
careful in reftraining the vices oF kings. Hinc- 877. 
fnar bifliop of Rheims infilled on the obfer- 



(«) PalladiuSy Socrat: Sozom: Theodor^t 
jj'o) ThomalT: vol. ii, p. 753, 
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vancc of the canons againft Lewis the ^ 
who intended to violate them^ told the kin|[ : 
that what he wifhed to do would be ruinott^ 
t9 him> and declared that he would not in \Si 
old age deviate from what he was tenacious cf 
for 36 years. Did I, faid he, confe'nt to vidir! 
hte both divine and human laws, I (houM 
deftroy myfelf and not ferve you: .the deaA 
which you threaten me with is rather to be 
wi(bed for and no more to be dreaded thaa' 
rufhing out of a falling prifon {0). Fulco' 
the fucceffor of Hincmar admonifhed the cm- 
pre(s Rechildis to amend her life and to lay 
afide anger, ft rife, murder, luxury, c^prcffioi' 
of the poor &c. ; exhorted her to love Gcff 
and her neighbour, to live pioufly, juftly and 
foberly for the fake of her foul, having always . 
before her eyes the day of her death and tt^ ; 
1073; furreftion (p). Gregory 7th. exhorted' the^ 
kings of the Danes, Swedes, Norwegians ami ■ 
Vifigoths to piety and charity, reminded thcai 
of the (hortnefs and vanity of wordly great- 
nefs and direded their attention to celeftiai 
happinefs {q). Surely fuch exhortations tend^ ; 
cd to reform men who had no power 06 i 
earth to reft rain or control them 1 Suena | 
king of Denmark having put to death certs^d : 
perfons whom he fufpefted to be his enemid- i 
near the beginning of the nth century; Rof- ' 
kildus a Danifli biftiop excluded him from the I 
church and made him do pennance (r) ; and i 
thereby difcouraged fimilar offences in that 
kingdom. The kings of iSweden were oblig* 
cd to fwear to love God and the Church, noC 

(*) Thomaflf: vol. ii, p, 756. 

(/) Baron: vol. x, p. 515. . , 

Iq) Joh : Magnus, lib. i. dc vitis Pontificum, p. 24, 

(r) Thomaff: vol. ii, p. 762, 
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I Id injure any man in his perfon or property, ^^^^* 
id. preferve truth and juftice and to fupprefs 
-Wmood, injuftice and perverfions of the 
fcv (j). In every nation where the clergy 
JUd .influence, the oaths adminiilered at. the 
.iMfooation of kings were excellent and tend- 
ed Co render princes pious and good men. 
Xht forms alfo at their coronation were evi- 
4okiiy fuggeftcd by Chriflianity and its teach- 
ti% and had an evident tendency to render 
tbcm juft and merciful. One of thofe forms 
,«a$ as follows : The arch-biihop put a ftafF 
into his hand and faid unto him, take this 
ftaff as the emblem of thy {acred government ; 
tbat you may strengthen the weak, confirm 
ijhe , tottering, correct the wicked and dired 
tbe good in the way of falvation. Another 
fprin is this ; take the fcepter as the rule of 
4ufine equity which governs the good and 
puniihes the bad : in this learn to love juftice 
Wd to hate iniquity (/). Thefe forms are ex- 
Q^nt leflbns to a prince and far fuperior to 
ajxf thing fuggefted by the philofophers or 
hw^vers among the Heathens! A little 
l|tqrk of cardinal Bellarmin (^u) points out the 
dtlty of a Chriftian prince towards his wife, 
{dtfldren, minifters, deputies, officers, domef- 
vttt &c. &c.. fo forcibly on Chriftian princi- 
j{IPSi that it mufl; have improved thofe princes 
\^yAo read it in religion and virtue. Surely 
^-ftp enemy of the Gofpel when acquainted 
; Ji&h its tendency and cfFefts muft be afha- 

1^ of hb attacks on fo excellent an infti- 

tOtioQ. 
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CHAP.m. Pious and good divines reftraincd the Viokj 
j^'j.^/lencc of fomc princes who were determined] 

ibam'dthe OH doing mifchicf in feveral inftanccs of which 1 
the following are perhaps the moft remarkif] 
ble. The firft inftance was at Antioch what 
the inhabitants raifed a fcdition againft the oa^ 
peror Theodofius, broke the flatucs of him^ 
felf, of his two fons and of his deceafcd wife 
and committed other outrages in that citfb 
The emperor enraged at their conduft at£dl 
intended to demolifli the city ; but afcerwardi 
refolved to deprive it of the privilege of beia^ 
the metropolis of the Eaft and to punilh fc 
verely the ^authors and promoters of the fecft* 
tion. For this latter purpofe he difpatchdl 
two ofEcers whofe arrival at Antioch diflfoM 
an univerfal terror and drove feveral of tbe 
citizens to mountains and defarts : while fooie 
were imprifoned until the emperor (hould (cad^ 
further orders. Flavian bilhop of AntiociL 
left the city in the beginning of thofc croublll 
and fet out for Conftantinople to the cm^ 
ror ;, to prevent if poffible the calamities with 
which a multitude was threatened. In his 
abfence fome Anchorets revered for their fanc- 
tity came forth from their retreats near An- 
tioch ; to foften the hearts of the two ofSceil 
who were punilhing the citizens. One of the 
Anchorets, named Macedonius (^wj addrcflSjd 
the officers with fuch freedom and piety in* 
Ihabby coat as excited their furprize, refpcft^ 
and attention. " The emperor," faith he, 
" however diftinguiftied by his imperial dig- 
" nity is ftill a man and ought to confider his 
** nature as well as his rank: he rules men of 
" the fame nature with himfelf and image* 



(vf) Thcodoret: Hi ft; y. 19. 



<«che 



tf ReUgion en Ma9ikind. Ill 

" the Supreme Being: let him not provoke ^"j^* 
'* the almighty by deftroying thofc images of 
"the divine nature for an affront offered to 
*• the inanimate images of his body. Other 
**^ ftatiies may be erefted in the room of thofc 
'* that have been demolifhed ; but notwith- 
" finding, his boafted power your emperor is 
" unable to make any reparation for a fingle 
« life which he has once taken away/' The 
officers heard thcfe words of the Anchoret 
with veneration, tranfmitted them to the em- 
peror and agreed to fufpend the punifhment 
^ the criminals *till they heard his further 
pleafure. Nor was Flavian idle in another 
garter. On his arrival in Confiantinople he 
ai^enc to the palace, and coming into the em- 
fi^rors prefence ftood ftill at a diftance and let 
his tears tell his bufinefs. In thi^ pofcure of 
rc(pe£t and fbrrow he remained for fome time 
and Teemed to bear the weight of the public 
guilt. The emperor moft fenfibly affcfted 
bjT' thofe marks of grief and confufion foften- 
cd his fury into a mild expoftulation, repeated 
the many favours which Antioch received 
fiotn him, afked, is this a fuitable return for 
my goodnefs ? how have I deferved this reat- 
meat from them ? and even if I gave them 
reafbn to complain of me why muft the dead 
sod innocent be infulted? have I not on all 
'OQcafions (hewn a particular regard for An- 
tioch and preferred it to all the cities in my 
dominions even to that in which I was born ? 
The bifhop, knowing the juftice of thofe re- 
proaches, did not attempt to juftify the citi- 
zens, but repeated his fighs and tears and 
made an afFedting fpeech which is preferved en- 
tire in one of the homilies of Chryfoftom (xj. 

(x) Homil: iii, ad populuips Ant'ocheuHm. 

.. He 
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^ui^' He owns that the mod rigorous puniihment 
would be too mild for them; but QbfcTyei 
that conquering his refentment and pafling.an 
aft of oblivion would be the btighteft oriuh- 
ment of the imperial crown. It is true, fiys 
the bi(hop> your (latues have been ihamefUlj 
abufed and demolifhed; but you may eird 
more valuable ones in the hearts of your fiiln 
jeAs by this generous a(flion. He remiAdcd 
the emperor of a noble faying of his , wShi 
he had lately given an a£i: of grace thro' ..the 
whole empire; namely that he wijheid be iCffidi 
' ifs eaftly ratfe the dead as Jave the criminals icBA 
he delivered. Flavian taking advantage of .this 
declaration of the emperor told him>. it MH 
now in his power to execute this princely wUb» 
and preffcd him to this aft of clemency in 
order to do honour to the Chriilian reUgioiit 
The Jews and Pagans, fays he, wbo'bav^ 
their eyes fixt on your imperial majefly. il 
this critical junfture will be edified by your 
generofity if you incline to mercy; will pnufe 
and wprfliip that God who can raife mea 
above the feelings of nature, and embrace 
that Gofpel which teaches fuch fublime morat* 
ity. He then gives a melancholy defcripdon 
of the miferies of the people of Antioch, . celll 
what they fuffered from their juft apprebeo* 
lions, what danger they had been expoled to 
by flying and how defolate that city was al* 
ready. He exhorted him to compaflion from 
motives of humanity and religion, and .cpa» 3 
eludes with exprefllng his refolution of never ! 
feeing Antioch unlefs he could carry home the 
welcome news of a pardon. The emperor 
was fo ftrongly afFeftcd by the prelate that 
he could fcarcely refrain from tears, and in a 
few words declared, that he forgave his rebel* 

iiom 
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lious fubjefts at Antioch. On Flavian's re- ^^^* 
'turn to this city all forrow was baniihedj and 
the happinefs of that day acknowledged by 
leveral marks of univerfal joy. But the bi« 
Ihop's humility was equal to his piety and ten- 
derdefs $ for when he was aiked how he dif- 
fuaded the emperor firom punifliing them he 
would not alTume any credit to himfelf^ but 
ticribed the change in Theodofius to God 
only([y^. About the middle of the fch cen« 
tury» Attilla king of the Huns common!/ 
called the fcourge of God laid Italy wafte* 
demolilhed feveral cities and flufhed with fuo- 
oefs refolved to march to Rome. The news 
of his defign (bon reached that city and Blled 
all the inhabitants with terror and confufion : 
lud the emperor Valentinian not having been 
in a condinon to meet him was advifed to 
quit Italy. However before twtvy thing was 
{iven up as loft, it was refolved to try a pro- 
pofal for peace and to employ Leo the arch- 
bifliop of Rome to divert Attilla from his de- 
fign; tho' it feemed an hopelefs projefb to 
think of foftening a barbarian grown infolent 
by his fucceflfes, or of prevailing on him to 
^p his defign of making himfelf mafter of 
t&e em[Mre whofe capitol was near him* 
However LeOi animated with pietv and con- 
cern for his country, accepted ot the com* 
million accompanied by two of the nobles. 
Placing his confidence in God who rules the 
heart he paiTed the Po and found Attila with 
ilia numerous army encamped near Mantua* 
The bifhop opened his commifllon, and prefT- 
cd his bufinefs with fuch pious zeal and maf- 
teriy eloque^ice that he fofcened the heart of 

(y) Vide Baron: Aiinal: A. D. 33$. 
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the barbarian, jrrevsilci ca him to agree to J 
peace, CO draw cE his troops and Co give the 
Rocnans no further molcfntion. The aick- 
bifhcp en his r^curr. :o Ron:e was recdnd 
wi:h icy by a pccple lived trocn deftrafiiQi 
v.hich fceoied ir.e^iraclej but inftead of »■ 
ccivicg any ccmpllm^nt for hioiielf he i- 
reaed all their gra:i:i;de to God by ordcruy, 
a public thar.kfg^-ing for cheir deliveraaccj 
This biihop aifo rei:r2ined the violence tfj 
Genferic kL-ig of the V'andak who inyideii 
Itaiy, ar.d was entering Rome with an intcfldoi 
cf burning the cr.y and putting its iahabitaB 
to the fwcrd. I fnall produce but anothera-j 
fcance cf the fame kind which happened in 
6 :h century. Whtn Totilas king of the Otl 
547. crcgctns took Rome, bifhop Pelagius (aU 
feeling for the citizens who had been a]infll| 
i^arved durirg the iiege and likely to betf j 
troyed by victorious troops, came to the 
crciTcd in his pontificals, with the GolpcIiB] 
his har.ds. Totilas feeing him afked, wtet 
is the matter Pelagius? do you come tooej 
as a fu[ pliant ? I come in chat charafiffi 
faidi the bifhop: flnce God has made you of 
lord and mafter I pray you pity thy fervaift 
have companion on the dillreffcd citizens. Tkj 
king fooihed bv his venerable alpecl, by 
appearance of the Gofpel and by his pio|i| 
txprclfions pardoned the citizens, forbad 
f^jrthtr ufe of the fword or the violation 
female chafri:y> exhorted his exulting troopll 
tv-) rellrain their ferocity and reminded thtoj 
i\{ the uncertainty of human affairs, of whichj 
the ficuation of the Romans at that very mo-l 
irent furniihed an edifying inftance. Surdf] 

(?) Pantaloon de virif UIuAribirs Pare i* 
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^' 'tf Rdigion m Maudni. 

.^ the philofophcrs of antiquity have not pre- 
vented fo much mifchicf by their fophiftry 
M babble as Flavianj Leo and Pelagius did 
fcy their pious exertions. It will appear in 
ihc fequcl that the clergy reftrained the op* 
prefiiohs and exactions of kings in numerous 
iflikLnces; 

It appears froiti a paflage of Pliny's, (tf) 9t. 

- letter to the emperor Trajan that the Chrif- J^^i^^J^*. 
^s bound themfelves by in oath not to fetrmjuft 
fieal, rob, break faith or commit adultery; ^e^*^^^ 
nor can there b^ ia doubt but fincere Chrif- trutiv 
tians abftained from theie crimes in millions of 
inftaoces not one of which is recorded in hif- 
Vory. All true converts no doubt obierved 
ihc Chriftian rule of doing unto others what* 
jToevcr they would men (hould do unto them : 

' It mlc fo excellent that Alexahdet Severus {V) 
% Pagan emperor ordered it to be proclaimed 
Iby a crier, and written on the walls of his pa- 
lace and of all public buildings in Rome, 
llo a& of diftioncfty was allowed by the firfl: 
|M"ofelytcs to the Gofpel ; and if any of them 
.was convidted of it the whole fociety proteft- 
.cd againft him. The narrow limits of this 
work render it neceflary to exhibit only a few 
.ioftances of the eflfeds of Chriftianity on each 
jfopic. The reformation of a robber and 

.imihjerer by St. John the Evangclift is per- 
,^)s a more remarkable fad on our prefent 
/ohjeftj than any to be met with in authentic 
.:liiftory: the following are the particulars as 
.id^cd by Eufebius (^). John beholding a 
^Joung man of a comely perfon and graciqus 

W Lib! X, Epift: 97. 

{h) Hift: Auguftae Scriptores, p. 132, £4it; Paris 1620. 
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crimtfnance faid unto a bifhop, I carncW' 

recommend this young man to thy care. Th 

bi.hop promifcd to be careful of him and ii 

prxcfs of time baptized him: but idle ape 

CaTolute affociates foon led him to fteal, rol 

and commit murder. John having got irni- 

rration of his profligacy thus addrcflcd the 

bifhop : O bifhop, reftore unto us thy charge 

which Chrift and I have committed unto thy 

cuflody ; I require the young man and the 

fc»ul of our brother. Then the elder, looking 

down with a dejefled countenance, laid wilfc 

fighs and fobs he is dead. The apoftle then 

afked how and by what kind of death ? Tk 

bifhop anfwered, he is dead to God; for heii 

become a profligate and a thief and dwells oa 

render mountain with his wicked companioi^ 

The apoftle, then rending his garment aitf 

beating his head with forrow obferved, I hlV 

Cv-;:::nitted our brother's foul to a wife keep^i 

rcpjre nie an horfe and let me have a guicJ^ 

H-i^pg come near the haunt of the thieir^ 

fr ^^.:^ feized on bv their watch and exclaifX 

e,-. :.\- rh:5 purpole came I hither, bring me C 

% .* ..: wu^Min ! When the captain faw the v^ 

-.".:.' f vlu man at fome diftance he w^ 

•.. . .^ \s\:h fnanie and fled: St. John for- 

^: . . . :" his years purlucd him crying ovt 

. \ ysh\ .*^Ne:l thou from thv fiiher who 

a.-; J old r Be not afraic : as vtf 

hope of lalvation: I will la- 

lACC v.iih Chriil; 1 \u:l die for 

5 he C\'h\ fox U5: I wn. hiiari 
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\ ..;:! .V » :h:::c, K'iicve n-e Chrif: ftriaic; 

.» \.\.'r ;r..i;i hearirs; thcie worcs fit 

. .'.! .. .. .<...:/.': !::s eves on the er.-^urjc:, ia 

. \> »\' :..s .V .vv^iT, anon tremuled, er.rra- 

» i'.vi lv,^^ ar.d wept bitrcrJr. Tiic 
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Ipoftle, promifrng to obtain for him pardon ^^^J*' 
from our Saviour^ brought him to a churchy 
where he often prayed for him, mollified him 
by his exhortations and did not quit him 'till 
he (hewed ftrong fymptoms of repentance. 
The pious zeal of the other apoules muft 
have reclaimed the profligate and rendered 
tliem honeft in many inftances not recorded 
in hiftory. The following inftancc of truth 
and honour in a private perfon mufc be afcrib- 
cd to Chriftianity : which inftance however 
uncommon would never have been related 
vere not the account of it connedted with the 
kifiory of a prince. In the 6th century Al 
Nooman king of Hira, in a drunken frblic^ 
ordered two of his intoxicated companions to 
be burned alive. When fober he repented of 
V^ crimCj and, in order to expiate the offence 
fa apart two days in every year in honour of 
them, refolved to facrifice on one of thefe 
days the firft perfon he met, and to difmifs 
Km whom he met on the other with magnifi- 
cent prefents. On one of thofe unfortunate 
^y$» the king was met by an Arab who had 
©pec entertained him when fatigued with 
liQnting and feparated from his companions. 
Iq gratitude for this favour the prince granted 
wm a year's relpite; provided he could find 
feurity for his returning from a diftant pro- 
vince to fuflfer death at the expiration of the 
year. One of the prince's court in companion 
pfifered himfelf as his furety, and the Arab was 
Jticafed. The Arab having appeared on the 
•ppointed day, the king alked him why he 
^ould oflTer himfelf to death when he might 
We efcaped it by the death of his fecurity ? 
He replied he was taught to do fo by the rell- 
jioQ he profcfled. The king^ having enquired 

about 
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^^^^' about his religion and found him a Chriftlaqi' 
> V ^dc fired an explanation of the Chriftian doci' 
trine, embraced the Gofpel and totally abo- 
li(hed the barbarous cuftom {d). Hence wflt 
may perceive the vilenefs of Paganifm and 
the good cffefts of Chriftianity even in i 
country where its precepts were deplcrabl| 
corrupted. To enforce the duty of juffa. 
the emperors Charlemagne {e) and Lewis ^ 
Piovjs required their fubjefts to hayc i«A 
weighty and jufl meafures, according to tfaft 
Mofaic )aw ; and adopted the words of Sob: 
mon that divers weights and divers meafuiei 

are an abomination to the Lord. We ciih 

. t 1.1. . . • j 

not fuppofc that the fiabjedts of tl^efc aw 
other religious princes would neglcft the do-. 
ties of juftice and honefty which were recofli". 
mended by their religion, by its teachers and 
by the laws of every nation which embracca 
the Gofpel ' ' 

u render. The Apoftles (/) and Evangelifts enduroj 
patie'it the moft grievous fuffcrings rather than rc: 
nounce their religion ; nor could the prinu- 
tive Chriftians who fiicceeded them be jfldfl: 
ccd by threats or torments to defert their pr?: 
feffion. They neither repined nor railed a£ 
their enemies; but endured various fufferingj 
\\'ith invincible meekncfs. Polycarp a difcip^ 
of St. John zealoufly propagated the faith ^ 
for which he fufFered martyrdom during tte 
^^3- perfecution of Verus and when he was n»f 

^ * ff I A ■ • » 

ICO years old. Having been brought bctof^ 
an enraged multitude, the proconful afkw 

(d) Sales Prelimia: Difconrfe, fc<5l. i« 
(i) Liruienbroc;: Capitula, lib. i, cap. 74. 
If) Cavts Lives of the Apoftles aud tianmcr^s Prf&« ? 
the Lives of Dorotheus. ... 

m 
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I whether he was the celebrated Polycarp, ^fj^^' 
rkoned to him to deny it and faid, tender 
ne yeafs, fwear by the fortune of Ccfar and 
>ent} fwear and I will let thee gO| blaf- 
cmc and deny Chrift. Polycarp anfwered, 
ir fcore and fix years have I ferved him 
ithcr hath he ever offended mci and how 
n I revile my king ? if thou required me 

fwear by the fortune of Cefar feigning 
ou knowcft not who I am, hear freely I am 
Chriftian ! And if thou defireft to know, the 
hriftian doftrincs appoint the day and you 
all hear them. The proconsul having faid 
srfuade the people ; Polycarp replied, I have 
JTKhfafed to confer with thee; for we are 
>mmanded to honouir princes and potentates : 
lit I conGder the furious multitude unworthy 
carers of my defence. The proconful an- 
reredy I have wild beafts to devour thee uo<* 
& you repent. Polycarp replied, bring them 
)rth; for we Chriftians do not pafs from bet- 

II to worfe but from vice to virtue by re-^ 
entance. But faith the proconful, 1 will 
uict thee with fire if thou regardcft not the 
eafts nor repent. Thou threatened fire, faith 
^olycarp, which lafteth a while and quickly is 
[ucnched j but thou art ignorant of the ever-* 
jfting torments referved for the wicked. But 
Ay lingered thou ? difpatch as it pleafeth 
hce. He uttered thefc words with a counte- 
lance fo firm and yet fo placid that the pro- 
xmful was amazed and commanded the beadle 
cry out thrice, Polycarp confeffeth himfelf 
obe a Chridian. At which words the mul- 
itude (houted with rage, this is the Doftor of 
(Vfia, the father of the Chridians, the ovcr- 
:hrower of our Gods, who has taught that 
3Qr Gods are not to be worOiippec), Theife 

was. 
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^m ^' was an unanimous cry that he fhould be 
ed ; and the Jewifh and Gentile populace 
loufly carried wood and prepared a pile for 
purpofe. When they would have nailed 
to the ftake he faid, fuffcr me as I am; 
that gives me patience to abide this fire 
enable me to ftay in the midft of it wi 
nailing my body (^). When he offered 
his prayers to God the pile was lighted i 
the venerable man was confumed leaving 
example of piety, patience and refignation tiii 

foo. God. Tertullian [V) afcribes the propagation 
of the Gofpel in fome degree to the patieoci! 
of the Chriftians \ and (ells Scapula, that 4 
who beheld fuch patience could not but eiK 
quire into the caufe, and when iqformed'rf 
the truth immediately embraced it* "Lit 

Ma ^i not** faith the Heathen in Miniicius Fdi%» 
'< a (Irange folly and incredible boldnefs 
*< defpife prefent torments, and yet fear tboil! 
** which are future and uncertain ? fo foolifh^ 
" do they flatter themfelvcs and lull their fean 
*• by a deceitful hope of fame unknown conh« ' 
" fort which Ihall arife to them hereafter.** 

»3S- In Maximin's reign men fubmitted to be ^ 
biirneJ, crucified, drowned, mangled or others i\ 
wife tormented rather than confent to idolatry; * 
and in fevcral inftances females endured va- ^ 
rious torments rather than fufl^er themfelyji ^ 
to bt! defiled (/). During Dioclefian's perff- 

* ^' cuticns fevcral nobles endured reproaches and 
torments rather than renounce Chriftianity; ' 
Pctrus a page of the emperor was one of 
them. This man when publicly exhibited iq 
Niccmedia and required to lacrifice refuicd tQ 

(/•/ r.n^e^- HJft: iv. ^. 
(h^ ^c! Scapulam, cip. y 

comply ; 
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iply : ifl confequcnce of which an order 
I iflucd chat hts body ihould be fcourg^d 

hb fle(h torn to pieces to compel him to 
fo. When be had endured thofe torments 
h firmnefs and his bones lay bare, they 
inx] vinegar mixed with (ale into his fefter- 
vounds. Having flighted all thefe torr 
nta, his bare bones were laid on a gridiron 
If a flow fire, where he continued inflexi- 

tod overcame his perfecutors by his con^ 
ipt of fuflPerings and even of death. '' Such 
ns the conftancy of the primitive Chrif- 
iaas (iaith Arnobius (Jt) that (ervants would 303« 
ather fuffer torments from their mafters, 
rives fooner part from their hulbands, and 
iiildren prefer being difinherited rather 
ban abandon the faith of Chrift.** The 
oeior Conftantius Chlorus, to try the prin* 303; 
w of his courtiers and whether they were 
ixst or nominal Chriftians, pretended an 
crfion for Chriftianicy and commanded 
nn to facrifice to the Gods on pain of 
iag difmiflfed. Some of them told him 
By rnnft refign their employments and in- 
ir his dJfpleafure rather than the divine; 
btk osiers confented to facrifice to the dei- 
s of the Pagans. The emperor, having 
id9 the vifliedKor difcovery, applauded the 
mer ibr their conftancy and integrity and 
loitted tbem to a (hare in the adminiftra- 
a ; but 4ifl)anded the latter with this repri-< 
LOdf that they never could be true to their 
noe who were falfe to their God (/)• 
hilc Pdlio was fuffering for religion in 
KlcGan's r^igfij fae furnifl^d 9/\ abrjdg- x^ 
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Adv: Gantes, lib. i. 

pi]f^t>* Vita CooiCtant: i^ it, 



inent 



€€ 



III fh Hifiory of the l£fftEls 

^^Ar, nicnt of chriftian morality as then taught « 
praftifed by feveral Chriftians. Having bei 
accufed before the governor Probus of derii 
ing gods of wood and ftone, he conftfi 
himfelf a Chriftian who in fpite of toitii 
would peifift in fidelity to God and in obi 
dience to the commands of Jefus Chdl 
Probus having aflced him what thefe 0M| 
mands were ? Polio replied, " thofe CDll 
*^ mands teach us there is but one God i 
<^ heaven ; that wood and ftone are not.t 
'< be called Gods ; that we muft correft IM 
'^ faults by repentance and perfevere imid 
*' lably in the good we have embraced. Vl 
gins who preferve their purity are ciaki 
to an high rank; and wives are bound ( 
^< maintain conjugal chaftity and to makedj 
*' procreation of children the fble end o^d 
<< liberties they take with their hufbands. bU 
<' ters ought to rule their (ervants with mi^ 
•^ nefs, and fer^ants to difcharge their dot 
" rather from love than fear. We ought « 
•* obey kings and the higher powers whc 
*? their commands are juft and right- W 
•^ Ihould reverence thofe who gave us M 
«^ love our friends, forgive our enemies, bci 
** an afFedion towards our fellow- citizens, ta 
^' manity towards ftr^ngers, pity towards tb 
** poor and charity towards all men. ^ 
*^ muft do no injury to any perfon and p 
*^ tiently fuffcr the wrongs we receive. V? 
** cught to beftow our own goods libcn! 
** and not covet thofe of others; and bcfe 
" he fhall live eternally who in defence of 1 
*' faith (hall defpife this momentary death, whi 
•* is the utmoft effort of your power^' (i 

^m) A^a Sanft; in April xxvlii, torn. 3d, Marih'i Libn 
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f he emperor Julian iffued a proclamation that chap. 
10 perfon fhouM bear an office who did not v. 



renounce Chriftianity and facriBce to the gods. 3i<> 
Jovian, Valentintan and Valens who were afi 
tcrw^rds emperors refufcd to comply, threw 
down their fword-belts and faid, they would 
(offer any kind of torment rather than deny 
their Saviour (»). Laftantius (rj obfcrves 
that fire did not extort a groan from Chriftian 
boys and girls, and defires the Romans no 
ipore to boaft of their Regulus and Sccevola. 
The lives of the Martyrs (^sj may convince us 
|kt they exceeded Sccevola, Curtius, the De- 
Q\ and other Pagan heroes in number and 
fortitude ; as they did not lay violent hands 
00 tbemfelves but pioufly endured pain and 
death for righteoufnefs (/) fake. The firft 
Chriftians bore difgrace, torture and death ra^ 
than renounce their principles; while the 
Hcatticns wanted courage to exercife their re- 

■gion in public, when the emperors eftablilhc4 

'hriftianity on the ruins of Paganifm, 

* 

Neither promifes nor threats could induce J^P**^J]^^ 
^vcral of the primitive Chriftians to violate tftyand 
their chaftity. The Gofpel condemns impure ^"^- 
jhoughts, threatens fornicators and declares, 
ijiat whofpever looketh on a woman to luft 
«ccr her hath committed adultery with her 
Srcady in his heart. The Gofpel threats muft 
pvc had confiderable influence on thofe who 
fufiercd on its account, attached to it only 
pnn a fenfe of its truth and a profpe^t of its 
pwards. Hiftory furnifhes inftances of per* 
jOn? who encountered dangers and endured 
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!0 Socilt: iii. 13. (r) V; 13. 

j See Ruiaarts AAa martyrum. 
P S]^ JLaurentiuf V^Ola Ut voluptate^ Lib: ii.' 
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CHAP. bar.d(/). The Barbarian was fo captivated % 
the virtue of the matron that he coovey 
her to a place of faftty, 'till (he was deliver 
to her hufband. The following is a ftriki 
infcance of female virtue. The Huns a fia 
Coo. nation having invaded Venice, fome Lombi 
virgins made themfclves fetid and fo difgi£i 
the Barbarians by their ofTenfive foicU th 
they were fold as captives at a public audio 
two of them afterwards married two prioi 
and obtained, as the annalift {h) obferveSi tl 
reward of their virtue. Inftances of the c 
erciie of this virtue are too numerous to : 
recounted; but the following memorable a 
•^9 which was difplayed in Yorkfhirc is tooj 
markable to be pafTed over in filence. Eli 
the abbefs underftanding that her nunix 
was to be attacked by the Danes called t 
gether her nuns, ftated the charafler of d 
cation for lufc and cruelty and informed tb 
Ihe was refolved to preferve her chaftityati 
cxpence of her beauty. Having uttered di 
words (he cut off her nofe and upper lip; i 
all her fifterhood followed her example. Tl 
did not long furvive their beauty j for wl 
the Danilh generals faw their horrible appe 
ance, they (hut them up in the monaftery \ 
burned it to the gxo\ind(u). It is underaa 
that the Heathen matron Lucretia was clu 
to excefs; as (he lubmitted to death rat 
than furvive her virtue; but it is equally 
deniable (he valued her chafcity lefs than 
reputation ; as (he facrificed the former for 
prefer vation of the latter. She complied t 
the adulterer when he threatened to fta 



0^ Sozom: ix. lo, 

(b) Haronius, 

(u) Math. Weflmonad: Baron: Aunal: A. D. Syo^ 
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Iki^e dnd to lay his naked body near hcr's after ^^jf * 
Hki had violated and murdered her (x). The 
lieathen committed adultery and fuicide; the 
Chriftian matron only felf-murder : the latter 
'^i herfelf to death for the prevention of a 
)Ctittie; the former to attone for it: the Hea- 
%f!a rcquefted her father and hulband to punifli 
rliie ludultereri the Chriftian matron died with- 
;cwt any cxpreflion of revenge. However wc 
ifiathcr juftify nor recon^mend thofe exceffes 
^- Heathens and Chrifcians $ nor dread 
-nnitations of them in this degenerate age. 
'jSomc of thofe exceffes were greater evils than 
"toidpliances with the ravilher or feducer $ and 
*^ pnoduced only to (hew, that the religious 
^piinciple which guarded female virtue and re- 
-fiiiUQcd the carnal appetites in fuch extraordi- 
Utry inftances is capable of curbing them in 
'iTODary cafes, if duly impreffed on the minds 
^tiF ks profeffors. Were the moderns more 
^ itenthrc to religion, it would operate power- 
^y in reftraining their appetites ; but where 
''d^ religious principle is feeble it can not be 
^taqieded to have much effedb in curbing the 
^pffions. Wqre the religious principle forcibly 
)XQcalcated on males and females the adulterer 
l^Rould be more defpifed than the injured huIV 
3|tod; and the charader of Jofeph refpefted 
TO ridiculed. This honourable man, who 
'«d from his friends wife that wanted to corru ~ t 
jlhi, would fcorn to feduce her; to murder 
j^ injured friend who upbraided him for hi$ 
"perfidy; or to create difconcent between a cou-« 
£ple folemnly bound to be faithful to each other, 
^hny fafliionable men of the prefent days 
^ht wifh their wives to be good Chriftiansj 

•; » Lify, Lib: i. cap: 58. 

i,; • but 
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but are fo fooli(h as to deride or difregaid 
religion which would render their wives 
tuoua and fecure themfelves from di(hoooi 

chriftiam- ^^ ^^^ northern nations Heathen ftn 
tyimprov. "wcrc held in high veneration i having I 
ditlm^^of fuppofed to poflels divine qualities, to bee 
feraies. ble of predicting the event of a htlak 
healing wounds, interpreting dreams, ni 
fiorms and performing every function o( 
fairy art (w). But in other nations fea 
were not thus reverenced. In hot difl 
they were regarded as mere inftruoientsoff 
fure i and this regard was divided amoii| 
ny others. The Afiatic nations always m 
pafCon of love without any efteem for tlx 
jedl I and made quick tranfitions from % 
tion to jealoufy, to indifference or to coott 
In the pureft ages of Greece and Rob 
was lawful to put female infants to death; 
on the decline of the Roman empire He 
matrons were degraded creatures. Accoi 
to the fyftcm of opprefllon which gem 
prevailed when the Gofpel was promdlg 
the hufband inftead of being the friend c 
wife was a tyrant over her j and the wil 
might naturally be expefted, obeyed fe 
principle of fear not of love, gratitude 
fenfe of duty. Callicratidas {x) an Hea 
philofophcr exhorted wives to bear wid 
tience the infidelity of their hufbands ; fine 
privilege of fornication is allowed to 
but not to women. The pancgyricks o, 
fex in Greek and Roman authors may 

(w) Tacit: <!e itioribus Germ: cap. viii. Plut: devil 
mulierum Polyaeii: Stratag: lib. i. Keyflcr tlc isiulieribi 
dicis. Mallet North. Aulifj[- ch. xii, 

(x) Luciaiii amores. 
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hcc us, tfiat woman was not held in refpcA ; ^^^^ 
T while they reprcfcnt her as beautiful^ 
sceful or fond, they rarely afcribc to her ei- 
er moral or intelleflual endowments unlefs 
Tender her more an objedt of paffion. The 
Rwork in which woman is piftured as a 
l^)e£i:able charader is the adventures of 
flQBgenes and Chariclea; a Greek novel 
*&en by bifhop Heliodorus about the end 
■• the 4th century. The charafter of this 
fcgan lady as drawn by the bifhop is higher 
kn any which is described by Heathen au« 
as if his knowledge of Chriftianity had 
ht him that females are capable of high 
and intelleftual endowments. He re- 
ts the heroine not only as a woman of 
fetie but of intelleft ; as poffefling jjrudence, 
'nee of mind, delicacy, chaftity and un- 
n fidelity to Theagenes to whom fhe was 
betrothed. In the midft of difibliite 
ri into whofe hands they had falkn 
ptelerves her chaftity ; in the midft of 
ihgers fhe is collcftcd; fhe firmly checks 
% importunity of Theagenes whom ftie lov- 
r to diftraftion and completely extricated 
in fixjm all his difficulties. To Chriftianity 
ibales are indebted for many advantages : 
fICDild fpirit is favourable to the weaker 
6 has reftrained the dcfpocifm of the male 
I aftually protefted woman from the ty- 
Ibjr of man in numerous inftanccs fome 
^hich have been already exhibited. The 
lb Chriftian prince forbad married men to 
bp concubines (/»), thofe fevere annoyances 
a virtuous wife; nor does the Gofpel allow 
f privilege to the male whi:h it withholds 

mj Baroa: 329. 
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CHAP, from the females. Hujbands love your wn 
faith the Scripture, and te not bitter agm 
tbem, — Let every one of you Jo Ime bis n 
even as bimfelf — Dwell xvitb your wives < 
wording to knowledge^ giving honour unto the « 
as unto the weaker vejfely and as being heirs 
gether of the grace of God. — Drink waters \ 
of thine own cijiern — embrace not the hojm (j. 
granger. No fuch palfages occur in the n 
gion or laws of Heathen nations ! The Sa 
tures confider woman as a rational being, I 
moral companion of man, bound to the & 
duties, and entitled to the fame reward. 1 
Pagan female retained her influence dur 
youth and beauty; while a Chriftian won 
who is held in refpeft for her fenfe and ^ 
tues may preferve that refpeA though M 
deformt-a. Chriltianity tends to rendec-: 
malts chafte» rat'onal and deQrablci difcoi 
ges impurity and fornication thofc prevend 
of matrimony ; and concubinage, adultery 
polygamy thofc never failing fources of; 
loufy and difcontcnt. 

Cofpei a Of all the Gofpel virtues none has fa 

^•"7ncf/ more confpicuouny difplayed in the aftion! 

tothcdi- its profeffors than tenderncfs to the diftrcf 

'ftreffej. rp.^^ affcftlon of th:? primitive Chrifcians 

each other was proverbial ; the Heathens i 

to fay of them, how thole Chriftians love 

another! During violent plagues which n 

in the Roman em; ire, in Alexandria , 

Carthage, about the mi^die of the 3d ( 

tury, the Chriftians difplayed wonderful c 

rity and attention to the diftrefll-d. Scai 

ly had the plague begun at Alexandria w 

th::: Heathens quitted their neareft relatio 

leaving them half dead, or their deceafcd 
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I linburied to be- devoured by dogs. But ^^,^^' 
conduit of the Chrifcians was the rcverfc : 
f tended the infefted, cured fome, comfort- 
the expiring^ clofed the eyes and mouths of 
; dcccafed, waftied and buried them; and 
illy after were treated in the fame way by 
^ who furvivcd them. During a plague 
ich raged in Carthage^ Cyprian the bifhop i^^ 
t hb eftate and exerted bis eloquence in re- 
fting and confbling thofe Who loft their 
l&ds, in preparing them to fubctiit as be- 
es Chriftians to that fcourge of heaven» 
b exhorting them to aflift their neigh* 
in diftrefs. He did not fly from his 
, but refolved to (hare their fate; and his 
pie and exhortations had fuch an effcdt 
them that they emuloufly vifitcd the diC* 
red and adled with fuch tenderncfs to- 
s Heathens as well as Chriftians that they 
'^iheir God were commended by all who 
witnefles of their piety and bcrievo- 
cc (y). The firft Chriftian emperor or- 
td Urfius his lieutenant in Africa to give 
cHian bifhop of Carthage a large fum for 
^'poor; and, if that fum Ihould be infuffi* 
it, commanded Heraclides his trea^rer to 
ply them with more (z). Syria, Cilicia 
1 Thrace having been afflifted with a fa-^ 
^ and peftilence in the year 23 1 i the fame 
(iftian prince fent 36,000 bufhels of wheat 
lie bifhop of Antioch, and a vaft quantity 
bfovifions to other bi(hops to diflribute 
bug widows, orphans and other indigent 
Ions (aj. The Ancient Roman lawa 



^ ■ 



Eureb: Hid: vii, zi, 5cix> 8. Su2om.ii^6, Sc Cyprianl 



Eiifeb: Hift. x» 6. 
^ . Tbeoplaaxs Chitiaogvaphiat p. 23. 

K 2 allowed 
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CHAP, allowed creditors to be cruel to debtors, l| 
their mercy extended no further than prbl 
biting the former to load the latter witM 
greater weight of chains than 15 poa 
Conftantine abolifhed certain punifhmerits 
fliftcd on debtors; and direfted jailors 
treat their prifoners with tendernefs and! 
mzxAty (m). Cvril bifhop of Jerufaleml 

410. the treafures and facred ornaments of Hk 
church for the relief of a ftarving people ( 
and fome emperors of the baft were pr 
ed to afts of beneficence by the Chri 

518. religion- On the death of the emprror J 
great riches devolved to Tiberius a j 
prince who difperfi;d it liberally to the- 
and needy. His mother Sophia Augufta „ 
ing accufed him of prodigality and impM 
rifhing the treafury, the emperor replied; 6 
treafury will not be empty provided the pti 
receive alms and captives are redeemed;' ^ 
is the grcwit treafure : for our Lord defircs-i 
to lay up treafures in heaven where ncttfc 
ruft nor moth doth corrupt and where thfcfl 
do not break through nor fteal (c). . B4 
lius (d) emperor of the Eaft was alfo mcWi 

867- to ads of charity by religious motives; hrf 
ing exhorted his fon Leo to pity the widw 
tears and the cries of the orphan and to^ 
bountiful to the poor as he cxpefted mrtfi 
from God. Ethelwold {e) bifhop of WB: 

^ ^' chellcr fold all the gold and filver vefleb i 
his, cathedral to relieve the poor who wcH 
ftarving during a famine ; and obfcrvdj 

(mj Barcn: 3x0, 330. An: Univ: Hid: vi p. 25U-{olilb 

{h) Sozom: iv, 24. 

(c) Batonii Annal: A. D. 582. 

(/) Scriplores Byzant: vol. xxii, p. 148— Edit: Veoet: 

(0 CamUcu's Remains— Wife Speeches— MabilKwAwrfl 

« thci 
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1 there is no reafon the frnfelefs temples of ^f,^^: 
? God (hould abound in riches, while the liv- 
ff ing temples of the Holy Ghoft ftanve for 
^hunger." Even in the middle ages when 
Chriftianity was a good deal corrupted the 
j^nafteries^ bifhops and kings (hewed conQ- 
4|i|i^ble regard and tendernefs for the necefli- 
InttSf. Several monafteries had an ofHcer call- 
fiiEleemoJynarii/s who distributed their alms 
pfmi was required to* poflfefs certain quaiificati- 
jgn^ He was to be pious that he might have 
ffion on the indigent, and mild to ena- 
him to bear the importunity of folicitors. 

was required to referve the moft delicate 

for the feeble; and, if any fhould come 
lio were afhamed to beg to give them their 

feparate from the reft. He was enjoined 
•)fcaich out with care the feeble and fick; 

to confolc and give them what they flood 
IDjOoed of. In Rome, in England and in 
^'llncc -they had officers of this kind to dif- 

te their alms to the poor and needy (/). 
^t challenge the unbeliever to point out 
Inong the ancient philofophers and lawgiv- 
^, in the polifhed ages of Greece or Rome, 
My thing equal to this little fpecimen of the 
;V;ilftrities of the dark ages when Chriftendom 
tins io fome degree involved in ignorance and 
Ivbarifm! 



f .Hofpitality to flrangers has been praftifed it encoa. 
by Heathens; but was never recommended ragcdhof- 
l^any religion except the Mofaic and Chrif- Itransers? 
dan. Our Lord obferved that on the day of 
judgment he will fay, / was a ftrangeVi and 

(f) Thomaflinus ^c Bejicficiis, vol. i ; and Da Cange vox 
llramofynarius. 

ye 
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CH\p. ye feci me in \ thus declaring, that he i 
y^ cept of our kindnefs to (Irangers as d 
himfclf. St- Paul defircs the Hebrews 
tertain (Irangcrs ; and St. Peter recomd 
hofpicality without grudging. Surelj 
paffagcs of Scripture were (Irong indue 
to the praftice of this virtue : nor can 
denied that they produced the defired e 
numerous inftances. In the reign of I 
Chriftian emperor we find an inftance* 
pitality hardly worth mentioning; had 
been inftrumenttl in converting an Ha 
the Chriftian religion. His name was 
tnius a foldier in Conftantine's army, w 
hofpitably entertained in a town of TIk 
the Chriftians, who brought him and lu 
pany what they wanted for their convi 
and comfort. When, fays PachomiuSi 
with wonder what was done, I learnt 
thrry were Chriftians who were kind aQi 
ci^ul to all but eibecially to ftrangci 
3^^- Julian {q) an !Ica:iicn emperor recomD 
to the Pagans to be kind to ftrangers, 
tntion of the Galileans; and in the ye; 
biiliop Dafil prevailed on the citizens c 
(area to binid an hcufe for the accon 
.^98. tion of ftrangers (r). Chryfoftom [s] 
bifhop of Conftantinoplc employed a | 
the revenues of his fee in buildino: he 
and exhorted its iiihabitarjrs to fet ap; 
room in each houfe for the reception 
poor. The fpirit of Chriftianity and 
fc*:y of the primitive bidiops induced n 
ificir fuccefibrs and of t!ie monks to 
their example. Many monafteries fer 

{p) Biron: vol, iii, p. itf^. [q) Cpif 

(.-) T-icinaffinus on ll'.e Hofp'tality of the Clcrjjy. 
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Jhc reception of ftrangers ; and to fomc mo- ^{}^^* 
Aafteries were joined particular houfes for the 
jentertainmenc of them. The laws of pious 
princes enjoined kindnefs to Grangers. The 
Emperor Charlemagne and feveral councils re - 
cdmmended hofi^icality to bilhopsi to the infe* 
rior clergy and to all orders of the people (/)• 
A law («) of this emperor commands every joa 
peribn to entertain ftrangers, and founds this 
law on the authority of Scripture ^ namely, 
becaufe on the great day of account the Lord 
will (ay / was a fir anger and ye took me in. A 
law of the Bavarians {w) forbids men to in- 
jure or molell a ftranger; as the Lord hath 
laid, ye (hall not mokll a firanger or a fo- 
fcignen Surely thefe laws were the efFedts of 
religion! Some pious eccleliaflics from Ire- 
.land built in France hofr.iials for the reception 
jof the fick and of ft i angers (;i^); and in 
JPrance in the end of the fecond race of kings 
were appointed officers to proteft travellers, 
to entertain them and to build bridges for 
their fafe and eafy paflage over rivers (j). 
In the year 1790 a number of pious Mctho- 
di(ts of Bath formed a fociety called the 
Stranger's Friend Society, whofe objeft was 
to relieve ftrangers, to fearch out thofe who 
pined in filence or were othcrrwife afflidled, 
.'without regard to nation, to feft or party, 
A fufficiency of evident diftrefe is the recom- 
mendation and no other is required. At the 
. firft eftablifliiment of this fociety each member 
contributed weekly according to his abilities ; 






it) ThomafTin : de Beneficiis, vel. iii, p. 612 & fequ« 
«) LindenHrog: Capic: lib. i, cap, 75, 

lb: Lex Baioar: tir. iv, cap. 14. 
\t) Du Cange vox Hofpitalia. 
17} lb: Fratrcs Poaus. 

and 
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^^^p. and the pious and humane plan was fboa eo* * 



icouraged by others. Similar focieties 
been formed in various places^ particularly in ? 
Dublin where the members were enabled b^'/ 
relieve 2284 families and 5244 individuals, jii' 
the year iSoo. Such were the effeds of \ 
Chriftianity; the unbeliever cannot.pcMot Qtti.'\ 
an inftance of fuch benevolence in the hiftoigi! ' | 
of the Heathens 1 . .» "\ 



.1- 



it was the The charitics of the Chriftians in foundiag '\ 
charitlbre hofpitals and relieving diftrefs are too many \ 
orfj*^"^" ^^ ^^ enumerated ; nor can it be denied that 
to the Gofpel Chriftendom is indebted .for \ 
many pious eftabliftiments little known to thft 
Gentile world. The Greeks and Romans pak) -' 
but little attention to perfons in diftfe(sj an4 \ 
were almoft total ftrangers to hofpitals ^ 
other charitable inftitutions. \t is admittfd< ': 
that in Athens and in other Greek ftates thqf: ' 
provided for the children of foldiers flain ia " 
battle (f) : a pradtice which in military re*- 
publics Teemed to flow rather from policy thai: 
from tendernefs or humanity- At Thebci 
the law allowed thofe who reared the childrart 
of the very poor a trifling fum ; with the prK^ 
vilege of ufing them as (laves to repay thcnr 
for their trouble {q). This law which pr^ 
vented the expofure of infants fcems to hay«' 
been rather an effed of policy than the off-i 
fpring of humanity ; fince it deprived men <rf*. 
their freedom and fubjefted them to a ftate of. 
toil and fervitude. The Greeks and Roniar^ 
had no charitable buildings, until the humane 
Ipirit of Chrifl:ianity encouraged alms-giviflg 
and laid the foundation of fuch buildings 

(p) AriU: Polit. ii, 8. (y) iElian: ii, 7. • ■ 

where- 
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focvcr it was adopted. In the Gofpel ^j"^^' 

. Matthew (r) they who fed the hungry, 

rd the naked, vifited the fick and the 

er, entertained the ftranger &c. were 

lered as having conferred favours on 

t: When thou mdkefi a feaft^ fays our 

or (j), call the poor^ the maimed^ the lame, 

he blind — and thoa Jbalt he recompen/ed at 

furreition of the juft. Dorcas f/J, a wo- 

ull of good works and alms-deeds ^ was rcA 

to life by St. Peter who pitied the wi- 

who wept at her death, and vihofhewed 
he coats and garments which fhe had mads 
m. In a vifion of Cornelius («) he was 
>y an angel that his prayers were heard 
IS alms had in remembrance in the figh? 
)d. Thefe and fimilar pafl&ges in the 
Is and epiftles mufl: have operated powerr 
>n all true Chriftians; and to the mercir 
irit of fuch paflages are to be afcribed 
•eneficence of the firfl: Chriftians, and 
able inftitutions in every part of Chrif- 
"n foon after the cftablifhment of the 
ian religion. Syria, Cilicia and Thrace 
; been afflifted by a famine in Conftan- 
reign, he fenc to the bifhop of Antioch 
bufhels of wheat and a prooigious 
ity bf corn, oil &c. to other places for 
5^3, orphans, ecclefiaftics and poor (mj. 
>cars from the Byzantine hiftory (w) that 
was no charitable building in Conftanti- 

in the time of Afcadius and Honorius 
'feigned near the end of the 4th century^ 
^is hifcory there is a defcription of the 



Chip. XXV. (r) Luke xiv, 
A6ts ix. (m) Afts x. 


X3- 


A. Un'v. Hift. vol VT, p. 255, 




StTiptores, vol. i k XKU. 


palaces. 
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pnlaccsj baths, granaries, theatres, harboun 
churches^ prilons, work-houfes, markets aix 
other public edifices of ConHantinople; ba 
not one word of charitable buildings. Marl 
the happy change wrought on the conditM 
of diftreffed pcrfons in Greece in the-courfi 
of a few centuries! Conftantinople abv 
wliich had not one charitable houfe in fK 
enJ of the 4th century contained afterwiMA 
above thirty for the accommodation of or- 
phans, of foundlings, of the fick, of ftnw- 
gers, of beggars, of perfcns in a lcprofy,.<if 
aged and poor perfons and of other pcrfem 
in diftrefs {x). Thefe houfes were calW 
Qrpbanotrophiay Brephotropbia^ NGjocomia^ Jt 
KOfizdochia. Lobotbrophia^ Pandochia, PtoSh 
Ptochoinpbiay Penctotropbia and Gerottiocom§i 
Greek words cxi^reflive of the purpofcs,fa 
uhich thefe houfes were inftituted. As thcfi 
charitable houfes did not exift in Greece b^ 
fore the enablifiiment of Chriftianity, tbofi 
words do not occjr in lexicons for interpret- 
ing the ancient Greek authors, but frequent!) 
in the writings of the Greek Chriftians and ii 
the giofTaries which explain them (y). h 
Rome where a martial Ipirit prevailed thege 
reials and emperors paid extraordinary atten 
tion to the recovery of fick foldiers (s); bo 
it does not appear that the ftate provided an] 
charitable inflitution fimilar to thofe now cfla 
blilned in Chriftendom. A writer fa) win 
defcribes all the buildings of ancient Rotni 
docs not mention a fingle houfe for the ac- 

^.) Scriptores Byz'.nt: vol. xxi. Conftantinopolis ChriAiaa 
y.h iV, p. 1 13— Edit. Venet. 

\ ) Vide Du C'anfe;e — Saiccri Thefautus— Script: Byzant: 

(i) FiLifciiG, vol. ii, p. 1032, & Gra.vius, vol. x, foli< 
p. 1C48. 

{.;J i\ib:i;is Viaor & Rofini Antlq: lib. i. 

accom- 
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eommodarion of the fick or of perfons in dif- ^^^^' 
crcfs. It is true the word Valetudinarian is 
Found both in Seneca (b) and Columella (r) ; 
but mod commentators are of opinion that 
this word fignified an infirmary in or near the 
boufes of grandees for the fick fervants of the 
ftmily. The firft perfon we read of that built 
ih hofpital for the poor was Fabiola {0) a rich 
widow who lived in the 4th century, who was 
(b pious and humane that (he fed them with 
her own hand and wathed herfelf thofe fores 
which others could hardly look at. Holpi- 
tals foon multiplied after the eftablifliment of 
Chriftiamty; and in the weftern empire in the 
year 800 there were houfes for the accommo- 
dation of the fick, of ftrangers, orphans, in- 
fatits, old men &c. whofe revenues the pious 
Charlemagne forbad to be alienated (d). Up- 
on the whole it does not appear that there 
was any eftablifhment in Pagan Rome for the 
reception of the poor or fick, the widow or 
the orphan^ the foundling or the reformed 
prollitute: whereas in the 17th century there 
were twenty five magnificent houfes in Rome 
■Jor thefe and other charitable purpofes (<?). 
Certain monallic orders alfo paid extraordi- 
nary attention to the fick and needy. In 
Saxony and in the chief cities of Spain and 
5caly there were and probably are ftill for the 
rtlief of diflrefs three religious orders, one of 
which was called the (ervants of the difeaf- 
ed (/). In France there was an order of fe- 
males devoted entirely to nurfe-tending the 

^b) De Ira, \&t, i, cap. i6, & Epift. xxvii^ cum notis Lipfii, 
If) De re ruftica. (e) Hieron: 

{jty Lindeabrcg: Capit; lib. ii, cap. 29, a :d Du Cangc Coc« 
no<lochiiim. 

(e) Bo^ius de Signis EcclefiXi p. 411. 
f/J lb, . 

(icki 
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^JJAP. fjcj^ . concerning whom Voltaire (g) thus exr 
claimed with wonder and fatisfaftion. " Ho^y 
noble to fee perfons of the tender fcx and 
diftingui(hed by birth as well as by youth 
and beauty ftoop to the nieaneft cfficcs ia 
'* the hofpitals tor wretches whofe appearance 
*^ is mortifying to human pride and fhockiog 
** to humanity !"* It would be tedious to re- 
cite all the inftances of Chriftian beneficence 
which might be produced in Italy, Spain, 
Portugal and other Roman Catholic ftatcs: 
let it fuffice to obferve that the prefcnt Spa- 
niards are charitable to an high degree, and 
that the charities of the Spanifh bi(hops, tho* 
carried to excefs, do honour to that order {x). 
In Proteftant fcates alfo charitable inftitucions 
sra numerous and well fupported. An ex- 
traordinary adl of national charity was cxhi- 
1548. bited in the reign of Edward Vl. by the Brh 
ti(h Parliament who voted a tax for the main- 
tenance of the poor: which tax has been con- 
iiderably augmented by fucceeding parliaments. 
Englifh and Irilh Proteftants do not confine 
their charities to diftreffed perfons of their 
own religion and country, but extend their 
beneficence to Roman Catholics and foreign- 
ers with that benevolent fpirit which marks 
the true Chriftian. In the year 1755 one 
hundred thoufand pounds were fubfcribcd in 
England for the Roman Catholics of LifboD 
who fiiffered by an earthquake; Englifli and 
Irifh reformifts fubfcribed for clothing French 
priibners in 1758; and in 1781 large fums 
were fubfcribed in England and Ireland for 
the inhabitants of the Weft India idands whofc 
properties were defcroyed by a hurricane. In the 

(^^ Hift: cxviii. 

{x) Tovvufeiiil'r. Journey thro* Spain in 1786. 

year 
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j^car 1792 Englifh and Irifh protcftants fub- ^^^^• 
Icribed for the relief of priefts who fled to them 
From France where the clergy were perfecuted 
For their zealous attachment to their religion 
lind prince. Would to God I could fpccify 
indances in which Chriftianity prompted its 
Roman Catholic profeflbrs to a^ with equal 
benevolence towards Chriftians who* difFced 
from them in matters of religion! but neither 
tny reading nor my experience furniOies (uch 
inftances. 

Though flaves fufFered lefs in Attica than itcman. 
in any ancient Greek ftate, yet it was a fl'j'y^^*^ 
maxim of Plato {k) that no friendfliip could 
[ubfift between a mafter and his flave ; and of 
Ariftotle (/J tliat there can no more be a 
FricndOiip between a tyrant and his fubjefts 
than between a mafler and his fla\e. We 
learn from a comedy of Arifcophanes (aj a 
Fadt unnoticed by any ancient hiltorian, name- 
ly, that in time of war a mafter was not al- 
lowed to be cruel to his flave; for we find 
an old gentleman of Attica reprobating the 
war becaufe he was not permitted to beat his 
Oaves. Slaves were opprefled more than 
ufual all over Greece after it became a Roman 
province, and in Rome after the deftruftion 
of the republic. In this city the porters at 
the gates of grandees were chained flaves (w) ; 
and maftcrs ufed to put aged, ficlc or infirm 
Qaves into an ifland in the Tyber there to 
pcrifli without pity or afliftancc (nj. Slaves 

(k) De Leg. lib. vi, p. 858— Edit. Frankf. 
(i) Dc morihusy lib. viii, cap. 13. 

(a) Nebulx ipfo initio— Mi tford's Greecei ch.xxi, fe£(. r. 
(m) Ovid: Amor: lib. i> cleg. 6, & Sueton. de Claris rhc? 
toribus. 
(bJ Suetoa. in CUudto, p« 73'^Edit. Parts, x6(0. 

having 
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^ni^' having been treated with fcvcrity every whert: 
at Chriit's appearance mufc have derived axK 
fiderable benefit from the mild genius of the 
GofpeL The firft Chriftian emperor gav<- 
orders that flaves (hoiild be manumitted 14 
churches, and allowed the ceremony of manii- ' 
miflion to be performed on Sunday; though 
he prohibited any other work to be done oi» 
that day (0). The bifhop^ and councils re- 
commended mercy towards flaves and eman- 
cipated many of their own flaves as an exam* 
pie to others. In the end of the 6th century 
Gregory the Great liberated his own flaves (/)^ 
and difpatched forty monks to convert the J 
Englifli who had fent feme youths to Ronie< 
to be fold in that city (q). This bi(bap' 
emancipated his own flaves on a Chriftita 
principle and encouraged it in others on the; 
lame principle. " As our Redeemer," faith* 
he, ** took our flefh in order to free us from- 
the flavery of fin, fo fliould we reftorc to 
freedom thofe who were deprived of it by 
the law of nations." Even while Europe 
was involved in ignorance and barbarifra, 
Chriftianit^' and its teachers promoted the 
emancipation of flaves. The benevolent fpi- 
rit infuft'd by the Gofj.e], by bifliops and 
councils prompted feveral pious laymen to 
enianci'.^ate their flaves. Bernarcus liberated 
his (lomeltic flaves for the cure of his foul; ; 
ar'.J feme kings of France did fo in gratitude 
to the Deity for the birth of a fon, the pro- 
longation of life or for other favours received 
from God (w). In Lombardy if a perfoa ; 
proniifed liberty to a flave for the benefit of 

{0} Cod: Theod: lib. ii, tit. S, p. ti3— Edit. Gothof; 

(p) S. Gie^: Regillri E;iiil: lib. vi, cpilt. 12, vol. ii, p. 8o» 
Edit. Paris, 170:. 

(q) BcuC Uia.- Eccl: lib. i, cap. iR & lib. ii, cap. i prop* 
fiuoixi. (u) £>u Cjirigc voJL Servus. 
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^' Vw foul but died before he had time to fulfil chap, nt 

his promife, Rotharis the king granted him ' 
^ his liberty on the religious princijile thsCt ^ 
Chrift deigned to be a Save to purchafe li- 
berty for us (w). A law of Liutprand ano- ^oo. 
thcrking of the Lombards confirmed liberty 
to the flavc who was liberated by his mafter 
in the church near the altar (x). The empe- 
Rx Charlemagne (yj required manumiflion to joo, 
be performed in churches, where the clergy 
performed this ceremony as they did baptifm 
Of marriage. Magnus Smeelc made a circuit 
through Sweden to abolifli fervitudej and ,31^, 
the following interdidb proves he did fo 
on a principle of religion. Let no Chrif- 
rian fell a Chriftianj for fi nee Chrift came he 
liberated all Chriftians (zj. It took two 
years from the time that emancipation began 
ril' it was ended in Sweden; from the oppofi- 
5'on of men who were interefted in retaining 
'^- When flaves were liberated on a religious 
account various forms were ufed of which 
^^ following are fpecimens. Whoever, fays 
'^Qdobert, fhall liberate a flave in the name 
^f the holy Trinity may be fare of God's 
''^^rcyj therefore I Rodobert emancipate Du- 
'■^Mcius, his wife, children, brother-in-law &c. 
^^ other form of religious emancipation was 
^ follows: I Hugo liberate Raginaldus Be- 
"."^Vis, his wife, children &c. for the redemp- 
^'P n of the foul of my father Archemboldus. 
^ ^>c following form was employed by a perfon 
^*>o emancipated a flave: Since the Lord 
^ the high and low deigned tJ the yoke of 
"'^Very to free men from diabolical fervitude i 

Ctv) Lex Longob: lib. ii, tit. i8 cap. 3. (x) lb: tit. 35. 

^y) Li>^cnbrog: Leges Siculx Seu Neapoiitanae. 
K-^j Sciernhook. de jure Sucon: &c. p. az6> 127. 

I for 
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CHAP. I for the redemption of my foul and from a 
profpeft of eternal happincfs free this my 
fervdiK A. B. and his descendants from fervi- 
tude, and will that he pay fcrvile obedience 
to none but God for whofe love I free hinL 
Thii form was evidently the fruit of religion^ 
and the following is to be afcribed to it and 
the clergy. In the name of the holy and un- 
divided Trinity I Odo king by the gr^ce of 
God notify to all the faithful, that we from 
a love of God and a hope of future retribu« 
tions and by the intercefllon of the bifhop 
do emancipate the flave A. &c. (a) Dq 
Cange (b) fliews that flaves were emand- 
pated for the love of God, for the redemp- 
tion of fouls and for the forgivenefs of fins ^ 
and to this writer who has collefted nume- 
rous infcances of religious emancipation we 
refer thofe who defire more information on 
this point. We do not deny that men were 
often emancipated without the aid of religioa 
or the clergy; but maintain that in fome cafes 
liberty obtained in this way was more fccarc 
than in any other. A law of Recefwin- 
650 thus (c) forbad manumitted flaves or their 
pofterity to injure thofe who liberated them 
on pain of fervitude. But if, fays the law- 
giver, they have been manumitted on a reli- 
gious account they Ihall not lofe their liberty; 
for what has been done for the fake of God* 
Ihall not be undone by men. What venera? 
tion then is due from all lovers of freedom ta 
a religion which imparted liberty to thou* 
fandsi though its influence had been checked 
by the feudal governments which fubfiftcd in 

(<x) Da Gauge vox Coliberti, manumifno> fervds* 

(*) Ih. 

(c) Lindenbrog Lex Wifigoth. lib. 17, tit. 4. 

Europe- 
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Europe. It is to be lamented that in many ^?,^^- 
cafes nominal Chrifcians have been prompted v^i^v^ 
\>Y ielf-interefc or miftaken policy to adb con- 
irary.to the fpirit of the Gofpel; but we 
Ihould no more condemn religion for not 
retraining men in all cafes, than cenfure our 
laws and the feelings of humanity becauf^ 
fotat are fo depraved as not to be inSuenced 
l^y cither. 

Chriftianity not only contributed to eman^ tc abat«ti 
dpfitc many (laves but to render more eafy ^^'^ 
cbe condition of thofe who continued in fervi- («ryit)Mitj 
-tude. The opinion of the original equality 
jof mankind and the humane fpirit of the 
Oofpd tend to abate the rigours of fervitude* 
/Chrifdanity informs us that God is no refpcc* 
lor of perfonsi and condemns a regard for the 
:rich and a contempt for the poor on account 
jrf the circumftanccs of fortune. " If there 
.*• come io your affemblies^ (aith St. James (d)^ 
*' a man with a gold ring^ in goodly apparel, 
.*' emd there come in alfo a poor man in vile 
■** raimenty and ye have refpeSl to him that 
^* wearetb the gay clothing and fay unto him Jit 
*^ tbtm here in a good place^ and unto the other 
^fit thou here under my footjlod^ are ye not 
" thfm partial to your/elves? Hath not God 
** cbofm the poor rf this worlds rich in faith 
- ** md heirs ^ the kingdom which he hath pre- 
" pered for them that love himJ"' Laftan- 
tius(^) obferves that the faithful are co con- 
^fider their flaves as brethren; and that tho' 
il^' -id their external condition they be our flav^a 
^ yet we are to reckon them and fpeak of them 
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(d) Chap. il. 

{ff} Lib. v^ ^p. 5. 
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as {piritual brothers and fcllpw-fervants (h*f^ 
ligion. The Heathen philofophcr was a fcratM 
ger to fuch ideas! To abate the rigours il 
fervitude the 4th commandment requircj " 
obfervancc of the Sabbath, arid pious j^riocj 
enforced this commandment iii their polii 
conftitutions. Let no man, fays a law of 
Alemanni (/), do fervilc work on the 
day; becaufe this is prohibited by the lawm 
the Gofpel: and in the jfh century Ina a pj- 
ous king of England reieafv^d a flave from,'tlie 
juriididion of that mafter who required hii^ 
to work on the Sabbath day {£). A law.^ 
586. Egica a king of rhe Vifigoths was favoutayk 
to flaves; which law is founded on a prfncj^ 
pie of religion. I Flavius Egica (i&), fq^ 
this lawgiver, prohibit a mailer or miflrefr lb 
cut off the hand, nofe, ear, lip &c. of z flavti 
to pluck out his'eye or maim any part of be 
body; left the image of God (hould be pol- 
luted by human cruelty. According to -tlie 
Capitulars (1), if a mafter flruck out the tft 
or the tooth of his flave he was made iteSi 
which law was borrowed from the Md(aic 
code that now makes a part of the Chrifciaii 
fyftem. Thofe Capitula require fuperiors tb 
treat with mercy the noble and ignoble, flaw 
and hufbandmen> foreigners and men of dife- 
ent conditions; fince all are brethren abd i 
children of one parent whom they addrefiih 
prayer. 

tj;c''fa7c^of ^^ ^^Y rcafonably conclude that ChriA 
^=a- tianity which contributed to emancipate flaftt .^ 

(/) LinJcnbfdg: cap. xxxviii p. 373. 
(g) Wilkins Leges Anglofaxonics p; 14. 
(h) Lindcnbrog: Lex Wifigoih: lib. iv tit. 5. 
(i) lb: lib. Yi cajt. 14. 
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ihd to abate the rigours of fcrvitude, alfo ref- ^"f,^* 
trained men from buying and felling their fel-< 
low- creatures: which was a common praflice 
among the French, Iingli(h> Swedes and other 
faations. Thi^ vile pradice was checked by 
t>]lhop5, councils and pious king^; In France 
6ucen Bathildis {k) prohibited the cuftom of 571, 
veiling men who were redeemed by Chrift's 
blood : 2tnd in England the council of En-^ 
iiam (/) forbad felling inriocent Chriftians "»ut 
bf the kingdom at lead to Pagans i left tLt;ir 
Ibuls fliduld be dcftroyed which wrre redecm- 
td by Chrift*s blood. The fale df men was 
.prohibited by a London Council where Atlfeliii noi: 
prcfided {m) ; and a council id Watfcrford (») u^g. 
ordered all Englifhmen bought of fold in Ire- 
land to be itade free. The Swedes, having 
"been tai^ht by their clergy that men who 
"were to be partners with them in eternal glory 
fiiould not be enfiaved, were eafily pcrfuidcd 
that fervitude was inconfiftent with Chriftia- 
nity; and fome pious kings of Sweden devifcd 
various means of abolilhing it by degrees 
withoiit injuring the mafters. Cardinal Gun^ 
Ticlmus Sabincnfis who vifited Sweden in the 
tcign of Eric Blefus inveighed againft making ,jjjj 
'ilaves or holding men in flavery : and Berge- 
lus the fon of Magnus abfolutcly prohibited 129Z, 
the butting or felling of men (0). The ec- 
'clefiaftics of thbfe days laboured for erhancipa- 
'^tion; nor are the modern clergy deficient in 

this refpeft as far as their influence extends. 

The Englifli bilhops, fcvcral of th« clergy 

(*) Thoinaff: vol. ii p. 8} J. 
/) Wilkint i\f. p iic 

(«) Eadtner Novorum Ub. ill p. 64 2r Thomair; ypl. ii 
p. 111. 
(n) lb. p. tij. 
(«) Siierahook de jure Snconum p. iz$, 

L 2 and 
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CHAi*. a) Tpiritual brothers and ftllow-fei 
v__^,l_trfligion. The Heathen philofophcr 
ger to fucli ideas ! To ' abate the 
fcrvitude the 4ch cmmandmcRt' 
obfervance of the Sabbath, arid ^' 
enforced this commandment \f^-ii' 
conftitutions. Let no mani ^t '■',. 
Alcmanni (/), do fcrvile w«!| Ji '; 
day; bccaufc this is prohit^^V.;\ 
the Gofpel : and in the jf-j ^ '." '. 
ous king af England rel-^'f-'/ ' 
jurifdidlion of that ma?^;'; 
to work on the Sab^ir ^ ■ 
St6. Egica a king of the 'j ; ' : 

to (laves J which la?,' ■ -lo 

pJe of religion. /■■' cO ra 

this lawgiver,, prr." Ambr 

cut off the ia/t^\ ' <:lted dowt: 
to pluck out/ ' . wretched f 
body; left ti> hands of the < 
luted by hv ./roke the facred 
CapituWs ^ ^ves and..re]ieving th 
""" ' ^jtcmon alcribedto St. 
f the introdu£):ion of i 
^ the iohabitants of thi 
I made contributions : 
captives. This car 
^ to colleil more than wa 
>ofe, and if there (ho 
jTrequircs them to employ i 
We (ind admirable 
/ even where controverlj 
1 as the fpirit of the Go( 

lift: eexx. p. im}. Edit: Putts 

is, Lih:ii. cap: tl. 
r poffidiuii>. 

Dpulcula I Wat», p. 41. 
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liV^rV^- (l-t Romans who *• 

% ■ ^' r * o? -" following 

'H^fo-- ' -^ ^ eed either of 

i^^"/ *'^. '''* 'ler cateth nor 

^.' .-■';• .;,, -». his nece/iatics, 

■* . ■'* * Church hath many 

i^ ■ (iold and filver bcflowcd 

-lUl, ic is rcquifite the cap- 
— ;. -old be liberated and they who 

■, ^ with famine refrclhed and re- 

Having thus fpoken he fold the 
plate, redeemed the captives, main- 
, them 'till ihcy were able to trave], gave 
JO their travelling cxpences and fcnt them 
^ome to the perfian kiilg who was aftoniflied 
fX the gencrofity and charity of the Chrif- 
Iti^ns and alhamed no doubt of having perfe- 
filled fuch a rpligion. "We find a very 
)^mirkat>le inftance of the kindncfs of the 
Pbrinians towartjs captives about the middle 
^f the 5th century. The Vandals having 
\ jacked and pillaged Roine returned to Car- 
■ i^ige with a multitude of captives. When 
{he captives were landed on the African fhore 
Iplbands were feparated from their wives and 
, children from their parents. We may judge 
I vf the wretched lituatipq pf thofc captives 

C^J SocraP Uift: «U: >i. 

i" had 
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^"fj^* ^ad not the Chriftian fpirit prompted Dfjl 

['^^0ryr^ Gratias bifhop of Carthage to fell the cbur^l 

plate for their redemption. Having no i|Oe 

... ^on^mp^a^jons for them in the city^ he fiOqJ 

the churches with beds, brought phyficians .|ii| 

yifit the Tick, fent them food and though ol^ 

and infirm went every night to enquire ioU) 

their wants («). The laws of Jiiftinian/alr 

i*'" lowed churches to alienate their eftates fof di(S 

redemption of captives {w). Gregory iljb 

l^y ^reat declared it as finful to fparp the facret , 

iitenfiU during a prefTing neceffity as to fel} 

them where there was no pccafion {if). The 

?3o- council of Rhf^ims [m) forbad bifhops to braiiil ' 

fhc facred veflels cxpept for the rcdemptioq 

pf captives. TThe praftice of redemption pns; 

vailed in the northern kingdoms in the endo* 

the jth century* F embertus (3^) a.difciplQ3o: 

. Anfgarius and a pious man fpent mqft part^ 

.Ms income and fold eyen ^he facred utenfib 

for the reflemption of captives. Having been 

cenfqred for the latter he thus defended him: 

felf. f* I am not ignorant of the refpcft 

vyhich is due tq the facred veflels which 

v^'ere depofifed with me; but I know it u 

more acceptable tq God to fuccour tb? 

" diftreffcd than to keep the depofit, and that 

" we never fhall want what may fervc in the 

'^15. " facfed office." Jn England Athtlftan (z) 

by the advice of the bifhops commanded ^h 

of bis deputy governors to redeem one flave 

annually at his expence, for the love of God 

and for the remiffion of his finS, For fever4 

(u) Vi<aor yUcnfis dc Fcrfccutione Africana lib.i p.8fj|t 

(tp, Novell: cxx cap. 19. • " 

ix) G eg: Epift. lib. vii cpift*. xxxviiiv 

m) Canon xxii. 

(^) Adam: Brem: Hift: p. 28 U Mabill: Annal: 8^5^ 

' 1^») Wihuns Legos Anglofax: p. 56. 

ccnturitf 
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pm.turies bi(hops and councils {a) forcibly, re- ^'J^^- 
Cdtnmended the redemption of captives : . nor 
Jkas the zeal for that pious work been ever 
]f;^tingui{hed in Chriftendom, The - monks 
fejUied Trinitarians conftitute an heroic foci'ety 
:if6r the verypurpofe of redeeming captives, 
'^hefe monks have for above five centuries de- 
fi[Oted thcmfclvcs to the redemption of Chrif- 
-;^Q (laves from Moori(h fervitude, and paid 
Ttheir ranfoms out of the revenues of their or- 
-dcr and out of the alms which they received 
l-and canied in perfon to Africa. John of 
i:Macha, who fiourifhed in France in^ the end 
rof the 1 2th century, was the founder of this 
^^order. At an early age he had a turn for 
• jMcty and took particular plcafure in vificing 
- the bofpitals and in cleanfing and binding up 
^e wounds of the patients. His parents liav- 
siflg beien opulent, he formed a defign of em- 
vjl^oying his time and fortune for the ranfom 
■of Chriftians oppreffed by flavery. Having 
^communicated his intentions to Pope Innocent 
'ihc 3d. and to other bilhops; they all approv- 
ed of his pious fcbeme and this order was 
inftituted for the relief of oppreffed flaves. 
Philip II. of France and others contributed 
^•largely to this benevolent worki and it was 
;*ftcrwards promoted in Spain by the liberal 
"contributions of the princes and nobles, lo 
the ^ year t200 the order was enabled to re- 
<deem 186 Chriftians ti Morocco; and ia 
Parbary alone no lefs than iiQ flaves wer^ 
liberated the following year {d). This order 
has continued its pious exertions frotn th^ 
lime to the prefcntj and in Ireland in thq 



\ 



€t) See ThomalSn: torn, iii p. 563 ft feqn. 
d] $09 Epil^. of Innocent III. lib. ii epilt. ^^ 
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^UL^* yteur 1 7 $3 two members of this order MllesS^/s 
ed near three thoufand pounds for this b6ni>^i6 
volent purpofc. In Spain alfo in the begtiHiafi 
fiing or the ijch century Peter Nolafcus ibf 
^an of fortune exerted himfelf in forciii 
toother order for the redemption of Chriftt 
flaves; and was joined by other gentlemen 
this charitable work. His fcheme was a 
()roved of by the king and nobleSj and ca: 
the order of our Lady of Mercy for the nM 
demption of captives. Li two expeditions 
Grenada and Valentia for this purpofe, 
founder of this order redeemed 400 ^Oavei 
and the number which has been annually 
deemed by this order are a ftrong proof ca 
piety of the inftitution. 
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It proteft* When the clergy came into power many <^\ 
at orphsms them exerted it in relieving, widows, orpl 
SSScfa^d'*"^ other perfons in diftrefs. Ambrofe 
si\j«iiiicc? Auflin did fo in the end of the 4th centwyv: 
The latter (f) recommended to bifhops thl< 
care of pupils and orphans ; and Ambrofe vgk\. 
only direfted the clergy to protcd widows u^\ 
orphans againft the powerful, but obferveii 
that he himfelf more than once tindertooki 
their defence. ^* You add fplendour to your» 
*' miniftry," fays this pious prelate {q)y " 
*« you fupport widows and orphans and ihcf ,i 
** more regard to thq divine commands tbab 
<^ to tbofe of a rich man : Chrift who w|>'^ 
their tutor and avenger has transferred 
power to his minifters on earth." In 
6th, 7th and 8th centuries the Italian bilhopi, 

■'.•5. 

(f) Epift: ccxxvi. '\-\ 

(Yj Ambros: d« Oi^ciis lib.ii cap. i^, '. •; ' 

and ' 
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' clergy zcaloufljr defended widows and^^^^^Wj 
tons; and Gregory the Great offered to ^^ 
k the bifhops of his time in this pioiia 
k, where any difficulty occurred which 
\yitte unabie to furmount. Gregory re- 
Hbtaded the widow Luminoia to the pro«> ' 
fen of CentumceilenQs, and wrote to arch<» 
iBfp Januarius to aid two particular widows 
Kfdptini(h tbofe who injured or molelled 
to {r). Gregory fent two nuncios to dif* 
itt provinces to proted widows and or* 
W> elpecially pious and noble women who 
lied infults at the deceafe of their huf- 
i^{s)* Pepin appointed guardians to pro- 754. 
1^ widows and orphans againft injuftice and 
jfeflioti, and required them to be men who 
Id God : wifely judgii^ that men of relt- 
k- wete more fit for this office than if they 
I' regardlefs of its do&rines and motives. 
t emperors Charlemagne and Lewis the '^ 
M required m^iftrates and prefects in the ^^* 
Aices to co-operate with die bifhops in 
lifting the weak ; and had an officer called 
UPalatH whole chief duty it was to at- 
f^^ to the grievances of the diftrefTed (/). 
IF. council of Mayence (u) recommended Sxi- 
to laity to affift the bifhops in defending 
kirs and orphans; and the 6th council of 
if (*4^) deaeed that the king ought to pro- ^*^- 
lito Church> widows, orphans and all per- 
ili diftrefs. The clergy of thofe days re- 
iiitcd kings as the miniflers of God and 
lulled an opinion, that a prince could not 



i"; 



Thonftfl': voLii p. 836. 
.Greg: Epift. lib. v epift. 37, 
' Capital; hb; ii cap. 6. 
^ TttomafT; vol. ii p. 840. 

perform 
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CHAP, perform a duty more acceptable to Gdc 
^^^^..^^^ relieving the diftrefled, and punifliiog 
who injured or opprcfled them. 

itprotcft- Chriftianity and its teachers relieved .< 
prini« a" kJ^d of diftfefs and reftrained the attcm| 
jninft jncn who wifhed to ufurp the rights of oi 
u urpcrs. r^^^ jQjj^ commandment forbids us vxi 

any thing vvrhich belongs to our ncight 
and the following inftances will eyimt 
when the clergy came into power they: 
interpofed to fee that this law was diily fs 
ted. The bifhops and councils exercif^ 
pious ofHce of proteding the kingdot^ 
properties of princes, cfpccially orphan p 
againft the encroachments of ufurpers. 
wards the end of the 4th century bilbop 
brofe difluaded Maximus frotp feizing Q 
crown of Valentinian who was in his iM 
and when the emperor Maximus after 
charged him with having done fo, he 
him it was the duty of a bifhop to p 
royal orphans (^^^. In the 6ch, 7th an* 
centuries feveral councils and bifhops fpl 
his example in protefting the children .( 

til. ceafed kings. The 15th council of T 
made decrees for the proteftion of the d 
Ervigius and prohibited any man to afp 
the marriage of the queen dowager. 

^93- 16th council of Toledo committed the 
children of kings to the patronage of tl 
Ihops, and threatened thofe who con 
ggainft them with degradation and fen 

694- The ,j7th council protefted the fon! 
daughters of king Egica ; by denouncir 
clefiaftical cenfures againft fuch as entcrl 

{^) Epifli Arabr; xxv claflis i. 
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I defigiu againft the lives^ liberties or pro- 
ties of his children CyJ, Lewis the Stam- 
rer committed his two young fons to the 
(cftioti of Pope John VIII. who wrote to 
..counts of France to keep them firm in 
if abedience to thofe princes (a). King 
j^ having died when his fon Edward was 

thirteen years oldj his title was acknow- 
jcd by the chief nobles of England and the 

fixed on for his coronation. Elfreda hi$ 
iCDOtber oppofed his fucceffion, and formed 
larty to prevent his coronation when the 
iple were adembled for the purpofe. But 
mftan arch-bifhop of Canterbury prevented 
r,dcfign» by ftepping forward in the midft 

the illuftrious affembly, exhibiting the 
i^ce as. the lawful heirj going on with the 
{onation fcrvice and promifing to be an- 
^ble for the good condudt of the king, 
lien Ladiflaus king of Hungary was dying, 
left his young fon to the guardianfhip of 
ijfe Leo X. to proteft him againft ufurp- 15 »^- 
M, The extraordinary refpedt at firft 
i by kihgs to bifhops took its rife from 
if piety and virtues ; and all bifhops were 
iiderly called pap^e or fathers on account of 

paternal regard which they (hewed to the 
refled. The arph-bilhops of Rome affiim- 
ttiis title almoft exclufively arid accofted 
gs as their children (J ) ; nor can it be 
led that they often afted as fathers to dow- 
r queens, to orphan princes and to diflrefT- 
.monarchy, 

\) Thomafl*: torn, ii p. 8341 8351 836 Se fequ, 

ij lb. p. 847. 

) RaynalUi Aaiuilei 151S, n. 6i^6t« Se ThomaiT. torn: it 
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monarchs 
agaiaft re- 
bels and 
ul'urpers. 
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The teachers of Chriftianity ^Iwsiy^ Qpnfis 
dered it their duty to a$(t,the wQali; or 4i^ 
cre0ed» and often interpofed to prote£^ f^ 
fortunate kings 4gain(l rebels and u(u(r|pigi|| 
Councils ^nd bifhops were a faafkuary to I(UM| 
and retrained their fubje6ts iq Qbedi9Qcie;|| 
the laws and to authority in xnany inft^nq^ 
The 4th council of Toledo an^thematiay^ 
fome anibitious and turbulent men wkp QOOji* 
fpired againfl: their king; and the 6th c^ 
firmed former decrees for his defence ^gWH 
confpirators and ufurpers (m)» Gregory 1^^ 
reftored king Lewis who was baniihed f^ggfi 
France (e)i the metropolitans and barons io^ 
thematized thofe who rebelled againfl Cbac^B 
(he Simple; and the council of IngcF 
imote with the fpiricual (word the rebp! 
fubjefts of Lewis IV (/). While thofc 
cils were anathematizing the turbi^lent t] 
warned the king that Chrift condernns t 
princes who tyrannize over their fubjeds: 
evenly did they in many inftances tbougl) Qojt 
always conduct themfelves between the prin^ 
and the fubjeft, between tyranny and rebe^* 
lion! Raynaldus mentions feveral inftaBCH- 
in which bifhops protected fovereigns ^fffitm 
rebellious fubjeflis in Bohemia, Spain* mC)9I|' 
land, England, Denmark and Hung^ ^^ 
wards the end of the 15th century. Cqum^ 
cils alfo employed their infli^ence to re^f9||' 
the encroachments of men who wiflicd A^ 
ufurp the rights of others. The council (ill 
of SoiflTons wrote to all the biihops of Brijti^ 
to recall Salomon the ufurper of a proviaoft 

(m) Thomafl*: torn ii p. 835. 

(<) Baron: A. D. 834 torn ix p* 830^ 

(/'j Thomaif : vol, ii p. 759, 

(;ej Canon viii & fequ» 
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>bedicnce 16 Charles the Bald: Ihd the^^ftAfm 
iMuncil of Toul folicitcd Nicholas I. to ^^ 
bfuDCie ' eccleliaftical cenrures againft that 
'per unlels that province returned imilie* 
ely \6 its allegiance. Adrian It. proted- t6%i 
tie poflefliohs of Lewis II, who was at war 
I the Saracens againft Lewis king of Hun* 
' who was going to feize on therh. ^oha 
)• exhorted the German bifhops to ufe 
r influence to prevent the king of Get- 
ty firo&i feiztng on the kingdom of Charles S;^. 
Bald; and obferves that he would ill de- 
e the name of Chrift's Vicar who did not 
nwn the ojppreffioh of princes who wiflied 
kivade the property of others (m). JFulco 
ibifhop of Rheims wrote to the Roman 
ItiffiF to aifift Charles the Simple againfl s^s- 
g 'Otho who was going to ufurp his domi- 
tt. The Pope having wrFttcn to the Gallifc 
Ibps to inflame them againft the ufurper ; 
fat Herebert who had Charles in confine- 
rit Wrote . to the Pope that he rcleafed him 
bbedience to the commands of his Holi* 
\{n). The emperor Henry III. having 
Dplaihed to the council of Tours of the 
g of Spain who affumed the title of empe- *^^^* 
i the council anathematized hini and obli- 
him Co relinoiiifh his ufurped tide (o). 
libnfus kuig of Caftile who was depofed 
his fon Sanciiis applied for protedtion to xts^: 
rtin IV. The Roman pontilF wrote to 
Spanifh bifhops to exclude the ufurper 
his party from the communion^ and even 
Of ted the king of France to aflSft the de*- 
:d prince againft his undutiful fon (^). 



ij Thomaff: torn: ii p. 847. 
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In confequence of the proteftion afibrdedj^ 
dcpofed or diftreffcd kings by fhc bl 
of Rome^ the kings of Hungaryj Sco! 
Portugal, Poland, Arragon &c. .fi|bj 
their kingdoms to the Popes; and ixp 
in return their patronage againft their o\^n 
bellious fubje6ls or againft foreign princes.. 
In procefs of time poces tyrannized i 
kings, and would not fufFer any to ezdi 
tyranny but themfelves: which fcrved toj,. 
te6t weak princes, before the balance. of po^ 
was eftablifhed in Europe. ^v 





-' t. 



It protea- The (pirit of Chridianicy condemns tyrMP^ 
a**a^nftex! ^"^ oppreffion; but its tcachers wanted ij}& 
aAion and ence CO check either until it was cftabliilim ] 
•PPfcffion. t^y Conftantine. Then indeed it pradbj?^' 
many happy effeds which it could not bop- 
produced before that period : fuch as refltM*! 
ing the exadtions of kings or their depiittfc| 
checking piracy and the plunder of fhipwreid^ 
cd perfons and putting an end to feveral.pniC- 
tices which were allowed by the laws of maijlf 
nations. The emperor Conftantine ifluedovC 
an edidl worthy of a Chriftian prince, requf- 
ing the governors of provinces to be imparj^ 
to the rich and poor, prohibiting exaftjoa'j^ 
his fubjeds and feverely threatening exCor^SB- 
ers and oppreflbrs (r). When the bi(hopftl 
quired influence with princes, they yndq 
the pious office of acquainting them will 
fufFerings of their fubjeds from the extortiQi^! 
of minilters and the governors of proyiQC^i: 
Zeal and chriftian charity prompted Geramjui' 
430. bidiop of Auxerre to undertake a laborM}Di 




(y> Thomaff: vol: iii. p. 120. 
(r) Baiou: A. D. 313. A. D. 331. 
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louraey by fca and land to alleviate the dif- ^^^^' 

UttCes of his citizens who were oppreffed by k u^inj^ 

unuiual tribute! and his zeal and labour were 

^crowned with ruccers(j). Theodoret bi(hop 

*df 'Cyrus informed the emprefs Pulcheria with *^ 

che wretchednefs of the peafants who fufTered 

i^ch cxaAions in one of the provinces^ that 

ttainy of tbeofi ran away and left the ground 

\]pcicultivated (/). Bifhop Meroveus prevailed 

ior Childebert ad to lighten die taxes on the ^^^ 

^pdAr, on widows and orphans; and Gregorius 

Taronenfis another eminent bifhop reftrained ^'^ 

ezaAions on the people («)• Gregory the 

'^eat addreflcd Phocas to eafe the heavy 5^^* 

i^lkilxlcn of taxes which he impofed on his ful> 

^dStSf and reminded him that Gentile princes 

rtkled over (laves but Chriftian kings over free- 

'msaCtv). The latter Gregory exhorted the 

biffiop of Gallipoli to protect the peafants of 

*liii'diocc(e againfl: new exadions; and on ano-i 

CfalT occafion wrote to the exarch of Africa 

-fti Ycfcue the people of Sardinia from the 

'-i6i)preflSon of Theodorus the duke of that 

-ifland {n). He acquainted the emprefs Con- 

;ilaQtia that the ruftics of Corfica could hardly 

'|Nly the tribute which was impofed on them; 

•Vtod advifed her to tell the king that fuch 

l^tegs would bring down the wrath of heaven 

"jib her and on her children. The emperor 

^ving alleged that thofe taxes were levied fcr 

'the defence* of Italy againft the Lombards; 

'^fhe pope maintained that their fwords were 

'ttOt fo formidable as the rapacity of officers^ 

^jiSsM offences againfl: God and man were but 

'Hfeeble defences againft his enemies^ and that 

(j) fhomaiT: torn: ii p. 829. (t) lb. 

(*; lb. p. 831. (w) lb. p. 75». 

I*) lb. p. »37. 
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which he would be accounti^le to God tf iH 
was filent to the emperor about €o gmi: 
«vils (y). Euphroniusj AutregiQUus and oAu 
bilhops reftrained oppreffive taxes in their ift 

^15- pedtive diftri£tsj and the 5th council of Htk 
tbrbad any tribute to be exaded but fucbrli 

5>5- were paid in the reign of Guntran (j). Xk 

'<3- ^d council of Tours addrefled prayisn fti 
compl^nts to Charlemagne, l^entied 4^ 
hardfliips which many endured fram -extortHi 
and recommended to his imperial majefty • 
enquiry into and a remedy for thofe eik 
In the 9th century bifliop Hincmar cxhoMil 
JLewis king of Germany not to fuflfer Wfj/tt 
burdens to be laid on hb fubjefls, andjo* 
minded him of fome of his iUuftriouB • $aat 
tors whofe palaces, hands, ears and treafiMV 
were ever open to the diftrefled (;)• ^ ^ilf 
.council of Tholoufe recommended tfaflt 19 
new tribute fhould be raifed and that fuobjV 
were laid on for the preceding thirty JOM 
fhould be taken o{f{b). Honorions iv.bh 
.bad exadlion in the kingdom of Naples IM* 
le(s the kingdom was invaded, for the- raaiail 
of the king's Ton and portioning his hroclKqb 
fifters or children. The council of .Becioil 
anathematized chofe who impofed new tcflMk 
or encreafed the old ; and the decree ;«f till 
council was afterwards renewed in the coBitfl 

^'5^* qf AlbL Thefe are • but few of che nvMf 
inftances in which French ecclefiafu(s intflf* 
fered to reft rain exadlion : nor were the $pi- 
ni(h clergy deficient in that refpect. TtuB fl 

-^^^* council of Toledo with the apprabatioa'.^ 
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Recbarcdus dcfired the biihops to define ^^f' 
tribute the people could bear without \.^^y^, 
elTiony to prelcribe the form of levying 
;chout exaction, and to require the collect 
to reftore to the fubjecc whatever they 
ved beyond the prefcribed form (x). To 
;nt a king from oppreflTing his fubjects by 
te the 8th council of Toledo recom- 6:^1; 
led frugality rather than liberality, for-* 
bim to transfer to his heirs any property 
irbac he pofleffed when he afcended the 
Cy and decreed that the overplus ibould 
It into the treafury and employed by his 
flbr in lightening taxes on the people. 
Ervigius having forgiven all the tribute 
a hb lubjects owed prior to his reign; 
13th council of Toledo returned him 6^3. 
Ls for his generofity and excommunica* 
itiy perfon who (hould oppofe his de- 
(a). Ximenes arch-bi(hop of Toledo t^^ 
the taxes lightened on the people and 
ed the cxa6l:ion of the colleftors, by pre- 
ng on the king to allow each diftrid to 
lint its own colledor who would be likely 
ixaft lefs than thofe appointed by the go- 
mcnt (^). However it (hould be oblcrved 
in moft cafes the clergy exerted them- 
% in leflening exadbion, with the content 
approbation of the king whom they pre-* 
;d on to interpofe for the relief of the 
•cffed. Nor were they lefs zealous in 
ing the oppreffion qf the powerful in other 
i&s. Chryfoftom dilplayed great con« 
ly againfc the emprcfs £udoxia, in fup- , 
of a widow whom fhe iq tended to rob on 

Tho))Ba^: tmtk ii p. %^ 
Jb: p. 835. * 

lt>: p. S51. 



CRA^. the follbwihg bccafion. As this empf^telW 
[i^.grv'^w ambalatcd the country^ (he cam6 to t\it ViC- 
yard of a w^'dow and plucked a grapi^ ; 'dfe 
law having adjudged her the vineyard ofn- {Sifi- 
ing a certain fum to the proprietor. THI 
t>ious bifhop reprobated the law with zeal Ail 
intrepidity and thus ran the rifque of jpeffe* :, 
cucion, of bani(hmenc or of death {b). Mm^ 
bifhops of thofe days could hot b^ fCiiUM 
by fuch confideracions from the difchaii^lf ^ 
their duty; but ^ealoufly defended the p&k 
-^inft injuftice or bppreffion. The ad <»U^ 

5<s- oil of Mafcon threatened to exconiniiinlclfc 
the minifters of kings who unjuftiy i jiViM 
the hoiifes or lands of the poor: 3li!ki.*ki% 
Guntran who convened that council -noc tU^ 
confirmed tMs decree but allowed thtei'- lb 
control the dukes, prefidents of provioddSr <dt 
generals of armies where they ^^ed d EM Hi iiy 
to jaftice or humanity (/)• The 4th Cddttdl 

*7r. of Toledo determined it to be the dutf' tf 
bifhops to defend the poor againfl: the vidRfdtt 
of the rich, to chaftize corrupt judges afid'CO 
acquaint the king if they continued obftimtlBt 
and made the bifhops ref|3on(ibIe to the Cdctf^ 
cil if they neglcdled their duty in tftty rf 
thefe poinvs [k). The capitula (/) dE Cfaisl^ 
magne and Lewis the Pious enjoin biflMfk 
to intercede for thofe who (ufFered oppitfltot 
and threaten to excommunicate thofe }OC^(V 
or powerful perfons who opprefled tbe^'jUkt 
if they did not defift when admoniflM^M^ 
the bifhops. .The Irifh havipg been Oppttt- 
fed by Edward I. complained to the pfupt!^ 
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I tbe iukFdfti^ tbcy t^ndured. Tfec pope wrote ^Ji^'^ 

«^ Ed«rard to remind bim of the conditions i^v* 

, >9o v^ich Adrian IV. granted Ireland to 

Jtknry II. luunely, that he ihould adminifter 

i .iCfae iungdom with juftice and clemency (i»^« 

;.tflrhe exemplary piet;y and virtues of many 

.^Hfiiops during fever-ai centuries gained them 

;nce which atterwaids proved injurious 

tbe bands of m^n who were deftitute of 

.* The firft Chriftian emperor directed the R Obim 
5w%B6 ^ dilpatch the caufcs of criminals &c. J^nftTh^ 
!& 'the ^th and 7th centuries the Spanifli powerful 
-kings had fuch confidence in the bi&ops that t^f"^ *^ 
,4riKy wquired them to watch the judges and 
•«©» icfcind their decrees (r) wh^e they were 
^w^uft "or unmerciful. When a poor man 
4Huli a fuic. with a powerful perfon, a law df 
:4Uiindafwinchus (j) forbad the latter to commit ^ 
'^'tta caufe to one more powerful when he did 
^-QOt «<% for himfelf; nor were the following 
r%ws -otf ^Reccfwinthus (/) Icfs indulgent to the 650 
; -^poor. As it is our duty, fays this pious law- 
- «iMr» to relieve the miferies of the diftrefled ; 
\ jtf ^ibere (hould be a lawfuit between a noble- 
^and appor man, let a bifhop interpoic 
[«n ^vocate for the latter. But if the no* 
[^flrttftpandid not abide by the decifion of the 
;. | i' j ||i ifl iop^ he was required to give the bifhop a 
^>!lftUi4of the property in qucftion. The bilhop 
^^#irlib delayed or neglef^ed this duty or was 
;-li|HMal 'to the nobleman was fined ; if it ap- 
i/lbpeared that he withheld juftice from the ppor 
^ mao. Let the priefts^ ,{kys this icgiilatoic> to 
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• CHAP, whom God has -committed the proteftiOn Cff 
the poor and opprefled pioufly exhort the 
judges who have decided wrongfully agaioft 
the wretched to amend, their fentence by t 
more righteous judgment. If the judge rer 
fufe to comply^ let the bifbop fummon the 
clergy or other good men and fettle the 
matter with the judge by a common ienteoce/ 
But if the judge Ihould perverfely adhere tp 
his unjuft decree and refufe to amend it, then 
let the bifliop of the place finally determine. 
1440. John II. of Arragon^ valiant, pious and mo- 
ral prince in feme cafes devoted pecuniary 
fines to the u(e of the poor, and recomoqeixi- 
ed expedition in deciding lawfuits and admh 
jiifiering juftice as acceptable to (jfod (i»). la 
France alfo the bifhops not only relieved the 
necefSties of the poor, but rebuked thofe 
■judges who prefumed to opprefs them (^^ 
5«5. The 2d council of Mafcon required the W- 
fhops to be the judges and avengers of wi- 
dows, orphans and diftrefTed perfons, and for- 
bad lay judges to determine caufes until they 
gave notice of their dccifion to the chief cc- 
^ clcfiaftic of the place (a:). Gregory of Toun 
complimented bifhop Maurilio for relieving 
.the poor and zealoufly defending them ag^ft 
.wicked judges (w J; and the emperor Charle- 
magne forbad the juftices to defpife the cria 
• of widows, orphans and pupils i but .to hear 
'^ them with attention (^)< Lewis the Piooi 
warns judges to take care what they didt 
fince they do not exercife the judgment of 
' • ■ * • ... . ^ 

. /f»^ Mali oei. lib: xii. , 

(») Thomaff: vol* ii p: 831. 

(m) ThomafT: totn: ii.piSjjt 

(j) Capital: lib: iii cap: 2. . ' 
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teen but of God, and founds his admonition 
Off Icripcure authority. Let no Chriftian judge, 
iajcS^ this lawgiver {a% exact or receive gifts 
Aom any perfon for any decree; fince the 
^feriptures declare, that a gift doch blind the 
%]res of the wife and pervert the words of the . . 
Fff^hteous. But the bifho| s and pious princes 
edc only required judges to be jufc and mer- 
^nftil but quick in their decifions.' The em- 
l^pors Charlemagne and Lewis the Pious di- 
rected an officer called Comes Palatii to take 
KMe \htt the caufes of widows, orphans and 
^Ij^ior be determined with equity and expedl- 
iK>n {d). Boleflaus L of Poland {m) a pious, 99^ 
and magnanimous prince proteded the 
tble againft the opprefTion of the powerful, 
led them with patrons where they were 
or ignorant, and left behind him the foV 
ring memorable (aying, that he would 
prefer dining on a fowl and adminifter juf- 
ckre to all than on the greateft delicacies 
where the powerful oppreffcd/* The em- 
Frederick another religious prince pre* la^o, 
to judges the following order in hear-. 
or determining caufes. They were to 
firft the caufes of the church, chen thofe 
king, after thefe the caufes of widows, 
i(|bans, pupils and other weak perfons, afcer. 
:b the caufes of other litigants were to be 
ided. This prince commanded the judges 
allow but two days for arguing points, 
obliged thofe who delayed caufes tt pay 
expences of the fuit. This mode was 
ferable to that in other places, where the 

L {«) Ludoy: Imperatorit Cipicul: Addiiio id p: T150, 11(5 
■iiidciibrog* 

fV) Capita': lib: iv cap': 16 & paffim vidt Balu^u CapituV 
^^^J Cmci Anoalcs Sil«fi« p. 77» 
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^^- poor were in ^ great meafure exchided fioa 
v^v^tbe benefit of the laws and fure of bdng 
defeated in fuits with the powerful. Tint 
emperor allowed advocates gratis for widowi^ 
orphans, pupils or poor in fuits with thd 
^werful, maintained them during tbe'cdntH 
nuance of their fuits, and exempted tbem fitw 
the fees which were ufually paid to courts (r}^ 
This pradbice was worthy the imitatYon of 
^ ether Chriftian tribunals and prevails at prew 
fent in many parts of Chriftendom. After 
this emperor had finilhed his laws be acknow-^ 
kdged that be began and ended them to die 
praife and glory of God and from the hope 
of the divine favour. Many bilhops were Ip 
attentive to the duties of juftice and naefcf 
that pious princes entrufted them witR a oxh 
fiderable fhare of power to accomplifh tbde 
tinds. In many cafes they were allowed IP 
fuperintend the judges and to fee whethef 
their decifions were juft and mercifal; and 
frequently determined where the judges wcr* 
abfent or voluntarily delayed judgment. Thcf 
performed the double part of civil judges and 
overfeers of their flocks; the former of which 
powers gave rife to ecclefiaftical courts which 
were afterwards extremely ufeful in fuggcft*^ 
ing excellent regulations in civil tribunals (/)• j 

And pro- In former times kings or the lords of taodl j 
ih^ wreck- 01^ the fea Ihores ufed to fcize on'thc goocfc 
ed againft of wi'cked veflfels driveu to their coafts; and 
j» ua e«rs.j^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^j^ ^^^ goods and ibij* 

but the men on board belonged to the kifl^ 

(») Leges Longob: lib: ii tit: $% Lindenbrog. 

{t) Confticutiones Siculae feu Neapoiitaaas LinUanbrOf. 

\f) Du Canse fan Curiia, 
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tod to the proprietors of thofe lands {g). ^^^^ 
Tfac unif^eriality cf this barbarous prafiiice 
l^iears from the anfwer of the emperor M. 
Aiiconinus the philofopher to men who com* '^ 
pT^lned CO him of their fufferings in this way. 
Some who had been (bipwrecked in the Egeaa 
i^ an(] plundered in the Cyclades having pe- 
tijdun^ this emperor for rtrdrefs ; the emperor 
jscplied that though he was lord of the world 

Je( W^ this the law every where (b). The 
ilit^ne fpirit of the Gofpcl and the exertion^ 
pf i(s teachers alleviated the fufferings of di& 
trefled mariners as they relieved other kind? 
pf diftrefs, Epiphanius bi(hop of Salami3 36S, 
ipent his whole fortune in relieving the dif- 
%TfBkd, efpecially thofe who fuffered by (hip- 
irreclcfO- ^^d ^^^ firft Chriftian lawgivers 
made Uws for their relief f«i^. The canon 
l/^W ^excommunicated thofe who plundered 
^jpwrecked perfons fnji Chriftian divines - 
;^yerely threatened thofe who detained their 
goods and declared the vile pradtice was not 
to b^ excufed by the cuftoms of any coua- 
ttj (o). Ethelred, Edward the Confeflbr and 98a: 
(^di^r ^ religious kings of England took pains 10^ 
IP 9)>olifh this cuftom^ recoo^mended kindnefs 
^,f^)pifQScd rpariners^and threatened to pu« 
flifb thofe who molefted them (pj' Richard L 
ffft the love of God and for the falvation of 
}ff$ pwp and his parents' fouls, enafted that *^ ^ 
t^ fhipwrecked fhould not be dripped of 

If) Da Cangc vox Lagan, Ejeftiis, Wr(3ckuin« 
\2) Ibid: & Hoffman's Lexicon vox naufragium, navia 
Ira^ ff l.fix Khoilia. 
CO Sozom: vii, 26. 

Jm) Cod: Theod: de naufragiis. 
mi Lindenbrog: GloIT: arc Lex Rtiodia de ja^uris« 
(9) Samnnula Raymiindi TratSiatiis 8 de funis. 
^) Du Caiige vox EjeiSos ic vox Wreckum, 
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tions of thofe who died in a wreck (h( 
inherit them (j). The efforts of reh'j 
princes were ufeful-in retraining this 
in Fngland \ though it is to be lamented 
are dill a few inftances of it on checoafis 
Devonflbire, Cornwall and Ireland. The 
gy and | rinces of former times zealoufy 
pofcd this ufage ; nor can there be a dc 
but our pious king George 111. would} if 
quaintcd with the execrable cuftom, ufe 
influence to abolifli what little remains of 
in every part of his dominions. Several 
ihops of Rome efpecially Gregory (r) Vft* 
Alexander (j) IIL and Honorius (/) IV. 
erted themfelves in abrogating this 
among the princes of the Weft. • A fy 

'**^'' held during the pontificate of Gregory " 
condemned the moleftation of (hii 
perftns in the following manner: 
** we iinderrtand that perfons are proropcdl 
•^ by the devil to plunder thofe whom it »: 
" their duty humanely to aflift and comlbrti j 
«* we anathematize any perfon who does nol 
" give up the perfon and goods of the (hip- j 
*^ wrecked in fafety" («). The council rf 

ni7' Nanfz condemned the cuftom of enriching 
the treafury with what was feized in coflfc-'j 
qucnce of a (hipwreck, excommunicated thofe 
who endaved the perfons or poffeffed theiih] 
felves of the properties of the ftiipwrcckci '■ 
and prevailed on Guido a French noblcnian | 
to renounce what Ke gained in this waf. j 

?i3». Po;>e Honorius 11, confirmed the decree of 



(</) Wilkin^ p 542. 

(r) Cr.ijcil: Roman: A. D. 107S. 

(i ) Coiicil: Laterip'-im cap: xxiv, 
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council, admonifbed the bifhops to take ^^^^* 
that the goods which any one flung into 
fca from Tear of a wreck be preferved 
the owner, and condemned as unjuft and 
abbers men who feizedon things which 
divine clemency had fpared (w). The 
iple of Guido, backed by the influence 
prayers of the archbifliop of Rheims, in*- 
d Philip Auguftus king of France and x«i^ 
: princes and nobles to relinquifh thb 
ice; and this pious, arch-biflsop pronounc- . 
nathemas againfl: fuch as (hould attempt 
rftore it {x). About the middle of the 
I century bilhop Gothofred excommiini- 
d count Raymond on account of his 
\ty to diftreffed mariners; and Caflimic ^^ 
I of Poland renounced the prafiice in 
ds to this purpofe. I a Catholic prince 
%te the ufage as cruel and unjuft, con- 
)r to the raw of God and to a decree of 
ioipti and promife that neither we our- 
es nor our officers will demand the goods 
lie fliipwrecked, but that they be prcferv- 
afe and undiminiflied for the proprietors 
for their neareft relations. 3ut if they 
I have no lawful heir or fucceflbr we then . 
eve thofe goods for ourfclves {y). The 
lOr might Ihew that' the Gofpel alfo dif- 
:aged unnatural crimes, ordeals &c. &c. ; 
he haftens to enquire into its general in- 
ice on the manners, cuftoms or laws of 
t nation which embraced it. The parti- 
r effe£ts of it which we have exhibited 
' iacisfy fuch an enquiry ; but a more ac~ 
ite difcuiTion will doubdeis be acceptable 
nany readers. 

) Hildeberti Epift: Ixvii ad Honorium, & Thomaflia. 
Pa Cange Supplement vox l^y^ao. (jp) |tu 
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Ghriftianity was extinfivety propogaltd % 
ieveral nations in the firft and od ccacurMi|^ 
but as to its effefts in fome of them aft tl||| 
early period we have no account. But i^ 
may be certain it operated powerfulLjr c«M 
where on its firft converts who were all finomi 
Chriftians, and without any thing to fttpfij^ 
them to it but their opinion of i(a in^b 
While its profeiTors fu£R^red perfecutioa or dp| 
grace, men did not embrace it but fxooii^ 
lenfe of its divine origin \ which feofe Qo^ 
not have failed to influence their pnAiqit 
Ghriftianity being a praflical inftitutiODi m 
perfon would adopt it in times of perftctltiQl/ 
unlefs he was determined to obferve its pm 
cepts. Hence we may conclude il re(baMi)||^i 
the rapine and plunder of its profefibrs in ^Alite 
bia, and the horrid praflice of burying ^aSlt'^ 
female infants (^) in certain parts of thatcami' 
try, where it probably was known in the 9^aif 
tolic age. There were Arabs in Jeniii^ein-4| \ 
the day of Pentecoft when the gift of ton^^ 
was beftowed on the Apoftles; niimbeit ff 
Chriftians fled to Arabia early in the 3d €«f^ 
tury (^) ; and fome Arab tribes cmbncii 
Ghriftianity in the 4th during the reHmjf 
Valens, Hilarion fowed the feeds of Chnf- 
tianicy among the Saracens \ but they probah|f 
did not produce much fruit 'till it was ttifxumi 
by queen Me via who no doubt recommeodUl 
the Gofpel virtues, and difcouraged fuch pilft* 
tices as were inconfiftent with it (r). We pof 
fefs a fuperabundance of information relativ 
to the efFcAs of Ghriftianity in certain i|- 
tionsi but are in a great degree ftrai^gcaJO 

(a) «Anc: Univ: Hid: Bqok iv. clu 8« 

W lb: ^ 
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inffoence m others. In Ar«bta wc are for- ^^' 
H9d wkh btrt few mitances of its friries; and 
fe few wc fliould probetbly be ftrangers to 
r tfte tfftors been private perfons. Naamanes 
Ihuie of the fcenite Arabs Or Saracens was s^z. 
idckedly fuper^itious as to kill men with 
mA bands as (acrifices co devils; but after 
^■ctmverfion beoime To refornied in his fea« 
tots and condudl: as to mek down a ftatue 
Venus jfor the ufe of che poor> and fo zeair 
^ « Chriftian as to perfuade all his relarions 
xnbrace the Gofpel {J). Having already (<) 
nibed the cruelty^ converHon and reforma-^ 
I of AI Noonian king of Hira ; we (hall 
^ repeat it. Another king of Hira of the 
ijt name was fo pious a Chriftian that he 
lied to an heavenly crown and refigned the 
Nn'omem to his fon with the foUomng me* 
MAt obiervation ; wbaf Jignifies a kingdm 
ioft mil certainfy banjt an end^f). So >much 
Kty Li the prince mud: have operated power** 
If within the fphere of his influence. We 
ift lanoent that Chriftianity as taught ia 
krtna hardly deferved that honourable name; 
ifing been a compound of truth and falfe* 
m)| of Gofpel doftrtnes and human invejv 
lib. The effcfts of the latter we are un- 
Aoerned with ; and the fruits of the former . 
fei not be accurately afcertained in any na- 
il: as they always depend on the goodneis 
the ieed^ of the ikAX and of the fower^ on 
i purity of the doctrine, on the temper of 
b^difciple and on the piety and virtue of the 
tcber. This remark is applicable in almofc 
Dry part of this chapter* 



d) Evagr: vi. %u « 
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CHAP. III. The teachers of the Gofpel neceflariTjr.ffc. 
j^""^^^ commended and enforced the Chriftian vtrMb 
on the £. and reprobated the idolatrous and. cruel pMBii 
ihiopiaos. ^j^^ ^jjj^jj prevailed among the EthioiM 

This people worfhipped Ifis, Pan and Hert#i 
les, offered human facriBces and perfaraki: 
other cruel ads totally inconfiftent with dMir* 
general charafter. Tho' po0efied of firnk 
good qualities they tied men worn out.iriA^ 
age by the neck to an ox V tail, and dragg^ 
them about until they expired; and deemed jfr 
meritorious to difpatch a perfon incuraUy.ifi£^ 
eafed or even maimed by accident f^). HW»?| 
are left to conjecture in re(pe£): to the parricv-*^ 
lar eSeAs of Chriftianity in Etbiojna io-tfaM 
apoftolic age, when the treafurer of Candiudfi 
was baptized by St. Philip: we have certiitt.: 
information relative to its firuits in much iatci^ 
periods. Meropius the philofopher^ ' a nadffe'^ 
of Tyre and a Chriftian of the 4th centuyjr 
having been travelling thro' AbyfTmia vidK 13 
Frumentius and iBdelius two of his l^infnieii|t 
died in that country. The two young meft j 
were brought before the king who admirdk 
their abilities and beftowed on them diftiii^ 
guifhed marks of his favour. Frumentius ivafl 
£> mild and amiable that he was called the p^ 
ciBc father ; and both of them acquitted thenH 
felvcs with fo much fidelity in their refpcfti?c» 
offices, that on the kings death the queeni 
would not comply with th^ir requcft of quitting* ' 
the kingdom. She committed the maoigH 
ment of all public affairs to Frumentius, aoA 
granted hini permiflion to employ hb influencei 
in converting her fulyccts. Haying obtainrtL 
the fanction of Athanafius he baptized a vaft 

(|) Ancient Uiiiv: Hift: Boo>t iv. ch: 6, 7, 9. 
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butbber of the Abaflinesj built churches aivd ^^'^ 
nflde profelytes in moft parts of Ethiopia. v>^->r^ 
However it is probable fonie of the natives 
awe not then converted, or if they were^ that 
tbcj relapfed to Pagahiftn : fince we are told 
ifaey afterwards embraced Chriftianity at the 5ti- 
i)eGi€ of Aidog king of the Axumites fi^^. 
SThe following paflage of the fpiric of laws 
nay enable us to judge of the effects of the 
ISofpel in Ethiopia even in our own times. 
^:Xt is the Cbriftian religion," &ys Montef- 
gijcu {k)i ^^ which in fpice of the extent of 
H empire and, the influence of climate has pro- 
^'^cted Ethiopia from deipotifm and carried 
*<. iDfio the heart of Africa the manners and laws 
M of .Europe. The heir to the empire of 
^ Ethiopia enjoys a principality and gives to 
^ other fubjects an example of love and obe- 
^ difcnce. Not far firom hence may be feen 
f< ,die Mahometan (hutting up the children of 
f' die king of Sennar at whoie death the coun* 
^ cil fends to murder them in favour of the 
V prince who alcends the throne/' Hence we 
flMy judgp of the political as well as moral 
<fiects of Chriftianity in Ethiopia! Surely it ' 
ia cruel as well as impolitic to afperfe fuch a « 
fi^Kgion were it faUe ; and villainous to attack 
ic when. it is as. true as it has been ufeful to 
CQiuikiiid* 

r r'Wc cannot tell exactly at what time Chrif- its ef&a 
i^fMity was firft preached in Perfia and Arme<* Perfuns 
jUftf but know it was pra<^ifed in Perfia in the ^ ^^^ 
sd century, .and think it probable the Arme- ^^ 
Hiiiis ibon learned it by their intercourfcs with 



(h) Ancient UnLv: Hift: Book ir. ch: vii. 
(i) air. 3. 
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^^^- die Perfians. It operated no <Ioubt on Mh 

I IB k 'AA on otber n^ions, natnely by aboliik 

ing idolatry, recommendiDg certain virtiaei mA 

Tckraining certain crimes which weie 'CoiniMi 

Among Heathens. Bardefanesf/^, an heMk 

<if the 2d cenmry, obiferved that Chii(tiai% 

abolifhed inceftuous marriages in Perfia mA 

difcouraged in other nations thofe crimes which 

were peculiar to each. The following CKMM 

of Conftantine's epiftle to Sapor the P-eAft 

king in behalf of his Chriftian fubjects4nFef- 

fia, proves the efiects of Cbriftianity on Ht 

leaft the former of thefe princes. ^' I boaoor 

« the true God," faith the emperor (»), <*tDd 

*^ with the pure eye of faith behold him mhdk 

^ throne is in the higheft heavens. Befafe 

^^ him I proftrate myfelf, to him I direct -iny 

^ prayers abhorring all bloody iacrifioas««— — 

'* The creator of the untverfe refpecca bopc lad 

*' iacrifices ; he Vequireth only a pure vbboA 

<* free from all fpot and ftain, and valoes odr 

"actions by the piety and purity of our aftfr 

" tions. He is pieafed with works of diaricy 

<* and mercy ; loving the meek and ^eiitk^ 

«* fcorning the froward and perverfe, loving lb 

" faithful, retraining the unfaithful, deprdEq; 

" the arrogant and cafting them out of 4bBir.j 

^* thrones, rewarding the -humble and ik/lk 

*^ who fuffer injuries, oppreflion and^troobit 

*< He enriches and defends thofe kingdoms aad 

" empires where juftice is adminifteredy and 

*' bleiTeth both the king and the land 4iili 

« pjeace and profpcrity." This lefture froiM 

prince diftinguifhed for valour and eotteot'tf 

empire had probably happy effects on the to- 



(/) En fob: Praep: Ev^ng: vi. xc. 
\m) £ufcb: Yiu Ccioa: iv. 9. k, (eq* 
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4ftn kJife. The fellowiog paflkge of Jerome ^^• 
tpBOves beyond a doubt that the Anneniansi 
«id ocirer borUtfians were rendered leh fcto^ 
■OOtts by the fpirit of the Gofpel. << The At- 
-«• iBtenHUi," fays Jerome (^»^, " lays down his 
-« qiuver, the Huns learn plalmody^ the cold* 
^ nefi of Scythia is wanned by the heat of 
"^tfae ieiih, the armies of the Goths cariy 
^ «bout tents for Chorches, and fight againft 
-¥H3S rperhaps on more equal terms, becaufe 
^ they and we obferve the fame religion." Had 
^isrome lived in the loth or nth century he 
:wouid have fpoken without any doubt on die 
^fiibgect; as he would have perceived that 
^^hrifdanity mitigated the violence of war 
hofcile nations. 



Before the introduftion of Chrifcianity into its dv^at 
fGanlj the druids* managed the facrificcs, inter- ^° n^^, 
^meted omens and diredted all matters relative md uws 
.%o their fuperftitions. In times of public dif- ®^*^**®'"* 
tre(s they facriBced anjmals ; but where indi** 
Tkhials were fick or affli6ted, offered human 
.'Ifi&ims to their deities. Their idols were hoi* 
^%jw: and capacious, and in them they placed 
.^rifiims arid burned them to death. They 
^georecally facrificed thieves, robbers or othdr 
iofienders ; but put the innocent to death where 
Mibicy were not fupplied with a fufficient nunr- 
"-htr of malefactors. Caefar (oj gives this acs 
cmimt of the Gallic druids i and obferves they 
..ixnTOwed their fuperftitions from the Britons. 
i^etice we may conclude' the Britons were 
5Cniel in their worfhip and barbarous in their 
tnanners; and find this concluiion ilrengthcned 



i. 
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CHAP, ijy Tacitus {p)y who obferves that in Mona or 
Anglefea the druids facriBced captives and 
peribns of both fexes for the purpofe of tih 
fpefting their entrails and prying into futuriijr. 
We have proved above {q) that human facri- 
' ikes were exploded in all nations by a cod^ 
whofe fpirit is adverfe to cruelty and blood- 
ihed. Chrinianity was preached and churcba 
were planted in Britain at a very early periodi 
but it was perverted or deftroyed by the Ao^ 
glo-Saxons who invaded Britain in the middle 
of the 5 th century (r). The majority of tli0 
Britons continued Pagans 'till the end of the 
6th century, when pope Gregory the Gietf 
(ent Auftin and forty other pious monks 10 
Britain to inftruA the natives in religion and 
morality* Thofe miflionaries employed thmr 
ielves in faifting, prayer and charity, pradilisd 
jelf- denial and that contempt of the world 
which they preached to others; and the evaO" 
gelical labours of fo many pious and good 
men mud have had conGderable inQuence oa 
the adlions of their converts. As hiftoriaoi 
.feldom record the adions of individuals ia 
private life, it is probable we (hould be todl 
•ftrangcrs to many happy efFefts of Chriftiani^ 
for feveral centuries were it not for the lata 
of pious princes* We may well fuppofe tbiC 
•the fpirit of that fyftem which had powcrfid 
influence on the manners of its profefTors had 
feme effed on the Chriftian emperors and Oi 
the laws they enaded. Ic is impoflible but a . 
change in the fpirit of lawgivers fhould be 
perceptible in their edids. Men who pr^ 

(p) Annal: xiv, 3. 

(i) P. 77- 

(r) See Uiher's Antiq: Brit: cap: xiv, Innct U Stilling(l«flb 
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fcrtbcd creeds and entered deeply into theolo- *^"^^* 
ipcal matters' could not have omitted blending 
chriftian morality with their civil inftitutes, 
Atid tranfcribing into their political codes 
Tflie juftice and benevolence infpired by the 
Oofpel. We find this fuppofition confirmed 
Vy ni6bs. For, the emperors Theodofius and 
Juftinian borrowed many parts of their codes 
Uroih the Gofpel ; and the latter employed the 
firft book of his code in treiating on religion. 
Thcfe two codes and the fpirit of the Gofpel 
ihfproved the laws of the Vifigoths, Burgun- 
jjknsj Franks, Alemanni, Saxons, Angles^ 
libmbards, Sicilians and other rude nations^ 
By t;bmparing the ftile and purport of the 
iiws of thefe nations with thofe of the 
two great codes now mentioned, it appears 
Chat the former were not only borrowed from 
ftc latter but are fhort, clear, juft, merciful 
^kltl breath that equity and benevolence in-* 
feircd by the Gofpel. To judge of the in- 
fluence of Chriflianicy in Britain we (hould 
rtbrefe the laws of their firft Chriftian princes 
in Wilkihs's f^^ colleftion. Ethelbert who 
IKurifhed in the year 580 was not only the 
ftrft Chriftian king of the Anglo-Saxons buc 
Ae fiirft northern prince who committed laws 
to writing; and his wife and juft laws do him 
l&pnoar as a lawgiver (h). Wihtred ordered 
Sttipenitent adulterers to be excluded from the 
cbtnmunion of Chriftians, and baniihed from 
Britain together with their property and fins, 
U' the law cxpreffes it, thofe foreigners who 
iriolated the laws of chaftity (/). This law 

J) Lexes AnglofaxonicsB. 
) Spelman D0 Le^ibus Aoglorum^-Vide Widdekind d^ * 
f Saxoiium. 
^ij WiUtias p. n. 
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was intended no doubt to prevent bis fubjeSl 
from being corrupted by foreigners. The fiir 
cty and virtues of Ofwald king of Northtra^ 
^%o. berland mufc have improved his fubjeAs io re- 
ligion and morality. He was educated eaiAf 
in piety and encouraged pious men front m 
adjacent ifles particularly from Ireland tt 
preach the Golpel to his fubjeds. He cah 
prefled his fubjeftion to God by worlhipping 
him with fervour^ by an obfervance or b)i 
laws, by his humble demeanour and by afii 
of charity the moft remarkable of which ^th 
haps was the following one. As he was fictif| ' 
down to dinner on Eafter day, a perfbn «^ 
pointed to take care of the poor informed hiA 
a multitude of them waited without. In confl^* 
quence of this intelligence, the king gave 0iw 
ders that the meat (hould immediately be CM^' 
ried from his own table for their ufe; afld 
thinking, that infuHicient ordered a Giver diA 
to be broken in pieces and divided anmog 
them (k). This inftance of benevolence in 
the prince mud have had confiderable inflo- 
ence on his fubjeds : nor was he the Odijf I 
prince who fet an excellent example to tkr 
Britons. Ina who was king of the Wcft 
Saxons towards the clofe of the 7th century 
was a devout Chriftian, an able politician aod 
a good foldier; and the moderation and peiUX^ 
able difpofition enjoined by our religion made j 
him more thd*father than the matter of his fub- 
jefts. Having fubdued the Britons, he treaccd 
them with a humanity 'till then unknown ID 
the Saxon conquerors. He allowed the In- 
cient proprietors to retain their lands, encou- 
raged marriages and alliances between tbea 

/i) Bed: Hid: ^zc\\ lib. ill> cap: clx. 
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Ulid his ancient fubjcfts, and granted them ^^j^J** 
^tbe privilege of being governed bv the fame !■■ V* i^ 
laws (I). Alfred the Great tranlcribed into ^^ 
bis civil inftitutions the ten commandments^ 
the 2 1 ft, 2 2d and part of the 23d chapter of 
£xodus, obierves that thefe excellent laws 
were delivered by God and that our Saviour 
came not to deftroy but to fulfil the law (n). 
1q Britain there were other pious and good 
princes the chief of which were Edmund king 
of the Eafl: Angles» Edgar, Ethelred and Ca^ 
-Bute. Edmund was a proteftor of widows *M 
|uid orphans, a fupport to the weak and a 
father to the poor; he endeavoured to eftablilh 
the happinefs of his people by good laws and 
the impardal diftribution of juftice, and loved 
his fubjeds fo well that he endured every in^ 
dignity and even death from a rude Heathen 
pnnce of Denmark who invaded Britain, ra- 
ther than give them up into the hands of a 
tyrant {0). The canons of Edgar were excel- 951^ 
. lent; having required the clergy to ferve God 
. devoutly, to aflift men in their necefficics, to 
>bc faithful to rulers, to exhort to repentance 
; thoie who confefTed and to acquaint the fynod 
'vith the names of fuch as were averfe from 
repentance, Thofe pennance^ might have 
been remitted by building Churches, repairing 
xoads, erefting bridges, relieving poor widows, 
' orphans and Grangers, manumitting their own 
flaves or purchafing liberty for the flaves of 
iDthers, by protecting the poor and furnifliing 
them with diet, lodging, fire and raiment. 
Some pennances required the penitent to make 
reftitution to thofe whom he injured, to forgive 

(/) Bcda, Malmfb: Lib. I. cap: 20.—- Adelhclm: p. 3a««-« 
Wilkins, p. 14. (0) Wilkinf| p. aS, 

(•) Abo, M^sh; FaHs: Sjss, 
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c:Mr. rfcr./:- »At7 off.mM him, to difcouragc men 
'''■ /roni ijn and fo rtdors to the right path thole 
' — '^^^^■kom he wiikd by bis counfcl or example. 
yor ccrcnin Crimes a great man was enjoined" 
to cake off his armour and fine clothes, to gd 
baierooted, to lie on the ground, to faft 7 
venrs for hitnfclf or by his proxy, to feed the 
root, give them money and walh their feet(tf). 
Such rennances muft in many cafes have pro- 
duced happy efFeds in reilraining vices and 
crimes; even allowing that thcv were often 
difpenled with by unworthy ecclefiaftics. They 
reftrained injuftice, oppreflion and cruelty, ex- 
cited men to build bridges, to relieve the dif- 
trcflcd &c. ; and fome of them, tho* abfurd 
as a means of expiating fin, were expenfivc to 
the finncr and operated as a tax on vicious 
indulgences. In the reign of Ethelred was 
ioio- held a general Council whofe excellent con- 
ftitutions do honoiu* to that affsimbly. This 
.Council required billiops, abbots and the cleigf 
to be exemplary in their lives, mopks to live 
chaftl /' and innocently and to remember the 
vows \v;iich they nicAc urto Gud. Let all 
injudice, lliij ii:ey, be^ aboliflied, juft laws 
enaflcd, the ilch uiiJ poor equally entitled to 
thtir bcnei'it; raid let pt^acc and concord prc- 
\'rjl in *Jic iaiiJ, Let cvtiy Chriuian frequent- 
ly corifcfs his fms, amend his lifc^, prepare for 
recclvin-,; t!ie Eucliarill at leai"t thrice a year, 
Keep !^3 u:\t\\s and coiiipairis, avoid falfe 
Vvci;.V;is, LiLc miffil'.jres, laiic tL-llimonies, bafc 
contention, tremer.dous j^rjuiies, theft, ra- 
pine, h -.raicide, avarice, gluttony, drunken- 
nefs, I'uivriiiation, au'jlU'ry, fornicwition, facri- 
Icgc, the violation of kafls and fafts and other 

(0 WiltillS; p. 84, ^'9, 95. 56, 57. 
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44tnes* contrary to the Gofpel and to the ca- chaf. 
qpns of the Church. Let the people cherifli 
fpd feed the poor, not injure but confole wi- 
dows and orphans, not vex nor moleft the 
QjMgcr and foreigner i and let every man do 
^iitD others that juHicc Vi\\\ch he 'would wi(h 
^/himfelf. Let not fines arifing from Hm 
^oounitced againft God be applied to temporal 
u^[e9/'but to the ufes of the poor, to reftoring 
or repairing Churches j or to buying books, 
i|^ and vellments for the clergy {p). It ap- 
pears from the preamble to the laws of Canute, ^oJ7« 
^jiat he, framed them in honour of God and 
^a , the benefit of his people. This prince 
thprted men to worlhip one God, to love 
im finccrely, to celebrate feafts, falls and fab- ' ' 

I, to fear the day of judgment and the 

l)DS <>f hell, to confefs and forfake their flns, 

make reftitution or attonement for their 

jreffions &c. &cc.{q). From what has 

|wci faid it appears that England owes many 

jUcnt laws to the Scriptures and to the 

icjrgy who employed their influence in nume- 

inftances in reftraining vice, advancing 

Luc and for the benefit of its inhabitants. 

Wc find religious ideas blended with and in- 

flbtncing fome laws of the Anglofaxons; and 

*yis reafonable to conclude that others of their 

were influenced by it, tho' we cannot 

rly prove them to have been derived from 

It fource. In England as in other nations 

liriftianity produced its efFefts gently and 

IteiUarly for feveral centuries; but operated 

.^h uncommon fucccfs in the reign of king 

f^orge 3d whofe piety and moral qualities 




(^^ Wilkins, p. X189 iii% 1 24. iConcilmm i£ahamenff* 
}$) lb: p. 131. . 
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^ m^* probably prevented exile, maflaCTes and co** 



fifcation in Britain. The French rcvolutibrf- 
gave rife to difaffedtion in England: every w 
ift> democrat and defperado panted for a ftl«' 
public and were encouraged by parliament^ 
incendiaries who extolled the fpirit and prow^ 
of the French, For a few years after the 
French revolution was efFedled the Engliih 
were divided into two parties: the religious 
the moral and the loyal ranged themfelves ofl[ 
one fide; and the deift, the knave and tbe 
traitor on the other. The latter who were btiC 
few comparatively exerted their talents to cih 
creafe the malecontents, and did not cxett 
^ ^ them in vain: and two fucceffive yearj tf 
i8p'i. fcarcity bordering on famine furnifhed tbcU 
with a pretext for inveighing againft the 
ment as the caufe of the calamity, 
fhook the loyalty of feveral j and the hopci tf \ 
2i French invafion added frefli fpirit to the ill- J 
difpofed part of the nation. During this ftatc 
of affairs an infurreftion would have been in- ; 
cvitable were it not for the pious and worth* j 
charafter of the king. For, had he difregarcf* 
ed the Gofpel and the facred ties of wedlocks 
had his favourites been fcoffers of religioili 
libertines and gamblers, the traitor and incdh 
diary tho' regardlcfs of religion and virtue 
would have had a plaufible pretext for afpeff- 
ing his fovereign, and for exciting difcontentl 
among the refpe(3:able part of hisfubjefts. But 
his attention to religious duties and his mond 
character protected himfelf and his peojJe 
againft the horrors of a revolution, baffled the 
traitor and furnifhed his fucceffors with an ex- 
ample that they Ihould follow his ftcps. Qu?cii 
Charlotte alfo encourages morality among )fX 
own fcx i by her example, by excluding iiovx 
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Court divorced females and by (hynefs and re- ^J,^^- 
. fenre to ladies only fufpectcd of incontinence, v-^-^rw 
Wc may naturally expeft that a Chriftian 
queen fhould difcountenance conjugal infidelity 
and immoral praflices when a Heathen em- 
peror (jn) forbad his wife and mother even to 
lalute an infamous woman. 

•Wc have no certain information relative to its eflffeA* 
the time of the introduftion of Chriftianity *°^*^ 
ioto Wales, nor to the effefts of it on its firft 
converts in that kingdom. But it operated 
no doubt in Wales as it did in other nations, 
namely by aboliftiing idolatrous, cruel and im- 
moral praftices and recommending and en- 
forcing the Chriftian virtues. In moft cafes 
WC arc ftrangers to its efFeds except where the 
hiftory of princes furnifhes information; nor 
IS it probable we fliould have much if any 
^ information relative to its fruits in Wales were 
it not for the laws of one of its kings who 
was a religious and good man. Hoel Dda, a 
-|)ious king of Wales who obtained the firname 
of Hoel the good, fummoned a council con- 943* 
fifting of arch-bi(hops, bifhops abbots and the 
wifeft laymen ; to abolilh or improve fome of 
the ancient laws of the kingdom. He con- 
vened the council in Lent when it was reckon- 
^ed unlawful to fay or do any thing impure, 
. Jndecent or unjuft i and during the forty days 
of that folemn feafon the members of that 
council fafted, and prayed to God to affiit 
.them in the work of legiflation and in pro- 
moting the purpofes of truth and juftice. 
Puring the feflion they mitigated the harfh 

(«) ^lii Lampridii Alex: Scvcni p. \%x» Hi ft: Aug: 
A^iptorcs Edit: Paris id^ 

* • laws. 
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laws^ gave a degree of gravity and dignity lA 
the flimfy, amended fome^ abrogated otbeniy 
retained fome of the old and made fome quitfi . 
new, and poured out the Curfe of God airf^ 
of the people on thofe who violated this qB« ; 
cellent codefr^, . > \ 

ft* etfeAi Some w'riters(i^ have maintained that thti ; 

2wir Scots received Chriftianity in the year joi. ■ 
and others (/) in 428: to 'our argument it •' 
not very material how the controverfy may b»i 
decided; tho' in general we have attended 4a' 
chronological arrangement in the courfe of thik: 
hiftory. But it is certain that few natioM|> . 
flood more in need of Chriftianity than tliaf j 
Scots who were a vindidive, diftioneft and de»> | 
bauched people. This people were exiremel^i \ 
revengeful i nor was their hatred to be ovtt». 
cctoe but by the fubmiflion or deftrudtion g|. 
their enemies. Their hatred was not meidjT . 
that of individual againft individual, but 0|.= 
tribe againft tribe and family againft family ^ 
their rcfentment was continued from father iw 
fop 5 tho' the parties were frequently ftrangeiU 
to the original caufe of the quarrel. Tl*t - 
Scots like other northern nations were addi&dl ; . 
to robbery and plunder: and it was comoiQil. 
with the wives of the conquered to murder I 
their hqlbands on their return home from tbi • 
wars. Chriftianity operated in the ufual waj:» 
on this people: namely by producing foost' 
virtues among its converts and abolifhing ccr^.- 
tain crimes which were diametrically oppofitf- 
to its letter and fpirit. However its inftuenct ■ 
was counteracted for feveral centuries in ODff - 

(r) Labaei Cpncilia, vol, ix, p. 600. k I-cges WaUi|f & PWM 
fationcs p. Wottonum. {s) Lewis Hift: Brit: fiook % 

eb, 23. p. 13P folip* (0 Bfiron: Ap: ^t%, 

material 
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tm\ point by the Scots noWcs who were ^f^^* 
iUing to refign a privilege granted them 
dwr; that of indulging their carnal appe- 

almoft without control. Evenus 3d, who 
led in Scotland about la years before 
[£t, was fo wicked and voluptuous that he 

away from hufbands and parents 100 of 
- wives and daughters for the gratification 
ijs brutal appetites. He eafily prevailed 
ht nobles who were as debauched as him- 
to connive at that outrage; by allowing 
1 a power over the perfons of the wives 
daughters of their tenants and clients. He 
Ited that every man might marry as many 
Ks as he could m'aintain, that on the mar* 
9, of noble virgins the king ihould lie with 
It the firll nighty that the nobles (bould 
6) with the plebeian virgins and that the 
ea of plebeians Ihould be common to the 
ility. After the eftablifhment of Chrif- 
ity in Scotland, its teachers inveighed 
nft the filthy laws; but inveighed in vaia 
they were abolilhed by Malcolm 3d and 
pious queen Margaret, who employed all 
r influence with the lords to accept from 
bridegroom half a mark of filver as a comr- 
Sition for the odious privilege allowed by 
c laws. Malcolm 3d was a devout and lo^r* 
IS prince, required piety and learning in bi- 
», made fumptuary laws to reftrain the 
iry of the nobles and was irj his own fami- 
; pattern of modefty, juftice and fobrietjr, 
if as fuppofed to have been prompted by 
flBonitions of his wife who was eminently 
la and diftinguiihed for the performance of 
y religious duty. She reformed ecclcfiaf- 
l difcipline and baniflied fimmony, concu- 
ge ^nd inc^iluous marriages from her king- 
dom* 
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dom. She did not allow the tender minds W| 
her children to be elated by the dignity of ibf^ 
birth ; but guarded them againft the gaudjp^ 
trifles, tempting plcafures and feducing vam^! 
tics and extravagancies of courts. For wesl^ 
and power Ihe confidcrcd herfclf account)ri)k 
to God, who would expe£t thofe talents to t)ft 
employed to his honour and for the benefit o£ 
his creatures. On her appearance abroad fiic^ 
was furrounded by widows, orphans or otbcf 
unhappy objefls; and when (he came homt ; 
ufually found her hall full of poor people wbOi \ 
never departed without comfort or relief. Sbfr | 
frequently vifited the hofpitals and atteadbj j 
the fick i always remembering that fhe -af^ \ 
fifted her Saviour in the perfons of the zSBi6j^, ^ 
ed. Her hufband Malcolm who had bcoM ! 
rough prince was fofcened by her gendeoefii 
and the whole kingdom felt the happy eflMhl 
of her influence over him. If magiftrates fl 
public oflicers dared to abufe the kings ttt^ 
thority or fhelter their injuftice under tU 
fandion of his name, the fufiferers were.tcK 
lieved and the oppreflTors were punifhed (^4Jb 
Surely the piety and morality of this qaeca 
muft have afFeftcd her fubjefts and improved 
them confiderably in virtue and happinefs ! \ \ 

lu effoa* The work of a learned antiquary (h) tft ; 

irifllr fif^s us in pointing out many happy cflfc^ t$ \ 
Chriflianity among the ancient Iriih. Beforl ] 
their acquaintance with the Gofpel they wer* j 
like the other barbarians of Europe funk iil . \ 

V («) Buchanan Hid: lib: iv. vii. L cflgnt de morM 

5cot: lib: i. p. 59 & lib: ii.-«— Bocth: lib. ii. p. 59. ■ Htffcdo< 
p. 452. £rompton*s Cron: A. D. 1093* 

(k) Lcdwicb's Antiq: 

ignoranoi 
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.i^orance and rudenefs and indulged all the ^^7' 
ferocity of brutal nature. The Attacotti a 
people of Britain having eaten human flefh ill 
die end of the 4ch century (r); it cannot appear 
ftiange that the Irifh did fo in the beginning 
rf the ift (J). The ritual of the Irifh Celtes 
was uoftained with blood until the Scythic 
fwarm fubdued them at an early period^ in- 
troduced human facriBces and forced them to 
Ckiibrace the religious fentiments and practices 
of the conquerors. What more fignal favour 
then could have been conferred on fuch a 
people, than a communication of the mild 
ifid gentle precepts of the Gofpel? or what 
more likely to eradicate their barbarous cuf- 
tbins than that religion which taught mercyy 
peace and love? This mercy was conferred 
on them at an early period through the un- 
adulterated channel of Greek miifionaries or 
fbeir difciples; and the happy efFefts of it 
were numerous. After the converlion of the 
Mihy their druidic groves and trilithons were 
deftroyed or employed as temples of the true 
God; their barbarous manners were foftened, 
and an enthuliaflic zeal for fuperior purity 
ilrfaich often terminated in monachifm filled 
Ireland with ftruftures deftined for the fervice 
of religion and letters {e). If we confider 
tibe learning, the pure religion and the piety 
ef.tbe regular and fecular clergy of Ireland 
for feveral centuries, we mud conclude that 
Chriftianity produced happier fruits in this 
than in other kingdoms. The Irifh pofTeffed 
learning when it was almofl: extinft flfewhere, 
pure Chriftianity when qther nations were fu- 

{O Hieron: Adyerfus JoYia: lib: ii. p. aoi Edit: Ptris 170$. 
{fi Strabo lib: iv. p. 201. Edit: Parif. 
fi) Antiij: ?^m, 

pcrItuiou3 
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cf^Af. pcrftitious, and fuch pictjr as was unco, 

^^" other parts of Chriftqndom^ Chriftiaiijt^ 
was imported into Ireland not from Kd£D(^ 
but from France and Britain; not thxoii^ > 
Romilh but through Greek miffionaries. Td^j 
Irifh were inftruded by the Britons in diving*' 
and human literature; but foon equalled theq^ : 
inftruftors in both thefe refpefts. The Brij^ 
ti(h clergy terrified by Dioclefian's perfeoji^ 

*fo. tion(/) imported Chriftianity as well as lit^ 
rature into Ireland ; the in vafion of Britain b|( ' 
the Anglo-Saxons in the 5th century (^) dro«i| 1 
hither many learned and pious men ; and tJiE -^ 
popes prohibition of fchools in England ^ :' 
the 6th caufed men defirous of knowlege t% 
migrate to Ireland where the papd injtindioil| 
had no force. In the 6th century the Icanis^ 
and pious Columba {b) the founder of tti^ 
monadic order called Culdeesj eftaUiihed lvd[^ 
admirable rules for his monks that they iS>0% 
became as diftinguifhed for learning as for 
fanftity of life. We have various proofs qfc 
the literature of the Irifh from the 6th to 
jith century. From Dupin(^) who furniljb 
the fubftance of the works of Columbamtt 
Irifh writer of the 7th century it appears^ 
fome of them are pious and moral, and othd|| 
written with judgment and learning rand th^' 
work of Cummian (/) another Hibernian cf 
the fame century is learned and argumentative 
The teftimony of Bede is decifive not only rf -1 
to the learning of the Irifh in and before hi*' ' 

yx>. own time, but to the purity of their mannc» 



(/) Ufferi Antiq: Brit: cap: xvi, 

(g) Ledw: Antiq: Effay vii, 

(-6) Ih: Eflay iii. 

( k) Cent: vii. 

(/) UlTer'i Sylloge Epift: p. 14 Edit: Dublin, 
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lerofity towards ftrangers. " It was ^f^^- 
* faith he(w), ^ that many noble Eng- 
ind others of inferioi? rank withdrew 
sland to cultivate letters or to lead 
of greater fanftity. Some became 
:s, others attended the ledures of ce- 
^ed teachers: thefe the Irifh mofl: 
fully received and fupplied without 
ccompehce with food, books and in- 
;ion." Alcuinus(») the preceptor of 
lagne thus wrote of Willibrord a too, 
mbrian, afterwards arch-bifhop of 
: and an eminent midioner among 
fians in the 8th century, " When 
•rived at the age of 20 he was in- 
d with a defirc bf a ftriftcr life and 
e of vifiting foreign countries. And 
ife he heard that learning flourifhed 
ly in Ireland he went thither and 
twelve years there treafuring up 
ledge and virtue, to enable him to 
ne the teacher of many nations." 
18 (0) a Briton fpent twenty years ia 
culdvating teachers of excellent em- 
fraceptores eximie doSlosy ftudying fa- 
d prophane authors and transferred to 
ill treafures of Irifh literature ; Hi- 
gazas in Corinnian Jeu Cornubian tranf- 
The uncommon erudition and piety 
ral Irifhmcn recommended them to 
Charlemagne, Charles the Bald, AI- 
i Great and other princes. Virgil an 
fhop of the 8th century was acquaint- 
h the earth's fphericity and the doc- 
f the Antipodes: a doctrine which 

I: Eccl: iii. tf Se Ufleri Sylloge Pncfatio. 

rr: ib; & Surius Tom: vLp. 128^ 

sci Antici: Britain; cap. xiv, p. t^% Loaica Edit; 1687. 

was 
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^"ifr** ^^ ^^^^ condemned in other nations as fti6' 
and heretical. This bifhop having been ip 
his journey to the Holy Land was detaiocd 
for two years by Pepin; to profit by iji 
uncommon erudition and piety (/>). The els' 

«oo. peror Charlemagne brought from all paiti 
but efpecially from Ireland men of the grcafi- 
eft reputation to 'propagate literature in \k 
dominions. Dungal {q) an Hibernian» who 
taught philofophy and aftronomy in Itdy 
ivith confiderable credit, was a favourite n 
Charlemagne and confulted by him on alb- 
lar eclipfe. While literature fiourifhed id. 
Ireland beyond every other kingdom; fiiMh 
tibus his diebus in Hibernia Jiudiis libtr^SUn 
fra ceteris regnis (r) ; there landed in FnuMK' 
two Irifhmen Clemens and Albinus who woe 
incomparably Ikilled in profane and faoftti 
literature, in fecularibus 6? Jacris Jcripturis «■ 
comparabiliter eruditi. The emperor rejoiced 
(s) at their arrival and direfted the former 
to ftay in France for the inftruftion of youthi 
and fent the other to Italy for the fame p^^ 
pofe. Eric of Auxerre (/) in his addrels to 

*^ Charles the Bald thus expreffed himfelf : 
Why fhould I mention Ireland which defr 
pifing the dangers by fea fends to us num-^ 
bers of philofophers who voluntarily baoifli 
themfelves to be in the fervice of our wife 
Solomon ? Camden (w) affures us ihe Saxooi 
of the 8th century fl/^cked to Ireland as the 
great mart of literature; and three famoQi 
fcholars Macbechj DufFslan and Magilmuia 

(p) Ufler*s Sylloge, p. 13T. 

(^) Muratori Aniiq: Italise Tom: iii. DilTerti xiiil. 

(r) U fieri Sylloge p. 6. Praef: 

(j) Uffcrs Praef: to Sylloge. 

(f) Camdens Brit: p. 730. Uffers Idit; 

(tff) lb; 

wcrt 



ipctit from Ireland to Alfred the Great to c'Jjj^- 
f>ropagate letters in his kingdom: the third 
exuberant in the arts> fkilled in literature 



tari^us frmdenSi titera doctus(x). Ofbern(^) 

*« Cantabrigian monk of the 9th century ana 

1% ' beautiful Latin Writer obfervcs, " learning 

-?f feems to have been natural to the Irifh 

*^ ftom tong habit; there were many illuf- 

wT^ trious men among them admirably in- 

y* itrudted in facrcd and profane literature." 

4^otwithftanding the deftrudion of books in 

vl^land by northern invaders in the end of 

4tbat century^ the following lines written on 

-.Sulg^nus (z) bifhop of St. David's who vi- 

lasted Ireland about the year 1076 prove that 

. ^1i€erature had revived here and that the Irifh 

::V^er€ then celebrated for wifdom and know* 

•ledge: 

"Exemph fatrum commotus amore legendi 
' IviS ad Hibemos fopbia mirabik claros. 

■ ■ , 

•'To prove the literature of the Irilh in the 
.<ftdi and 9th centuries we quote a learned writer 
^/i^wfao muft be unprejudiced on this fubjeft. 
y^ •^. The Hibernians/' fays Mofheim (<j), " were 
^r^ tovers of learning and diftinguilhed them- 
^ ^ felves in thofe times of ignorance by the 
^; ^ ^ culture of ' the fciences beyond all other 
If"'*** European nations, travelling thro'' the moflj 
£ ^ diftant lands to improve and communicate 
^, '^ their knowledge, and difcharging with the 
>« bigheft reputation and applaufe the fun6lion 

(if) UflTcri Antiq: Brit: cip: xvt. 
, (j) In viu S. Dunftaniy Wharton*« AnglU Sacra, pars a 

f. 9i» 9*- 
(«) Prcef : to Ufleri Syllos^ 

S Im) Cent: riiii ix. 



lya "The Hifioty ef tht EffeSt 

cHAP.iii.cc Qf doftors in France, Germany and Italjpf 
'^ both during this and the following centiffjili j 
<* But that the Hibernians were the firfr* 
*' teachers of fcholaftic theology in £uropc|i : 
'^ and fo early as the 8th century illuftnttil 
'< the dofbrines of religion by the priocipjil} 
*• of philofophy, I learned but lately fiom Ui^ 
** teftimony of Benedift abbot of Anicnne b» 
** the province of Languedoc who lived in d0> 
<* period, and fome of whofe produdtlons atO» 
^' publifhed by Baluzius in the 5th tome dk^ 
** his mifcellanies.— — The philofophy and to« 
*' gic taught in the European fchools in tte* 
*• 9th century fcarcely defervcd (uch honoarto» \ 
*< ble titles, and were little better than ife« 
" empty jargon. There were however to I*' 
^* found in yaribus places, particularly amoi^ 
" the Irifli, men of acute parts and extenfif^f 
knowledge who were perfetflly weH entitkl> 
to the appellation of philoJbphers : tte- 
** chief of which was Johannes Scotu$ Eii- 
gena the friend and companion of Charier 

the Bald. There were, fays the fadpl; 

" author, many other excellent fcholars in Inii 
** land, particularly Sedulius who commeoi 
** on St. Paul's epiftles: thefc were rhe,dc[ 
" fitaries of primitive Chriftianity and evatfrj 
gelical truth which in the reft of £uro(f|^.: 
was horribly corrupted and almoft C3ttirh': 
guiihed by fuperftition and Heathen prafth* 
ces.*' That Chriftianity was pure in Ireland : 
while it was adulterated elfewhere appears ftoili 
the fame refpedable teftimony. ** The Irifli 1 
who in the 8th century were known bf •, 
the name of Scots were the only divines wha -. 
rcfufed to difhonour their reafon by fubmil- 
" ting it implicitly to the diftates of autho- 
rity : naturally fubtlc and fagacious they ap- ^ 
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* Jilie^ their philofophy to the illuftratiori of chaf. 
p« die truths and doftrines of religion : a me- 
^ thod which was almoft generally abhorred 
^znd exploded in iall other nations/' To 
piOYt the jpiety of feveral Iriflbnien in thfe 8th 
Idbfitury the following teftimony of Alcuinus 
Mrndd alone be fufficient. In this century 
«• Willibrord vifited Ireland, moved thereto 
«» principally by the feme of its holy mcui 
^ particularly of the bleffed father Egbert and 
^ the venerable prieft Wigbert who both for a 
■^lovc of a celeftial country had forfaken their 
"^ lioufes and kindred and retired to Ireland. 
»* ^The bleffed Willibrord emulating the fanc- 
•* -tity of thefe two holy men, embarked for 
** thw idand where he joined himfelf to their 
•• fedcty like a diligent bee that he might by 
•** lacans of their vicinity fuck the mellifluous 
** fiowen of piety, and build up in the hiv6 
•* of his own breaft fweet honey- combs of 
* virtue." Surely fo much learning, purity 
^rf religion and piety as diftinguiftied th6 
ipUA. teachers of Chriftianity for a few cen- 
|Mes ifiuft have operated in an extraordina- 
N]l .taanner on the manners of the pco- 
^Al It appears from Bede (^) that^ in the 
J^ of the fth century, the Irifh were an 
jWtocent people and always moft friendly to 
'^ Englifh nation ; and William of Malml^ 
^fcory (r) obferves that in the 7th they were 
^*a innocent race of genuine fimplicity and 
*> contrivers of evil. In the 6th and 7th 
Witturies the Culdees were remarkable for con- 
lioence, pradiced fuch works o^ piety and 
charity as werd^ fuggeftcd by the prophetic^ 

. ft) Hift: iv. a6. 
ffi Lib: If cap: 3, de Geftis Reg: An£lOi 

to 
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**^' enogelical and apoftolical writings, i 
J- -,^ ti^M in that veneration which never (H^ 
accompany fuperior learning, folid piety^. 
emi lary chancy and difincercQed benevoll 
Tbcy (lid not confine their pious and la 
librurs to Ireland i buteftabhfhed moiuli 
in the Scottifh ifles, in Wales and Bf 
where they Excrcircd piety and vitlw 
enlightened ev^ry part widi the briUianl 
diancc of the Gofpel and of learning, 
lutuba {d) went from Ireland to Britu 
i*J- the convcrfion of the Picts; ihe niHt 
Engiiih were converted by his foUowM 
Culdean monks whole exertions Dr. Ins 
rrcordi in honourable terms. Ofwtld 
*19 prince of Northumberland employed K& 
Jnlhmjn and a Culdee to inllru61: his fill 
in cvangehcal truth : he was well i^ 
for the purpofe; having been accon^ 
Bedef^) modeft, moderate, pious and,j 
towards God. The learned ColumbaDui 
ted his mtive country (orthe inftruilion^ 
naiioni in religion and morality. He 
reproved even popes (b) and princes, u^ 
have done much good by his piety and 
ing, by his primitive timplicicy and fl 
virtue. He alfo tsproved Theodoriclij 
the Burgundians for keeping concutani 
and when tempted by large promiici 
Sigibert king of the Franks for flaying, 
kingdom, replied, it becomes not tm 
gape for other men*3 riches who Jn 
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[ 4 their owh for Chrift's fake (I J. Coliimba- chap. 

^'<'iiiis founded a monaftery in Burgundy and 

|*>:6nother in Bobio in Italy; and not only 

( •? Golumbanus but other Irifhmen applied the 

^'iMrd-earned rewards of in(lru6tion to build- 

--^^ing hofpitals (u) in various parts of the con- 

^ tincnt, and endowing them for the reception 

t of miffioners who ihould go from Ireland to 

- 't>ropagate the faich and co reform foreigners 

:'}il religion and virtue. In thofe hofpitals 

/^-£>me of the founders reded when almoft 

' ivorn out with evangelical labours; there 

'^(charity held out her liberal hand to the 

t'wcary traveller; and there a young genera- 

{ ^tion of ecclefiaftics was trained up to extend 

't^«the (suth among obdurate infidels. Surely 

I ^J>then old Ireland might well have been called 

^i'the Ichool of very pious and very learned 

i ^ tneni JanSiifftmorumy doSiiffimoruinque officina {x), 

/•IrHofe piety and learning mult have beca 

f^Jpioduftivc of happy effefts. For fcvcral 

\>^^ce<oturies the Irifh were fo famed for piety 

X^Md learning that their canons were adopted 

^*ft difierent parts of Europe : in England by 

"'^Segbriht arch-bilhop of. York; in Germany ^s^- 

f?'-%y Burchard bifhop of Worms ; and by Ivo 99^» 

^mhop of Chartres in the nth century (m}. 

^iThc Irifh canons operated no doubt power- 

p^'^-foDy on both princes and fubjedts of Ireland. 

^•Thele canons placed the . duty of a king in 

jjatt judgment; in defending ftrangers, wi- 

VdowS) pupils and the poor; in reftraining 

.theft^ punifhing adultery, not ^exalting tha 
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(I) Cainden^s Brit: p. 730: 
(«) Du Can^e yox Hofpitalia. 



,., Preface to Uiher*s Sylloge; 

(m) D'Achery SpicilegU voli i: lib: xxW, xxvil. xxviii: xxxyl 
it Opufcula S: Patriaio adfcripta U a Wararo cdita— Ledw* 
L|^. Aatiqt p; 4aa, 

I : O a Unjuftj 
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I ^^it^' unjuft) exterminating parricides and pfijtsri 

' I in appointing juft, wile and fobcr miniftc 
in defending his country bravely and jufll 
againft his enemies, in difcouraging mad 
augury and other fiiperftilions &c. TW 
canons aifo tended to advance religion i 
virtue among IriJh iubjeds; having reqm 
the man who ljx)ite irreverently of a gd 
prince through hatred or envy to live f 
feven days on bread and water; enjoiDoI 
year's pcnnance on murderers, fornlcaloni 
confulteis of aufpices ; required a thief tof 
pcnnance for half a year, to live on bs 
and water for twenty days and if poffibit 
malte reftitution. Thefe pennances, th« 
inadequate to the offences, muft have 61 
aids to tlie civil tnagiltrate and coolidei^ 
Tqftraints on the coramiffion of crimes. 
; 

I The ancient Getsc or Goths were ul 
latrous and cruel people. They imagii 
the fouls of the deccafed migrated to t 
niolxls, and ufcd to lend in a Ihip a d 
tain chofen meffengcr to convey their W| 
to this God with inftrudlions for the (( 
pofe. He was chofen in the following dI 
ner: A number of men held three jiri 
ereft ; while others tofled a man on I 
that he might fall on them. If he died 
mediately on the fall he was fuppofed W 
an acceptable meflengcr; If he furvived 
was rejefted, and another toffed up as I 
fore 'til! the vile experiment fucceeded( 
Ovid (h) obftrved of the Goths that rt 
was no nation more terrible than they: ' 

(a] Atberti Krantz: Hift: SugcIk, Goth: Oftros: k Vi 
lib: i cap: 31. 
{i) Lib: ii EiilA: tx. Fonra ad Atticum. 
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[Nulla Getis toto gens eft truculentior orhe. ^f^^* 

J. The Vandals, a nation of the Goths and 
.'^ ;i)iflfering from them only in name, were fo 
jcruel.xthat in the litanies of the Chriftians 
Wfsre the following words, a Vandalis libera 
ms Domine, from the Vandals O Lord deli- 
ver 113 (c). The fpirit of Chriftianity might 
I .naturally be fuppofed to have had confidera- 
f bic influence on the minds and hearts of this 
I people; and this fuppofition is confirmed hy 
Prudcntius, Orofius and other writers of the 
5Ch and 6 th centuries. 

Zaxavit Scythicas verbo penetrante pruinas (d) 

Fix. ivangelica ; Hircanas quoq fervida brumas 

Sohity ut exutus glacie jam mollior amnis 

Caucafea de cote fluit Rhodopeius Hebrus 

M^uevere Get a feritajq: cruenta Geloni 
\ ftfl^tf merOi Jitiens exjanguia pocula mifcet 
\^XSHftUTa JacTQS Cbrifti de /anguine potus. 

?!rhat evangelic vbice with piercing found 
fe Rdax'd the Scythian froft, Hircania's cold 
|Thaw*d at religion's glow as Hebrus roU'd 
f jEiom Caucafean rocks, his fetters thaws 
f- iki bland approach of fpring ; the Gctas toa 
Grew mild. 

T^c fiercenefs of the wild Geloni 
f; ASaviour's blood imbibes, all healing draught ! 
iUd' finks fubducd in new-born gentlenefs(^(f). 

y The Goths and Vandals it is true committed 
■ 3c?aftation in the Roman empire after they 

(0 Rerum Polon: Scriptores torn: ii p: i». 
' {d] Prudent: in Apotheofi v: 494 cum notis Delphini. 
(Q TuBflation of Wm* Prcftoa banifter, 

became 
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Nam Slmul terris animi/q: duri 
Et Sua BeJJi mve duriorcs 
Ntmt oves fa£fi duce te greganlur 
Pacts in aulam* 

^afqtte cervices dare Jerviluli 
Semper a hllo indomili negarurtt 
Nunc jugo vert domim JubaSlas 

Slernere gaudent. 

O vices rerum ! iene ver/a forma ! 
Iitvii monies prius et crucHti 
Nunc tegunt verjos monacbss latrenes J 
Pacts alumnos. 

]ifos i^t quBndam fuerat ferarum 
Nunc ibi ritus vigel angelorum • 

^t latet jajlus quibus ipje latro 

yixit in antris. 

From land to land with one accord 
SliaJI founds of gratulation flow 
When Chrift (hall to his healing word 
The ftubborh nations bqw. 



Where fleet and fnows eternal beat 

And Boreas reigns with fierce control ' 

With facred glow religion's heat '' 

Kow thaws the winter of the foul, ( 

The Beffi rude and favagc kind | 

Hard as their native fnows and cold ^ 

Are drawn like lambs with gentle mind : 
To the Almighty Ihepherd's fold. 

The tribes that rear'd the haughty crcft 
'Gainft rule and laws in bloody fight ■ 
Invite with hallow'd love pofleft 
'Jfheir Saviour's yoke and burden light. 
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e of Rome from the Goths have been 
;erated i and an author {m) who uni- 
^ labours to afperfe Chriftianity and its 
Tors relu6tantly acknowledges that *' the 
ire learned and judicious contemporaries 
re forced to confefs, that infant Rome 
I formerly, received more effential in- 
f from the Gauls than Ihe now fuftain- 
from the Goths in her declining age." 



e Befli a people of Thrace were diftin- ^^ ^fft* 
d for theft, robbery and other crimes, B«ffi/ 
: Ovid(») was in exile he lamented in 
ifFerent paflages his neighbourhood with 
md other barbarians. 

ere quam mi/erumeji inter BeJJbfq, Getqfq. 
^omatde ctngunt fera gens, Bejftque Getaque. 

lappy change wrought on this people in 
li century by Nicetas a biOiop of the 
s thus partly exprefled in the following 
f his contemporary Paulinus ((?)• 

uibus jam tunc rejonabit ilia 
diis telluSi ubi tu rigentes 
ces Chrijio fera colla tniti 

Subdere Gentes. 

q: Ripbais Boreas in oris 
lat denfts fluvios pruinis 
gelu mentes rigidas Superno 

Igne refolvis^ 

Jibbon. 

riftia iii. Eleg: lo & iv. Eleg: L 

blioth: Pacrum vol. vi. p* 494* 

Nam 
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CHAP, female who having cured the king's fon wiSy) 
fuppofcd to poffcfs miraculous powers. Ifc* 
confequencc of their converfion each of thei|i;>i 
no doubt reprobated idolatrous and cruel prio- 
ticei and exercifed feme virtues little knom 
to the Pagans. Spanifh hiftory does not fijTfJ 
nidi (Ironger inftances of piety and virtufff 
than in Fernandus and his fon Alphonfus wb^^ 
reigned in the loth century. A little befori^i 
his death the former publickly put on jjii*^ 
diadem and royal robes and thus addreflcd tli^lio 
Lord with a loud voice. " O Lord, the power^ 
is thine> the kingdom is thine, thou artf^ 
king oves-all kings, every thing is.fubjcftjj. 
to thy command, the kingdom which I rpfij ; 
" ceived at thine hands I reftore, I comcnit^a j 
** my foul to thy care" {a). Having utteiidj! \ 
thefe pious words he (tripped off his royi^n 
robes, prayed for pardon of his fins, did pcih^i 
nance and expired. Men no doubt are ofteftf} 
religious and virtuous without affeftatiqn of^ 
fanftity; but fincere piety cannot fail of pn>-^ 
ducing its natural fruits in<iioral virtue. Ttab 
following encomium on Alphonfus prince of);'! 
Afturia proves he inherited his father's rs^^ 
tues. In his days juftice flourifhed, ■feryituffci;^ 
received a deadly bbw, tears confolation, thcf' 
faith encreafe, his territories enlargement, bif'i ' 
right hand was the fafegiiard of his country, ♦'■ , 
defence without fear, his foul was too great. 
to be confined to the narrow limits of Aftu-r 
n2i(b). The exemplary conduft of fuch «. 
prince muft have improved his fubjeds in mor 
rals and happinefs! Where a king is picas 
and worthy, v*^e may conclude there are thw . 

(a) Rrderici Tolet: dc rebus Hifp: p. 234, 
((») lb:jp. 239. 
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Ab in his kingdom equally religious and ^j^^* 
ral who are not named in the annals of ^^^v^ 
oiy. 

Chriftianity was highly beneficial to the Its eflWb 
tns, Geloni and other barbarous nations ^ms^ 
6 received it. The Huns worlhipped Gcioni, 
Xf fwords as gods and exceeded all other aSo^ 
tfarians in cruelty even towards their own *c 
Hren. They flayed or mangled the faces 
Iheir male infants on the day they were 
If; to accuflom them to bear pain and 
iinds even from their birth, or to ftrike 
por into their enemies by their frightful 
fcfl:. They roamed about without any 
si abode, fubfiftcd on herbs and half- 
den flefli, were deftitute of truth and al- 
ft ftrangers to the diflPerence of right and 
'xig(a). Jerome(^) obferves of the Huns 
* their neighbours dreaded them more than 
bipwreck in a ftorm, and that they were 
P-anxiot}s for their own fafety thaa for the 
Iftity of their virgins. Their converfion 
ft begun by Theotimus {c) a Chriftian ^qu 
Sbfopher whofe pious inftru<5lions and ex- 
Ifriary condudl: muft have foftened and im- 
fenrcd •the morals at leaft of his profelytes* 
frdas their king embraced Chriftianity at 
teftantinoplc in the prefeqce of Ju(linian, ^^^ 
i on his return home demolifhcd their 
topics and idols ; which fo provoked his 
Igan fubjeds that they murdered him and 
fed his brother to the throne (^^J. It is 

|r) Amm: Marcell: xxxi, 4— Joriuiad: de r«hu8 Geticis cap) 

■*Beatus Rhen: lib: ii p: iii, 

hj Baron: Annal: 395. 

*J Ibid An: 402. 

^ ^heoph; Chrooo|: p: tjOi 

probable 
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c^kt. probable the bulk of them continued in 

. '"• J unconverted and barbarous ftate 'till tb 

jM- were lubdued by Charlemagne vvhofc auth 

rity and religion ■.foon brought them frc 

' favage cruelty to foftnefs and civilizatii 

The Geloni were fo barbarous that th 

clothed themfelves in fkins; and the H« 

fancied they appeafed their gods by huqi 

viflims, were addiifted to luft and rapli 

put to death the aged and infirm and 

quired wives to kill themfelves at the ton 

of their hufbands {e). The following line 

Prudencius expr-efles the wretched ftate 

fonie barbarous nations and their itnpro) 

ment by the Gofpel; 

Manjuevtre Get£, feritafque cruenta Gdm 
LaSe mero. 



Chrifliamty was likewife ufefiil to the 

gi an idolatrous people of Scythia who 
barbaroudy created by their princes befis 
their converfion. Thefe tyrants ufed to fofo 
from parents their- moll: beautiful boys, mac 
them eunuchs, fold them to the Roma 
and killed the parents themfelves ; left thi 
fhouid revenge the injuries offered to tht 
children. The emperor Juftinian prohibit 
this cuftom and appointed men to inftra 
them in Chriftianity and to wean tbera (rol 
the idolatrous and cruel praflices which wd 
common among them (/). Since the coo 
verlion of idolatrous and fierce nations tiM 
neccffarily reprobated cruel practices, ha» 
been foftened in their manners and enjoyo 
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feveral benefits to which they had been chap, 
jlrangd's and which are ftiil unknown to v.^r-v^^ 
imconverted nations. 

■ Some ancient German nations praftifed itscffcai 
[idolatrous and cruel rites ; worlhipped Hercu- g" rm*^ 
les and Mars and immolated human vidims to o^^^^ 
iTcutanes or Mercury {c). They were fo un- 
bultivated that they fubfifted moftly on milk 
iuid on the flefh of wild beads, lived in filthy 
^uts with their cattle and clothed themielves 
frith (kins ; until Crotholdus, Sidonius, Win- 
bifred and other pious and good men (J) in- 
nru£ted them in religion, in morality, in let- 
sers and in feveral comforts and conveniencies 
to which they had been ftrangers. Crothol- 
3us. bifhop of Worms made many converts ^^ 
by his diligent and faithful expofition of the 
divine word; and Sidonius who preached at 54S* 
Mentz is thus extolled for his piety^ virtues 
|nd care of his flock. 

9i vigili cuftode lupus non diripit agnos, 
] ^epqfcente Gregem non avis ulla per it 
, Te dollrina probum^ providentia facra modeftum 
Fecit ef e/oquio vincere mella tuo. 

Winnifrcd or Boniface a Briton may be called 
Hii/t apoflle of the Germans $ having been 
tbore luccefsful than any of his predeccfTors in 
npanding their minds, foftening their manners 
and in leading them from cruelty to mercy and 
loving kindnefs. He converted the Hefiians 
and Turingi ; but unfortunately blended the 
genuine precepts of Chriftianity with certain 

{$) Tacit: de moribus cap: ix. La£i: i, ai, U Mafcou's Hiit 
Germany. 
Id) Vide Fantaleon de Virii iUuaribus Germanic. 

dodrines 
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doiftrines and 4>ra£lices unauchorifed I 
Scriptures (i). But after Sis long and ft 
ful exertions among other nations he ' 
length tnurdered by the Frifians whom 1 
labouring to convert. Wilihardus or ' 
brord a Briton and Luitgcrus had more ( 
with thefe barbarians: and to the cx< 
of fuch men the Frifians owed the ex- 
code of laws (/) which was framed for 
foon after their converfioii. In fuca 
ages other religious perfonages exerted 
influence to render tlie Germans virtuou 
happy ; the chief of which was queen I 
da ig) who reigned in Germany in the 
century. She employed a great part c 
fortune in a£ts of mercy, and was incel 
engaged during her hufband's abl'encei 
wars in vifitirg and feeding the poor, ia 
ing the fick and prifoners and in rclicvii 
neccflitous of every defcripiion. So mud 
ty and worth in a queen muft have been 
ly edilying to her fubjeits and iinprovcd 
condition in virtue and happinefs ! 

A learned writer (i) ha? proved thfl 

'"*^^* ancient nations facrificed human vidid 

GauiF, their gods before the promulgation o 

|u'"g'u""''Gofpe!. The Gallic druids did fo in C 

diaiis. time : which hideous practice was reprt 

by every man who profeffed the religi 

Chrift. Chriftianity was received in Gai 

produced fruits there at an early period: 

BardcUnes {k) a heredc of the ad ct 
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iL/obierved> that Chriftians did not violate the ^^^^' 
\ ^marriage bed in Baftria and <Gaul as was * ,' j; 
•^. customary in Pagan nations. However it is 
l^cprobablc the majority of the people were 
^^not converted nor reformed to a much later 
r;^riod. Before the converiion of the Franks 
5 a Heathen (I) writer reprefented them as 
Ireacherous and deceitful, totally regard lefs of 
.£^.^ir words and accuftomed to break faith 
j. r.jiKth a laugh or fmile on their countenances : 
|> ^-fad they retained nearly the fame character 
^IfiJk the 5th century when Salvianus {m) thus 
^l^prcffed himfelf: The Saxons are ferocious, 
»tjdbe Franks faithlefs, the Gepidse inhuman, the 
«^wCfauni lafcivious » in fhort all the barbarians 
^fre (hockingly vicious. But Agathias {n) who 5^7* 
^jWrote after their converfion compliments them 
I ;^ their fidelity and juftice. Clovis the ift 
p aiiug of the Franks, having been but little ^'^ 

-iioquainted with Chriftianity, could not be fup- 
\ -dpled much influenced by its fpirit or precepts. 
^Sfit bis fon Theodoric abrogated the idola- 
trous rites of the Franks, Alemanni and Bava- 
nwis and made confiderable improvements in 
il^Klaws of thefe nations.- But as thefe laws 
f.did not extirpate Pagan vices ^ they were re- 
vYicwcdand improved fuccefljvely by Hildebert, 
;Lotharius and Dagobert, the laft of which af- 
\- ^fifted by his nobles and bifhops expunged ^^** 

^^fvcry thing inconfiftent with Chriftianity, or 
I [ilteitd them fo as to anfwer every purpofc and 
[ Jofuit his fubjefts in thofe three nations (^). 
^^ /a writer (y) of the 5th century fpcaks of the 

4 

^ (0 Vopifcus in procuU vita Hiil: Augudje Scrlptores, p. 247* 
\ (fli) De Guberoatione Dei lib: iv. Sc Procop: ii^ 25. 



Lib: T, p. 13. £<]it. Paris 1660. 
{p) Aleman: rerum ScripCores, Com: 2, 
(f) Oroftus^ vii: 32. 
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^n^^' dcftruftive progrefs of the Pagan Burgundianl 

% y ■! who fettled in Gaul ; but fays Chriftianity fai^ 

330. tened that ferocious people and induced cheiQ 

to treat the Gauls not as a conquered peopli 

but as brethren. However the oblervatraQ 

applied only to thofe Burgundians who em* 

^jy^ braced Chriftianity in that century, not to 
thofe who retained their ancient opinions and 
pradices to the 6th and 7th centuries. In tta 
latter end of the 6th Columbanus and otbflC 
pious Irifhmen vifited France for the conver- 
lion of the Burgundians^ Franks and other 
inhabitants of Gaul from falfe to true religioiv 
from ferocity to mildnefs and from vice ift 
virtue. Some of the Burgundians not only 
ihut their ears againft the pious inftrudions rf 
Columbanus but whipped and banifhed bioht 
crying out, thefe are^ our ancient gods, tl» 
guardians of this place who hitherto furniihed.' 
us with fuccour and relief (r). The learning 
and exemplary condu6t of thofe pious moob 
mull have produced falutary efFcfts on the mo' 
rals of all with whom they were concerned 
Their difcourfes were inftruftive and perfut-' 
five ; having been illuftrated by their profound 
humility, patience and indefatigable charity. 

ira Theodoric king of Burgundy was delightd 
with the life and converfation of ColumbaOi 
often vifited him, and folicited his prayers with 
refpeft and affection. Yet fuch civilities, 
could not reft rain him from pointing out the 
king's faults efpecially that of keeping concu- 
bines; and he prevailed with him fo far it 
laft that he promifed to reform in that parti- 
cular (j). Ke alfo reproved Brunechild 



f 

V) Alcman; rcruoi Scriptores torn: i, p» 236, 237. 

[s) I>^: Mabill: 2d Lecedicl: age. Cuyw'& £cc1: Librarfi h 
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king's grandmother for various vices, 
ce and other nations owed mtich to de- 

perfbnages who recommended the pre* 
\ of the Gofpcl by their pious examples, 
sn Rodigunda protected Widows and or- sn 
[$y diligently fearched out perfoiis who* 
r reduced in their fortunes and tck) bafhful 
eg, conQdered herfelf as ^attending her 
3ur in the perfons of tht poor, and was 
five to eftablifh piety arid morality a- 
3 her fubjects. She took particular care 
Sep her heart from being corrupted by the 

grandi^ur of the world, and wds a de^ 
d enemy to the vanities and cxtrav^an- 
of courts. Virtues like hers while they 
loted the happinefs muft have had fome 
t on the actions of her fubjects (a). But 
U the royal profeflbrs of Chriftianity nond 
5 been more zealous in- recommending re- 
»n and virtue than the emperors Charle- 
5ne and Lewis the Pious. The former 
ned in the end of the 8th and begin- 
5 of the 9th centuries j and the latter who 

his fon fucceeded to the power and pie^ 
)f his father. Charlemagne notwithftanding 
intolerance and other faults poffefled many 
Dwmcnts, learnings valour and fcveral vir- 
\. He underftood Greek thoroughly, 
ce Latin fluently, fludied aftronomy ana 
liberal arts, and encouraged eminent maf- 

to fettle in his dominions for his owri 
ication and for the improvement of hia 
efts. His pcrfon was graceful, his body 
lift and his courage hcroical; he provide* 
liberally for paftors, attended divine fei:« 

I Greg: Turoii: Ub: iil cap: 4, lib: vi cap: 34 k Baroai 

P vice 
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^"n^* vice twice a day and was diftinguifhcd fiSP 
juftice, clemency and other virtues. " The 
Gapitula or ecclefiaftical and civil laws of 
thefe emperors are full of piety and zeal ftr 
religion, and enjoin both with all the wcighc 
of their authority. Charlemagne recommend- 
ed the capitula to his fubjedls from a fpiric 
of charity, as he informs us, and in imita- 
tion of king Jofias who made a circuit thrioi' 
his kingdom correfting, admonifhing and 
recalling his people to the worlhip of the 
true God (d). Above fifty of the laws of 
Charlemagne and Lewis were tranfcribed 
from the Mofaic code, fome of them from 
the words of the Gofpel, many of them from 
its fpirit and ftill more of them from the 
canons of councils. From the Mofaic code 
thofe princes borrowed their laws relative to 
taking the name of God in vain, horiour* 
ing parents, dealing and felling men, killing 
fervants, ftriking pregnant women, burnii^ 
fields or ftacks of corn and (educing or de- 
filing virgins. To the fame fource we arc 
to afcribe the laws relative to falfe witnefii 
to forcery, magic, murder, adultery, beftiali- 
ty, difturbing a bird nurfing it's young, cx- 
cufing men juft married from war or other 
bufinefs, with many other juft and humane 
laws {/) borrowed from the Mofaic writing! 
which now make a part of the Chriftian 
lyftem. The capitula {tn) contain excellent 
inftniftions for princes, for the clergy and 
laity ; furnifliing princes with pious and mo- 
ral Icflbns too numerous to be infertcd in 

• 

{d) L'ndenbrog: Pracfatio Caroli Mjgni. 

it) Lindeabrog: CapiiuU Regi m Friii;cufum lib: vi p: 9<«« 

(«y lb: lib: i cap: Si, i6o, 

a work 
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% ^Mirk of this kind. In one of the capi- ^|Jf'* 
-kula princes are required to educate thein 
tbiklren in the fear ot God> to refrain from 
thofe vices they wi(h to fupprefs in 
Others^ and to afford examples of piety, 
peace, charity and concord on the exercife 
of which depends the happinefs of a king- 
dom and a people (»)• Thofe emperors 
commanded ccclefiaftics to let their light fo 
ihine before men that they may fee their 
flood works and glorify their father which 
:is in> heaven. The capitula require the cler* 
^ to exhort their flecks to love God and 
their neighbour, to have faith and hope in 
Godj to pra£tife humility, patience, chaftity^ 
tncrcy and loving kindnefs^ to confefs their 
£ns, to forgive men their trefpafles and to 
avoid thofe vices which the Scriptures con- 
demn, namely fornication^ uncleannefs, luxu- 
ly, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred^ variance^ emu- 
lations, envyings &c. &c. The laws of 
thofe emperors recommend peace and con- 
cord as a mark of the ' true faith, as accep- 
table to God and agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures; and recite fevcral paflages of thent 
to induce men to live picufly, juCtly and 
bcnevolendy. One of thofe laws makes true 
charity to confift in loving God more tham 
ourfeWes, our neighbour as ourfelves and in 
doing nothing to others which we would not 
wifh' to be done to ourfelves. Another of 
* them repiefents the folly of deftroying the 
. foul for any thing in this world, for what 
profiteth a man to gain the whole world 
and. lofe his own foul ? One of them for- 
bids us to fear him who can deftroy the 

ff) JUmlavici Capit: Addlu tdg, 

P a body, 



ftU ^be Etfiory of the BffeSK 

^m^' body, but him who can dcftroy both foul 
and body in hell: and another, with dio ^ 
pfalmill, condemns him who confents to Qt 
connives at an oSence as a partaker of th^ 
guiit. The capicula of thofe emperors, not. 
only quote the Scriptures, but the canooi 
of feveral councils for the difcouragemcot 
of vice and the advancement of virtue i 
and threaten to excommunicate the cUra. 
or laity who refufed to obey the ht^^ 
ihops as the canons required. The bifhopi! 
{10 doubt drew up this code and pj^^ 
vailed on the emperors to give it tiim 
fandion; nor could laws fupporced by cbft 
authority of Scripture, of emperors and o^ ; 
the clergy have failed to produce many hi^pgf \ 
cflfeds. The emperor Charlemagne paid.jeak \ 
traordinary attention to the poor not onlf) 
in his own dominions, but lent money tak 
the relief of the indigent to the cities. d;' 
Syria and Egypt; and folicited the alliance^ 
of foreign princes that he might more cif; , 
fily prevail on them to fuccour the necefli^ 
tous in their refpedive dominions (/). SoiQC| 
** time before his death he publickly exhortov 
his Ton Lewis to give alms in the name of 
the Lord, to afTifl men deftitute of huraait 
aid, to love and fear God, to obferve bk 
precepts, to honour the clergy as fathers, Cft 
love his fubjefts as children and to keefi, 
himfelf blamelefs. Having delivered this c»-. 
hortation he rcfigned his crown and devoted \ 
the remainder of his days to prayers, alms-? 
giving and other religious exercifes {g). Sued, 
exhortations from fuch a man muft bavt 



(/) Albert!: Stadcnfis Chron: p: 76 & feq. 
i£) Theagenes de Geftis Ludovici Pii. 
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been highly edifying in his extenfive domi- ^^A^- 
nionss and a£lually had an happy efFed on 
his fbn Lewis who afterwards obtained the 
ntle of Lewis the Pious. Lewis was a weak 
tnA violent prince^ propagated Chriftianity 
with zeal and in his general conduct a6ted 
ajgreeably to its letter and fpirit (b). He 
ient thro* the kingdom officers called mij/i{t) 
to hear complaints, to redrcft grievances, ta 
ftc that the poor were not negledbed and 
tbat the judges did not pervert juftice $ and 
the perfons ufually fcnt were bifhops or re^ 
Itgious laymen who were not likely to receive 
bribes. In fhort he redrefTed fuch of his fub^ 
jtBis as fufFered injuflice or opprcflionj ref- 
tofcd their eftates to fuch as were defrauded, 
Emancipated thofe who were unjuftly enflav- 
cd and in other refpeds adted conformably 
to the fpirit of the Gofpel. Nor was the 
ififluence of Charlemagne and Lewis confin^ 
cd to one kingdom, but extended to the 
Saxons, Bavarians and other nations which 
"mti^ fubjefl: to their authority. But of all 
dfe kings of France none was better calcu- 
lated than Lewis 9th to improve his fubjefts 
in religion and virtue. His pious mother 
Blanche fowed early the feeds of piety, cle- 
mency and jqflice in his heart; add taught 
llim that he was placed above his fellow- 
oeatures with no other view than that of 
promoting their happinefs. She laboured to 
give him an abhorrence of vice; and the 
feltowing faft proves fhe had wonderful fuc* 
Clefs. Lewis who was a beautiful youth of 
twenty having afked Joinville whether he "3^ 

Q) Theag: 

IQ Vide Pu Cansc vox Mim k Baluzii Capitularia. 

would 
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I CHAP, would cboofc lo be afflifted with the 1 _ 
■ , <y Of to commit one mortal fin ; that gei^ 
ttcman ffcely declared he would rather \ 
guiicy of ihiity mortal fins than have i' 
loafhloinc dilcafe. •' Joinvillc," faid 
prii'CCt " vou are not Tcnfible what it Is t 
** offend Godi be alFurcd there is no cvl 
«' comparable to that you fo cafily prefer 

r" for »c art fcarce ever iure that our pea 
" nance will efface that ilain of the foul, 
As he advanced in years he ri-tained tt 
firengthened thofc pious ideas. He dcvott 
a grcit part of his time to reading the Scry 
ttires; but thought he pronioied the glffl 
of God as m.ich by advancing the good i 
his fubjcfts as by afts of Cevotion. P 
ftri^ly oblcrved the laws of God. was pi 
tient and merciful to all who offended hir 
and ftudied to make jieace and juQice 
flourifh in his dominions. He vifited all |1 
provinces of his kingdom to corteft abofa 
to rcdrrfs gritvinces and to prevent vex^ 
lious fi-its and the partiality of the juda 
He endeavoured to banilh luxury and cw 
Tagance from his court, and paid little attn 
tion to magnificent palaces or expenfive fu( 
niture ; but employed his, money for |] 
good of his people and for the relief ■ 
the poor, efpccially of poor lepers for whi 
he gave frequent proofs of his tender cot^ 
cern. Having c.mfidered the poor as tlrt 
proper rcprelcnraliv. s of Chrjlt; he daily ftd 
120 of ihem, and in lent and Advent k 
lioufe was open to all who folicited relW 
He fupporrcd a certain numb?r of reduced 
gentlemen and of defolatc widows; and bi»lt 
for the blind a large houfe called the biif- 
pital of fifteen fcore, becaufc it contained 
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■ 300 *when it was crefted. During the fa- ^^^p, 

• mine which raged in Normandy, Guienne c^i^v^, 

* a|n4 ' Poictou he cxpreffed his concern for 
ri|ic poor and affliftedj by ordering them 
.;aj liipply of corn and by excufing thofe 
i Dfovinccs from the ufual taxes and cuf- 
: tfims(m). Such were the happy fruits of the 
'religion of this -prince; though it muft be 
; KUowed to have been blended with fupcrfti- 

tibq and in fome few points carried to ex- 
(s. In the life of this prince we may 
cc the effefts of fuperflitionj but pafs 
iem over in filence, as they are not char- 
'geable on Chriftianity but on exceflfes of it: 
i|ad the fame obfervation is applicable to 
ipsLpY other excellent perfons who in fome 
inl^ances ran into extremes both in religion 
and virtue. Voltaire (») obferve that Chrif- 
&nity which ought to have humanized man- 
Ifjod did not hinder Clovis from aflaflinating 
flic petty fovercigns his neighbours. But 
bow unreafonable to expe£t that a prince 
Who embraced it merely in compliment to 
l3fr* wife Ihould be perfeftly influenced by a 
ii^igion the genius of which he did not tho- 
roughly underftand? So imperfeft was his 
knowledge of it and fo ignorant was he of 
Ihe dcfign of Chrift's fufferings, that be ex-t 
clamed (q) at the recital of them " bad J 
** Ifeen prefeni with my valiant Franks 1 Jhould 
^\ bave revenged bis injuries.'' 

\ . When the Roman empire was fub verted |f^®^'j^J 
by its barbarous invaders (r), it became fpHt lawsofth* 

™ ■ ^ ^ . Vifigoths, 

' <"•) Joinville and Matth: Paris: 

in) Hift: ch: x. 

(f) Greg: Turon: Hift: Franc; cap: XX^ 

• V) Mvinci lib; iv p: 780. 
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™AP. jjjto different kingdoms each of which fbrnkq 
led a government and laws for itfdf. Moft'o 
of thofe barbarians, having no written \skm^ 
were affifted in firaming them by the codirio- 
of Theodofius and Juflinian and by the le^^ 
ter or fpirit of the Chriftian religion. We^j 
find religious ideas blended with the civil iiir>:9 
ftitutions of the firft Chriftian lawgivcrsf j 
and the laws of the Vifigoths> AngIo*Saxoi%i| 
Lombards, Bgrgundians, Alamanni, Franki'.iq 
&c. are admirable for rude nations ju^i(| 
emerging from barbarifm mofl: of which ba^sl 
no written laws before. If we perufe dit'i 
frodes of many Chriftian lawgivers as coUcAJHql 
ed by Lindenbrog and Wilkins^ we (hall hffii 
convinced that many of their laws were die»^ 
tated by the Golpel and by the clergy ^hi^ 
employed their innuence with religious prinon n\ 
in promoting the public good as well as tbM^ 
intereft of the church : tho* certain writcflM^ 
dwell entirely on their avarice, ambition ^v!} 
other vices and fupprefs every thing that ■* 
was praifeworthy in them. Nothing can givjf: ^ 
a better idea of the opinions and nianners it * 
a people than their laws; and furely avidf**? 
of the laws of the Vifigoths muft convince "* 
any man that they were powerfully inSuenc-: *• 
cd by the Chriftian fyftem. Euric or Thcf ; ' 
&^ odoric king of the Vifigoths framed laws for'- ' 
his people who had no written laws, noj: -^ 
any laws but thcfc of cuftom (/). The * 
laws of Euric were improved by Lcwigil-!/ 
dus in 575, by Chindafwinthus in 642 and i 
by Recefwinthus in 650; and reviewed ia : 
686 by Egica aflifted by the 16th council : 
pf Toledo. Thefe kings of the Vifigoths 

■ 

(/) Prolegomena Lindenbroeu 
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hcd twelve books of laws j in imitation ^j^* 
ic code of Juftinian from which they 
wed many of their religious and pbliti- 
iftitutions. The firft book of the Vifi- 
code urges princes to goodnels by reli- 
; confiderations, and defcribes the quali^ 
3f good lawgivers and of good laws on 
EHan principles. In the firft book a good 
e is promifed peace on earth ^nd hap- 
s in heaven, a celeftial kingdom in the 
I of filthy gold, a crown of glory in- 
of a purple diadem. A prince or law- 
is required to fhew his goodnefs by 
lWs, by regarding his fubjefts more than 
wn private intereft, and by being tem- 
e towards the guilty, gentle to ftran- 
and more attentive to good works than 
laking orations. Recefwinthus enjoined 
to learn juftice from the Scriptures; 
to pr^ftifc this virtue if they wifhed ta 
a the divine favour («;)• " When earthly 
rtcntates," fays this lawgiver, " advance 
(B public good and promote the advan- 
ce of the people with pious compaffion, 
ity direct their ambition towards the moft 
fefal objefts* Formerly the immoderate 
spetices of princes prompted them to plun- 
or their fubiedtsj but at length the dU 
be fpirit has not only reftrained their 
Kcefles but given fubjefts ^ reverence for 
it l^ws." Such pious ideas were proba- 
fi^efled by the clergy who generally 
ed in the formation of laws, and whoier 
tainces, Excommunications &c. were em* 
ed by the Viftgoth kings in pi^Qiing;' 

I Prolegom: Ib^ l( Lex W4%i iib< M p: la 
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le guilty (*). Upon the whole it «fwi 
lat Chriftianity operated powerfully ajidlu 
ily on the laws of the Vifigothsi tliiHj 
Jrtain parts of this code are puerile, tu^ 
ui' iatolerant. 

■a* The code of the Lombards alfo M 

.ihe m^ny excellent laws to the Gofpcl, loj 

»rd« ous princes and to the exertions or \ 

'*"■ clergy. Autharis the firft ChriftiaB king 

i'i. the Lombards fr'med fevcral regulations' 

^ gainft theft, rap ic, murder, adultery i 

other crimes which were common anw 

his fubjecls (y'). The Lombards whe i 

tied in Italy ^bout the middle of die_ ( 

century had no written laws until KoAjj 

Liutprandus and Charlemagne digeftcd 9 

«44- framed laws for them (%). Rotharis 1^ 

juftice, encouraged the emancipation of fin 

punilhed injuries to which fervants w^\ 

pofed and was prompted to afts of mt 

by the letter and fpirit of the Chriftiaaj 

rem. Liutprandus who reigned after R^ 

'""■ ris humanely punillied the niafter who d 

mittcd adultery with his female flavejl 

founded his punithment on the fin of] 

lacing a divine command. He declared 

enaded other laws to avoid the di^lcq 

of God and In compliance with the qJ 

of tlie church. Charlemagne who vaii(^ 

ed many nations improved their codesi^ 

his zeal for religion luggeftcd many lafl 

ihe Lombards after he conquered thilj 

pie. He encreafed the revenues and i 

?iice of the clergy i that tbey might a 



W Ih. p. 14, ,;. 

iy) Anc: Univ: Hift: vol 

(■^ Lindenbrog; Proleg: 
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dually rcftrain vice : fined thbfe who, mo- ™^^' 
id widows, orphans or poor people; and 
Srcd officers called comites to decide their 
ics juftly and not to fuffer their fuits to 
delayed in the courts {a). - The bilhops 
led religious kings in modelling their laws 
ordirtg to juftice and mercy ; and the moft 
srficial view of thofe laws evinces thac 
ly of them were fiiggefted by religious 
fiderations. The laws of the Vifigoths, 
«bards, Anglo-Saxons and other barbarous 
ions whofe rulers were pious and good 
\ were more attentive to flaves, to the 
r br oppreflfed than the laws of the Of- 
[pths, Franks, Burgundians and. other bar- 
ans whofe lawmakers had little refpeft for 
^on or Its teachers. The edi6l of The- 
ric king of the Oftrogoths, the Salic law 
riovis, Childebeft and Clotharius, and the ^^ 
\ of Gundebald king of the Burgundians 
bot appear to have been influenced by 
iftianity in the fame degree with the laws 
fhcr Chriftian lawgivers. The Salic law 
ch was made by men not zealous for 
iftianity contained indeed nothing con- 
f to it; but omitted a regard for wi- 
s, orphans &c. until it was reformed by 
rlcmagne in this effential point. This 
icror improved the laws of the Bavari- 
alfo in many refpefts ; but chiefly in 
eft to the poor whom he affirmed to be 
er the protection of God and of the 
ice (^). A law of the Bavarians prohi- 
d injuring or moletting a fl:ranger; as the 
d hath faid ye fliall not molell a (Iranger 



Lex Longoh: lib: ii tit: xviii xxii xxxviii^ 
Lindenbros: p. ^2, 444 & Prpl^om. 
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CHAP, or a foreigner (x). Even thofc Chri 
princes who had little zeal for religion 
fo far under its influence that they fe 
command or forbid any thing not agrees 
to the Scriptures; which makes their 
lefs exceptionable than thofe of other 
rians who were total flrangers to the Ch^ 
tian religion. However we find in the coddf 
of thofe nations whofe lawgivers were-kw 
influenced by religion fome particular laiil 
the fruits of it: which laws are occafi 
exhibited in different parts of this 

The well informed lawyer muft refpcft C 

tianicy for the laws it gave rife to: itf 
every man who has read even (lightly f^l 
laws of Theodofius and Juftinian, or fi# 
codes of the Viflgoths, Lombards^ Anglo- 
Saxons and other barbarians muft veneitto 
Chriftianity as the fource of many juft tiii 
merciful laws which were totally unknown 
to polifhed as well as uncivilized Pagans. ^ 

on th^^ '^ ^^ confider the flate of other barbarkutf 

Saxons & beforc their converfion to Chriftianity 'W\ 

bswian^^'^' ^"^ ^^ convinccd it enlarged their mindtf 

foftened their hearts and abolifhed cruel pnc^ 

' tices which fubfifled among them. Of dB| 

barbarous naticMis none flood more in need dP 

the light of the Gofj^el than the Sazofli'' 

They were idolatrous and cruel, drew pfC*' 

fages from the chirping bf birds and the neigjh? 

ing of horfes, worfhipped demons, {acriflcdF) 

human victims and violated both divine and 

human laws without fcruplefr^. They hid 

;in idol called Irminfula which was trcawQ* 



(*) Lindenbroj: Lex Baioar: tit; iv cap: 14: 
{f) AUan^: Bremen: p. 8, 
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afly exprcffivc of the martial fpirit prcva* ^^^^' 
among them. The idol was an armed 
lie of a man with a cock on the helmit, a 
r on the brcaft-place and a lion on the 
Id. The temple of this idol was ferved 
prjcfts who pretended to elucidate myfte- 
aixi to foretel events, from the manner 
which blood flowed from captives whofe 
kits cbey (ut or whofe veins they had open« 
4?).. Thefe hideous praftices were totally 
Hoififtent with Chrtftianity and neceflarily 
lilhed among all its profefTors. A writer {/) 
the 6th century thus exprefles the (hock^ 
.condition of the Saxons and their ini* 
cement under bifhop Felix in confequence 
their converfion. 

Bj>era Gens Saxoy vivens quaji more ferino 
4 medicantii Jacram beUua reddit ovem* 

wever the majority of the Saxons remain- 
iQcdnverted to the end of the 8th ccn- 
f when they were fubdued by Charle-* 
]0c and compelled to receive the Gofpel 
fubmit to his authority. He exerte4 
(elf to propogate and eftablifh Chriftianity 
among the Huns, Frifians and other bar-* 
los whofe converfion was imperfe£li to 
cr them lels fierce and more fubmiffive 
is government, and to induce them to 
v^atc the arts of peace inftead of annoy- 
thcir neighbours by piracy or war (f). 
\ Charlemagne's reign," fays Hdmol- 
K C^)> the word of God was difleminated 

Meibomii Irminfula cap: iii, iv, vii. 
Portufiatus ad Felicena BibKo'h: Patrum vol: x. 
Albert! Stjideafit Chion: It Egtnbardi viu CaroU Mami. 
Chroa: 1,3, * 

" among 
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^m'' " among all the nations of the Slav! 
%^,^s^ '* thawed the gelid cold of the north by 
" heat of the divine word," 

• 

Its eflfeas About the middle of the 9th century 
B!i!g»nans, Bulgarians, N^archomanni and Bohemians 
5!^*B^h"* (hockingly idolatrous, facrificed animab. 
nians. honouf of woods, nymphs and demonsi ' 
agined fuch facrifices cured difeafes and- 
thcy themfelvcs poffeffcd a prophetic i 
•while they offered them {a). Wc an 
-fured (b) they had the faces of men with 
hearts of beads, treated polifhed nations 
arrogance and annoyed the inhabitants;! 
Conilantinople by their violence and 
rity. Theodora and the emperor Mi 
^^- called a council of the wifeft fages to 
vife feme expedient for civilizing thofe 
barians, humbling their pride and con< 
ing their regards : and the council 
that the heft expedient was to convert 
to Chriftianicy. For that purpofe they 
on Cyril and Methodius natives of 
llantinople, men diftinguifhed for piety, 
ing and exemplary manners, and fet them 
learn the Slavic ton2[ue to fit them for 
ers. Thefc apoftles were well received 
Bogorcs king of Bulgaria who was fond 
painring, and on that account became 
cularly attached to Methodius who exccOdf. 
in that art. The king having defired hi# 
to exhii^ic feme terrific pifture; the apoflk 
reprefented the final judgment, the cra[h^ 
diirolvino; elements and the deftruftion of d^ 
human race in fuch tremendous colours im 



(a) Diibravii Hift: lib: i cap: 2. 

(i) tialbiai Mirceilaa: Buhemise, Morarue^ SilofiB k U* 
fati*. 

tbr 




barbarian was terrified. Cyril the other 
ioner having informed the king that Chrift 
' to be the judge on that great day and 
[ained his dodrines; the king embraced 
n and all the nobles and people followed 
example, Thefc pious men then quitted 
garia, came to Moravia and in five years 
verted Suatoplucus and his fubjedls, abo- 
ed Paganifm and fubftituted the pradice 
tiie Chriftian virtues. Borivorius prince 
Bohemia, having been on a vidt at the 
irt of Suatoplucus, received baptifm there 890. 
ether with his fuit confiding of 300. 
c two apoftles then went to Bohemia, 
verted the princefs Ludmiila, invented 

Slavic alphabet, tranflated the Old and 
wr Tcftament and fome Greek and Ro- 
1 authors into the Sclavonian language 

founded fchools for acquiring religious, 
•al and literary knowledge {h). In all 
ons where the light of the Gofpel flione 
1 dimly it was produftive of fome be- 
cial teflFefts. Thefe efi^efts were not uni- 
hly produced in the fame nation nor even 
the fame diftrift, but varied in different 
es and places according to the piety and 
I of princes and the clergy, to the quan- 
of inftruftion conveyed and to the qua- 

of the foil in which the feeds of the 
[pel were fowed. Winccflaus duke of 
lemia who flouri(hed in the middle of 

loth century was pious, humble and 
iperatje, and direfted his eflforts to the 
pagation of Chriftianity in Bohemia; in 
oiition to his mother and brother who 
z inclined to Paganifm. Having prevailed 

# 

Ibid. 

againft 
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^?H^* againfl: thefe and againft Radiflain 
Gurima who fided with them, be 
thoughts to the encouragement of 
the reformation of abufes and the tr~: 
ment of peace and juftice in his doer 
He vifited the fick, clothed the nakccn: 
tifcd humility, removed corrupt juda^i 
nilhed fuch nobles as opprefled theicr 
and made regulations for (lopping futw 
prelfions (k). However his attacbcna 
Chriftianity and his pious regulations 
him his life; for he was aflaflfmated bf. 
contrivance of his own mother and farad 
to the fatisfadion no doubt of all Paf 
and tyrants. i 

in th?^* There is no part of Ghriftendoffl J 

Danes. ftood mofc in need of the Gofpel tbn^ 

Scandinavian nations. Saxo GratiUDt^ 

Adamus Bremenfis, Dithmar, Arngrim Job! 

Key flier and other authors point out thclhflB 
ing condition of the Danes, Swedes &c. h 
fore their converfion. The Danes imagK 
their gods eijecially Odin, Thor and Fit 
were delighted with human vidlims. A 
cording to the Icelandic mythology Od 
the Tupreme god of the northern nations' 
called the terrible and fevere god, the &tl 
of llaughter, the depopulator, the incendii 
the adtive and roaring deity, who gi^ 
victory and rcviveth courage in the conft 
who namcth thofe that are to be flaio. 
was believed he often defcended to inten 
in the conflift, to inflame the fury of 
combatants, to llrike thofe who were to pc 

(k) Diibravii Hift: Eoiemiar, iEne« Sylvius lib: ii CJ 
f5» Hiil: Polon: Corpui, 
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i Warriors going to battle made a vow to fend 

bun 9^ certain number olT fouls whoq^ he was 

C0 veccive at Valhalla his ordinary rcfidence; 

Jjiie adopts for his children all who are flain 

with fwords in their hands and admits thehi 

M heroes into his palace : they only who died 

'lighting could afpire to the pleafutes prepared 

'^ them in Valhalla (^c). The pleafures they 

"^jcp^tfibed in the next world fhew what they 

•neMhcd in this, namely, fighdng, (ating^ 

>drioking and women. In Valhalla they ex* 

' aefted the daily pleafure of ranging theniielvea 

3A order of battle and of cutting each other to 

pieces ; but as foon as the hour of repaft ap- 

{MTOacbed they were to return on horfeback all 

ifilfe and unhurt to eat and drink in the hall of 

^^Odcn. l^be flefh of the boar Serimnar was 

/filfficient for them all ; every day it was ferved 

4Q^At table and every day was renewed again 

4Ptixe» Their drink was beer and mead ; one 

"^M^ goat furniOied enough of thefe liquors 

«tfl> iotoxicate all the heroes, their cups were 

^i^ikulls of the enemies they had (lain : Oden 

^^Qoe who fat at table by himfelf drank wine 

.:t)tr bis entire liquor. A crowd of virgins 

jyiUfied upon the heroes at table and filled theii^ 

««iqpa as faft as they empded them {a). It was 

• Ibe hope of fuch joys which prompted the 

iSPMVlioavi^ns to defy death and even feek it 

clbwb ardour. The following extrafts from 

'^fC ode of king Regner Lodbrog point out 

R^ttc genius of the northern nations. We 

yftMight with fwords that day wherein I faw 

%|i thoufand of my foes rolling in the duft 

' : ,(f) IfftUet KMthcm Antiq; ch: vi« 

(mj Keyfltr'f Aatlq: Sept: foft: ii, p: i$6» 
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^^^p. ppar a promontory in England* A dc«^ of', 
blood diftilled from our fwords. The plca- 
fnxt of that day was equal to that of dafp^^ 
ing a fair virgin in my arms, or of killing a- 
youhg widow at the head of the table. la 
the ifles of the fbuth died many of my va-^' 
liant warriors. In the (hower of arms Rog-*^ 
valdur- fell, I loft my fon. The birds rf 
prey bewailed his fa41, they loft him that* 
prepared them banquets. What is the happy- 
portion of the brave but to fall in the midft- 
of a ftorm of arrows {m) ! That king tbi0> 
expreffed himfelf {a) a little before his deadh' 
We are cut to pieces with fwords, but thii 
fills me with joy when I think on the feaft;. 
that is preparing for me in Oden*s palace;. 
Quickly, quickly feated in the fplendid balH«^ 
tation of the gods, we (ball drink beer out 
of the fkulls of our enemies. A brave nuft 
fears not to die, I (hall utter no timorous 
words as I enter into the hall of OdeiL^ 
According to the northern mythology (^) they 
who died of difeafe or old age fared miferab^ 
in the nej^t world. To fuch the palace rf 
death was anguifti, her table famine, her wai-' 
ters were expedation and delay, the threffaoU 
of her door was precipice, her bed leannefi, 
ibe was livid and ghaftly and her very ioob' 
inlpired horror. In coni'equence of fuch no- 
tions of futurity fome rather than die in thdr- 
beds got themlelves carried into the field of 
battle and died there, or put themfelves to 
death in fome other way {c). Surely fuch opini- 
ons tended to render the Scandinavian nations 
fierce and delperate and to infpire them with* 



im) Mallet. (a) Mallet ch. xu 

(i; Edda tabic x. (0 Mallet ch: ix. 
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i^h enthufiaftic thirft for blood. Even the ^^^^ 
Danilh- women exercifed war and piracy and 
had their ainas^ns ; left the Greeks alone 
ihould boaft of them {d). The Pagan Panes 
offered human viftims to their gods, captives 
in ciniie of war, flaves in time of peace, and 
in cafe of a famine or other public calamity 
their king, as the higheft price for averting 
the divine anger. They entertained fuch er- 
roneous ideas of a future fcace that they fome- 
times' piic th'ethfelves to death in compliance 
with their fuperftitions ; and on the death 
of a hero or chief, his arms, his cocks, his 
charger, dogs and domeftic attendants were 
placed with him on the pile : his dependants^ 
friends and favourite wife frequently folicited 
death to ferve him in Oden's palace (e). Such 
erroneous opinions were neceflarily exploded 
and fuch pra£tices refcrained by a religious 
fyftem which declared the pleafures of the 
next world to be fuch as eye hath not (een 
nor ear heard hot hath it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive. Self-murder, hu- 
man ^criBces drunkennefs and other crimes 
founded on aganifm muft have been Paboli(h- 
cd together with the fuperftitions which caufed 
them : and in faA we Bnd that Chriftianity by 
removing thofe fuperftitions rendered the 
Danes lefs cruel and lefs prodigal of life to 
tiieir own advantage and for the happinefs of 
their neighbours. Thefe happy cffeds were 
produced by the learning and piety of Ebbo, 
Anfgarius and other bilhops who were em- 
ployed in the work of converfion, and who 

!'i) PdDtaiti lib: i, p: 29. Edit. Amftelod: 1631. 
ODithmar lib: i> cap: 12. Saxo, viii. Mallet xii. 

S^utholiQus de caufis coatempcc mortis spud Danos, lib: ii capria* 
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zealoufly encountered the (elfiflinefs of. the Pa*' 
gan priefts and the prejudices of the moft cnid 
and ferocious of all people. The unremitted Cft» 
deavours of a fuccefTion of fucfa men gradualb 
abated the ferocity of the barbarians who xxm 
have been influenced by the gentlenefs, loving* 
kindnefs and charities of the miffiociari« 
Ebbo arch-biihop of Rheims 4x^ho was fent 
t24. to Denmark converted many ; but the gloTf 
of that work was referved for Anfgarius wl» 
engaged in it in the middle of the 9th ceitai* 
ry and whofe character fitted him adminUf 
4ox the atduous talk. He was regular vk htt 
private devotions, temperate in his diet* 1B0» 
deft and free from vanity, charitable to th| 
poor, a powerful preacher and bore with jugii 
nanimity the perfecutions ^f Pagans and im 
reproach of enemies. He was conftanely a»» 
ployed in redeeming captives, comforting dK 
afflided, inftruding the ignorant aiid evaogt* 
lizing barbarians ; he built feveral hofpitib 
and daily miniftered to the lick in one of them 
at Bremen. We cannot then wonder at tfae 
following compliment which was paid him bf 
his fucceflfor Rembercus : Kings honoured 
him, paftors revered him, the clergy thought 
him a model for imitation and all the people 
admired him {a). However much was left to 
his fucceflbrs to accomplilh. Rembcrtn^ 
Khegino and other pious men exerted theoi- 
felves with fuccefs in converting the Danci 
knd Swedes to the Gofpel and to tendern^ 
l^hough the Pagan Danes were fo hari* 
hearted that they never wept {w) \ yet fbmc d 

{a) Adam: Brem: p: xziv. Renibert: 'vol Mabill: ku^ f^ 
865, and D'Achcry. 

(w; Adam: firem: p* I33« 

tfaem 
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them who were converted by Egino were ^"^^' 
fofcened to fuch a d^ree by his pious exborca- 
tiont that they burfc into tears from a forrow 
for their (ins, and even brought their treafures 
and laid them at his feet. This pious and 
difinterefted prelate returned them their mo- 
ney, and exhorted them to build churches, to 
redeem captives, to feed the poor and to per- 
form other works of piety and charity. We 
may reafonably conclude that Chriftianityi 
which produced fuch eflfeAs on the manners 
of tbefe people reclaimed the robberies and pi- 
rscies which were common among them. 
They confidered theft as difgraceful, but deem- 
ed robbery and rapine efpecially againft for 
fdgners as lawful and honourable {c). The 
Danilh pirates were licenced by the king to 
exercife pWzcy (JJ ; and in Denmark and 
6ther northern kingdoms princes and nobles 
engaged in it as the moft honourable of pro-< 
felnons. Some even pradlifed it on a religious^ 
principle and to purchafe accommodations in 
tfie next world ; fcrupling to deprive their fa^ 
tniKes of their own lawful pofleffions (e). 
The northern pirates were terrible to their 
neighbours, until their violence was abated by 
the Chriftian inftitution which foftened their 
tnanners and rendered them lets prone to 
Daughter and rapine (/). The Gofpel for- 
bids us to covet other men's goods ; and fevc- 
lal of the clergy difcouraged piracy as contrary 
to its letter and fpirit. However Chriftiani- 
tf did not entirely abolifh piracy in Denmark 

{e) Stiernhook lib: ii, cap: 3, 5. Braflon p: 150, folio 
'fuitam- privatum & publicum. Spsloxan vuk reloiio. 
(d) Adam: Brem. ib. 
(r) lb: p. xxvi, 
{f) JCrantsius. 

but 
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^?ii^' but confiderably abated it ; rendered CliriA 
'wrv-^ tian pirates lefs cruel than their Pagan anQcf: 
tors and their depredations lefs frequent thaq 
in former times. 

■ m 

ifc ^db The Swedes alfo were in a deplorable ftatt 
Svedw sc before they embraced the Gofpcl. They 
^wegi- facrjBced men to their gods, efpecialljr to 
iOden {g\ looked on robbery and piracy as 
noble aftions, and held rapes in fucb hononr 
that the ravifher of the wife or daughter, of 
an enemy was praifed and celebrated in the 
ibngs of the bards (Jb). In Norway, thofe 
pirates who had large Beets were honoarrd 
with the title of kings; and it was a rxa^m 
with the people that [Pirates were not bound . 
by any law(i). In the northern kingdomi 
neither the rich nor poor fcruplcd to ezpofe 
their children (k) ; and the great did fo ia 
T^orway and Sweden in compliance with dieir 
fuperftitions. Haquin king of Norway facrificed 
his two fons, to induce the gods to grant him 
vidtory over Harold ; and Aujie king of Sweden 
facrificed nine fons to Oden for the prolongation 
of his life(/). Chriftianity produced its ufuai 
effeds on the inhabitants of thcfe kingdoms. 
Anfgarius and other pious miflionaries abol- 
iflicd human facrifices among their converti 
and difcouraged r4pcs, robbery, piracy and 
other crimes which Were incompatible with 
its letter or fpirit. About the middle of the 
9th century, Bero king of Sweden embraced 
the Gofpel and allowed Anfgarius to pread* 
it to his fubjeftss and multitudes were con- 

ig) Wormii Monumenta Danica, lih: i cap: 5. LocccnH 
^ntiq: cap: iii, p. 13. (h) Sticrnhook, lib: ii> cap: i* 

(i) Torfaei Hift: (*) Ibid. 

(/) Wormii Mon: Dan: lib: i cap: 5 & Albert: Krantz: DanU 
iv: 10, 13: 

tC(j 
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■ t^crtcd by his virtues and inftru6lioris. How- ^^j^''- 
circr all were not converted by this pious mif- u.-v^ 
fionary, cheir converfion was gradual ; and 
Qlaus Skotconung was the firft Swedifli king iox|. 
whofe fubjeds were all ChriltiansfwJ, The 
gpntle fpiric of the Gofpel mitigated the rough- 
nefs of the northern nations and difpoied their 
hearts to tendernefs and mercy. Several kings 
of Sweden were influenced in their condudk 
apd counfels by the clergy; and the virtues 
and laws of the former do honour to their 
teachers. In the lives and laws of thofc 
princes we may eafily trace the influence of 
Chriftianity; and furely the virtues and wife 
political regulations of rulers were likely to 
^ produce happy eflfcdts on their barbarous fub- 
j^s. It operated powerfully on princes them- 
itplves. Stenchil zA^ though an expert archer, 
of gigantic (Irength and a great warrior, was 
^ pious king, pleafed his fubjefls by his good- 
oe&, reftored concord in his kingdom and 
reigned in peace (»). Ingo the fucceflfor of 
Stenchil furpaflfed his predeceflTors in valour, 
10 zeal for propagating Chriflianity and in 
every virtue. He reformed multitudes by 
his mildnels, liberality and . benevolence, ,and 
efnployed feverity againft his nobles where 
his exemplary virtues failed, to reform them (^)v^ i 

"VVe may in fome meafure afcribe the virtues. 
of Ingo to iEfchillus an Englifli bi(hop who 
followed the venerable Sigfrid . from Eng-. 
• land (pji nor can we too much ^dpiire jna- 
qy eccleCaftics of thofe days who were zca- 

(iff) Johan: Magnus lib: xvli cap, 2; i6'4c Mabill. AnnaU 
A.I>. 829. 
(n) lb: lib: xviii cap: 8, ^. . • ' 

(•) lb: cap: 11. „ ' 

0>; |b: p: 584. ' 

lou^ 
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CHAP, lous in making profclytes to religion and td 

^. ' i virhif- Halltan the fucceffor of Ingo #tl 

mild, modeft and benevolent; and fo pofief^ 

fed of a true Chriftian fpirit that he kindlf 

interpreted tvtry ra(h word and even defend* ' 

ed in court thofe who had injured him (j). 

Other kings who fucceeded Halftan and who 

had been carefully educated in the Chriftkn 

religion did it honour by their piety and' 

virtues. Eric, Carolus, Canute^ Bergenit 

Jarlus and other Chriftian lawgivers enacted 

laws on religious principles (r). Eric who 

^^30' fucceeded Suerchcr on the throne of Swedeii 

was ftriftly educated in the doArines of 

Chriftianity and canonized after his deatb. . 

for his piety and goodnefs. This princft 

was 2;ealous for the honour, of God and of . 

religion, built churches and was prompted 

to good works by Henry arch-bifliop of Up-' 

fal who was a pious and good man. Efio 

became a model of piety, juftice, mildnefi 

^nd liberality; and his charader was macie 

up of (hining, heroical, pious aqd ufefid 

qualities. Who, fays the hiftorian (j), was 

more remarkable for comforting the afflid- 

ed, relieving the opprefTcd or protefting the 

widow apd the orphan f None was more 

X liberal in giving alms, more courteous in ■ 

converfation, more animated in his orations^ 

more juft in giving judgment, more merciful 

to the penitent, more d, matter of his paf- 

fions &c. &c. (^). He laboured to pro* 

mote concord among his fubjefts; and was 

/o far from plundering them that he with 

iq) lb. cap: 12. 

(r) Vide Stiernhook dc jure Sueonuna. 

(i) Joh: Magnas lib; xix cap, 4 p: 6oz, 

Ix) Pancaleoa pars 2 p: loo. 




tjr accepted the entire tribute ufaalljr ^^f^^ 
o the kings of Sweden. He enadted 
jkift and humane lawi whicih were 
irds a refuge to the of)p)rc(red and 
by all tyrants. Charles who fucGced- 
ic on the throne was a pious add xi6o< 
' prince, required an obfefvahce of 
f9t of Eric and of Chriftiahity* ereft- 
irchts, loved jufticc and did not fuffer 
mocent to be opprefled with impuni- 
Canute the fon 6f Eric and the 
or of Charles defervcd the Appellation 
true Chriftian prince i fbr his pi^tf, 
tues and for the laws he enaded. nc 
irid endowed churches, laboured to ci^ 
the Swedes and to make them good 
ans both in profeffion and pra6tice; 
fcs affifted by the arch-bifliop of Up- 
whofe advice he Was extremely atteiv^ 
) and who probably fuggefted fome 
pious and excellent laws. Erie the 
Canute who fucceeded to the throne 
:d Valerius the venerable arch-bi(hop 
ifal as a father, llfteiicd to his coun- 
d exerted his inHuence that his fub* 
lould obferve them. This bifhop re- 
d the king to many of his enemies^ 
evailed on him to forgive fome wl\om 
ght have juftly puniihed, and to ap- 
no governors of provinces who were 
finterefted men artd more attentive to 
od of his fubjefts than to encreafing 
nenucs. To Chriftianity xve tnfty fairly 
the happinefs enjoyed by th^ fubjeds* 
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CHAP, of religious princes who attended to -the coiln* 
-v-I<y fcls of venerable prelates. Bergenis Jarlui 
''50- who was adminiftrator of Sweden zealouilf 
difcouraged vice and promoted the pra&ke 
of religion and morality. He appointeid pre- 
fefts lefs attentive to exa6lion than, to the 
public interell; and his political reguladom 
were fuch as might be expefted from a re- 
ligious and good man {a). Thrandis a pi^ 
ous king of Norway forbad the expofure of 
infants and other deteftable pra£bices contniy 
to the Gofpel ; and prevailed on his fubjeds 
to fwear to an obfervancc of his laws (i). 
loiS. Olavus a religious prince improved thofc laws, 
laboured to aboli(h fome obfcene cufioms 
and employed bi(hop Grimkil to affifthim 
in this work. Olavus was canonized for hii 
piety and his aid invoked for reftoring heakfay 
removing diftrefs and for fuccefs in any pwh 
jedt which men .had to execute {c). In No^ 
way the laws of Cbriftian lawgivers recom* 
mended the love of God and the praSice 
of virtue; andx required kings to rule agree- 
ably to law, in the name of Chrift, for the 
glory of God and for the good of their 
Ibbjefts. Thefe laws enjoin men to renounce 
the devil and all his works, namely, lyingi 
perjury, deceit, adultery, fornication, impu- 
rity, theft, gaming, difcord, lailing anger, ha- 
tred, envy and other vices ; as difpleafing 
to God and pernicious to the fouls, fortunes 
and health of his creatures. To men guilty 
of thofe vices one of the Norwegian laws 
recommends repentances as profitable to the 

(a) ThiH cap: i8. 

(b) Torfaci Hift: torn; ili p: 63. 
{ii) Snorro Sturlon: pars vii cap: 51 & fcq:— & Pantakoa 

p^^b 2i]a p: no* 

offenders 
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offenders and acceptable to God {d). A ^^,^^' 
'writer (^) of the 1.1 th century thus exult- 
ingly cxpreffes the hap; y change wrought by 
the Gofpcl on the northern nations : " Be- 
•.* hold the Danes, Swedes and other fero- 
^' cious nations who formerly uttered barba- 
•* rous founds like the neighing of horfcs 
** have been taught to fing halleluiahs in 
^* praife of God ! Behold a people who de- 
" populated France and Germany by piracy 
♦* and rapine arc now farisfied with their 
" own boundaries ! Behold a diftri6b aU 
i* ways inacccffible on account of idolatry 
" and no lefs cruel than the worfhippers of 
f* the Scythian Diana now diverting them- 
*• fclves of their national ferocity, emuloufly 
•* admitting the evangelical preachers, def- 
•* troying altars confecrated to demons, ereft- 
^* ing churches and unanimoufly celebrating 
•* the name of Chrift." A celebrated French 
author thus reprefents the beneficial effcds 
of Cbriftianity on the northern nations : *^ Ic 
*^ was an event" fays Mallet (/) ** which 
** viewed only in a philofophical light fhould 
♦* be confidcred as the dawn of the happy 
?* days which were afterwards to fhine forth 
?* with fuperior fplcndor. In effeft this re- 
•* ligion tended to correft the abufe of li- 
** ccntious liberty, to banifli bloody diffen- 
** fion, to reftrain robbery and piracy, to 
^< foften ferocity of manners, to require a 
** certain knowledge of letters and hiflory, 
" to re-eftablifh a part of mankind who 
*' were miferably enflaved in their natural 
*' rights and to introduce a relilh for a life 

, (rf^ Dolmeri Jus Antiquum Korweg: cap: i, xxxvii, xxxvriiL 
fc) Adam: Bremen: Dc Situ D;iiiiac cap: uU: 
(/) Northern Autiq: 

v" of 
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CHAP, .c of peace and an idea of happinels indfe* 
" pendent of fenfual gratifications/* Moft 
of chefe remarks apply equally to the inn 
proved condition of the Ruffians^ Polefl^ 
Pruffians and other nations in confequeoce 
of their converfion. 

ite cffeits We know but little of the Ruffians on- 
KuifiaDs. til their converfion: before that period thcf 
were fo illiterate as to be incapable of re^ 
lating their own exploits and fo fierce as 19 
difcourage vifits from polifhed nations. Bo*' 
fore his converfion Walodomir immolatdh 
human vidims to his idoIs> kept 200 coo«« 
cubines in one place, 300 in another and 
as many in a third. His grandmother 01*' 
ha was inftrufted in Condantinople in the 
^5«« doftrines of Chriftianity and baptized ; white 
Walodomir and his fubjeds adhered to di0 
gods of their anceftors. This emperor htv^ 
ing been folicitcd by various lefts of Chrif- 
tians to adopt their refpective tenets, em- 
ployed commiflioners to enquire into the doc- 
trines and tenets of each; and having ao' 
quired that information, acquainted Bafiiim 
and Conftantine kings of Conftantinople he 
would become a Chriftian after the Greek 
manner provided they gave him their lifter 
Anna to wife. This propofal having been 
agreed to and the ceremony of baptiim per* 
?^^ formed the monarch of Rufifia difmifled bit 
concubines, broke feveral idols and 6ung io« 
to a river the image of thunder which was 
the chief objc6t of their worfhip. This 
prince though an imperfcft Chriftian both 
in theory and praftice eftablifhed fchools for 
Greek literature, brought artifts from Greece, 
built churches of brick and ftone^ appointed 

bilhopi 
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biihops in Kiow^ Novogard and other pla- ^"|^* 



adopted the rites of the Greek church 
and commanded all his fubjeds co relinquifh 
dieir idols and fubmic to baptifm. We may 
conclude that the iubjedts were influenced in 
the ufual way by the Chritlian doctrines ^ 
and we are fure that the form of inaugu« 
ration of the Ruffian princes tended to im« 
prove them in religion and virtue. This 
fbrm reminded them of their fubjedion to 
tile king of kings^ of regard to the poor, 
of preferving their fubje£ts in peace and juf* 
tice and tended to render them pious and 
good men (g). Mr. Gibbon fnceringly ob- 
&rves that thoufands of Ruffians acquiefced 
in the truth and excellence of a doArine 
|vliich had been embraced by the great duke 
and his boyars. The authority of a prince 
might have been a Orong argument with 
barbarians in refped to the truth of a doc- 
trine; but the mod unpolifhed barbarian 
BBuft have been competent to judge of the 
excellence of a religion which required him 
to love God and his neighbour, to injure no 
■perfon by word or deed, to imitate Chriil 
in gentlenefs and humility, in charity, for- 
givenefs and other pradical duties. Yet that 
tirricer is fo injudicious or fo prejudiced as 
CD obferve that thofe barbarous nations fub* 
inicced to a religion more different in theo^ 
jry than in praftice from the worfliip of their 
native idols; as if it was a mere heap of 
vain fuperftitions without any mixture of 
moFal precepts ! 

(<£) R^rvrn PoLon: Scrlptores torn: ii p: 169 21'— Sisirmund 
de rebus Mufcoviticis p: 7, 21— >Crom: lib: i cap: ro— Pure hits 
PUsrim vol: iii p: 420-— Bnaduri de Convsrfioue Ruflbrum.--* 
1 have not feea Bauduri. 

Before 
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CHAP^. Before the converfion of the Siicfiaris iSSk 
ju^iM^ Poles they were illiterate and idolatrouSy 6A 
^^^ pifed letters and learned men(i«) and wcrt 
* Poiet. Dot lefs fierce than the other barbarians d 
the north. The Quadi a people of Siieb 
worlhipped their fwords (3) as gods; and 
the Poles adored Jupiter, Mars, Venus, the 
image of thunder and other idols. When 
prince Miefko and feveral of his fufajeds 
^^' were baptized he difmiffed his feven wives; 
and no doubt pradifcd fome virtues requiieil 
by the Gofpel; though he and his Chriftitt 
fubjeds ftill retained ftrong marks of tfaeir 
ancient charader after they embraced ib 
During divine fervicc when the prieft repeat* 
ed the words, here beginneth a certain chap^ 
ter of a Gofpel^ every man drew his fwcHd 
to the middle out of the (heath; to tbm 
he was prepared to defend it 2 but the prieft 
proceeding to reaJ he put his fword into the 
Iheath. Chriftianity was propagated but -thinly 
555, in Poland 'til^prince Miceflaus dragged about 
the image of thunder at a horfc's tail, flung 
it into a river and abolilhcd incantations, au* 
gury and other fuperftitions (cj. The Got 
J, el and its teachers no doubt improved the 
nioralji of the Poles, and the admonitions 
employed at the coronation of a Polifli prince 
were excellent leffons and fuch.as were un*- 
known to 01 her nations. He is reminded 
by the clergy that he is the fervant of God^ 
that his exalted rank is full of anxio\is caiti- 
that he is to exercife his power for the 

(n) Cromer's Hi ft: lib: i cap: 3 torn: i pan 2a p: 237, 13J 
Alaman: rerum Scriptores. 

(hj JBeatus Rhenanua rerum Germ: lib: i p: 63 fe Carti 
Annates Silefix. 

{e) Gnagn: Crom: Hi ft; Polon: Hift: Corpus torn: K p: i)^ 
AO, 34$ Sc torn: iii jp: ^36. 

benefit 
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behelit of his fubjefts and not for his own ^^^^' 
emolument^ to procedi: widows and orphans 
agaihfl opprefTion, to defend the poor and 
the weak againtl the .rich and powerful, to 
behave mildly and affably to all and to af- 
pire :not fo much to temporal rewards for 
hb good deeds as to eternal compeniati- 
ons (d). In no period of the Polifh hifto- 
ry was there any man more pious or more 
an enemy to vice than Staniflaus who was 
tnlhop of Cracow towards the end of the 
nth century. He fed the hungry, clothed 
the naked, relieved the fick and was nei-» 
ther afraid nor a(hamed to rebuke vice wher- 
ever it appeared, even in perfons of the 
moft exalted ftation. He had an opportu* 
nity of difplaying his piety and public fpirit 
agaiofl kin^ Boleflaus who was guilty of un- 
natural crimes, of tyranny, oppreflion and 
exaAton on his fubjefts — He privately ad- 
moniflied him to drop his immoral prafti- 
ccsj left fome evil fhould befal himfelf and 
his- kingdom ; that fuch praftices were more 
miichievous in princes than in private per- 
fons, that the divine commands oblige kings 
as well as their fqbjedls and that it was mad 
to prefer falfe and momentary indulgences 
with eternal torments to true pleafures and 
evcrlafting joys. In ftiort he remonftrated 
with fo much piety and ftrength that the 
king fcemed convinced of his errors and dif- 
pofed to a reformation. But the biOiop 
having found that he relapfed into his ufual 
excefles repeatedly aflbred him that if he 
pcrfifted in them, he muft cut him off from 
the commupion of the church. The king 

//) Hift: Poloa: Corpus torn: ii p: 373. 
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CKiR Kpr^'^f";J'3ad left *"»! abruptly. The 
'■tofjl 4•"'/,^^, „ court to folicii 



iv-^totjl "'^"''(^^0 to court to folicit him 

0op »f ^lamg found him obftinate 

*" "^liiucjttt/ A'"* ^"'^ forbad him to eih 

,2'SrS cb^'^'. The king having ap- 



[ ai ^t church notwithftanding, the bifliop 
^'tLd the fcrvic^' which fo exafperated 
Ar^ f/iat the bifhop's friends advifcd 
bito ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^ chapel near Cracow. 
fhc king fcnt a party of foJdicrs to drag 
bim out of the chapel and the foldiers un- 
Jcrtook the taflcj but the venerable afpcft 
q{ the prelate filled them with fuch reipcd 
tfiif they were unable to execute his or- 
cjersr They fell on their knees and quitted 
the church in that humble attitude : the , 
iing knt a fecond and a third party who 
jflcd fucceflively like the firft. He then 
yt all patience, called them cowards and 
]i^ot foldiers, women not men and exclaimed 
are ye not able to bring out one prieft on 
vhom I may fatiate my vengeance ? He 
then rulhed into the church, killed the bi- 
ihop with his own hand at the foot of the 
altar and ordered his body to be cut in 
pieces (e). This was an effedl of irreligions 
and the contraft between the piety and pu- 
rity of the bifhop and the impiety, vices 
and cruelty of the king muft have infpired 
every man with veneration for the one and 
abhorrence of the otliper. However the pi- 
ety and virtues of other perfonages in Po- 
land made fome amends for the vices of this 
lisa roontter. Hedwigis dutchefs of Poland wa$ 
celebrated for piety, placidnefs of temper 

{ej Cromer lib: iv^ 

and 
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Md for patient refignation under di&fters *^^^- 
i^nch might appear almoft infupportabie. 
Hie regulated her family by the thaxims of 
lit <iofpel and laboured to banifli froxti het 
hiMic lies, detraftion and evdry thirig con* 
WM-y to it's letter and fpirit. She entertairi*. 
Hi a contempt for the gaudy ornaments o£ 
^^ft&9 wilhed to be diftinguifbed rather by 
l|lr virtues than by her exterior appearance^ 
Md had confiderable influence oh her hu& 
lllMl by her piety and virtues. Aftet her 
Mttriage to the duke he became fo a£tivc 
Ijk ptomoting religion and adminiftering juf* 
in that he was confidered a fupport to th^ 
Wmk and as ' a father to his people (/)• 
itapely the example of this couple muft have 
itotsroved their fubjcfts in xeligion find virv 

mi 






A'^Ghriftianity produced good frtiits in Hun- ^» «** 
ktl(y at and after its firft eftablifliment in that Hun^tii 
li^^dom ; and few nation^ ftood more itl need ^'* 
US dodrines and motives. Rhegino thus 
djBicribed the charadter of the Hungarians of ^ 
ifte 9th century. They live not like mert 
iMit beafts, are faid to feed on raw flefh^ 
llriok blood, cut men's hearts in pieces and 
dkvour them, are haughty, ftubborui fhtudii^ 
|)Mit> feditious and hard-hearted i their wd- 
4Mfi are as ferocious as the men. This was 
lllnr cbarafter in the 9th century when they 
•iftiiSd forth from Scythia, overran S^xony^ 
ibvaria and other parts of Germany with 
IttobanHis ci^elty without (paring even femalet 
■IS . ■ . . 

i/) Folon: Hiil: Corpus torn: ii i»: 46^ 115 li C«rti Am^ 
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^m^' or the minifters of religioA (b). A writer (<f 
of the loch century fpeaks of them ks a peoi^ 
pie whofe cruelty had been feic by alnioft all 
nations. In that century they laid wafte Itt- 
ly, France and other places with favage bif- 
barity, and worfhipped Hercules and Mai) 
before they were converted. How happy ibr 
fuch a people and for their nei^hboiirs thu 
their hearts were mollified by the mild pit- 
cepts of the Gofpel which transformed rhm 
into ai juft, gentle and humane nation ? Thft 
change wa& wrought early in the iith ceotuqf 
by Gey fas and his fon Stephen, chiefly hf 
the latter. When Gevfa who was duke « 
Hungary towards the end of the loth em- 
braced Chriftianity, he laid afide all choug|itt 
of war and refolved to fpend the remainder 
of his days in devotion and peace ; and his pi- 
ety and peaceable difpofition muft have 
checked the ferocious fpirit fo prevalent in 
thofe days. His fon Stephen was baptized if 
confirmed by Adalbert a pious bifhop, whofe 
religious and moral le&ures produced k^jpf 
effefts. As the youth grew up he haraogo- 
ed forcibly on religion, juftice and chantfi 
inveighed againft Scythic cruelty, murders 
and adultery, exhorted his father to remit 
or lighten taxes on his fubjefts, to relieve 
the diftrelTrd and to condefcend to the lowlf 
as well as to the high. By fuch meads k 
acquired fuch influence that he abolifhcdtk 
worlhip of Hercules and Mars, converted the 
nation from Paganilm to Chrillianity, and 
was proclaimed king of Hungary durifl| tic 
life-time and with the approbation o? hii 



(h) Rhegino Chron. lib. 2. A. D. 889. 
(cj Laitjiraadus, lib: x, cap: a. 
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l^theh On his deceafe the young king iri- ^^^^^^ 
^ced. feveral ptiefts and monks to preach ^97. 
the Gofpel in Hungaryi and often pointed 
Out it's e^tcellence hirtifelJF to feveral of hiii 
Ibt^efts aflembled tdgether, He rigoroufly 
forbad feveral crimes which had been long 
cAnunitted with impunity, and fome barba- 
rous icUftpm^ which the Hungarians learned 
in Scythia and retained to his time {d).. 
Having confidered himfelf as the father of 
his people h6 examined into their circum-* 
ftances, provided for feveral poor fiimilies 
and prdte£ied widow§, orphans arid other 
defiitute perfoni Though loaded with bu* 
Bneis he wa^ acceffible to all whd defired 
jte acquaint him with their grievances, and 
if he' made any diftindbion of pcrfons it was 
in favotir of the v^retched. In (bdrt his 
Ptligiot) hdd ail hap[)y efl[e£E pn others and . 
fupported himfelf under a load of afilidiions. 
Fie bore with patience a ficknefs of three 
fears, and the lofs of all his children thd 
eldeft of which was a yoilth of excellent 
qualities* Thus drcumftanced he did not 
litter a complaint ^gainft the Difpofer of all 
things J but adored the conduft of provi- 
dence, fubmicted to all it's difpenfations with* 
ewt a- murmur, and even thanked tiie Al- 
mighty for taking his favourite child beforef 
his innocence was corrupted. Such were 
die effefts of faith and hope ih God ! Hisi 
charader is ftrongly marked in his inftruc* 
tions for his Ton of which the following is 
ia fummary. A king (hould Be pious and 
merciful i a king polluted with impiety or 
erueky is rather a tyrant than a king. Treat 

U) JtfonfiniU decsuit ii lib: x-^bartuu: 

R a yoiif 
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chap: youf barons, counts and foldiers as &theft 
' and brothers, rule them without pride or 
anger, remember all are of one nature, that 
nothing raifes men like humility or depref- 
fes them like pride and envy. Reftrain luft, 
be hofpitable to Grangers, and patient to tB 
^s the Scriptures enjoin: be patient to the 
humble, and pradtife humility yoorfelf, tint 
.God may exalt you here and hereafter.— 
TJnlefs you obey thefc injun6tions,'you^tc^^ 
{>oral crown will be unfafe; and you canooc 
obtain an everlafting kingdom {e). ChrK< 
tianity had confiderable .influence alfo On I> 
diflaus who reigned in Hungary near the 
end of the iith century. He poflefled af^ 
ry advantage of body and mind \ was cd 
and majeftic and ^ happy mixture of cahB- 
nefs and courage. The moft ftriking piHi 
of bis charader were piety, charity, chafti^ 
and difintereftednefs; and the vices he moft 
dctefted were avarice and ambition. He 
was unanimoufly chofen king, but (trenuocP 
ly declined the office; from diffidence of 
himfelf and becaufe he imagined the crovn 
properly belonged to another. He pofleSd 
a mattery over his paffions, was the affcr- 
tor of Hungarian modcfty and Hungarian 
liberty and a fafe refuge to the miferaUc; 
His virtues were felt by the be^ar whom 
he fuccoured, by the opprefled whom b 
relieved and by virgins whom he deliveitd 
from the ravifher or portioned out of hit 
treafury (/)• He required bis own hoofe' 
hold to be an example to the whole natioaj 

(O StephanI Decreta in Konfinio* 

{J) fionfin: d«cad % lib: iv p: 219, 239% 
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nd furety the virtues of a king and his ^^y^- • 
pure mud have had condderable influence u-v-w 
ip the manners of a whole nation t 

^,;Siome northern nations remained uncbn* its effeas 
jtted and retained their fuperftitions and pruflun*. 
manners to a very late period. The 
ians worfliipped the fun, moon, ftormsj 
der, fnakes and infcfls, facrifkred pri- 
of war to their idols, burned with 
deceafed their arms, borfes and mod 
[uable clothes, permitted polygamy, prac- 
promifcuous copulation, put to death 
fick where they defpaircd of their re- 
ttery and ftrangled their aged or feeble 
':ntS. They fubfifted on raw flefli and 
Lmilk mixed with the blood <^ horfes, 
ftrangers to agriculture and , to the arcs 
[/civilization, knew no rule of right ' but 
force, had no property but what was 
imon, poflefled few good qualities but 
Inefs to the (hipwrecked (^j, and were 
le fuperior to beads 'till they incorporate 
with the Sudini from whom we allow 
learned agriculture and various arts of 
try even before their converfion. Yet 
ferocity was little abated by their con- 
lion with this people: for they killed the 
Adalbert who attempted to convert 997* 
and were with difficulty induced to 
lit to baptifm by a dread of Boleflaus 1,5^ 
of Poland, and aftei*wards by the Tcu- m^, 
knights of St. Mary of Jerufalem (b). 
though dread and compulfion made 

yff) HelmolUus lib: i cap! t. 

if) Erafmus Stella tie Borufliae Antiq: ^neas Sylvius, Guag« 
"^ on Sarmatia> PolaiHl, Livodia H Pruflui-«Croraer lib: iit 
foiofl; Coi:ptt«« 

them 
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CHAP, them only nominal Chriftians at firft, yd| 
were they gradually led from ignorance to 
knowledge, from idolatry to true worihip^ 
from poverty and wretchedneft to an ac- 
quaintance with the con^forts of life, from 
ferocity tb gentlenefs and from barbarifm to 
civilization. Were it not for Chriftianitj 
and its. teachers Frederick 2d. ^nd his fnb- 
jefls would probably have been as ignorant 
idolatrous and brutal in the i8th century if 
their anccftors were in the 13th. 

Sirenum voces et Circes pocula nojii 

^a ft cum Joclis Utus cupidufque bibiffel " 

VixiJJet cams immundus vel arnica luto/us. 

Who could imagine that a religion to wbiclj 
Pruflia was indebted for important benefits 
would meet an enemy in Frederick ad 
who affeiled to be wifer than other kin^l' 
That prince muft be weak in intellcft ,mo 
ihould think moral virtue unneceflTary to hi< 
fubjefts ; or who Ihould difregard the bcft 
moral fyftem that ever was dcvifed without 
recommending any fubftitute. I'hat ruler 
muft want information as well as intellcfl: 
who does not knovyr that his fubjefts will 
entertain religious opinions of fome kind, 
true or falfe, ufeful or mifchievousj and that 
if he does not direft their veneration to wor- 
thy objefts they rnay attach themfelvcs to 
cruel or impure gods or even to the beads 
that pcrifb. If ground is not fowed with 
.good feeds it will produce noxious weeds in* 
abundance ; and the man who is not well 
inftrufted in religion and morality is in dan^ 
ger of being a knave, an cnthufiaft or a bi- 
got, a turbulent man or a flavc. Had* not 

Frederick 
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Frederick been the vain dupe of Vqltairc he ^?.^^* 
muft have rcfpefted Chriftianity for its poli- v^^^v-^ 
tical benefits: hiflory would have informed 
him that the Gofpel improved^ the morals of 
poli(hed as well as barbarous ftates> exploded 
the cruel pradices of both, taught them vir* 
ciocs CO which they were (Irangers, and ftill 
tends to prevent relapfes to barbarifm^ to 

prucity and to immorality. 

■? 

The Livonians (/) were idolatrous in ^heir J^'^*^*^^ 
worfhip and barbarous in their manners, 'till vonians ir 
Meinardus a pious man went from Lubec g^^^' 
with fome merchants to evangelize this peo- U09. 
pie* For this purpofe he built bimfelf a 
wooden cottage, contracted an intimacy with 
bhoic barbarians by his piety and fimplicity, 
and gradually led many of them from the 
worfhip of idols to the knowledge and prac-^ 
Ke of Chriflian duties. Meinardus was fuc^ 
ccedcd in the pious work by Albertus; and 
ifter him a fecond Albertus infticuted an ox^ 
icr of knights for the purpofe of extir- 

Ering barbarifm and civilizing this people, 
iforc the reign of Elizabeth (k) queen 
of Portugal the Gofpel produc^pd its ufual 
^ficfb in that kingdom ; but operated in an '^^* 
extraordinary manner during the icign of this 
arincefs who was diftinguifhed for piety, cha- 
rity and humility. She was fo thoroughly 
Krfuaded of the vanity of drcfs and of the 
idle amufements of the great, that fhe em-» 
ployed the time and money qomiponly fpent 
in chat way in a6ts of devotion and charity. 
She pafled her time in reading devout books, 

(i) Cromer lib: viii— ^Hift: Polon: Corpus torn: i p: 65. 
{k) Maiiana de rebus Hifp: xv: iS fc John d« Torres-* 
Rl^s writer I ha^vc nut f«ieu« 
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^ m^' in attending divine fervice, or in felieiriag ttri 
poor efpecially fuch as had been reducod 
from affluence to poverty. She vificed tiifl 
fick and ferved them> dreflfed thdr woyodi 
and placed indigent feniales under th^ dirtof 
tion of prudent and virtuous matrons. TUl 
queen reclaimed feyeral proftitptes, endowed 
a large houfe fo^r the reception of penitently 
eftablilhed a royal foundation for foundlings 
and poflefied ^n extraordinary talent fof Mt 
fonciling differfsnpes and terminating fuita. 

its eifeAf Chriftianity produced happy effeSa aaioi^ 
iJthvLi. the Lithuanians who were the laft people of 
S^ Europe converted to it. This people won 
fhipped the fun, fire, thunder, woods, ftp* 
pents and afps, immolated a chief capdff 
taken ,in war and buried with dfxrcafed he^ 
roes their horfes, hounds, arms and moil £udh 
fill domeftics. If the fun happened to bf 
pbfcured for feme days by clouds, the terri- 
fied people met to avert the diyinc anger 
by human facriBces; if that luminary wai 
eclipfed, the greateft confternation prevailed 
and outrageous favages immolated miferabk 
captives. All thefe fuperftitious land crud 
pradlices were abolifhed, when Jagello the 
great duke of Lithuania and a Heathen ms 
married to the princefs of Poland and ixip- 
i336. tized by the name of Uladiflaus. As fooq 
as he received bapcifm and the inftrudion 
which always accompanied! it, he fet bimfelf 
to convince his deluded fpbjedts of the io: 
potcnce of their gods^ as the f^rft ftep to- 
wards their fincerc converfipn. For that 
purppfe he prdered the facred fire to be cx- 
tinguilhed in the fight of its worfhippersi 
the alcar on which human vi£Ums were imr 

paolatec] 
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fldolated to be deftroyed, the woods where ™^- 
they performed their I'uperftitious rices to be 
cut down, and the (erpents to be killed in 
the prefence of weeping barbarians. Ac firfl: 
the . idolaters expe&ed to fee the Chriftiati 
Poles who deftroyed their idols blafted by 
l]ghtning> or fome other inftrument of divine 
vengeance; but finding they fuffercd no in« 
jury they exclaimed, is it not ftrange that 
our gods would fulFcr their rices co be chgs 
infulted by wicked Cbriftians ? If one of us 
treated them thus we would inftantly feel 
jAtc efieds of tlie divine vengeance! Thus 
convinced of the vanity of their idols chey 
peadily liftened to the inftrudions of the 
Foliih divines, confenced to be baptized ^nd 
facperienced the happy change ufually wrought 
by the letter and fpirit of Chriftianity (/). ft 
is JQOC aflferted in this work that ics protelTors 
tren in the pared ages of the church were 
imexcepcionable in their doctrines or pradti- 
|:es s but that they were more virtuous and 
]c& vicious than before they embraced it. 
The luftre of qoble virtues has frequently 
been tarniflied by auftericy and feclufioa 
firom the world ; and men confiderably jmr 
proved in knowledge and virtue have per- 
tained foo^ of their forn^ef errors and vices 
though fomewhat abated. Chriftianity ope- 
tftted to the; advantage of mankind in num- 
herleis inftances; nor can it be denied that 
nioft of the evils experienced by individuals 
and (bcieties arofe from ignorance, perverfioa 
or violation of its precepts. 

{1} Hotting. Hift: Eccleli: faeculum xiv p: 86S 7o1: iti, Edit: 
fiamburg-rCorp: Hift: Polon: torn: i p: 142, Edit: BaHl, torn: it 
to: i^-Cromer Uli: xv p: ]|j|i-rfronE| Ouagniaus. 
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CHAP.m. The profeffors of Chriftianity abohlhcd 
Eiftfe^ cruel praftices alfo in Virginia, Mexico and 
it in vir- other modern nations funk in Paganifm. la 

ginia and . ^ __, ... ^ *?..-, 

other rao- the provincc of Virginia in America, its ido^ 
li!^!!.^!^*" latrous inhabitants fometimes facrificcd chil-' 
dren to the devil; until the Chriftian reli- 
gion was promulgated among them {m)n 
In Mexico they kept every twentieth day 
holy and immolated captives; and on a ceiw 
tain fcftival drowned a boy and a girl to 
accompany the idol of a certain lake. Ahu^ 
^486. itzol the Mexican king facrificed fixty-foup 
thoufand and eighty men at the confecratioii 
of a temple ; and it is faid that human ft* 
crifices are not abolifhed to this day in the 
mountainous parts of the empire which «tt 
not converted by the Spaniards (»). Aa<h 
ther abominable cuftom prevailed in Choluli 
where, on the deceafe of the king, the ve^ 
ferior priefts held the l^gs, arms and head 
of a man who was to be facrifitfed ; whilo 
the chief prieft laid open his breaft and pull^ 
ed out his heart to offer to their idols. Bfr 
fides this aft of favage cruelty five or fix 
thoufand children were annually facrificed to 
the numerous idols of this place ; until the 
hideous praftice was abolifbed by the Spa- 
niards as contrary to the religion and cuA 
toms of Chriftcndom (0). Before the Gof- 
pel was preached in Congo, twelve of the 
king's concubines and court ladies were bu- 
ried alive with himj and many more foliciC" 
ed that honour. In the kingdom of Me- 
tamba fubjed to Congo they ufed to put 
iick perfons to death ^ to (horten as they 

(m) Harris's Colledtion of Travels vol: i p: 815 to 848. 
(«) Acofta*8 Hift: of the Indies lib; 5 cap 9. 
^f^ lb: cap: 20: 

pre^ 
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pretended the continuance of their pains. ^/|'* 
Some idolatrous provinces of Angola fed on 
human fle(h and facHHced a number of victims 
^t funerals : until the Chriftian religion was in^ 
troduced by the Portugucze (w). In the iQts 
of St. Thomas, St. Lawrence and St. James 
in Africa the inhabitants ate human Befh i 'till 
they were civilized by the miffionarics who im- 
proved ma^y nations and iflands from Perfl^ 
(6 China in morals, in induftry and in ufefui 
jirts (nj. The Chriftian code was highly ufc- 
fill in foftening the rugged manners of other 
bkrb^rous tribes, and in remedying the imper^ 
feaions of their political cftablifhments. Bc- 
^e the beginning of the 15th century the in- 
habitants of the Canary iflands were grois ido* 
inters, worlhipped the fun and moon (0) and 
killed fl rangers and even each oth^r without 
tficrcy or compaffion. Some of them flung 
themfelve^ from precipices in honour of a 
deity whom they worfhipped ; expecting to 
enjoy all forts of happincfs after fo noble a 
di^ath. Thofe cuftoms continued until they 
were extirpated by the Spaniards who» intro- 
duced into thofe iflands their religion together 
v^tth the arts of civilization. It is to be la- 
mented that much mifchicf has been done by 
the Spaniards and others to the natives of 
Mexicoi Peru, &c. whom they converted. 
put furcly thofe mifchiefs arofe from a viola- 
tion of the Gofpel ; might have been prevent- 
ed by an obfervance of its precepts : and 
lircre inflicted by adventurers who had no ob- 
ject but the accumulation of weakh^ Upoa 



^li) Mod: Univ: Hid: vol: iv, foltOi book »• 
^n) See Boztos de Signis ecciefiae: 
4#) Raynald: ilunal: 2369. 
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CHAP- the whole it fcems fair to afcribe to the ,Go(. 
.t_, '. f pel ihe good effects which naturally refulied 
fro;n its letter and fpiriti aiid the wicked am 
o( its proteflbrs to a. breach ol its laws. 

EffiAi at Charlevoix [0) has furniQied a linking coiv 
iiinpara. (jj^^ bctwccn ihc maoncFS of the unconverted 
etbl/o*. and converted inhabitants of Paraguay. Be^ 
'""" fore they embraced Chriftianily they were 
cruel and viadiiflive, had but little feeling fat 
the diflrefles of a perfon belonging to tlieir 
own tribe, and not a fpark of bencvoleiw 
for the dillrelTed members of any other, Thii 
people were not only civilized by the miffion' J 
aries and inftructed by them in the arts of in- ;' 
duftry, but converted into the moft humaiM 
and benevolent of all people. The JefuJB 
without any other laws but ihofe of rcl^on 
kept them decent, moral and induftrious. In I 
Paraguay where the government was theocrjT \ 
tical the people difcharged their duty without 1 
any regard to civil penalties ; uninfluenced by I 
any motive except future puniihmenis and re- , 
verfionary compenfations. Their obedience 1 
was wilful and not the effect of compulfioni 
and offenders were often known to ccnfcfi 
their faults volunlarily and even to folicit pu- 
nifhmenl to quiet their confciences. We ad- 
mit that other nations might not be as tradable 
as the people of Paraguay ; but maintain thit 
the principle which kept thefe in order wirb- 
out the affiftance of human laws might aod 
aiftually did teftrain the ferocity of the moft 
favage. It is impoffible to perufe the hiQotia 
of unconverted nations without lamenting 
their ignorance of an inftitulion which is c»- 

^t) Hift: of Psiaguiy. 



fxible of preventing crimes and promoting the ^^^'^' 
pradice of many virtues. Chriftianity ^«^^ ^ '^^ 
taught by the Romifli clergy was {urodudive 
of beneficial fruits; and would no doubt 
feave produced happier efFefts had it been free 
-from errOTs. Thofc beneficial fruits were not 
the ofi^pring of thofe doctrines and pradices 
^hich difcinguifh them from the Refocmifcs i 
-but of thofe fcriptural precepts and prohibi- 
tions in which the Romanifts and Reformifts 
.i^ree. 

Much credit is due to pious Roman Ca- J^?^^ 

* tholics who have zealoufly propagated Chrif- of Proiec 

ttanity among modern as well as ancient Pa- ^*^* "^' 

gansi nor have Pro^eftants been lefs zealous 

in converting barbarians and ab'olifhing the 

' deteftable cuftoms of idolatrous nations. The 

London fociety have been at much expence 

in propagating Chriftian knowledge among 

irude nations, in tranflating religious books 

for their ufe, and in difpatching miffionaries 

to inftruft and civilize them: the mifTionaries 

have generally been Germans or Danes. The 

natives of India tho' lefs fierce than other 

idolatrous nations ftood in much need of the 

Chriftian religion : to abolifh human facri- 

fices and to render them honeft, induftrious 

and amenable to the laws. In the Eaft Indies 

they facrifice boys or men for fuccefs in war; 

and many throw themfelves into the river 

Ganges or difpatch themfelves on its banks 

in compliance with their fuperftitions. " The 

•• number of widows who perilh pn the fii- 

*• neral pile or are buried alive in the fame 

^' grave with their hufbands is as great as 

^' ever. Superftition promptly them to lay a 

^ lick man at the edge of a river in all Tea- 

fons 
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cmr. « foru tthen the whim or intereft of his rei#' 
V .i,'^" lions may fuggcft chat he is near deaths 
•' Colonel Maitine once walking on tiij 
" fide of the Ganges refcucd an old mH 
*' whom his two fbns were drowning ; on prt 
*' tCDce of thole ceremonies which it was tfuj 
" duly to ]:erfbrni in his laft hours. The ol| 
"gentleman ic appeared had a trifle of pfl 
" pcrty on which they had for fome time pd 
" caft an evil eye. He lived for a whileil 
"the colonel's tents; but growing weary tt 
" preferred returning home at the hszaj 
" of not cfacping a fecond time" (ffij. Criffl 
prafiiccs founded on fuficrftition muft beW 
ploded with the fuperftition; no Qiriftian c^ 
murder either himfclf or andRcr withoC 
knowing he is afting contrary to the leorf 
and fpirit of his religion. The native India 
are (hockingly dcftitiite of moral principW 
I have had,*' fays a gentleman (x)oflndl 
tranfaftions with many who are confidcrsii 
as refpeclablc men, men of opitience and 
good conduifl : I declare to you I never mtt 
vviih one who had an idea of the obligation 
of an oath or who would not break il 
without I'crupic, provided the crime coulii 
be committed with impuniiy and produftirt 
of gain. There may be natives of a difff- 
rent ch.iracter ; all I can fay is that I never 
met with one. I am fpealving of thofe who 
are not Chriftians. Government infteadot 
oppofing ought to promote the appointtnfllt 
of milTionaries who are zealous for religion. 
exemplary '\a their morals, defpifers or 



(i.) AccoanC of !hr Londm 
B EgO InJies, p: 14^. for ti' 
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« wealth, patient and conciliatory in their ^^'* 
** manners : Such and only fuch are fie to be 
•* miffionaries : Through fuch men the go- 
•* vernmcnt will have better fubjects to rule 
*^.^a^d know better the real (late of thofe. fub^ 
^ jeas" (»). In fome parts of India the mif- 
fionaries have reformed thievifh'and plunder- 
ing clans called CoUaries who make nightly 
incurfions to rob, and (leal Iheep, oxen and 
whatever they can find. Many of this caft 
live in the Tanjore country, ftill more in 
^oodiman's country and many of them in the 
Nabob's country. The late Mr. Swartz the 
pious and exemplary miffionary of India thus 
caq>refred himfelf {p) concerning fome of theie 
people. ^' When the Collaries committed 
:^ great outrages in their plundering expediti- 
M ons. Sepoys were fent out to adjuft matters ; 
.*. but it had no efFedt. Government defired 
^ me to enquire into that thievifh bufinefs. I 
"fl. fent lejEters to the head Collaries : they ap- 
i^ pcar^^d. We found out in fome degree 
^} now much the Tanjore and Tondomans and 
•^ the Nabob's Collaries had ftolen j and we 
ff * iniifted on reftoration which was done ac- 
^ cordingly. At lad all gave it in wridng that 
55 they would fteal no more. This promife 
5* they kept very well for eight months and 
V then began their old work ; however 
** not as before. Had that infpeccion over 
^* their conduct been continued they might 

••have been made ufeful people. Some 

V: of thbfe thievifh Collaries having defired to 
!** be inftructed I faid, 1 am obliged to ia- 

(•) Ibid: ProCeftant Miffions to the Eaft ladies, in 1799, 
px 14!. 

/#) Account of Proteftant Mijffions iu {794, p: xao & feq: 

ftrua 
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*^- •• ftnict, you bur I am afraid you will bccomt 
^ 1 .^ " f " bad Chnflians. Their promifes were fair, 
" I inftructed them and when they had a tole- 
** rable knowledge I baptized them. Haviif 
" baptized them 1 exhorted them to fteil M 
•* more hut to work induftrioufly. After itnt 
* I vifited them and having examined tbnf 
" knowledge defircd to fee their woik. I ot 
** fervcd with jSlcafure their fields were exot 
•* lentiy cultivated. Now, faid I, one tlu«{ 
** remains to be done. You muft pay yaf 
" tribute readily and not wait till it is exacted 
" by nriilitary force; which is othcrwife their 
" cuflom. Soon after that I found they piid 
^ off their tribute exacdy. The only cocnplaiiit 
" againft tliofe Chriftian Collaries was thattiKf 
" refufcdtogo Ujion plundering expeditions » 
" they had done before." if any aflertion of 
this excellent man required a confirmatioii 
have it amply in the account (y) of the Pro- 
teftant minions in the Eaft Indies for the year 
j8oo. " The road between Trichanapal]' 
*' and Tanjore had formerly been very uniaJ^ 
" the inhabitants being chiefly Collaries or 
" profeRed thieves ; but fince the late Mr. 
""Swartz had been amongft them fo oftcD 
•• and had formed congregations in thofe parts 
" they had heard nothing of robberies." An 
opulent native of India, who had been pr^ 
fent on one occafion when this pious miffiontr 
explained the Chriftian doctrine to Heathefl 
and Chriftians, faid to him Sir, if you fcndi 
pcrfon to mjend us one who bas learned^ 
your ten commandmenls {r). We may judge of 

ff) AccounE of l!ie Protefianl MilTioni lo the Eaft Inid 
in r-oo, p: J34 
(r) AecQiint of tht Protsftant Millions, Ice. in i??t. f 
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the happy effects of Chriftianity in India from ^^^^^^ 
the following citract of a letter (sj from 
a reputable^ gentleman in India to the Rev. 
Dr. Vincent in England. " With regard to 
" the qucftion which has been agitated iri 
•• England on the expediency of fending mif- 
« fidnaries to India (a queftion highly difgrace- 
^ ful to Its oppofrrs) it may fuffice to know 
** that the native Protrftant converts are when 
••compared with a like number of other na- 
•^ tivcs the moft orderly and refpcctable clafe 
*4n" the country. Their number is very 
*» confiderable, I ftiould think about 3000. 
* That they confift entirely of the lower 
'•caft is a vulgar error; and inftead of be* 
•■ iAg, as is often afferted, defpifed and' con* 
^ temptuoufly treated by their fellow natives, 
•^ihey are univerfally refpeSled: by the latter 
*■ term I would be underftocd to fay that 
•« on account of their general good behaviour 
"ill fociety they are efteemed to poffcfs 
•■indre probity and better difpofitions to- 
•' wards focial kindneft than any other na- 
^ tives/* Such were .the effe<5ts of the Da- 
niih and EngliQi miflTions in the Eaft Indies*' 
The preceding information on the effefts of 
the London Society's Proteftant miflions in 
India I received from the accounts of thofe 
miflions which were publifhcd in 1,796, 1797, 
t9<yo and 1801: the other annual accounts 
of their miflions I have not feen. In Lon- 
cJon in 17 95 was formed for the fame pur- 
pofe another fociety confifting, I believe, of 
pious Epifcopaliansj Calvinifts and other Pro* 
ceftanc DifTenters. At the fir(t formation of 

{s) Account of the Protcthnt MUTions &c« for the year 
*79f> P! 148. 
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^^^ tbisfocicty they refolved to fend tnilTiPRar* 
ries to Otaheite, to the coaft of Africa, » 
Surat, to Bengal and to the Pele w iflands (l) i 
to civilize the natives and to inftriid): .thm 
in religion, in morality and in ufeful arts. 
In 1796 they fent mifllonaries to the Soqth 
Sea iflands; and the perfpns appointed to 
this miffion were four ordained miniften 
9hd abqut twenty-four mechanics and sini* 
zans, carpenters, fawyers, (hpeoiakers, tay^ 
Iprs^. hatters, bricklayers &c. &(£. ; moral aad 
o^-derly men, and as capabje of catechizing 
favs^es as the mod learned profeiTqr : men 
who could have no motive but pious zeal 
to combat dangerous fea^, to lyndergo the 
trouble of learning barbarous languages aad 
tp rifque their lives among idolaters and fr" 
v^ges. From the publifhed accounts (u), of- 
this mrfljon we learn the Aate of the Hea* 
tbens in fome of thefe iflands, particuliurly 
at Otaheite. The natives of this ifland dw' 
kind, generous and hofpitable to ftrangen 
perform cruel, immoral and diftioneft ads 
without remorfe, and as if they had little 
fenfe of fhame or decency. They allow fr 
Crifices of men and infants, cruelties at fo- 
nerals, a plurality of wives, unnatural crimes» 
theft and other offences not tolerated in Cbrif- 
tendom. They rarely offei) human facrificeSi 
but murder infants without hefitation, efpe- 
cially fuch as are the fruit of adulterous in- 
tercourfes. One of the natives having toH 
a miliioner that they feldom facriBce except 

(t) See the pious dircourfes of Heys, Burder, HaweJi 
Greathhead, Hill and Bogiic preached before the Miflioaary 
Society in London in 1795. 

(u) See Journals of tlic MilUonary Voyage to the 8«l- 
tbern Pacific Ocean performed in 1796, 1797, 179S. 
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^jbcn the gods were adgry, the miflioneir ^j**' 
Mked him how he knew when they were 
tngry: he faid by fpeaking to us. The mif- 
Senary afked hini how this was done; he 
laughing faid, on thefe occafions a prieft 
ivrapt himfelf in a bundle of cloth rolled 
tip Jike a ball and fpoke in a (harp, fhrill^ 
lii]ueaking voice, I am angry, fecch me hogs^ 
kill a man and my anger will be appealed (i£;)* 
Paring the illnefs of a chief one oiF his ions 
pnufed a younger brother of his own to be 
ftrangledi imagining the ftrength of the fori 
ii^ld be transferred to and recover the fa« 
tbeer: and at the funeral of a chief, women 
IKere firangled and men cm and mangled 
tfceoifelves as tokens of grief (x). A plu- 
rality of wives prevails in the South Sea 
ifiands; but is moftly confined to chiefs wha 
we liberal in lending them. One of the 
jBifijoinaries having declined fuch an offer^ 
the wife whom he rejeded doubted his kx 
ax>d was fo indecent as to come at night 
to his bed to be fatisfied of the point (y). 
A certain queen bathed every day at nooii 
attended by twenty men, and feldom had 
ai female to wait on her; and in fome pla^ 
CCS were men called mawboos dreifed like fe- 
Oiales who committed unnatural crimes with* 
iHit the fmalleft fenfe of fhame or guilt {z). 
.Th€ South Sea iflanders are thieves and 
. do not confider dilhonefty to be a vice. 
One of the miffionaries having told the 
king that one of his fubjedts was a thief 
and had ftole fome planks of timber^ the 

Um) Journals p: x66. 

• . \x) Ibid J): 4^4, 235, 236. 11%, 

(j) Ibid p: 140. 

(x) Ibid p: 19S. 
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CBAF. Y\^o faid, no, it is the cuftom of Otaheiief^P 

t^.,,,!,^ We are not to rely imi>Iici[ly on the re* j 
pons of voyagrrs relative to the innocena J 
o!" ifldnders : few flaid among them lo^ 
cnougfi to know thtni thoroughly, and thow 
few pethaps thoiight it ungenerous to eiy 
pofe a kind, hofpitable and well difpofed 
people. The happy cffcifts of" thofe miA 
fioos on the condition ot Icfs innocent Pi- 
gans is thus forcibly anticipated in one (f 
I he dilcourfes wc referred to in the nur^t 
** Beings who werf accultomcd to plutiJa' 
" and flaiighter and who lived more likt 
" beads thin men are humanized, and their 
" native ferocity yields to the influence of 

" civilization Where the lavage wai* 

*' hoop, the difmal howl that partcnded Ibe 
" onfet of murdering tribes was heard, (ho* 
" the melody of Gofpcl fungs rclbundsj 
" and the founds of rapine, of horror and 
*' bbodfhed become as iiclds which the 
" Lord has blefled. Where fmoaking al* 
" tars ftood overfpread with hitman victini% 
" even there do the peacetui temples of 
" righteoufncfs and love appear, in whick 
" not burning bodies but glowing fouls af- 
" cend to God in the Iweec incenle of tri* 
" butary praife." The Moravians or Unit- 
ed Brethren alfo have exhibited a difintt* 
rcrtcd and perlcvering ztrai in Greenlandr 
in the Well indies, in America and in other 
places where Paganiim prevailed. For the 
tjllowing account of the Moravian miffioDS 
I am indebted to the Rev. John Hartley 
the pious and well informed miniftcr of the 
Moravian Brethren in Dublin. According 
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to this account the miffionarics found all ^,^^* 
the Heathen nations with whom they have 
formed anf Acquaintance in much the fame 
fituation with regard to happinefs. The 
Negroes were fenfual and lafcivious in the 
extreme, ignorant of God, of their proper 
deftiny and of almoft every moral obliga- 
tion. The Greenlanders alfo had no idea of 
God, no laws or civil inftitutions and were 
qoicc in the ftate of nature. They lived 
conftantly under the terrors of fupcrftition, 
the tyranny of their forcerers, in dread of 
murderers and harrafled by apprehenfions of 
in unknown ftate after death. They were 
bcGdes fo ftupidly fenfual that in' a feafon 
of plenty they devoured the whole of their 
lubftance, and were afterwards expofcd to all 
the horrors of famine. In advanced age if 
bordenfome to their relations they had to 
dread being put alive into a fack, and thus 
to be drowned or buried.— —The Indians 
pofleflfed indeed more knowledge and fome 
kind of civil and political conftitudon, but 
lived not lefs than the former under the 
terror of the murderous revenge of their 
enemies. Superftition and witchcraft un- 
ceafingly harraflfed them : uncertainty on 
the ftate of futurity perplexed their minds : 
unceafing wars embittered their lives: in a 
time of peace, famine and dearth alternately 
changed with intemperance and gluttony, 
and miferably thinned their numbers . fo 
that fome tribes were almoft exdrpated.— 
No bettcPr was the ftate of the Caribs, 
Arawacks and other ' Heathen nadons to 
whom the Moravian Brethren have attempt- 
ed to preach the Gofpcl. ■ > The 

hiftory 
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^^1^* hiftoiy of their 'miffions and the uidubi'; 

table tcftimony of the moft authentic 

witneflTes prove fatisfaftorily, that the pre-^^ ' 

fcnt fcate of thefe nations after they have 

received and become obedient to the Gofpd 

is far preferable; not onFy with regard to 

the nobler end of their exiftence, but evco 

as to domeftic comfort and focial enjoys 

tnent$. And their converfion to Chriftia^ 

nity is acknowledged to have had a falucarj 

influence upon the public welfare and gene^ 

ral fecurity of the ftate. Of this Pontoppii- 

dan (l^Ji Ramfay, the Weft India merchtoDi 

in the report to the privy council on the 

flave trade, and others have given teftimooy* 

174^ When bifhop Johannes de Watteville was oq 

a vifitation of the Negro congregations ill 

the Danilh Weft India iflands, the governor 

pointed to the church of the miflionaries and 

remarked, that it was the principal forntft 

a«d confidered by him as the great fefci 

guard of the ifland. He added, that before 

it was built he had not ventured to flccp 

a night out of the fortrefs on his plantation: 

but now he had no fear. For if there cvcii 

•>vas g confpiracy among the flavcs, the Chri(* 

tian X Negroes were fure to hear of it and 

to difcover it. That the condition of the 

Negroes is in general improved in tbcfe 

iflands, and that in confequence of their good 

condu6t they are more humanely treated is 

well known. Mr. Loretz relates {c)y that 

when on a vifitation there in 1784 he had 

^ the pleafure to hear the moft fatisfaftory tdf- 

timony of the Danifh governor in favouf 



{h) Preface to Romer's Defcription of Guinea. 
(cj See Ratio Difciplinae Unitaiis Fratrum, p. 331. 
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of the good behaviour and tried fidelity of ^^„^- 
the Chrirtian Negroes, Greenland alfo af- 
fords a ftrong evidence of the improvement 
of the condition of it's formerly wretched 
ixA uncivilized inhabitants after receiving 
the Gofpel. It has produced a very cdn- 
iiderable amelioration of the external ftate 
of .this very indigent people. Superftition 
and fofcerers have almofc entirely loft their 
i&fluence and reputation. Murder is no\v 
feldoni heard of. They have learned how 
to improve a time of plenty for provide 
i(ig for times of fcarcity. The aged and 
infirm ire no longer buried alive. More 
attention is paid to the prefervation and 
cdacation of their youth. Thofe of the 
North American Indians who have cm-~ 
braced Chriftiahity have alfb vifibly im- 
proved in their whole external and moral 
condition. Many are fettled in neat vil* 
kges, have begun to till the ground, ard 
no longer wholly dependent on a precarious 
fubfiftence by hunting, refrain from warfare, 
intemperance and intoxication ; and are fo 
improved in civilization as to excite the fur^ 
prize of every traveller who has paffed thro* 
their towns. *Till the year 1764, every 
Eurc^ean who had dared to fleep a nighe 
imong the Efquimaux of Labrador had 
been murdered. In that year the Mora- 
vian . Brethren ventured to go among this 
murderous nation, and to carry them the 
joyful meflage of falvation in Chrift Jefus. 
They have now three miflion fettlements 
there and dwell ^mong thefe favages in 
peace and fafety. Several have received 
the Gofpel; and the conlcquence of tliis 

' iptcrcoqrfe 
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^^liT* iotercourfe is, that other Europeans can now. 
approach and trade with them without dan- 
ger.— The Hottentots have always been 
confidered as proverbially filthy, brutiQi and 
iavage and fcarcely deferving to be cla0cd 
among rational beings. By their attachmcoc . 
to fpirituous liquors vended among them 
by the Dutch planters, they had almoft 
univerfally entailed flavcry upon tbemrelvci^ 
For it was the cufcom to intoxicate them 
fliortly before the harveft, and in that ftatc 
to hire their (eryiccs for a whole year for a . 
mere trifjc; and from this engagement they : 
could not recede but were treated as flaves. . 
Since the Moravian milTionaries have preach- 
ed the Gofpel ^mongft tbeni great nurti^ 
bers have been induced to abftain from i(h 
temperance, to value their liberty, to till 
their own grounds and rear their own cat- 
tle, to clothe themfelves more decently, be- 
come kfs filthy ; and many have even ap- 
plied to firpple trades and mechanical arts» 
A town of their's at Bavianfkloof, contain- 
ing about thirteen hundred Hottentot inht^ 
bitantSt has excited the admiration of nu- 
merous vificors efpecially Englilh officers 
during the late war, and extorted the conr 
feffion from many that no ftate of mankind 
is too abjed: to he benefitted and improved 
by Chriftianity (^d). Mr. Cowper (<?) thus 

(d) The above account of the Moravian raiflioas is chiefly 
^xtra^ed from I^oretz, aill^led by fome oral coramunicacions. 
T-Further particulars may be found in Crantz's Hiftory ol 
Greenland, Hiftory of the Brethren, Lolkiers Hiftory of thfl 
Million among the North American Indians, and Periodical 
Accounts concerning the Brethren's Mifliuns among the Hett 
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efles the happy change wrought in Green* <^hap. 
by the Moravian Brethren on the hearts* 
leir converts. 

at are they now? morality may fpare 
grave concern, her kind fufpicions : there 
wretch who once fang wildly, danc'd and 

laugh 'd. 
, fuck'd in dizzy madnefs with his draught 
wept a filent flood, reversed his ways 
►ber, meek, benevolent and prays, 
is fparingly, communicates his ftorc, ^ 
lors the craft he boafted of before ' v 

I he that Itole has learned to fteal no more. 3 

1 the Britifli Weft India iflands the natives 
Africa are ignorant aq|d favage in the 
icft degree, *till the princi4)les of religion 
he means of the milTionaries are inflilled 

their minds and influence their hearts. 
y are even fo extremely filly as to throw 
tbe graves of their dead various prefcnts 
bcir relatives in Africa, which they fuppofe 
dead will carry with them to their native 
itry and deliver to their friends. Ac- 
ing to the printed account of the Rev. 
Coke, the friend of ^he late Rev. John 
Bey and the indefatigable fuperintendant 
;he Mcthodift miffions, above 13,000 of 

Negroes are already members of his 
rty and fulfil all the relative duties of life 
le judgment of their mafters. The Eng- 
governors in fome of thofe iflands have 
reflfed their approbation of the condudt of 
miflionariesi and Dr. Coke who vifited 
c iflands four times at his own expence is 

fo 
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CHARjii.fo fully fatisfied of the extenfivc good which 
the miflions have already produced^ that \k 
fhould have thought the mofl: arduous labMI 
of the longeft life more than compenfated Iw 
the meafure of holinefs,' virtue and hap^nei/ 
which the miffions ' have added, thro* the & 
vine bleiTing, to the welfare and l^ell b^ing -cf 
mankind. The planters and other inhai^* 
tants of Antigua, St. Chriftopher, N6?i^ 
Tortola, Grenada and St. Vincent are fb 
confcious of the political as^ well as religioui 
advant^es relulting from the labours ot tti 
miflionaries, that they fully fupport Chft 
work in thofe iflands by voluntary Gcmtriba« 
tions and (ubfcriptions. On the continent of 
Anicrica the Methodift miflSons among' tbe 
Heathen have been of a longer (landing thiia 
in the Weft India iflands. Near i6,cxx)'0ii 
that continent have been brought thro' tto 
grace of God to Chriftianity, holineis tsA 
virtue by the labours of the miflionaries: 
thefe alfo are now {iipplied entirely * by th(! 
benevolent and pious on that continent. I 
am a flranger to the particular eflfedts of the 
Dutch, Baptift and other miffions; as.it did 
not occur to me to treat on thofe effe6ls until 
a great part of this work was printed; at 
which time I could not wait for the neccflkrif , 
information. Nor would this information b(5 
very material to my argument ; there being 
but little difference in the condition of variouj 
Pagan nations, in all of whom human nature 
is disfigured by idolatrous and cruel pradliccSi 
by want of honefty, want of induftry and 
want of civilization. I refped miffionarics 
who labour for the temporal as well as fpiri- 
tual benefit of their fellow-creatures; and 
thitik they deferve from every friend of the 

Gofpcl 




[pel, of cnoralny and of civilization not 
tempt or obloquy but counccriance and 
otiragetnent ; tho' fortie of them flioqld be 
ocnt in literature, extravagant in their no- 
te or even erroneous in ibipc of their opi- 

Jonre have imagined that human facrifi- Thofe 
I the cxpofure of infants, the fights of f/J^^ ^ot 
Jiators and other deteftable prad^ices of to i>b af. 
icftt and modern Pagans were ibolifhed civUixati- 

civilization and not by Chriftianityv ««• 
t the falfhood of this opinion will appear 
confidcring that bloody and obfcene cuf^ 
is prevailed among the Egyptians, Car- 
gtnians, Greeks and Romans who were 
many refpefts equal to us in literature 
I civilization, and performed feveral hide-* 

rites long after they had arrived to the 
nacle of refinement. Chriftianity and ci- 
ssatfon were as caufe and efieft, and the 
lefits of the latter are to be attributed to 

former. As the Gofpcl foftened and 
ilized barbarians ; we may fairly afcribcJ 
k the happy effefts pf civilization. Tho 
uflians-and Lithuanians having ofiired hu- 
« facrifices and continued uncivilized *till 
ir converfion in the 13th and 14th cen- 
ies, it is probable they would have done 
to this day were it not for Chriftianity: 
oe the Mingrelians, Circadians and other 
aathens are more rode than Chriftian na- 
tis under the fame circumftances of fa- 
adc and foil. Tlie Chiriefe and Japanefe, 
>ugh .poliihed nations and well acquainted 
th arts and manufadures, publickly com- 
ttcd crimes which would not be tolerated 
the rudefl: Chriftian kingdom, la China 

'the 
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C"AP. the poor fold their children and freqtiehdf 
c«»^v^ put females to death with impunity (f) ; 
and in the ftrcets'of Pekin have been ao- 
nually expofed above three thoufand in&nts: 
of which many have been preferved by the. 
Chriftian miffionaries. When the Japanefe 
had what they imagined a fufEcient number 
of children ihey killed or expofed the oW- 
plus ; and many o( thefe alfo have been 
preferved by the miffionaries who built hoih 
fes for the reception of children thus doooH 
ed to perifhY^). The bonzas or Japanefe 
prieftsy by maintaining that the iick txA 
needy are odious to the gods, prevented' 
the rich from relieving them ; while the 
miffionaries contended that health and weakh 
are often a curfe inftead of a bleffing to' 
the pofTeflbr, and that the favourites <sC 
heaven are frequently afflifted in this wori(i»f ; 
but compenfatcd in the next {b) : it is ta 
be lamented that fuch a religion has been 
fupprefled in thofe empires ! Upon the 
whole it appears that Chriftianity exploded 
fcveral crimes of the civilized as well as 
barbarous Heathen, taught each of^thefl^ 
virtues to which he was a ftranger, is an 
excellent moral fyftem, and muft wherever 
it is eftablifhed prevent relapfes to Pagan- 
ifm and the numerous evils refulting from 
falfe fyftems of religion. 

Prefent It will doubtlcfs be urged that Chriftia- 

chrfftia°/ ^^^y "^^&h^ formerly have been ufeful; but 

•itj. that it has loft it*s influence from the weak- 

nefs of the religious principle or from other 

Puffendorf dc jure nat: & gentium lib: ii cap: a it&i^ 
Bozius dc Itaiiae Statu p: Z75. 
Muib: HUl: Eccl: cent: xvii. 
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caufes. If the religious principle is weak, ^"|^* 
Cbe blame is to be imputed to thofe who 
have laboured to weaken it and to deftroy 
it's influence on the minds and aft ions of 
men. But thanks be to God the religious 
principle is not fo feeble as the unbeliever 
would reprefent it, or as might be expected 
from his exertions to undermine it's foun* 
dation. We have touched on the happy 
tffefts which Chriftianity is producing in 
Pagan nations; nor can it be fruitlefs in 
kingdoms profefllng the GofpeK The au- 
riior of this work cannot tell exaftly how 
Chriftianity now operates in Chriftendom ; 
but from it's effedls in Ireland he fuppofes 
ic fiill produces good fruits in other Chrif- 
tian nations* In England pious and good 
tticn have ftrenuoufly promoted Chriftian 
knowledge among the lower orders i and in 
Dublin is formed an aiTociation for Drs- 

COUMTENANCING VfCB AND PROMOTING THE 
PRACTICE OF RELIGION AND VIRTUE. Thc 

fcdlowing refolution of the aflfociation ex- 

prcfles the motive which induced them to 

a0bciate: *** Refolved that the rapid pro- 

" grefs which infidelity and immorality are 

** making through the kingdom calls loudly 

" on every individual both of the clergy 

" and laity who has at heart the welfare 

** of his country or the honour of God to 

•« exert all his powers to ftcm the baneful 

" torrent. But as many may be difheart- 

*• cned, by confidering the impotence of fe- 

* p^arate attempts to difcountcnance vice 

H and promote the caufe of religion and 

" piety it appears to us definable to aflbci- 

^ ate for that laudable purpofe." The af- 

ibciation was formed in 1792 by two clergy- 
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fiHAP. psen and one laymen; in kfs than- tiM 
years it confided of three hundr^d^ and wd 
ibon encr^aied to ^ve hundred* icvcral ot 
'livhicb w^re laymen of rank, talents aD4 
worth. The chief objeds of the aflbciaiioa 
fipce it's commencement were, the ednci? 
tion of yoqch' in religion and morality; fk9 
obfervance of the fabbath ; the ufe of hn 
xnily prayer; encouraging honefty and* fido* 
Jity in (ervants; the prevention of -pei^uryi 
of lottery^ infurance and of immoral priiM 
and publications; the reformation of tb^ CHf 
minal poor &c. &c. 1 bey confidercd hq« 
p difcourage diHipation in the higher- diC* 
ies of fociety; to promote honefty and it* 
dui^ry; to difcourage idleoeis and beggiryi 
to enforce the exifting laws againft iaHnoitr 
Hty ; and how the really neceffitous mijr 
moft effedually be relieved. The religioM 
and moral inftrudtion of the rifing gcoeifr ^ 
tion by parents and fchoolmafters were cbitf 
objefts of the affociation. When but f(?« 
in number and poor in their funds they ip- 
plied to the fociety for promotin<3 cHRia* 
TiAN KNOWLEDGE for bibles and other rdh 
gious and moral tracts; and diftributed ijoo 
quarto bibles and above 3000 moral ti^ 
among the lower orders in 1793. In 1795 
they difperfed 5000 bibles, a great number 
of teftaments and 100,000 moral trafls; 
and intended to furnifh every perfon in the 
kinadom who could read with a bible or t 
teftament. They appointed a committee 10 
difcover the defedts of the old mode of > 
education, to point out remedies for thofe 
defcds and to devife means for fccuring . 
the general adoption of thpfe remedies. To 
excite among tHe children of the -poor aa 
. ^ emu- 
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•mUlation in Chriftian knowledge, they re- ^^^^' 
commended the practice of regular catechifm 
in the parochial fchools of Dublin, and dif- 
tributed premiums among the bed anfwerers. 
Itt the year 1793^ only 40 appeared at the 
jRneral examination and but 11 premiums 
^re- adjudged : on the following year the 
number was encreafed to 254 and 60 pre- 
miunis were diftributed. The emulation 
tfaitis excited among the youth, and the pub- 
fication of the names of the fuccefsful can- 
didates and of their teachers could not fail 
•D promote religious knowledge. The aflb- 
ciAtion provided for the education of the 
apprentices of chimney-fweepers and of. the 
diiklren of foldiers whofe migrations gene- 
nlly' compelled them to negledt their ofF- 
^>ring. They alfo exerted themfelves to 
mcue from poverty and vice children wha 
bad been criminal themfelves, and the' chil- 
dren of criminals who had been hanged or 
tranfported. They drew up a (hort expla- 
nacton of the nature of an oath and a fo- 
Icmn form of adminiftering it in courts 
of juftice; and fuggefted the propriety of 
preaching on the criminality of perjury in aflTi- 
zes towns on the fabbath preceding the afljzes. 
To check the baleful influence of lottery infu- 
rance, the aflfociation publifhed fmiple and af- 
fecting tra6bs on the ruinous conlequences of 
that pradice, and expofed the falfe calcula- 
tions employed to delude credulous adventurers. 
To encourage honefty and fidelity in fervants, 
the aflbciation propofcd a plan for raifing a 
fiind to render eafy and comfortable honefty 
ftithful and fober fervants who fhould be dif- 
ttbled by age or ficknefs from earning their 
bread.' They condemned thofe narratives of 

intrigues 
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CHAP, intrigues and fcduftions df nominated tete a 
jitXt$y and thofe obicene prints and balkdi 
which were fold in Dublin^ and prevailed on 
printers and print-fellers to fuppre^ fuch pd>t 
lications. A member (a) of the aflbcittiia 
coUeded with induftry the names of the boob . 
which are ufually read in the low fchooIi)i( 
Ire]aT)d, and (hewed that they tend to givt^a 
wrong bias' to the mind and to infpire £ri(b 
notions of valour, of juftice and of properqr. 
Some of thofe books are romances of tk 
middle ages; books which 611 the mind wiii 
ideas- of chivalry and divert it from fobtr 
refiedion and ufeful knowledge to extnvi* : 
gance and enterprize. Others are books, dC 
aftrology or fortune- telling, interprecatiooi o( 
dreams, accounts of witches, fairies, gboAiOE 
of charms and incantations as prefervadfo 
againft di(eafes. Some of them defcribe Ae ! 
lives of vicious perfons and the adventutt 
of highwaymen rather with admiration tbia 
cenfure. Not a few of them are novels or 
love-books, academies of compliments, boob 
of intrigue, or fongs partly witty and pardy 
obfcene. Such are the books which moftly 
compofe the library and form the mind of the 
Irifh ruftic or mechanic ! The afibciatioa 
have not been abje to fupprefs fuch boob; 
but have reconimehdcd moral tracts {b) which 
under the garb of fable reprefenc the happf 
effects of honefty, induftry and fubmiffion to 
the laws, and the dcftructive confequenccs of 
the contrary vices. Thefe tracts are fo en- 
tertaining and inftructivc that the vaft num- 
bers of them which have been difperfed muft 



(4) Rev: G: Gray don. 

\B) Mod of them written by Hannah Moore. 
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wrc improved the morals at Icaft of all ^«^' 
ofe whofe habits were not formed. The 
RKiation publifhed different forms of fa* 
ily prayer, annually prevailed on the lord 
ayor of Dublin to recommend the due 
>fcrvance of Good Friday in the metro- 
niis, difperfed 5000 copies of an addrefs on 
e obfervance of the (abbath, and (uggeft-- 
I to the late Dr. Fowler arch-biOiop of 
oblin the propriety of directing his clergy 
I one and the fame Sunday to addreis 
icir refpef^ive congregations on this im« 
irtant fubjeft. The arch-bifhop readily 
implied with this as well as every other 
ggeilion in iupport of religion and virtue, 
lie aflbciation fuggefted to fome leading 
en in parliament the total prohibition of 
€ fale of fpirituous liquors on the fabbath 
ji nor was the fuggeftion difregarded by 
B government of Ireland— In a word the 
Elation attended to every defcft in pub- 
morals and to every fource of public 
rruption which they had any opportunity 
% difcovering or any power to reform (c) ; 
r.can there be a doubt but with the blef- 
g of God their exertions will be produc^^ 
c of happy effefts, 

r) See the admirable Difcourfes preached before the A{« 
ation by Dr. Graves, Dr. Burrowes^ Bilhop O'Seroe* Or* 
t«e. Dr. Millar anU Mr. Duuo. ' 
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CHAP. IV. 

The Origin, Progress and Effects of 

Mahometanism. 

■ 

An enquiry into tie origin of Makomtar^ 
ufeful and ciiricus^^'^'^Variciis circimflmm 
ivhich favoured Mahomet's deftgns^'—l^ema 
employed iu propagating his religion'""^ Hu 

charaSler B.vil tendency of certain parts ■ 

of the Koran— Good effcSts of other farts if \ 

it Mahomet's paradife — "The doElrines b ' 

' which be was moft indebted for bis Jucc^ 
' — His death and the efiablifhment of the G?- 

liphat Mahometanifm ajjijied Cakd in ftr 

ducing Perfta and other places — // qffifiii 

bim in reducing Damafcus // aJJiJled OU- 

dah in reduciug Hemsy Jerufalem and other 

Places — M Syria^ Egypt and part of Perfi 

Juhmit to the Saracens — Other places JuM- 

ted to them Other caufes of the conquffs 

of the Saracens Chrijlianity and Mdo^ 

metanijm compared in their tendency and ^- 
fe5fs — T!he lives and dcElrines of Cbrifi id 

Mahomet compared Difficulty of maUxi 

apojtates from Mahometanifm Defpotifin 

effeSi of the ccnquefls of the Saracens-^Igm* 
ranee an effs5f of Mahometanifm — Reven^y 

illiherality and extortion effedfs of it ^- 

feHs of the doclrine of predeflination — E§dit 
of Mahometan devotions on individuals axi 

cofiimufiities EfeHs of Mahofnetat^ 

prove the excellent toidcncy of Cbriflianitj. 
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CHAP. 
IV. 

Y Mahometanifm I mean that i|_ -^.l j 
fyftem of doctrines and rites which are en- . Enquiry 
joined by the Koran, and which diftinguiflb oHgin of 
it from the Hebrew and Chriftian revelations. Mahomc- 
As Mahomet was acquainted with the Law ufefJian4 
tknd the Gofpel many of his doftrines are curiout. 
derived from thefe fources; while he adopted 
odiers which differ from them eflentialiy^ 
and had a condderable influence on the ftate 
of focieties. Hence we may afcribe the chief 
advantages of the Koran to the Jewi(h and 
Chriftian inflitucions s and all the evils which 
refiiked from Mahometanifm to deviations 
koai the Gofpel. The prophet of Arabia 
has been indebted for his ufeful tenets chief* 
ly to the Mofaic and Evangelical whcings^ 
and for his abfurdities to the weaknefs of 
Doafiifted reafon and to a compliance with 
file fiiperfticions of his illiterate countrymen. 
It would not be difficulc to point out the 
Iburces from which he derived, and the ori-- 
f^Hiak fiom which he tranfcribed moft of the 
doctrines and rites h(; enjoins. Such a dif* 
qibifition would prove beyond a doubt, that 
the Koran has not the fmalleft pretenfion 
to an original revelation ; but is a medley 
©f Jcwifti, Pagan, Chriftian and Arian ttnets, 
iblended with the trifling, abfurd and contra- 
^(££):ory notions of the prophet himfelf. Ma- 
bomet, to make as many profelytes as pof- 
'fible^ held the unity of God which was al- 
.lowed by all fefts, adopted tenets maintained 
5,5 by each of them and indulged his followers 
/With fen(ual gra<ifications. But to judge of 
the cffe&B ot Mahometanifm, it will be nc- 
xefiary to confider its rife and progrjrfs, the 
dofhines it inculcates and the duties it enjoins. 

T 2 Sqiuc 
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^^v^' ^^^^ ^^ ^y readers may poffibly dcGrc to 
know the ftcps by which a people once def- 
picable creded a formidable empire; the 
means by which a private man was enabled 
to raife hixnfclf to be a prince and a pen* 
tiflF; and the feveral caufes which concurred 
to favour him in thefe -points. An enquiry 
into the do<5lrines and eflfeds of (he Maho* 
metan code is extremely ufcful to the caufc 
of true religion ; as it dilplays the fuperiar 
excellence of the Chriftian inftitution, whe- 
ther we judge of thofe two fyflems fipom 
the lives of their refpeAive authors, the doc- 
trines they enjoin, or the cfFeds they produ- 
ced on the (tare of fociety. As truth new 
appears fo amiable as when contrafted with er- 
ror ; men fhould be acquainted with falfe » 
well as true opinions. The doftrines of the 
Koran (hould be exhibited to the rational 
Chriftian, to render him enamoured of the 
Gofpel i juft as the Spartans ufed to expofc 
drunken flaves to their youth, to attach thcffl 
to fobriety and to create an abhorrence for 
fo bcraftly a vice. By obferving the errone- 
ous opinions of men in all ages and nations 
we learn to tolerate thofe who are in error, 
and become grateful to God for the fupc- 
rior excellence of the religion we profclL 
Nor is an enquiry into the cffefts of Ma- 
hometanifm Itls curious than it is ufcful i 
fince they make a confjderable figure in the 
annals pi oriental hiftory and exhibit fccnci 
in which the welfare of nations and indivi- 
duals was much concerned. We fhall fee 
in the courfe of this chapter that the Ma- 
hometan religion was " inftrumtntal'in fub- 
** (Juing whole nations, altering ancient go- 

" vcrnmcntt 
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•* vernments and introducing a new face of ^"y^* 
** affairs into the world." {a) * ^ .^i.-^ 

Several circumftances concurred to affift. Various 
M&hbmet in reforming his countrymen and ftinccs' 
advancing his defigns. When he began to w»»ch fa. 
preach, the religious ftace of Arabia was fuch- Mahomet's 
as 'might have induced a good man to wifli <Jcfigns. 
for a reformation, and encouraged a wife man 
to undertake it from a profpeft of fucccfs. 
At that junfture the Arabs believed in one 
Supreme Being the Creator and Lord of the 
univerfe; but worlhipped inferior deities and 
idois whofc interceflion they implored as me- 
diiiitors with God. They had a multitude 
of thofc idols the worChip of which Mahomet 
totally abolifhed ; while he retained fome fu* 
perftitious rites and opinions of his country- 
men. Some of the tribes profeffcrd the reli- 
gion of the Magi; others that of the Jews 
and Chriftians; fome denied the refurredion 
of the body, fome afferted it; while others 
believed the doftrine of tranfmigrati'>n. To 
prove the ignorance and fuperftition of others * 
It* may fuffice to obferve, that they left ca- 
rtels to perifh at the graves of the deceafcd ; 
that at the refurredion they might not go 
on foot which was confidered diigraceful. 
Anibia abounded with herefies ; on account 
perhaps of the liberty and independency of 
the tribes (h). The ftate of the eaftern and- 
Ireftern churches in Mahomet's time, alfo 
affiiled him in- accomplilhing the reformation 
which he had concerted. The eaftern was 
flo longer endued with that union and puricy 



(*) Ockley's Hiftory of the Saracens, preface. 
^ ^i) Sales Preilmiuary DifCQur(« ffd; i. 
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^^^- of dodrinc which diftinguifhed the primitive 
rChriftians; and the wcftern was divided into 
fcfts which hated and perfecuted each other. 
At this period Mahomet appeared in the 
M'orld ; perhaps as a fcourge to chaftize tha 
caftern churches which were then more fond 
of religious difTenfion than of that love and 
harmony enjoined by the Gofpel. Men at- 
tached to controverfy were indulged with a 
fyftem that encouraged war ; abfolutely pro- 
hibited to difpute, and commanded to fwaK 
low the groflfeft abfurdities without daring 
to murmur. Not only the ftate of religion 
was favourable to Mahomet, but the imbco* 
lity of the Romans and Perfians who wooU 
readily have crulhed him had they fiouriflbcd 
as formerly (f). His fucccfles againft thcfc 
powers which had once been formidable in- 
duced men to believe him aflSfted from ha- 
ven and made many converts. At hi$ ap- 
pearance the weflcrn empire was overrun by 
the Goths, and the ealtern fo reduced by 
the lluns on one fide and by the Perfians 
on the other that it was incapable of ftem- 
ming tne yiolence of a powerful invafion. 
The Greeks were degenerate and the Per- 
fians on the decline ; on account of the in- 
teftine divifions which prevailed among this 
people. As thofe empires were weak and 
declining j fo Arabia was in a ftrong and 
flouridiing condition when Mahomet began 
the work of reformation. Many fled thither 
as to an afylum from the perfecutions which 
raged in the Grecian empiie; the Arabs were 
inured to hardllsips and frugality, and ftrangers 
to the luxuries of the Greeks and Romans. 

U) Sa?e ib: 

The 
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The tribes were divided and independent on ^"J^^- 
e^h other in religion and government ; a cir- Ui-iv^ 
cumdance abfolutcly neceffary to the propa- 
gation of his religion. Had all the tribes 
been united under one government, he would 
f90n have been obliged .to yield to fuperior 
power and puniftied as a difturbcr of the 
public tranquillity: or had they all one cf- 
tiblifhed religion univcrfally received, he muft 
have thought it unfafe to attempt to fubverc 

. Many caufes contributed to promote the Means em- 
plan devifcd by Mahomet. When young P|.°y*** ^^1^ 
!bc was employed in Syria, Egypt and Pa-inghisre* 
leiline as a faftor to a merchant, and had^*^"^"* 
an opportunity of being acquainted with the 
rieligioa and manners of different nations. 
After the death of this merchant Mahomet 
<;ondu£ted mercantile affairs for the widow; ^ 
and acquitted himfelf fo much to her fatis- 
fadtion that (he put him in pofTeffion of her 
perfon and property. He then formed the 
projedt of reforming religion and purging it 
from the corruptions introduced into it by 
the Jews and Chriftians. For this purpofe 
lie retired to a cave after the example of 
the Perfian reformer {d) ; affumed great gra- 
vity in his deportment; was diligent in his 
devotions and liberal in his charities that he 
onight acquire a charafter of fanftiry and 
virtue. To prepare men's minds for his 
intended reformation he employed a famous 
aftrologer to report, that a mighty prophet 
^ould eftablifh a new religion and make 

{d) Bruckei'i Philofopbia Pei-farnm lib: ii cap: 3. 

great 
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^^V^' t?^^^ changes in the condition of mankind (f). •: 
Mahomet began wich making converts in his 
own family ; and finding himfelf fuccefsful 
among thefe reibived to try what he couki 
do by perfuafion among perfons of his ac- 
quaintance ^ and had the addrefs to gain 
over fome of the principal men of Mecca , 
to his intereft in the courfe of three years. 
Having been thus encouraged he no longer • 
made his miffion a fecrec ; but prodaimcd 
to every perfon that he was commiflioncd': . 
by God to admonifh his near relations (/). • 
For this purpofe he fixed a day when ma- . 
ny who were invited to hear his admooi* : 
tions became profelytes to his opinions. He '. 
accommodated his difcourfes to the fciilir': 
ments of his he arers : told the Arians that ' 
as the endeavours of other prophets proved* 
ineffeftual God fent him with a more am-- 
pic commifli >n than Mofes or Chrift; to 
eftablilh an earthly kingdom for the propa-- ' 
gacion of rtiigion and for tfie extirpation of . 
thofe who rcfiifed to be converted. He did 
not deny that Mofes and Chrift were pro- 
phets ; but maintained that as the Mofaic " 
and Chriftian writings were corrupted by the 
Jews and Chriftians he came for the pur- 
pofe of purging them from errors. He did . 
not objed to the truth of the Jewifti and 
Chriflian revelations, but contended that they . 
■\yere defeftive j while he pretended his own 
was the final and complete declaration of 
God's will to mankind fo that men were 
not to expeft any other revelation. His 
opponents required him to prove his divinf 

{e) Baylc's Obfervat'ons and his Life of Mahomet. ■ 
(J) Koran cUap; Lxxiv, 
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nmiffion by fome miracle fimilar to thofe ^^^» 
>ughr by Mofcs and Chrift. He refufcd 
comply with this reqtiificion, alleging as 
cxcufc that if he (hould work miracles 
[his followers did not believe they muft 

utterly deftroyed. Sometimes he told 
tn their anceftors defpifed the miracles 
other prophets and he would work none; 
f at other times that they who were or- 
bed to believe fhould do fo without mi* 
ks, according to the dodrine of predcfti- 
*®" C^-A- To encreafe his followers he 
^claimed liberty to all; fo that multitudes 
iiaves and fugitives crowded to his ftan- 
4^ He promifed falvation and a fenfual 
lidilc to thofe of hb own fe<5t however 
feus and diflbluce ; but denounced dam- 
ton againft inBdels without regard to their 
ions. According to the prophet infidels 
Be (hall be eternally damned ; while Mo- 
ds though guilty of the moft heinous of- 
fees (hall be delivered when they (hall 
ir expiated them by their fufFerings, No 
icliever or idolater fhall ever be releafed, 

any believer damned to eternity. Mo- 
ds ihall be puni(hed in hell according 
their crimes 5 buif delivered when purged 
their fins by Abraham or fome other 
^ct (bj. His refufal to work miracles 
Ing created diifatisfadion among fome of 
^adherents, a powerful party was formed 
Itift him at Mecca e where the magif- 
Ibs dreading the troubles which ufually 
fnd on innovations in religion declared 
bfelves his enemies. He preached iq 
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fir i^tvy t>f the E^s 

- ^ofaGc Jod WIS l«ud witb pleafure and 
~~~ ootil he upbntded them and tl 
vttib idoUny and corruption : t 
i a dmi tkc KoRfbitcs joined the magiftri 
■* " [ turn tVooi the city. He rcti 
. '!» Madini wnh x tew friends ; but 1 
br 4 muliiiude to whom 
I ibc icbentc of prc^>agatiog his , 
I by (orcr of arras. In ins lird exj 
dWB K cotikl not boaft of fuccefsi t 
i» tbt fecaai defeated with three huni) 
aad HBCtteo men a caravan of one i)^ 
6ad KiNdbiter» obtained confidetable bog 
6b hk^itf aod lys adherents, and lo&J 
t wbolc naioes he enrolldl 
I of iDBTtjris. This perieq 
' tloa obflrudcd the [ 
h af bn idigtoo ; for had he noE i| 
_ 1 1D eifee 1^ vtns in his own (' 
be ■ight prrhafM for ever hare contii 

K'vaw pcro.: t.: -.iie capacity of a preati 
t . .: trx head of a fmj" 

My . -ubly prompted hiaj 

fcri; ^ ■ ; ,,-;:? UUthoUght of. 

hit li^tc U Mc-i::u the tuccefs of i 
-"- -, o»iftg to pcrfmaon and I 

Ae Bril he dechral I 
k (iroolwc tecc by God to i 
■HHk bw Kitbixtt aar auihority UlI 
ttMM la embrace his religion ; 
pMteadn] (o bear with catieoce 
wydi wcic oSend him while he wii| 
bte to refift (i). H^vii^ encreakd 1 
bwecj he tuiid them that God ailowcd] 
to Jckod tisemieJves agaicft thcii 
and xs be gidwrird ftr^rrgth prete 
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divine permiflion of attacking, for the pur- ^"0^* 
pofe of abolifliing idolatry and the corrup- 
tions of religion. When he came to Me- 
dina fupported by an army, he told thofe 
who defired to fee his miracles that God 
fent Mofes and Chrift to reform mankind 
by perfuafion and miracles : that when chefe 
methods proved ineffedtual he was coramif- 
fioned by God to compel men by the fword 
to do his will (kj. At firft he preached 
and exhorted men to embrace his dodrinesi 
but as foon as his party was encreafed we 
find the preacher transformed into a warrior 
and offering death or converlion as the only 
alternative to the vanquifhed. He told his 
difciples that the Koran was an abftrad of 
the great book in which the divine decrees 
were regiftered ; that the angel Gabriel tran* 
fcribed from thence faithfully verfe by vcrfc 
and chapter by chapter, and delivered them 
to him as it was neceflary to promulge them. 
He did not publiQi his Koran together; 
for then numerous objedions might have 
been raifed againft it, which it would be im- 
poflible for him to anfwer. But by bring- 
ing it down by chapters he was prepared to 
refute objedtions made to preceding chapters, 
to extricate himfelf from embarrafTments, to 
quiet difcontents among his followers and 
to indulge or juftify fome criminal /pafii* 
9n5 (IJ. 

Writers have differed widely with refpeft xh© ch»- 
to the charafter of Mahomet and to the mo- '•^^^r of 
tives which influenced him to a reformation '^*^°*"*** 



(k) Koran chap: i^ iii, iv. 
^IJ Baylt't Life of Mahomet^ 



of 



204 ^^ Uiftory of the Effect 

cj|AP. of religion. Some think him aftuated by eii- 
thufiafm, others by ambition : Some have re- 
prefented him as a monflcr deftitutc of abili- 
ties and of every virtue ; others confidcr hitn' 
endowed with all the virtues. However, 
moft authors have in one refpeft or other 
miftaken the charafter and motives of Maho- 
met, The laudable ambition of reftoring re^ 
ligion to its purity and abrogating the fupcr- 
ftitious rites and idolatrous practices of his 
countrymen, might poffibly have been the firft 
motive which influenced him to attempt a re- 
formation. At firft he could not have fore- 
fecn the fucccfles which attended him, nof 
afpired to the power to which he afterwards 
arrived, nor expefted to gratify any ambition 
but that of reforming his countrymen frona 
ignorance and fuperftition. The Pagan Arabs 
were in a deplorable ftate before his time; 
and he might have thought it a meritorious 
work to bring them from idolatry and corrup- 
tion to the knowledge of the true GoA 
Though guilty of many crimes he muft have 
carefully concealed them and obferved at leaft 
fomc exterior decorum in his aftions. Hii 
reputation as a prophet muft have been blaftcd 
by adultery, perjury, blafphemy and other 
offences; had they been known to the world. 
He muft have hid thofc crimes until he got 
at the head of an army and acquired the re- 
putation of generoficy, charity, bravery and 
other virtues which captivate mankind. The 
prophet of Arabia doubd-fs poflTtffcd fplcndid 
virtues, blended with many enormous crimes' 
arifing from his predominant paflions of luft 
and anibition. The latter he at firft direficd 
to the laudable purpofes of reforming his 
fountrymen in religion and morals; but af- 
terwards 
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terwards to the dcftru£tion of mankind for ^^^^• 
the acquifition of power. He recommended ^_,-^-,^^ 
virtues he did not pra6ti(e ; inveighed againft 
vices he himfelf committed; and left con- 
vincing proofs that he was more adtuated by a 
Jove of fame than by a fincere regard for re- 
ligion or virtue. His ideas of falling, ahus- 
giving and other virtues he borrowed from 
th^ Gofpels; though he but feebly imitates 
thefc great originals. Were he a teacher fent 
by God, he would if poffible have furnifhed 
the world with a more perfedt fyftem of reli- 
gion than the Chriilian ; and improved on. 
former fyftems inftead of debafing them juft 
as Chriftianity was an improvement of the 
law. 

« 

A great part of the Koran was invented evii te?n. 
occafionally to folve fome difficulty or ta gra- ^^^^ "^ 
tify his pailions of luft or ambition. Hav- pans of 
ing been defeated at Ohud he was afliamed *^®*^**»°*' 
^od faid, that God fufFered it on account of 
the tranigreflions of fome of his followers and 
to diftinguifh true from falfe believers. To 
iilence the clamours of thofe who loft their 
friends in the engagement he invented the 
do£triae of fate, and maintained that all events 
have been irrevocably fixed from eternity ; 
tliat God had accurately predetermined the 
good or bad fortune of every perfon, his faith 
or infidelity, his obedience or difobedience ; 
that life cannot be protracted by any human 
means beyond the dcftined period ; that a 
Kpan muft die fomewhere at the appointed 
time ; and that it is more defirable to die 
nartyrs in the caufe of God than at home 
ia their beds. We fhall prefently fee that in 
coofequence of this doctrine the Mahometans 

rufhed 
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^y^' rufhcd dauntlefs into the jaws of danger and 
of death, and " efteemed their bodies as dirt 
" and rubbifli, to fill up the enemy's trenches 
" for their brethren to pafs over" (mj* Nor 
is it extraordinary that this dodrine produced 
this cfieA; fince nothing renders men fo re- 
gardlefs of life or induces them to fight fo 
delperateiy as a perfuafion that no cautioa 
could avert any evil which threatened them» 
or protrad life a moment beyond the deftincd 
period (njn He prevailed on Zcid to pot 
away his wife, married her himfelf and pit* 
tended that this crime was difpenied with from 
heaven. He publifhed the 33d chapter of 
the Koran in vindication of himfelf; and iiH 
troduces God approving of this marriage and 
rebuking him for abftaining from her fo long^ 
though he had his permilfion to marry her. 
In this inftance he was guilty of adultery in 
marrying another man's wife, and of blafpbc* 
my in making God the author of his criraCi 
To fatisfy two of his jealous wives who caught 
him in the a6t of adultery with a fervant, he 
fwears againft fimilar offences for the future; 
but commits this crime in violation of hii 
oath, and publilhes the 66th chapter of the 
Koran which permits the prophet to lie widi 
a maid fervant and allows Modems to violate 
their oaths. He limited the number of wives 
and concubines of each perfon to four ; but 
referved to himfelf the privilege of marrying 
as many as he pleafed (0). He obliged others 
who had two, three or four wives to treat them 
in the fame manner; but retained the liberty 

(m) Sir Paul Ricaui*s Mjudms of Turkilh Polity bookii 
ch: 8. 

(«) Koran ch: iii. 

($) Koran cb: It & xxxiij« 

of 



^ RtRgim m Mankind. 287 

of uling his own wives according to his dif- ^^^' 
crction. He prohibited his difciples to many ^ ^ ^ 
near relations ; but in his 33d chapter intro- 
duces God exempting him from that prohibi- 
tion, and allowing him to marry whomfoeTcr 
he pleafed without any regard to degrees of 
iconfanguinity. Having been repulfed at the 
fiege of Mecca he made a league with the in- 

.habitants; but next year violated the treaty 
by furprifing that city ; and to juftify his per- 
fidy allowed his followers to difregard promiles 
or le^ues made with infidels (p). In con- 
fequence of this dodlrine and the example of 
the prophet. Sir Paul Ricaut mentions fcveral 
inftances of perfidy among the Turks who 
affiime it as a maxim, that they Ihould not 
keep faith with unbelievers where the breach 

'contributes to the propagation of religion. 
The Koran permits polygamy and divorce, 
repeatedly enjoins pilgrimages to Mecca and 
promifes paradife and pardon to thofe who 
perform them (q). 

Having confidered the charafter of Ma- Good ei^ 
'hornet, the caufes that contributed to his fuc- Jtmio^ 
ceflfes and fome of the means which he em- p«mof 
ployed in propagating his religion, let us take *^«^*****' 
a view of the Koran, fhew whence he dcri- 
Tcd many of its precepts and point out their 
^flR:6ts on the welfare of fociety. Mahomet 
like moft reformers accommodated his religion 
*in fome degree to the prejudices of his con- 
verts; and laboured to unite into one fyftem 
their difcordant opinions. He was no ftran- 
ger to the Law and the Gofpel, but felefled 



fp) Ricaut*s Maxims booki ch:.22« 
{^J Koran ch: ii, iii, xxii. 
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CHAP- from them fevcral tenets which he blended 
with the popular traditions and fuperfiitions 
of the Arabs. The Koran is a ftrange com- 
pound of heterogeneous opinions ; containing 
excellent moral precepts and fublime defcrip^ 
tions of God interfperfed with blafphemies, 
contradictions and ridiculous falfehoods. The 
author of the Koran, notwithftanding bis 
crimes, was ferviceable to his country in fe- 
veral inftances; by reftoring the wor(hip of 
the true God, aboli(hing idolatry, forbidding 
his countrymen to deal, (!:ommit fornicatioi^ 
forge calumnies or kill children, and by pro- 
hibiting cards, dice and inebriating li^uor^. 
His knowledge of the Gofpcl aflifted him in 
reforming the do<flrincs of this people. The 
Mahometan fydem contained many tenets of 
the Chriftian inditution, and lb far was pn»- 
duAive of falutary eiFeds and preferable to 
the monftrous idolatry which prevailed in 
Arabia. He prohibited the ufe of the three 
arrows which were employed in divination and 
which were depofited in the temple of iVicca 
with a blank on one and the following in* 
fcriptions on the two others ; " my lord hath 
" commanded i my lord hath forbidden." E^ 
fore they engaged in marriage, undertook a 
journey or any momentous bufinefs they gen- 
erally confulted thofe arrows. If the fecond 
was drawn, it was looked on as an aflcnt of 
God i if the third, as a mark of difapprolxir 
tioni if the blank was drawn, they mixed 
them up until a dccifive anfwer was given by 
one of the others. The prophet abolifhcd 
feveral other fuperftitious cuftoms relative to 
z camels, fhcep and other animals which the 
Pagan Arabs exempted from labour in bo- . 

cour 
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'nour of their idols (/)• This people refufed ^^^• 
to widows and orphans any (hare in the pro- 
perties of their bufbands or fathers; on pre- 
.teincc that they only (hould inherit who are 
^le to fight (i^). They confidered the birch 
of a daughter as a misfortune and the death 
of one as a blefling; frequently buried daugh* 
ters alive; and put even males to death to 
fiilBI a vow that if they had a certain num- 
ber of fons they would offer one of them in 
iacrifice^tp). The Arabian reformer abroga- 
ted thefe and other barbarous prafbices which 
were common among the Arabs before his 
appearaoce in the world. Mahomet prohib- 
\ttA wine and otlier inebriating liquors of 
which fome of his principal officers having 
drank to excefs excited much riot and con- 
fiiflon in the camp. The prohibition was 
extremely necelfary in fultry . climates where 
^bc fumes of liquor inSame and render men 
frantic. He alfo forbad cards, dice and other 
games of chance; as the frequent occafion of 
quarrels and diilurbances. The Gofpel does 
not prohibit the u(e of wine nor any inno- 
cent amulement; but forbids its profeflbrs to 
drink to excefs; or to covet other men's goods, 
which is the ufual incentive to gaming 
and renders this vice deftruftive to mankind. 
According to the Mahometan creed {x) there 
is one God and Mahomet is his prophet; 
^ens a&ions are regiftereJ, and at the refur- 
iftdkion and judgment they (hall be fummoned 
1^ give an accoun; of their condu<5t and re- 
W|tf4ed or puniihed according to their works, 

Jr) Korant ▼. ^ vi« ' 

») lb: ch; iv, 

<«r) S^lc, fedb V. 

_ (m) MaUvMnsunifm explained b^ Mahomet Baradan. 
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<^g»- AH faithful Muauftneh (hall be tranfported 
-• '^ioto a Rate of glory ; while the ottmes rf 
others iivHX itot be ^ilfhitted. Their' nSlim 
ate ^Tghed in a balance^ alnd thfe^^WIwi 
good itrotk^-oirtweTgh the bad ettter iwo ptft'' , 
dife;MJtit if the bid j)iic|fcnderate thty-^aft 
aftihtolibn. If the reales ftre d]t!taHy 'pc^ 
^y ftre f<Wt tht*^ ah ifltermcdtatc fr*tfe, ttS 
ei?c!utitffl froiti thtt^ ^^pfnefe -enjoytd by -^ 
ri^hlieOuis.' If'&'ittkfi'i^tKter his MtgM30i(lf' 
ibitte gobiJ aftidn fhall- be » tftakcrt tJUt dF A» 
tfat)deteT% bdancts aiid added to that' t^ M 
peffoti (landered ; abd- if the flandeftr haf 'M 
good tirioris; God tvill diminilh the^piiftillMI^ 
<)f the peifoh flandcred 'amd aogrneht tfiacMf 
Ae flahdcret. Htcfce if we irjtire tw nfMt^ 
bout* In fortune oir reputatibn, (ueh.*a'W 
traJ^ibh (hiaft be made frbm otir godeS^ ^mfei 
or ftidi an addition to dtrr pumfhrnedt w mnO 
ftiily maniftfc the divint juftice. This^'*ii . 
an ufcful doftrihc but did not originate Wkh ' 
the prophet ; having been entertained long !*• 
fore his time by the ancient Perfians (j^J. 
The Koran prohibits adultery, falfe wjtnefti 
Avarice, ufury, opprcffion, lying, gatnffi^ ; 
fwine's flefh, wine, eating blood, whatever 
died of itfelf, wa^ killed by a blow or by a- 
nother bcaft. It requires a perjurer to feed 
and clothe ten poor of his religion, or fo 
emancipate a Mahometan flave to atone for 
his crime (/?) ; while the Chriftian infticutiflO 
gives no fandlion to perjury and allows no pr^ 
fanation of the name of God. The Kowa 
enjoins charity and good works hot Hnails 

(y) Hyde Hift: Rcligionis Vcterum'Pwfarum, cap: xi» * 
xxxiii. 
(x) M&homet Baradan. 
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thctn to MaHometans ; while the GofJ^el ex- ^^^* 
cends works of loving kindnefs to all men of 
whatever religion. The Mahometan code 
threatens wilful murder with fevere penalties 
in the next world, but alk>ws it to be com-- 
pounded for in this by paying a fine and re^ 
deeming a Modem fr^m captivity fij ; white 
the Mofaic iaw which evidently fuggefted the 
idea accepted of no compo(ition> but required 
the life of the deliberate murderer. We have 
recited thofe rites, precepts and prohibitions' of 
the Kor^n ; to prove that many of them were 
borrowed from the Mofaic and evangelical 
writings, and that they which differ from the 
Icriptupes arc far inferior to them in juftice 
«iid utility. This obfervation is of (bme in^ 
poitance ; as it evinces that the Mahometan 
tode has no claim to divinity s becauie then 
k would improve on and not fall fhort of 
thofe revelations which preceded it and which 
M^ihiomet himfcif allowed to have God for 
their author. Thofe parts of the Koran in 
which the prophet indulges his owri fancy and 
in which alone he could jultly pretend to in- 
f|Mration are a rhapfody of lies, contradiftions^ 
Mafphemies and ridiculous fables the recital 
of which muft difguft the moft ignorant pro- 
feflbr of the Gofpel {c). Where the Koraqi 
correiponds with the Gofpels it tends to pro- 
mote the welfare of individuals and of (b* 
iiety ; where it differs from them it is falfe, 
irifling or contradidory or teaches maxims 
pernicious to ftates. It is admitted that Ma- 
homet abolilhed feveral abominable cuftoms 
prevalent in Arabia, and was beneScial to his 

{^) See Mod: Univ: Hift: vol; i. Folio. 
^) Koran, ch: iv. 
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^*'* countfy a& a:reformer of abufes' And idt^ 
trous polices. Ycc ic it undeaiftblc tbib 
religioa was id many . inftaoces at^ui^ 
and that fome of it9 cioftniies pnxfajcodi (<ii«^- 
fiat ef«£b^iB a)i (he naticms wbicb reeled 
it* "Tbeie to wbicb be waa^cnoft indebieA 
fer bis conquefts were it fenfoaliparftdire, le^ 
veoee and the doStrint of predcftinatioiii 
thev^ w«pe the <^irf inftrutnents in the haiidi 
of him and h^ GacctsSon in difieminatiiig 
bis^ t^igtoii' aod:^xUriiding jDheir /conqwft%{ 

•-,»■■ -.^ • ■ 'i ' -.-.•- - . • • ■■ ^r ;,- fii' I 

1^1— *-. •■ .» ■^»" 

^luTJ!^' i^Some have imagined that MahoolMtr^iidii 
^^paradife was borrowed froito the. J.<(wl>(^ 
but ic kcms ^tomo) probable be daaHredt-it 
fron^^tfic Per&iDs'wbabeKered tn /aa:teauAl# 
paiaclife- with beautiful virginri gardeiia tntf 
rivers intO' which none are admitted unail thM 
adiooaare weigiiedvina fcale. If rtbe biA 
lldioos prejponderaiie they are call inM hctti 
}f the goodj they are : admitted into f$pt^ 
dife (i). This falfe prophet adapted hb 
promiies to the dcfires of men who .fivcd 
10 a fultry climate, and who were delighted 
with women, rivers, (hady groves and ddn 
cious fruits. As the country was exeeffively 
hot and dry and the pec^e lewd and \h 
ccntiousi he promifcd to indulge chc9i irich 
gardens where many rivers Qow, where thqs 
(hall repofc themfelves under the fhadow.of 
the trees of paradife, be clothed in the ricbaft 
filks and adorned with bracelets of gold and 
precious ftones. They (ball, fays this &ih 
iUalii), enter into gardens where they (baU 
repofe . on /ine beds liiied with crimfooi 



< i) Sale f«A: iv. 
(4j H^klc'i SttUaer. 
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have wivrcs who fhall not- caft a loot but ^^^' 
upon them, and whom neither nnen nor an- 
gels may touch before them. *' They (hall 
** rcfemblc coral and rubies. There are in 
•^ thofc gardens ivoitien with eyes' «ceed- 
•Singly black, and bodies exceedingly white 
«* covered with vermilion'* (f). There men 
fliall be allowed to drink freely of wine 
which will not intos!icite; enjoy perpetual 
youth at whatever age they die, and be de- 
lighted with mufic furpaffing any thing ever 
heard by mortals. In (hort paradife affords 
it) inhabitants fo many pleafures that man 
Would link under them; did not God give 
unto every perfon the ftrcngth of an hun- 
dred for the enjoyment of them. The fa- 
vourites of God (hall fee his face morning 
and evening ; a pleafure far exceeding all 
the pleafures of paradife (gj : fo that the 
happinefs of the blefied in the next world; 
according to the Mahometan fyftem, con- 
fifts not merely in fenfual delights but alfo 
in thofe which are fpiritual and refined. 
But we may ea(ily guefs which of them 
was moft likely to captivate a carnal peo- 
ple who apprehended beyond the grave the 
fame wants which they experienced in this 
]ifi?, and who tied camels at the tombs of 
the deceafed for their mafters to ride on. 
Nlahomet does not hint that thofe pleafures 
are to be underftood figuratively, and all his 
orthodox followers hope to enjoy them li- 
terally ; while others are too refined for 
foch grofs ideas and underftand his defcrip- 
(ions in an allegorical fenfe. The epiftles 
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Koran ch: iv, xxxvi| xxxviif xliii, W, Ixxvl. 
) Sile Uet: iv. 
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» 

^'iV^ and goijpels.on the contrary convey no fenif 

K^f^y^ fiul nor impure idea, nor attempt any tbtog , 

puerile or particular like Mahomet's par»-^ 

dife: the pleafures offered by theie being.. 

/uch as rf€ bath nci Jeen mr ear beard mti 

balb it caiered suio the heart of man to .ecM^^ 

■ 

0oArines Mabomct' repeatedly enjoined his followed, 
i^wil*^*' to V wage war againft infidels, declared k- 



rooft in- meritorious to rob^ murder and extirpate 
Jftfuccef! upbelieyera^^.and promifed a crown oF mar«. 
ioft. tyrdom and "immediate admittance into par. 

radifc to^ thoic flain in propagating the 
faith. 'He .prohibit^ his difciples to dif- 
puttt about the Koran (i^) but enjoined them 
to fight .fo¥ it (i). When you meet wiiji, 
unbelievers, fays be, cut off their beadSt.kBi- 
them, make them prifoners, and never ceale. 
to per&cute tl)efi> until they have laid down 
their arms and fubmitted to you (k)^ 
ye that . are true believers be patient in 
adverfity, fight for the faith, fear God and 
you Ihallbe happy. O ye that believe in 
God efteem no man to be elected of God 
that is not of your religion. I will cover 
the offences of them that affemble to fight 
for the faith, I will open to them the gates 
of paradife wherein flow many rivers to re* 
compenfe their good works. In confequence 
of thefe doftrines and the pradtice of the 
fird publifhers of the Koran, Mahometan ' 
divines call the fword the key of heavca 
and hell, and maintain that the kail drop 
of blood fpilled in the caufe of God ana 



(i^) Ch: iv. Q) a. 

^f) Cii; iti Battle?. 
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rcHgioi IS acceptable to him : whereas fe- 9"y ?• 
vere threats arc denounced againft thofe who 
defert, or refufe to engage in or contribute 
to the fupport of holy wars (I). The cf- 
/edls of thofc do<5trines were fcnfibly felt in 
the battles of Bcdar and Muta where the 
ambition of dying in the caufe of God and 
his prophet, and the hope of admiffion into 
heaven infpired them with courage and ren- 
dered them irrefiftible {m\ The Saracens 
buried in their own blood thofe who foughf 
for religion; from a perfuafion that ail mar- 
tyrs (hall be raifed on the day^df judgment 
with blood upon their throats, and led di- 
xedtly to paradife without being called ro ah 
account (k). In confequence of this and 
other doftrine^ of the Koran, the Saracen's 
endured the greateft hardfhips rather than 
iiirrender a fortification; and fubmitted to 
certain death not only without murmur but 
even with joy rather than religion fhould 
buffer (0). In the infency of Mahometah- 
Jfm they who oppofed the Koran if taken 
in battle were puc to death without mercy ; 
fcut when that religion was eftabli(hed be- 
yond all danger of being fubverted the Ma- 
hometans gave the vanquifhed their choice 
of three offers : to embrace the Koran and 
Idc entitkd to all the privileges of Moflems; 
to pay tribute and profefs their own reli- 
gion provided it was not idolatrous nor im- 
rnoral; or decide the quarrel by the fword. 
In this latter cafe if the Moflems prevailed, 
Optive women and children were reduced 

f/) Ch: iii & ix. 

(w) Smyth's Manners of the Turks. 

(») Ockley's Hift: 

^Ojf Sm/Ch ib: 

to 



w^i^«MiJ>atde ..were (bin or difpofird/dC^ tti&thfti 
pkraibre of the^p^inct (^^ It iKoiildt Jair 8M) 
to emiOKfite theTf^wsral bamkk fMfjtfii 
MafaoiMt, laid tbe Miious fiimni.i«dn 
pioytd : bf htm in cefiabKihtag. His ^rH^Qjib 
aod oU^ing .*lin i^ountfymen; to' obfjr m 
sucbority* . We have reciced * tluf VdoAcmif 
wjiich iaffifted ikinr in defracing ehrlKacibflitd 
iccft;.: tlif XBQ^ povcffiil of all clije bAnfaMfes 
tHbes s and ^ . Ai^ onfy addrgtfaifaotn 'jdiaftij* 
<]uence of ^Ltoviftory (xnosr thffc/<ihe;^adidib 
trjbira: rMJuf ibimftted.id iiU .ai^on^ytiy^ - 
dyH ai«d «C£tefia(lical;Haffi»r»/ f^v The '<^^ 
enc tribes ibefoce/^nfided/^^^n^ 
e^ts to excead7tbttr:icoiK{tidl&oiiocf9tJt^ 
gten j^. nor can ive hi: fufprized ai' ffasCTuefi! 
ceflf^s />f r>a iicrcc . people : united under iaAr\ 
a general as .Mahoianet/ When tnflueocitt'jijllo 
hU doi^rines and op{x>(ed by thc:.enc8iisll3 

which his fucceflbrs bid co encounter. '!:> 

. . - -^ 

t 

t>eath of Mahomet, having found himfelf eftab- . 

»n!iefubl Hfhed in regal and pontifical power in Anh 

iaiT^'c ''^*** naturally meditated further coiiquefh.' . 

liphat: * Ip ordcr to execuce his defigns be dtipatdhK.* 
ed embaifadors to ihe neighbouring princes 
to ifivice them to embrace his religion ^ 
and was furnifhcd with a pretext for com* » 
mencing hoftilicies againfl thofe who (bould: ' 
refufe to comply. This was the firft ftqp^.. 
towards the extenfion oC the empire of tbe: 
Arabs, and the foimdation of the conquefts 
afterwards obtained by him and his fuccefr: 
fors. He died meditating fUrther coaqu<i:ftsi ^ 

If) Sale fe^l: vi, 

and 
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ind bequeathed to hia fucceflbrs die Ko» ^^^^' 
ran and its dodrrncs and aifo an - example ^i*^ 
that they fhould follovir his ftcps. He died ^ 
a^prince and a pantifFt the head in tempo*- 
ral and fpiricuai affairs with the dde of 
caitph ; a title tranfmilted to his fucceffors 
nrlio were kings and high priefis for 300 
jrears. When the empire was overturned 
by the Tartars, the caliphs loft both the 
nanoe and authority; were ft ripped of all 
temporal junTdi^ion and confined to the 
difcharge of the facred function only. In 
Turkey, Perfia and the Mogul empire thofe 
minifters of religion arc appointed by the 
refpeftiire princes, as^ interpreters of tlie laws 
and depofed by them at pleafure (y). in 
thev Octomaa empire^ the mufci is a mere 
inftremefit in the hands of the emperor, 
obliged to ratify ail his mandates, and re- 
gularly attends his retinue to confirm his 
ediAs (rj. The foltan encourages aJ vene- 
ration for the mufti, pavs him great ex- 
ternal hom^e himtelf and pretends to' con- 
fuit him in all doubts and difficulties (sj. 
When he has xefolvcd to riiake war or 
peace, to put to death a bafhaw or vizier, 
or meditates any other important bufincfs 
he afks his opinion. If the mufti fhould 
difapprove of his moft iniquitous orders he 
is depofed, degraded or put to death ; and 
another is appointed who is more flexible 
and complying. The concurrence of the 
mufti juftifies the Soltan's conduft, and fi- 
lences the difcontents . of the people who 
are perfuadcd that whatever he corifents to 

fq) Prideaux*s Life of Mahomet. 

\r) Smyth ibid. 

\fj Hicau: ib; book ii ch: 4, 

i$ 



itHp^v9d by Thqt Pf«y. , Su!*,-* 'rtf- 
ceodc4 tMim!. ;At ^itf ^ .inj^Mt^^iJjih^ 

port despotic -power, We iMl, nqy^bajK 
csaniine thf .«[iean& by if^iiQ^ |be .(^OK 
V«re eoybk^ iq fxtcnd ^eir cgpguaf^ i^f ^ 
jvlig^on. aft^r tb<;.fJe^Eb of ^e-'ftT'^^i' 
and ihe-;4n6wMicer«f feisj^dparine 90-dW j 

After -Mfttioihflt'^ij^attt ' the Arabs lebellctj 
So- «6""ft h« XwCfipfiw Abubelstr, and refufed ip 
kditi ro- p9y hiffi tb? vfual rtribfltO'-of tithes and atni^ 
v^xua «>^ W porfwm- otbftr vtes required by the 
>rpu- prophet<(f).v T^e .netr ca^pij.fent an ab)e geoe* 
^ named Caled to fupprefs this rebellioo, aod 
to his courage and cQudud we arc cbieSy to 
attribnte thp conqueit of Syria and the efta- 
bUfhment of Mahomecwiiffii. He defeated 
the rebels in a fet battle, obtained confiderable 
plunder and reduced them 1:0 tervitude. This 
general had an implacable averfion to (iie 
enemies of his religion, or to apoflates from 
it J and refufed to fpare even thofe who ei- 
grcfied the ftrongeft marks of renouncing 
their errors. The Greek emperor Hcracliu$ 
^nd other princes, who paid little attention b) 
the Saracens during their domedic quarrelf) 
now experienced tlie force of their atms- 
When Abubeker had reduced the rebels soil 
apoAates to fubmiflion, he refolvcd to compel 
his neighbours to embrace his religion or p»y 
tribute ; in compliance with an injundion ot 

(ii Ocklej. 
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the prophet who commanded his followers .to ^^^'• 
fight until all men were converted (/). The 
caliph difpatched Caled with troops to Irak ; 
and this zealous officer foon obliged the Per- 
fiaos to fubmit to the empire of the Saracens. 
Abubeker having afTembled fome of his 
6icnds was advifcd to invade Syria, and to 
acquaint his adherents in different parts of 
Arabjia that he intended to fend true believers 
into that country to refcue it from infidels. . 
They who received intelligence of his inten- 
tions exprefied great readinefs of complying 
with his commands ; and a confiderable army 
was levied . from the different provinces of. 
Arabia to march into Syria. In this expedi* 
tion the Arabs defeated the emperor Hera-- 
cliuSj and obtained valuable booty ; and their 
foccefles prompted the inhabitants of Mecca 
who had hitherto flood neuter^ cheerfully to. 
take up arms in order to partake of the (poiL 
Amrou is difpatched at the head of troops to 
Paleftine and Obidah into Syria ; on pre- 
tence of compelling men to embrace Maho- 
xnetanifm. The latter of thefe generals, ha- 
ving been worfled by the Greek emperor, is 
recalled and Caled appointed in his room \ a 
iuccefsful leader who took feveral important 
places in Syria and obliged the inhabitants ta 
pay tribute. At the fiege of Boftra Cale4 
cried out, 6ght, fight, paradifc, paradife. Ii^ 
coniequence of this Ipeech the Saracens 
fought like lions, took this wealthy town and 
reduced its inhabitants to the yoke ; while the 
priefts and monks ran about the Areets, in 
vain calling upon that God whofe laws they 
had violated and whofe providence had dc^ 

\J) Koran, viii, ix, 

JiverecJ 



306 lle ISftory of ibe Effilfs 

CHAP. IV. jjvered them into the hands of their cn^ 
^'^T^ mics (^). 

himfrfre^- ^hc cmpcrof HcracHus fends Verdan with 
^"f an army to relieve Damafcus which was fe 
"** fieged by Caled; and this general difpatchd 
Derar with a fmall force to make a diverfioa 
Derar, notwithftanding the difparity of nuiih 
bers, advanced againft Verdan's troops on< 
principle of one of his foldiers and Ibahdcil 
on experience, namely that it was comiilori 
for Muffulmen to rout a great army with i 
handful of men. In the beginning of the 
engagement Derar was taken prifoner; and 
his troops would have fled had not Omeinb 
cried out with a loud voice, what! doh*t jfVJto 
know that whofoevcr turns his back upon 'in 
enemies offends God and his prophet? thil 
the gates of Paradife fhall be open to' none 
but luch as fi|ht for religion? Thefe words 
revived the fpirits of the foldiers, and prevail- 
ed on them to rally and maintain their ground 
until fuccours arrived. Calcd foon carnc to 
their affiftance, entirely defeated the Grcciaw 
^d returned immediately to the fiege of Da- 
mafcus. Heraclius difpatched Verdan a fc- 
cond time with feventy th^ufand men to raife 
the fiege ; v/hich fo alarmed Caled that be 
fummoncd all the great officers employed in 
diflferent quarters to haften to his afliilance. 
When the two armies were in fight of each 
crther Caled rode thro* the ranks and exhort- 
ed them, in the words of their prophet (^A^i 
to fight in earncft in the caufe of religion* 
and to be fure not to turn their backs and 
t$e damned for their pains. The Greek gen- 

(4) Koran J vuL 
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cral, though his army far furpafled that of ^^^' 
the Saracens in number, wifhed to decline > 
the combat; knowing that his foldiers ^ould 
not fight fo defperately as enthufiafts who 
were fure of martyrdom if (kin in propaga* 
ting their religion. His apprehenfions were 
n^^ founded. The Saracens entirely defeated 
the Chriftiansj killed in one day fifty thou- 
fiind of them and obtained plunder of in- 
eftimable value. When fome hungry Arabs» 
particularly thofe of Mecca heard of the fuc- 
cefles of their country men j they folicited per- 
miflion to go into Syria; from a defire of 
flMirine in the plunder and of exchanging the 
tincultivated defans of Arabia Petrea for the 
^licacies of Damafcus, The Saracens re- 
tinned to the (lege of this city elated with 
£icceis and almoft certain of victory; while 
the befieged deliberated whether they (hould 
jurrender and pay tribute for the prefcrvation 
o£ their lives. Thomas the emperor's (onr 
in-law objeded to this propofal; and in«- 
veighed againft the Arabs as poor, naked 
wid barefooted wretches far inferior to the 
Damaicenes in number and diicipline. He 
-was cold in anfwer that thofe meA fought def* 

Crately under the greateft difadvantages, and 
iieved ftedfaftly that *^ every man who is 
<f Dain enters immediately into paradife and 
^* every man of the enemy into hell." Tho- 
mas however prevailed on tlie Damaicenes to 
xefift the Saracens and even forced them to 
^retire a little s notwithftanding a fpeech of 
Caled previous to the engagement. This 
general exhorts his foldiers to perfevere; (ince 
chey (hall red after death : and adds, that 1% 
the beft reft which never (hall be fucceeded 
hy any labour. Wc find even a Mahometan 

womaa 
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CHAP, woman wliofc hufband was Qain 
1 'y* , _j fired by entbufiaftn and by the cant of tU 
generals. " Happy art thou," iaid fhe, "mf 
" dear; thou art gone to thy Lord who firii 
"joined us together and then parted us afuo- 
"der; I will revenge thy death and endc*- 
" vour to the utmoft of my power to coK 
" to the place where thou art." Haviflg 
fpoken thcfe words fhc neither wept noi 
wailed i but armed heiidf for the battle ami 
fought defpcrateiy until Ihe was (lain. Tk 
inhabitants of Damafcus prefird hard by tk 
Saracens were ready to capitulate, when iIk 
city was betrayed to Calcd who attackirf 
■ihem immediately ; in order to anticipaU * 
furrendcr and obtain booty for his foldio!. 
All the inhabitants of Damafcus were obligtd 
to quit the city, except fuch as confefltcd 
to pay tribute. Abuheker died the day w 
which it was taken ! and nas fucceedecl bf 
Omar to whom he bequeathed the call- 
pharf/J. 

It amftei Omar fcnt fome of his generals to in- 

in 're,iuc- vade the PerGan empire and to make aa- 

ing Hems, -qucfls in Irak. This caliph took the coiB- 

an!i" other m^fid from Calcd who was too violent aad 

pUcts. fierce, and conferred it on Obidah itto 

was mild and gentle. Abdolla, furrounded 

by an hoft of Ciirtllians, exhorts his troop) 

in words to this purpofe : either we &ijl 

ibcceed and have all the plunder, or dfe 

die and fo the next way to paradile. Haf- 

ing uttered thefe words he fell upon Ite 

Chrirtians and made havock among dieni. 



(i) Ottlej.. 
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TR6 foldiers of Obidah fuftainfcd great da- chap. 
mag^ at the fiege of Balbec; from the h.^^v'^ 
Clones which were planted on the walls of 
th!at city and from a faily of its . inhabi* 
niAts. This general told his chief officers 
rival the llMghter of the foldiers was de- 
IMed by God aiid enjoined to his troopt 
j^Mrfience and p^rfeverimce j finoe Gckl pro- 
Miftd faccefs fo thofewho pertevered, and 
Mifc? deg!^ of mAi^tjrrdofh td Abfe-whO were 
iain' in thepW^gatioftof the faith. The 
Bttrac^' having prevailed as Ufual leized 
BiSr Hitbis the governor of that city and 
liroij^t him before Obidah. When the 
l5<Wfernof ■ ikw the condition to which he was 
rMii^&ed^ and the ftnallnefs of the enemy's 
oMiNtiber, *^ hfe bit his fingers with ragfe and 
*^ittdl^nation." The Mahometan leader 
:bok advantage of this circumftarice and ac- 
^ainted Hcrbis, that the number of true 
ieficvers always appears greater in the eyes 
rf idolaters than it really is; that angeli 
hnelp them as . they did Mahomet at the 
^tle of Bedar; and that though they ne* 
i^r faw thofe heavenly auxiliaries themfelves 
ft was fufficient for thc(n that they were 
ffccn by their enemies (kj. ) 

:Such was the influence of cnthufiafm in Syria, e. 
the wars of the firft caliphs that a Maho- ^J^l^"^ 
trretan officer fignalized himfelf in the battle Pcrna 
of Hems j from a profpcft of the joys of [^e^sir^ 
Mahomet's paradife. He thus cxpreflTed him* cens. 
felf aloud : ** methinks I fee the black-eyed 
^* girls looking upon me, one of which if 

(i) Koran ix. ^ 

*^ (he 
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CHAP, it (he (hould appear in the world id! 0^ 
** kind would die for love of her." Haw- 
ing fpoken chefe words he charged his ene- 
mies with vidence and made havock whe^ 
ever he went; until he was killed by ajih 
3velin from the hand of the govertkor. Th 
emperor Heraclius exerted all his fti€Dg^ 
to conquer thole enthufiaftsi and i^ppoiotid 
Mahon general of fu^h an army as iMfof 
appeared in Syria fince the invafion of Ae 
Saracens. The Greeks began the odet 
with fuch valour and impecuofity that (ke 
Mahometans turned their bac^; but WM 
prevailed on to rally by women potted ii 
the rear who attacked them fo warmly wiA 
invedtives and blows, that they chofe .is 
face their enemies rather than endure tbciib 
They were fo hard pre0ed by the Grecfai 
that they forgot the cant of their genmb 
who told them before the ei^agement» that 
paradife was before them and hell fire be- 
hind them; and even Obidah who ufid 
tbefe words was obliged to retreat. ^ The 
combatants were at length ieparated by dK 
night when Obidah told his foldiers, that 
their enemies fufiered the fame pain that 
they did, but had not the fame reward to 
expcft for their labours (/). In the end 
the Saracens were vi(5lorious ; having* killed 
one hundred and fifty thoufand Chrifiiaos, 
taken forty thoufand prifoncrs and loft com- 
parativcly but few of their foldiers. After 
this viftory Obidah. marched to the ficgc of 
Jcrufaleni, and propofed the ufual conditions 
of fighting, paying tribute or embracing Ma- 
bometanifm. The inhabitants cf that city 

{I) Ockley. 
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ing, refolvcd on rcfiftancc, that general ^^^p. 
ngthened himielf with a reinforcement of ^ry:^ 
h troops> offered again the above terms 

farcaftically threatened thc^ who (hould 
6t them with men who loved death more 
1 the Chridians did wine or hog's fleih« 
:h of the Saracen generals, in their pray-* 
. before* Jeruialemj ufed-the words which 
hornet put iqto the inouch of Mofes to 

children of Ifraei-: ^^ O people enter 
e into the holy land.which God hath de* 
:r^ forypu" fiw^.: Thefc words^ which 
Drded with their -prefent defigns^ were un- 
(tood by the Saracens to relate to them* 
es as well as-i^ the Ifraelites, and ani^ 
:ed the foldiers-rto perfevere in- the fiege. 
• the end of four months the befieged 
I to -make no further refiftance capita- 
d, and fubmitted to- the payment of tri^ 
e and to other fevere xonditions ; for the 
tcdion of their- lives and -fortunes and for 
bcrty of confcience. The fame year in 
ch Jerufalem was takeni the Saracens de* 
ed the Perfians-and obtained coofiderable 
ty ; clothes adorned with goki and Jewels^ 
: Turns of money and an armoury ftored 
1 ail forts of. ammunition. 

The next place they laid fiege to was other t)iii» 
ppo, which they took by furprize after a l^^^^^sl* 
e of five months and marched immedi- racens la 
y to Antioch the refidence of the Greek J^^ of"* 
)eror. Heraclius was vanquiihed by the Omar« 
jcbery of his own people ; the metropolis 
Syria furrendered to Qbidah, and that 
ice efcapcd privately to Conftantinople 

) Koran ▼. 
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virh a few friends. In the mcaa time Cak4 
was luccefsful in another quarter; and (eve- 
ral towns furrendered to him as far as the 
Euphrates. After the capitulation of Jcnift- 
lem Omar difpatched Amrou to conqoer 
Egypt and propigate religion in that countiji 
Conlbintine the emperor*s fon oppoied hii 
progrels but was not fuccefsful. The San^ 
tens difplayed their accudomcd valour lod 
yKtxt as ufual viAorious. Such was the vsi 
of thofe enthuflads that even a beardleis youth 
had the rafhnefs to Bght one of ConftantinA 
officers who was much more robuitj and «h| 
killed not only him but one or two mofo; 
This tripling ufed to fay that he was Mt 
influenced by the delicacies of Syria to a 
thither ; but that he defired to fight in £ 
iVrvice of God and that of his apoftle. Bot 
fore he engaged the Chriftian officer he took 
leave of his friends; and told them thqc 
ihould meet again and drink of the watcn 
vivvh belong to the apoftlc of God in pai* 
\\vx (nj. Tripoli, Tyre, Cjcfarea and all 
•j:hcT places ot Syria which had maintained 
i-.;) op.''olition furrendered at length ft) 
r'-e Sajjcensj Amrou befieged Pharmat 
C.v.j<» ^ivA other parts of Hgypt and took 
T'u.-.i by tjrcc, Uratagcm or the treache7of 
. ^*'.c' or their inhabitants. After the funcn- 
I VI i: Alcxarkliia ail Egypt fubmitted W 
tic N'alt )inc:aii> ; zvA each inhabitant com- 
|>oi:rJ>.\l fvH' his hie, fortune and liberty of c 
c\ r.ivivtu'c tor two ducats a year. During 5 
c-je e.i:::\')at of Oniir ht baniilied all rhejcw 
.;:'J Crii.liaiis from Aiabiu, and lubJuedSj" 
1; , l"';:}^'^ u:il oiiier tcrri:o:ics of Africa wii ^ 

a great 
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n great part of Pcrfia, At the death of ch^- 
Omar, Othman his fucceflbr turned his arms 
i^oft PerHa, entirely conquered that coun«« 
try and transferred it to the caliphs. Wc 
now fee the origin of the great empire form* 
ed by the Saracens and enlarged by the au^^ 
thority and wealth of the caliphs i to whom 
die Koran (o) allocates a fifth of the fpoils 
taken in war, together with a part of the 
tribute paid by the inhabitants or conquered 
towns and provinces. The caliphs were ena- 
bled by wealdi, territory and authority thus 
loqiured, by the cant of generals and enthu- 
Barni of foldiers to extend their conquefts 
ftill further ; when backed by hardy, zealous 
liid temperate troops. Such were the doc- 
erines and means employed by Mahomet and 
the other caliphs in extending their conquefts 
and propagating their religion! Such were 
the immediate cfFefts of primitive Mahome- 
taniCn on the lives of its profeflbrs and on 
the welfare of communities! 

The fuccefles of Mahomet and his fuccef- Other can* 
(brs arofe chiefly but not entirely from his con^eftt 
dodrines: other caufes contributed to pro* ©^ the 
mote the vidtories of the Saracens. The na- ^^ 
rural bravery of the Arabs, the imbecillity of 
the neighbouring nations, the perfidy of fome 
Chriftians who betrayed the reft in the courfe 
of thofe wars, and the virtues of the firft 
caliphs all contributed to the conquefts of the 
Saracens. Mahomet was richly furnifhed with 
natural endowments and well fitted to im- 
pole a falfe religion on mankind; having 
been <* beautiful in his perfonj of a fubtlc 

W Ch; nil 
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CHAP, fc ^it^ agreeable behaviour, liberal to the 
r " poor, courteous to all, valiant in fight" (p). 
According to the Mahometan religion prayer, 
falling and almsgiving were fo pleafing to. 
God that Omar laid, prayer carries us half, 
way to God, fefting 'bnngs us to the door of 
his palace, and aims procures us admifljom 
The duty of fatting was deemed fo momen- 
tous that Mahomet ufed to fay it was the 
gate of religion, and that the odour of the 
mouth of him that fefts is more grateful to 
God than that of mufk(^). Abubeker Ma- 
homet's fucceflbr in the caliphat pofl*effe(| 
many virtues. He was chafte, temperate and 
difinterefted ; and (divided all the money in 
the treaiury every Friday according to mc0 
merits. Omar diftributed once a week not to 
ihe meritorious but to the neceflitous, and 
maintained that his diftribution was moie 
rational than that of Abubeker; fince the 
things of this world were intended for the re* 
lief of men's neceffities, and not for the r^ 
ward of merit which properly belongs to ano- 
ther world. But beGdes thofe caufes which 
contributed to the vidories of the Saracens, 
the Koran contains a prohibition which was 
extremely ufcful in promoting their conquefts. 
Mahomet abfolutely forbad the ufe of wine 
to his followers ; and to abftemioufnefs Sir 
Paul Rica«t(rJ afcribes a great part of the 
fucceffcs of the caliphs. In times of prim- 
itive Mahometanifm they ftridtly abftaincd 
from wine; and the confcientious will ftill not 
drink, buy nor fell it nor even ufe money 
made by the fale of that liquor. The Per- 

(fS Sale 10 \\\z vcailerr. 

(^) Stc Mod: V'-iv: Hift: vol: vi- folio. 

(.'/ £ackj lii. ch: ii. 
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fians and Turks in general drink freely ; and ™y ^* 
when reproached by the Chriftians with 
(Irinking wine contrary to the Koran, fay it is 
with them as with fome Chriftians whofe reli- 
gion forbids drunkemiefs, tho' they drink to 
czceis and even glory in their debaucheries {s). 

Should we compare the doftrines of Ma- ^"f 'f" 
bomec and the means which he employed in Mahome. 
propagating his religion, with thofc made ufe compared 
of by Chrill and bis apoftles ; and the efFefts in their 
of primitive Mahomctanifm and primitive an°d7f7 
Chriftianity ; the contrafc would furnifh a fe^is. 
Arong proof of the fuperior excellence of the 
Chriltian code, and point out the baleful in- 
fluence of that religion which was propagated 
. by the fword and founded on impofcure. I 
ihall refer my readers to the learned and ele- 
gant difcourles of a late writer (») for a com- 
parifon of- Chriftianity and Mahomctanifm^ 
.and make but few obfervations on a 
fubjcdl: (b ably difcuflfed by that author. The 
Gofpel was not publifhed in times of ignorance 
,j)or to a barbarous people ; the fword was not 
the inftrument by which it was promulgated. 
Chriftianity had not its rife in an obfcure pare 
of the earth inhabited by thieves deftitute of 
learning, but in the Auguftan age when 
.fcience flourilhed. The doftrines of Chrift 
were fpiritual and reHned ; while thofe of Ma 
hornet were adapted to the fancies and appe- 
tites of a fenfual and ignorant people. Ma- 
homctanifm was propagated by violence^ 
while Chriftianity was diflTcminated by the 
homely difcourfes of a few fimple and illite- 



(i) 8a1e» SeA, v. 
(n) While's Sermons. 
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CHAP, jate men endued by God with tniraculom 
gifts. The Koran was accommodated to the 
ruling paflions of the Arabs ; while the Gof- 
pcl oppofed the prejudices of men and en- 
joined anions moft painful to the corruptions 
of our nature. Mahomet was not illiterate as 
he pretended; and even if he was, he could 
more eafily have impofcd any doftrincs on the 
ignorant Arabs than the apoftles could theirs 
on the learned and refined. The Mahometan 
religion led to conqucft and glory \ whereas 
the Chnftian promifcd nothing to its votaries 
except fufFerings and tribulations. The Gen- 
tiles having hated the Jews were averfc to 
Chriftianity which originated among that 
people} while the Jews difliked a religion 
that included all mankind and reduced them 
from their boafted fuperiority to the fame 
level with Heathen nations. Baylc ac* 
knowledges that no force was employed in 
propagating the Gofpel for three centuries j 
but affirms that it was diffeminated by the 
fword from the third to the fixth century as 
the Koran was afterwards. Though I might 
perhaps juftly queftion the aflertion of the 
gainfaycr I (hall accede to it at prefent, and 
fhew that he can deduce no conclufion from 
that conceflion which can in the fmall^ft dct 
grec injure the credit of Chriftianity. The 
Gofpel was propagated though not eftabliftcd 
long before princes took up the fword in its 
defence ; and was not indebted for its propa-. 
gation to thofe who cftablifhed and fupported 
ic by their power. Its internal evidence and 
the miracles of its profcflbrs made multitudes 
cf converts in many countries before the ^ 
of Conftantine. Chriftianity was diflcminatcd 
though not eftablilhed when that emperor un^ 

dertook 
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dertook its defence ; no violence was employ- ^]^^' 
cd for three hundred years in propagating it; <.^«^v^, 
whereas the Koran owed its progrefs and efca- 
blifhment from the very beginning entirely to 
chc fword. 

If we compare the lives and doctrines of Lives aiui 
Chrift and the prophet of Arabia the contraft of*cbr"ft 
will appear (Iriking at firft view. The former «nd Ma. 
did not promife brutal plcafures in Elyfium ^mpartd* 
like Ps^ans and M^ometans, but pure and 
Ipritual enjoyments fuch as could not enter in- 
to the heart of man to conceive* Chrift 
prohibited not only immodeft looks and ob- 
fcene converfation but even impure thoughts $ 
«nd recommended fclf-denial, temperance, 
charity, forgivenefs and refignation not only 
by precept but by example. Chrift was fpot- 
kfs and without fin ; Mahomet though pof- 
iefled of fome (hining qualities was a robber, 
perjurer, murderer, adulteri^r and fornicator. 
The former inculcated pe4ce, patience and 
love ; the latter, war, revenge and hatred : 
the former checked men's lulls by monoga- 
my ; the latter inflamed tht^m by indulging his 
followers with a plurality of wives. Chrift 
permitted the moderate ufe of all God's crea- 
tures; the other prohibited wine and fwine's 
flcfh. The former cohimand^d men to fearch 
the fcriptures ; the other forbiU the Koran to 
be tranflated into o);^er languages or read by 
the people. Thcybne propagated his religion 
by his owh virwes and thofe of his followers; 
the other by tyranny and a£ts of violence : 
the difciples of one were innocent fiftiermen % ,.«, 

while thofe of the other robbed and murdered 
on pretence of propagating the religion of the 
prophet. Humility and forgivenefs were the 

cliara(5tenflic& 
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CH^i-. charaftcriftics of Chrlft i while " th^ ftem 
" paflions of pride and revenge were kin* 
" died in the bofom of the prophet of 
« Ari-)ia/* The difciples of the former 
vrerc honed and humane; while the hifto* 
rian of the Roman empire (o) denominates 
the followers of the latter ** holy robbcn 
" uIjo were eager to execute or to prevent 
" the order of a maffacre.'* The Gofpd 
was propagated by the miracles and virtnei 
of its firft profcflbrs; while " the ufc of 
•* fraud and perfidy, of cruelty and injoftice 
'* were often fubfcrvient to the propagation 
" of Mahometanifm." Tribulation was ck^ 
nounced againft and a(5lua]ly experienced by 
early converts to Chriftianity ; while that 
writer affirms^ that ^^ the encreafing myriads 
^' who acknowledged Mahomet as their king 
^^ and prophet had been compelled by bb 
^* arms or allured by his profperity (f)!* 
Sherlock (q) proves that the Chriflian and 
Iviahomttan are the only revelations which 
f;rttend to bt a rule of religion to all coun- 
tries. This learned writer appeals to natu- 
ril re!i:;ion, calls u::on her to detcrniiDC 
v^'fiith of thofe tv^o is moft conlbnant to rca- 
i.m and has God for its author, and proves 
that th.e Chrillian alone br.s aiiy juH claim 
to a dfvine rcvelatioi]. liis words are thde: 
*^ Go to your natural religion ; lay before 
<"' her Mahon^et and his dilliples arrayed in 
*^ armour and in blood ; riding in triumph 
<^ over die Ipoils of thcuGinds and tens of 
♦^ thoufands who fcil by bis viftoiious fword. 
*^ Shew her the cities which he kt in flames, 

{§) G'>»l>oM rh;.p. I, 
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:hc countries which ho- ra^cd and dcG- ^yT* 
troyed and^ the miferable diftrels of all the 
inhabitants of the earth. When (he has 
mwed him in this icene, carry her into 
Us^ retirements ; ihew her the prophet's 
irhamber, his concubines and wives; let 
[ier fee his adultery^ and hear him allege 
-eveladon and his divine commiffion to 
^uftify his luft and his oppreflTion. When 
(he is tired with this profped, then (hew 
ler the blefled Jefus humble and meek, 
ioing good to all the fons of men, pa- 
Liendy inftru&ing both the ignorant and 
perverfe. Let her fee him in his mod 
retired privacies; let her folbw him to 
:he mount and hear his devotions and 
lupplications unto God. Carry her to his 
table to view his poor fare and hear his 
beavenly di-fcourfes; let her fee him in* 
ured but not provoked; let her attend 
\Am to the tribunal^ and confider the pa- 
deoce with which he endured the fcofis 
ind reproaches of bis enemies. Lead her 
to his crofs and let her view him in the 
igony of death and hear his laft prayer 
for his pcrfecutors, ** Father forgive them 
for they know not what they do" ! When 
latural religion has viewed both, alk Which 
s the prophet of God i But her anfwer 
we have already had when (he faw part 
»f this fcene thro' the eyes of the cen- 
turion who attended at the crofs: by him 
he fpoke and iaid^ Truly this was the 
Boa of God." 

We have the tcftimony of Kabizi Agem oifficuiy 
earned Turk who was educated with pre- apSut^^ 
ices agaiaft the Chriftian religion, that fiom ms. 
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^v'* ^^^ pttcepts of the Gofpcl arc preferable to 
fk ^1^ thofc of the Koran. Having been calkd 
upon to abjure thb opinion and threatened 
ivith death in cafe of a refufal ; he roaio- 
tained it with firmnefs and voluntarily en- 
dured death rather than renounce it. In 
confequence of his obftinacy as it was callcd» 
,^y^ a terrifying edift was iflued out that all 
who maintained fimilar dodrines fbould ihare 
the fame fate (r). Here we are furnifhed 
with one reafon of Bayle's (s) afiertion, that 
there are fewer converts firom Mahoroetanifai 
to Chrifiianity than from Chriftianity to Ma- 
hometanifm. But ieveral other caufes have 
concurred to prevent converts from the Ma- 
hometan to the Chriftian religion, and to 
make profclytes from the Gofpcl to the Ko^ 
ran. Mahometans employ rewards and pu- 
ni(h merits for the purpofe of making profe- 
lytes, and exempt from taxes converts from 
the Gofpel. According to the Mahometan 
faith, the wicked after a certain time are re- 
leafed from the torments of hell ; out of 
which according to Chriftianity there is no 
redemption. The Koran allows private re- 
venge fo pleafing to the corruptions of hu- 
man nature; and its profeflbrs fpeak refpeft- 
fully of Mofes and Chrift: fo that Jews 
and Chriftians are eafily converted. As Ma- 
hometanifm was propagated by the fwoid 
and intended to derive its chief fupport 
from the ignorance of its votaries; the pro- 
phet prohibited the ftudy of philofophy and 
made it capital to difpute about the Koran, 
to fell it to ftrangers> to tranflatc (fj it, 



er) MoiJr Univ: Hill: vol. V. folio, p. 164: 
(s) Life of Mahomet. 
(t) Kofs't Religions. 
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I to attempt to convert a Muffulr ^*J^'- 

Should Mahometans be allowed 
argue about the Koran it would be 
impoffible to convert or refute them. 
Dphet himfelf declared^ that of twelve 
i fentences in the Koran only four 
1 are true; fo chat the cleared re- 
in a thoufand inftances cannot in- 
Muflulman to change his opinion; 
: may poffibly be fome of the eight 
i falfchoods {w). There is one rea- 
ich renders it extremely dangerous to 
to alter or oppofe the Mahometan 
in countries where it is profefled : 
ithority of the fupreme magiftrate is 
I upon the Koran j the dodtrines of 
ok are the bafis of his throne; fo 
y change in religion mud difturb his 
nent and a religious innovator is con* 
as an enemy to the prince. 

ing pointed out the influence of Ma- Dcfpotirm 
nifm in the time of the firft caliphs; ",hf^ 
*xamine its moft remarkable eflreds du- conqucdt 
. continuance and eftablilhmenc. The ^wa^** 
sre Mahometans naturally confid^red 
tories and extenfive conquefts of Ma- 
and his immediate fucceflbrs as the 
efFcdts of the doftrincs of the Koran, 
ery man who confults reafpn or hif- 
)uft be convinced that extent of em- 
)es not conftitute the happinefs of in- 
lIs or communities ; and fad experience 
jnvince the fubjefl-s of the Grand Sig- 
tiat while their anceftois were extend- 
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^^'vf' ^"S ^^^^^ conqucfts and diflcminating their 
religion they were fabricating chains for thdr 
defcendants and augmenting the authority of 
defpotic tyrants. The territories acqwed 
by the three Brft caliphs are to be afcribed 
in a great degree to Mahometanifin, and 
the foundation of the extenfive cooauefts. ^ 
terwards obtained by thofe who fuccecdd 
them. Sir Paul Ricaut (x) thus defcribei 
the extent of the Ottoman empire in hii 
time : '' all the delightful fields of AfiV" 
fays this writer, '^ the pleafant plains d 
** Tempe and Thrace, all the plenty of 
" F^ypt and the fertility of the Nile, tbt 
^ luxury, the fubftance of Peloponnefu^ 
^' Athens, Lemnos, Chios, and Mityleo^ 
with other ifles of the Egean (ea ; the fpi^ 
CCS of Arabia, the riches of a great pill ^ 
'' of Perfia, all Armenia, the provinces 4 
^^ Galatia, Bichynia, Phrygia, Lycia, Paak 
" phylia, Paleftine, Celo-Syria and Phenida; 
" Colchis and a great part of Georgia j the 
** tributary provinces of Moldavia, Valachiai 
" Romania, Bulgaria and Servia, and the 
** beft part of Hungary ; all the extent of 
" this vaft empire concur to fatisfy the ap- 
" petites of the Grand Signior/' Such was 
the fruit and final iffue of the fyftem of r^ 
ligion which originated in Mahomet and his 
immediate fucceffors! Servitude and violence 
were the natural crfFe6ts of the governnienc 
credled by him and by the caliphs who fuc- 
ceeded him. As the Ottoman empire vfis 
founded in time of war; its laws and po- 
lity w^cre arbitrary and fevere j agreeable » 

{v) Maxims, book i, chap: i, 
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the principles of military difcipline. War- ^^^• 
Tiors became fovcrcigns; and what was ac- 
quired by the fword naturally became the 
, property of their generals or princes. The 
drand Signior can difpofe of lands, cattlCf 
lioufes and of every thing in the empire ex- 
cept lands appropriated to facred ufes. He 
iivas ftyled God on earth, the (hadow of Godt 
brother of the fun and moon arid the giver 
t^ all earthly aowns. It is a maxim among 
tiie Turks that the Grand Signior can ne- 
ver be depofed nor brought to an account 
Ifor cruelty or oppreffion; while he deftroys 
lels than one thoufand of his fubje6ls with- 
out a caufe in one day. Abfolute power 
implies paffive obedience; and great induftry 
as employed to inftil the mod implicit fub« 
tniflion into thofe who are defigned for great 
offices in the ftate. To die by the hand 
or even command of the prince, when the 
blow is fubmitted to with entire refignation^ 
h taught in the feraglio to be the highefb 
flitch of martyrdom ; and he who is fo for- 
tunate as to fuffer in this manner is fuppo- 
^ to be immediately tranfported to para- 
dife. In confequcnce of this fyftem of edu- 
cation, fubjefts readily obey the commands 
^ the emperor, anticipate his wifhes or even 
kill thcmfelves for his pleafure or entertainment. 
A grand vizier who was a fevourite of the 
'Ibltan and applauded as a fortunate minifter 
confefled, there was not any thing wanting 
to complete his honours except dying by 
the band of the Grand Signior (yj. To 
iiipport defpotic power, the emperor employs 
none in high offices but perlbns educated 

ffj BJcwt cii. iii, iv, 

in 
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CHAF- in the principles of Mahotnetanifm andrf 
paflive obedience : the children of Chriftian 
captives unconne&ed in the date whom he 
may r^fe without envy and deftroy with- 
out danger. Defpotiftn prevails in all places 
where Mahometanifm is planted; and is 
every where accompanied with fubjeftion and 
fervitude I '< Every free and gsillant peq}k 
<< whom it has involved in the progrefi of 
<« its power/* fays the ingenious and elegant 
White (%)^ '' have abandoned their ri^tii 
<< the pride of independence and fecurity of 
*' freedom as foon as they are enlifted uih' 
** der the banner of the prophet/' Ado-' 
ther writer (a) aflerts, that in confequence 
of opprefllon and the do£brine of predefti* 
nation Egypt is lefs populous and worft cul- 
tivated than formerly ; tliat its inhabitanci 
are reduced to a third of their former num- 
ber^ and that upwards of one third of the 
lands cultivated in ancient times is rneta- 
morphofed into defarts whole horrid afpcft 
frights the traveller. In confequence of dcf- 
potifm in the Ottoman empire, the fuccef- 
lion to property depends primarily on the 
will of the foltan : but dill individuals cao 
fecure their lands to their defcendants by ao* 
nexing them to the church as the prophet 
commanded. Any man who wiflies to tranf- 
mit property fafcly to his male iffue fettles 
the reverfion on fome religious foundation 
during the life of that dire(5): male iflfue, and 
annually pays a fmall quit rent until it is 
extinft; at which time the whole devolves 
to that foundation. The religious and po- 



{x) Sermon IX. 

{•) Savary'g XLHId. Letter on Egypt. 
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al fyfietns being blended together in the ^^<^ 
an; every fubjed who obferves this law 
:he prophet holds hb pofleflions by the 
; right that the fovereign does his throne i 
has any prince ever attempted to dif« 
the man who complied with tbia 
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lut ben<!es the mifchiefs experienced by tgnoranco 
vanquiQied and the fervitudc entailed on ^ j^f^^ 
k| and their defcendants, thofe conquefts mouoiiiai. 
!» in one particular inftance peculiarly 
ruftive to the literary world. The cat 
Omar^ by burning the famous Alexan* 
\ library that great repofitory of eaftern 
ationj robbed mankind in fome meafure 
:fac difcoveries of the ancieots, which 
bt have ferved pofterity as materials of 
^re and rudiments of fcience. This 
>h maintained that if thofe books .agreed 
\ the Koran they were ufele(s; if they 
Rtd from it they were pernicious and 
^t to be deftroyed. In confequence of 
MJofs of books and of the dpfpotifm ef* 
flhed by the caliphs^ Mahometans efpe- 
If the Turks are remarkably ignorant* 
3y improve their intelledual faculties^ def- 
ir^erature and value themfelves on their 
^nce of the pts and fciences^ as ener- 
|j|)g the mind and rendering them lefs fie 
^be occupation of arms. The Koran is 
jplitical as well as a religious codes and 
»met> by forbidding his difciples to dif- 
«bout or queftion it* excluded all that 
Jtlpg which is neceflfary in other countries 
le acquifition of religious and political 
rledge. By thofe teftraints on informa* 
\ and genius this fcrvile people have loft 
'. aU 
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"^"v^' all dcfire of recovering knowledge^ arc be- 
come too indolent to exert their own talents 
and too proud and perverfe to adopt or re« 
gard the difcoveries of others; while ia 
countries where the Chriftian religion ia i 
taught, we find its profeflbrs aftive^ inquifi- < 
tivc and inventive, well acquainted with the j 
arts and with the unalienable and immuta- 
ble rights of mankind. Renaudoc doubts 
the burning of the library at Alexandria! 
and the hiftorian of the Roman empire ab* 
folntely denies the fa£): for the following Kt 
fons. The teftimony of Abulpharagius, who 
relates that difailer and who wrote fix buih 

saS4. dred years after Omar, is overbalanced by 
the filence of Eutychius and Elmacin botk ^ 
Chriftians ..and natives of Egypt (b). Bot 
I cannot comprehend why Gibbon flioold 
oppofe the filence of thefe men to the po- 
ficive afiertion of Abulpharagius who wrooe 
an hiftory that does honour to his memo- 
ry (r), and who was more unexcepticnahte 
in his charaftcr and teftimony than either of 
thefe annalifts. The former of them whcfl 

940. patriarch of Alexandria was hated by bis 
people J and relates feveral things not to be 
found elfewhcre ^together with many lyii^ 
and fabulous wonders {d). Hence the bii- 
torian of the Roman empire might eafily 
have perceived, why an author accuftonKd 
to relate new and marvellous events was 
likely to be filent about the well-known • 
fait of the burning of the library. Elma- 

»>38. cin, having filled a pofl of diftinftion and 

(hj Clnp: li. 

(c) Bayk's Life of Abulpharagius, 

(</) A N«w auJ Ctiierai Biojgraphioil DidlUnaryi Aft Si* 
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ttu(k under Mahometan princes, muft reafon- ^^y^^* 
ibly have been attached to their religion i 
»nd government. He calls the impoftor 
bimfelf Mahomet pf glorious memory, em- 
[Jfcror of the faithful, and his followers the 
i^rthodox : fo that if not a Mahometan he 
Dtaift have been a time-ferving Chriftian, 
Idd unlikely to relate a fad difgracefiil to 
OttiBT one of the mod renowned of the ca* 
lijphs. « They" fays Bayle (^) " who con- 

* fider the meafures Elmadn Was obliged 
■* to keep in his high office will not think 

* it fttange that he fpeaks honourably of 

* the caliphs J and never difrefpeftfully of 

* the Mahometan religion.'* Another rea- 
Ibn why Mr. Gibbon denies the burning of 
tte library, is the inconfiftcncy of fuch con-^ 
^Ai9: with certain opinions of Mahometan ca- 
tftjfts who allow the faithful to read pro- 
^ne authors, and do not fufFer the books 
tf Jews or Chriftians to be burned from a 
Wpeft which they entertain for the name 
%God(/). But let me afk whether thefe 
j'ljfjlftions were entertained in the time of 
^mar? and whether it is not abfurd to 
tuppofe this caliph to be acquainted with 
tKahometan cafuiftry which did not prevail 
ttttil after his time ? Even this hiftorian 
"Mmits, that fome cafuifts were on other 
\Sc6afions extremely illiberal, and condemn- 
ed fome caliphs who were encouragcrs of 
faming. " Superftition/^ fays he, " waa 
.* alarmed at the introduftion even of ab4 
*• ftraft fciences ; and the more rigid doc- 
*** tors of the law condemned the raAi and 



..ft) Life of Elmacin. 
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CHAP, ti pernicious curioGty of Almacnon" (g)^ If 
fuch men had flouriihed in the time of Omari 
we cannot doubt but they would encourage 
him to burn rather than reftrain him from burn- 
ing the library. Mr. Gibbon denies the b^d 
effcfls which are fuppofed to have arifen ' 
from that event; fince thofe clafljcks have 
been fpared. which Quincilian enumerates and 
to which the fuflrage of antiquity has ad- 
judged the firft place of genius and glory, 
" The contempt of the Greeks for barbaric 
** fcience," fays he, " would fcarcely admit 
'* the Indian or Ethiopic books into the I- 
*' brary of Alexandria ; nor is \% proved di^ 
** philofophy has fuftaincd any real lofe fm^ 
" the exclufion of them" {b). But furdjf 
Quintilian does not pretend to enumerate iQ ; 
books of genius, judgment or inforraatibn in 
the ancient world. He is filent about the 
works of the Egyptians, Chaldeans, lodiaas 
and Phenicians from whom the Greeks bor- ' 
rowed ; though with many of their writiin 
they muft have been little acquainted, h 
it probable that the Greeks who were noto- 
rious plagiaries would exclude from their fi- 
braries the writings of barbarians from whom I 
they derived knowledge while they affeded I 
to defpife them ? If thefe writings were ad- 
mitted into the library and confumed by the 
fiamcs, the lofs of them to literature might be 
lamented but cannot be afcertaincd. 

^ ■ - 

iiubcraiuy The Korau encourages revenge and e?- 
&^xtortion prcfsly enjoins a retaliation of injuries. "We 
u hjjvc ordained the talip/* fays Mahoaxd 
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I.** a man for a man, an eye for an eye, a nofe '^^y ^* 

*' for a nofei an ear for an ear« a tooth for 

}* a toothy a wound for a wound/* In ano-^ 

.ther pafTage he thus expreiTcs the fame idea 

10 general terms, offend them that offend you 

in the fame manner that they (hall have of- 

>feQded you (y). In confequence of thofe 

:|>recepts the Turks are vindiftive beyond 

(ezprcfCon; parents remind their children of 

Any injury they received and excite them to 

revenge: fo that this people leldom forget or 

Jtorgive any injury which has been offered to 

. I^em. Here it is worthy of obfervation that 

-i^ahomet built his law of retaliation on a 

iiniftaken conception of the Mofaic code* 

The Hebrew lawgiver did not authorize in* 

dividuals to pull out the eye or tooth of thofe 

who injured them in thefe refpedsi but in* 

JiBDded his law as a direflion to judges in the 

puni(bment of offences: while fome Jews and 

after them Mahomet and his followers con^ 

iidcred it as juftifying individuals in avenging 

their own wrongs^ The Koran has infpired 

its profeflbrs not only with a vindictive but 

an illiberal fpirit; and the firft idea impreffed 

OD the minds of its profeffbrs was an hatred 

.9f other fedls (/»). Not long after Mahomet, 

Chriffians were feparated from their Mahom» 

^ftan fellow-fubjeds by a turban or girdle of 

.m leis honourable colour, and inllead of horf- 

es or mules were obliged to ride on aQes 

in the attitude of women. We read of ^ 

Muflulman who could not dived himfelf of 

an illiberal fpirit even in the aft of recount'^ 

.log his own virtues? *' Thefe are all my 

/jr) Korany ti. v. 

\m) Volncy's Travels to Syria and EgyP^f c^«* xxxv* 

Y 2 « Virtues/* 
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CHAP, cc virtues," fays he, " and by the prafifice of 
" thefc I doubt not of finding entrance into 
** paradife where the faithful fliall fet their 
" feet on the necks of the enemies of ouir 
" holy law and enjoy all forts of happinefs"(4). 
In confequence of the precepts of the Koratt 
and the practice of the firft caliphs, tKfc 
Turks confider all who refufe to adopt their 
religion as perfons whom they may lawfully 
rob, murder or extirpate ; nor could any 
thing preferve other fcfts from their enthn- 
^aftic fury except political confidcraticwi 
which in fome degree abate their inveterate 
prejudices. In Mahometan countries fubjeft 
to the foltan viceroys exercife all forts of 
extortion on Chriftians; and never want W- 
dences to juftify them againft their coifii 
plaints. In Egypt the cadis are fo partial i& 
the diftribution of juftice that it is fcarcely 
pofTible for a Chriflian to gain a fuit againft 
a Mahometan; and the oaths of two Chril^ 
tians are reckoned but as one. If a Turk 
kill a Chriftian he is only fined; while a 
Chriftian can not even ftrike a Muffulman 
without rifquing his life^^^. 

Bid ef- There is one doftrine of the Koran which 
fjic«ts of j^^s been particularly deftru6live in thofe coun- 
tiine Jf tries where it is profcflcrd. The prophet has 
T'^f^/J^*' told his followers that God has numbertd 
their days and predcftinatcd their fate; that 
every h-jman event is irrevocably fixed, and 
not only the time but the manner and cir- 
cumftances of man's death fo unalterably fet- 
tled, that the devout Mufiulman thinks it 



2:;«tion* 



{a.) Tnrkiftj Spy, 
(A) Volncy. 
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criminal to attempt to alter what was pre- ^^.^^^ 
ordained by God. In confequence of this 
^axim, the Mahometans judge all precau- 
tion for faving life both impious and vainj 
nor have they until lately been prevailed on 
in Conftantinople and in other parts of thq 
Ottoman empire to employ any remedy 
againft the plague which makes dreadful ha- 
iKKk in thofe countries. They ufe medi- 
qines not for the purpofe of protrading life 
\fat of allayipg pain ; confider the plague 
as the dart of the Almighty who infallibly 
bits his mark, and think it (inful to attempt 
tf> efcape it by changing infeftcd for falu- 
brious air. The Egyptians will even wear 
tbj? apparel of the infeded without the fmall- 
cft apprehenfions J and as familiarly attend 
the beds and frequent the company of the 
pcftilential as we affociate with perfons who 
j|-c gouty or rheumatic. Sir Paul Ricaut(^) 
aiffirms that Conftantinople would be depo- 
pulated by war and peftilence, if that city 
was not fupplied with (laves annually im- 
ported thither from the Black Sea and by 
incurQons into Poland. The plague at Con- 
jftantinople is preferved and propagated by 
|]ealers in old clothes who fell even the furs 
of thofe who have died of that difeafe (J). 
The plague does mifchief alfo in Cairo 
every year ; and would be more fatal there 
if its violence had not been allayed by cool-- 
ing breezes which blow regularly from the 
north in that city at the fummer folftice. 
Though experience tells predeftinarians that 
Chriftians who fly from infedion furvive. 



(r) Maxims ^ook i chap: 14 & book ii ch: S« 
{dj Dt Tott^i Memoirs pait i. 
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chap; while whole cities of them are depopulated} 
yet fo firmly fixed is the opinion of &te 
that they will ncU quit the apartments of 
the fick, where efpecially in the families of 
the opulent many fervants, the healthy and 
difeafcd lie proaiifcuoudy in the faii^e room 
and often perifh togecher. In fome places 
men are forbidden to abandon the city or 
their houfcs, or to fhun the con\erfation of 
infeftious perfons where bufinels invites thcmj 
but advifed to avoid contagi nis places where 
they have no bufinefs to cranradt. Many 
men of fenfe (hun the plague and retire 
from infeftious to wholefome airi n :: con- 
fiding in the prophet's m.ixim cuiiiK.r) tp 
experience (e). Savary maintains that tjie 
plague is not a native of Egypt, but is ioi- i 
ported thither by the infedlcd goods of lurk- ^ 
llh merchants » and that a dileafe which did 
little mifchicf in ancient Lacedemon, Athens * 
and Byzantium would be equally harmlcft i 
in thole countries in modern times, were it ;, 
not for the doftrine of fate and the difre- ] 
gard of Mahometan governments to the 
health of their fubjefts. In confequencc of 
thefe two caufes, this malady fometimes , 
fwecps away at Cairo three hundred thou- 
fand fouls \ and has lately dedroyed two 
hundred thoufand at Mofcow, having been 
];)ro^:agated by peftiferous luerchandize from 
the warehoufes of the Jews (f). In Egypt 
the balhaws or deputy governors derive great 
emolument from the dodrine of predeftim^ 
lion and from the evils which attend iU 



(/) Ricaat ii, 8. 

\f) Suvury Letter xliYt 
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BeGdes paying the Grand Signior an cxor- ^J^^- 
bitant rent, thefe men are obliged to fup*i ,' 
port the terbple of Mecca, to maintain a 
Certain number of troops and to fupply him 
With Haves of which there are multitudes in 
Africa. As the office of bafhaw generally 
lafts but one year, he exercifcs every kind 
of extor ion both to pay the folcan his rent 
^hd to enrich himfelf in that time; but de- 
rives his principal emolument from the plague 
^hich annually fweeps away thoufands. Eve- 
ry perfon being only tenant for life, and life 
iifelf precarious; when he dies bis property 
reverts to the emperor or his viceroy who 
(ells it immediately, and has fbmetimes fold 
the fame eftate to three or four perfons in 
ithc courfe of one week (g). The doftrinc 
t)ff unalterable fate creates an indifference for 
all things and renders it's profeffors inadlive 
to an extraordinary ' degree. Men who are 

Ecrfiiaded that every thing is predetermined 
y God naturally indulge in eafe; thinking 

'ic vain nay impious to interpofe. As this 
idoftrine drftroys free agency; it renders rea- 

'Con ufelcfs, difcourages induftry and prevents 
men from exercifing their talents to obflruft 
or remedy cvik which may threaten or be- 
fkl them. The difciple of Mahomet beholds 
with ftupid indifference his parents, children 
and friends languifh or expire ; and his coun- 
try delblated by peftilence, without exerting 
a fingle effort to check its baleful influence 
or to mitigate its rage. He feels none of 
the pious refignation of a good Chriftian un- 

' der his fufferings; and receives benefits from 
Cod without expreffing or feeling any emo- 

(^) Mod: Cmr: Hift: yoI: vl folio, book xxi ch;ip: 3. 
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^iv^^' tion of gratitude. A Turk, who narrowly: 
> efcapes deftrudtion from the fall of an hou(e» 
inftead of returning thanks for his deliver- 
ance from impending ruin cries out, that the,, 
hour is not yet come which God has pre- 
ordained for his departure from this life (^)« 

Juh^me°^ Let us confider the eflFefts of Mahomfltav 
andevo.' devotions on the ftate of individuals and the. 
^\°"j^^J"' welfare of fociety in Turkifh countries. The i 
9nd com- prophet acquainted his followers that God lent , 
ixiunitics. ^YiQ Koran to the loweft heaven in the month^l 
of Ramadan ; and that the angel Gabrid'*, 
brought it down from thence and deliverc4r«f 
it to him chapter by chapter. In commemcH/ 
ration of this extraordinary event Mahomet// 
ordered a faft on this month ; which bear(ii. 
fome refemblancc to our lent but is morc^ 
rigoroufly obfcrved. The Mahometan fiift. 
confifts in abftinence from meat, drink and 
lying with their wives ; and requires a conftant 
attendance in places of wcrihip from fun rife 
to the end of the evening twilight. Mufful- 
men reckon this month holy, and brieve that 
as long j^s it lails the gates of paradife arc 
o'jen and tbofc of heii fliut. None are ex- 
cufcd from fafting on this month unlefs; they 
are fick or on a journey ; in which cafe this 
faft is obferyed on another month. So great 
a venc^-ation have the Mahometans for their 
prophet, that every perfon, animal or thing 
which has any relation to him are treated 
with the highcft: refpcft. Piiefts kiis the Ko^ 
ran and bow to ir, MuHuhrxn reverence the 
be-aft which carried it: an-.! even the handker-: 
chief that wip::d o£' the fv/cati nor is any 



fl) Smyth's Mr. n 05^3. 
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-fon allowed to touch the Koran without 
Died hands and a clean napkin. The Ma- 
:iietans venerate every piece of paper j bc;- 
ife as (bme have imagined the Koran ia 
teen on that (ubftance; while qthers ac- 
int for their veneration in a different man* 
- The Turks refpeft every piece of paper 
ich comes in their way ; as the name of 
ci might be written upon it, and thrufl: it 
> fome place where it cannot be trampled 
They imagine that when Mahomet (hall 
bmon his followers to heaven on the day 
judgment^ they mud in their way thither 
Ik over grates of hot iron barefooted ; and 
It thefe pieces of paper which they faved 
tn being trodden upon (hall then be put 
ider their feet; to preferve them from the 
rture of the red hot bars (k). The de* 
^ants of the Arabian prophet are ex- 
ipted from legal profecutions in courts of 
licature; and in Cairo bis fliirc is preferved 
d carried in procefljon on certain days with 
»t pomp and ceremony. Every perfon is 
{uired to viGc his tomb at Mecca at ieafl 
ce in his life, except under particular cir* 
cnftances. They who have performed this 
grimage are confident they are abfolvcd 
ro all (in, and fure of being rewarded with 
! joys of paradife. Some pilgrims on their 
urn from the tomb rcfolve on filencc for 
ree or four years; .while others put out 
sir eyes, as if every thing elfe was beneath 
sir r^ard after a fight fo divine ^/^. The 
rand Signior draws great part of his reve- 
les firom the tribute paid by pilgrims going 




I) Balbequ: de moribas Turcanim epitl; I p: 50, 
Vj Bj|yle'$ i.ife of Mahom^C. 
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CHAP. ^/) Mecca; and as a mark of veneration for 
the prophet annually fends into Arabia 500 
fequins, a Koran covered with gold, and is 
much black ftuff as ferves for a tent ia the 
mofque at Mecca (w). When the new tent 
is eredbed pilgrims tear the old to pieces; 
and each or them carries home a rag wbidi 
is confidered as a precious relic having bccQ 
fo long near to the bones of the prophet (i). 
The Koran requires this pilgrimage from ^ 
who are in a condition to make it; and de- 
clares that they who decline it might as wdl 
die Jews or Chridians as in the Mahomeuo 
religion. In confequence of this command 
the pilgrimage to Mecca is reckoned fo ef- 
fential a branch of pradical religion, that 
*' the Muflulman muft leave his friends, 6* 
<' mily and country, and expofe himfelf to 
•* the perils of a long journey through barren 
^< fands and beneath a burning fky, to vifit 
^* the temple of Mecca and the tomb of 
" their prophet" (p). Such multitudes an- 
nually affemble at Mecca from different Ma- 
hometan countries in honour of him, that it 
is become a place of traffic to which men 
carry the merchandize of their own count7 
and return home with the richeft goods of 
Perfia and the Eaft Indies. Devotion has 
cilablifhed a fair at Mecca ; and caravans of 
f.)rty thoufand merchants and devotees kt out 
once a year from Cairo, Damafcus and other 
places fo as to meet on the way, and travel 
togelher unmolefted to that city. Without 
fiich aflbciations, no commerce could be car- 
ried on between countries fo diftanti nor 

(«) See Mo«l: Unir; Ilift: vol. i k vi folio. 

(*) Smyth's Manners. 

Q) WJi^te's Sermons, IXth. 

could 
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<xmld individuals nor even fmall bodies of ^^^^* 
men fafely travel thro* barren defarts^ where^ , ■ ^' i^ 
they ivere liable to be infcfted by the Arabs 
or deftroyed by wild beads (;). 

From what has been delivered in this fee* %tPte» of 
tion, we may judge of the influence of the Jjjjl^*' 
Mahometan inftttution in thofe countries in prove th« 
which it is profefTed. We have pointed out ^^^ 
its principal bad cffcfts and may reduce them ©/ 9*""** 
to the following heads i namely a fpirit of re- '**°'^' 
venge, hatred of other fedSi the defjpotifm of 
rulers, the ignorance and (ervitude of fubjeflst 
the depopulation of countries by war and pef- 
tilence, and the inconveniences to individuals 
and the public from pilgrimages to Mecca* 
Thefe evils are the natural offspring of the 
dodrines and pradices of the preachers and 

Srofeffors of Mahometanifm, and furnifh a 
Tong argument of the excellence of the 
Chriftian code by the obfervance of whole 
precepts all thofe evils would vanifh or difap- 
pear. If we may judge of the truth and di- 
vinity of a religious fyftem from the tendency 
and real efFe£t& of its dodrines, we mud con* 
elude that Mahometanifm could not have 
been iafpired by a good and wife God, who 
never didates what upon the whole is hoftile 
to the tempoial happinefs of his creatures. 
We Ihould not allow thofe dodrines to be 
of divine origin which tend to the dedrudion 
of mankind; while they pretend to advance 
men's eternal wel^re. Having pointed out 
the happy effeds of Chridianity in numerous 
ioftances, we may, if we compare thefe effeds 
with the evils chat have arifcn from Mahome* 

M Mod: Um Rift; Tofc ri UWq^ book xxi cb«p: 3. 
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^^^' tanifm, form a general opinion of the trutli or 
falftiood of jhofe different fyftems of religion. 
Yet Mr, Gibbon approves the popular creed 
of the Mahometans: " there is but one God, 
" and Mahomet is his prophet ;" and thinks 
it fo rational that a philofophic Theift might 
be induced to fubfcribe it (r). I admit that 
a philofophic Theift would not heficate to 
fubfcribe the former part of this creed rela- 
tive to the unity of God j but furely a philo- 
fbpher could not readily be convinced that 
Mahomet was a prophet commifTioned by that 
God. This philofophic hiftorian and Theift 
inumates that Mahomet was indebted for his 
Koran to his own refearches and not to the 
affiftance of Jews or Chriftians ; fince " the 
** uniformity of a work denotes the hand of a 
" finglc artift" (s). Admitting the truth of 
this propofltion it neceflfartly follows, that the 
Koran which is a compound of hetercgcneous 
materials, of truth and falihood, of Jow and 
fublime ideas was not the work of one man* 
This writer who attributes uniformity to Ma- 
hometanifm admits, that in a verfion of the 
Koran " the European infidel will perufc with 
** impatience the endlefs incoherent rhapfody 
•^ of fable, and precept and declamation which 
** feldoni excites a fentiment or an idea; which 
" fometimes crawls in the duft and is fomc- 
*' times loft in the clouds" (/). Lee me alk 
how the hiftorian can reconcile this incohe- 
rent rhapfody of fable, and precept and decla- 
mation, &c. with the uniloimity which he 
afcribed to the Mahometan lyftem a few pa- 
ges before ? 



(r) H'ft: ch: !• 

(0 IbiU, (0 Ibid. 



CHAP* 




^f jReBgion on Manldnii 33^ 



CHAP. V. 
Ah Examination of a few Points rela* 

TIVE TO THE TENDENCy AND EfFECTS OF 

THE Heathen, Jewish and Christian 

RELIGIONS. 

JB^ hws of Mofes ffeferahle to fhoje of tlea^ 
then lawgivers — Mofaic account of the Crea^ 
tioH tends to remove Jdme errors of naturalifis 
■ " Hebrew writings ufeful in chronology and 

itftory Evil tendency of Heatbenifm not 

€okntera£led by it's priefls ^he laws of 

Cbrijiians more humane than thoje of Bea^ 
thens. 



A H O' the political fyftcms of The lawi 
the Heathen lawgivers were in general wife preferrbh^ 
and juft, yet were they inferior to that of ^'*^°^«<>^ 
Mofes in many particulars. The Mofaic law lawgUxrs 
forbids men to engage in war but for felf- 
defence or to obtain fatisfaftion for injuries, 
to invade an enemy's country until reftitu- 
tion was refufed, to cut down fruit trees or 
to commit unneceffary wade or havock of 
iiny kind ; whereas we cannot find any thing 
of this kind in all the codes of the Heathen 
lawgivers. We alfo find in the Mofaic code 
many preffing exhortations to relieve the poor, 
the ftranger, the fatherltfs and the widow; 
which cannot be equalled in the laws of 
other ancient kingdoms, ^hou fhalt not har^ 
din thine heart nor fhut thine hand from thy 
poor brother — thou fhalt open thine hand wide 
unto thy brother y to the poor and 'to the needy 
in the land — fVhen ye reap the harvejlj thou 

fhalt 
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^^^^ fiiaU not wbolfy reap the eormr of thy jW/ 
nor gather the gleanitigs if thy hearveft i thai 
Jbah leave them to the poor and to the Jlrmh 
ger. The unbeliever cannot point out wf 
hunoane law like thefe in the codes of So- 
lon» Lycurgus or other lawgivers of antiqui- 
ty. Inceftubus marriages were common ia 
^gypt, PerHa^ Arabia and even in Greece j 
but prdiibited by Mofes as contrary to oi- 
ture and found policy, and the (ource d 
numberlefs irregularities in private &miliesi 
Some ancient nations had afyla for the ibtV 
ter of cnQiinals; and Mofes appointed dcies 
for involuntary manflayers to fly to for re« 
fuge» The latter were intended as a protec- 
tion to the innocent only; while the afyla 
of the Greeks and Romans equally proteded 
the innocent and guilty (aj. In the Hebrew 
republic a woman who killed her child or a 
father who expofed his new-born infant wouM 
have been treated as murderers ; while among 
the Greeks and Romans their laws allowed 
them to expofe infants or put them to death. 
Komulus required every citiasen to prefervc 
all his males and his eldeft female ; and per- 
mitted him to deHroy his other females and 
to expofe weak or defoimed children (h)* 
According to the old Roman laws fathers 
might fell their children for flaves thrice 
and had a power of life and death over 
them as long as they lived; which privilege 
was not allowed by the Hebrew lawgiver. 
The old Roman law allowed a hulband ta 
repudiate his wife for taking his keys, or to 
put her to death for adultery; but allowed 

I (s) Sec Lewis Hebrew Antiq: book ii chap: i j, 
^ {i) Dion: Hall: lib, ii p: 85, i;»!'tr Oxon: 1714. 
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'**lic woman no rcdrefs for the infidelity of her chap. 
viiu(band: while the Jewifh law made no dif- 
' fin&ion between the crime of adultery in the 
i^Nifband and wifer The Jewifh code enjoins 
^nmanicy even towards beaftsi and forbids 
-killing the young one under the eye of the 
Adam or the purfued animal which took re- 
ifUgt in their houfe : which inftance of tender 
:^feding is not to be paralelled in the annals 
lof the Heathens.' The Jewilh lawgiver was 
ijipreferable to the Spartan in the drftribucion 
H£- land ; having confirmed his divifion by the 
iSiWs of religion. By the Mofaic inditution 
•i^hovah was the Lord of the land and the 
^Ifraelites were his vaflals ; and the lands held 
iis fiefs from him remained unalienable in the 
if&ine families on condition of obedience. The 
jewifh code guarded the perfons of flaves from 
^tbc tyranny of their mafters, and the ftate 
tfirom the bad efFefts of crtielty and oppref- 
^oa« If a mailer put out the eye or broke 
^e tooth of his flave he was obliged to eman- 
»^pate him ; and if he fliruck him with a fiiick 
elb that he died of the blow, he was punifhed 
•»or put to death. In Lacedemon on the con- 
bfcrary, even the innocent annually received a 
/icertain number of ftripes as a mark of fub- 
tjeAion; and the Helots were murdered to 
^mevent their encreafe. The infiitutions ~ of 
^!Lycurgus were framed for a military govern- 
|SDcnt and tended rather to render men hardy 
^.ttid brave than juft or benevolent. Arifto- 
ki!i&(c) obferved that the Lacedemonians flou- 
|jri(bed in time of war, but declined in feafohs 
fiof peace ; as may naturally be expeAed from 
^the ordinances of that lawgiver. Placo and 

;. Arifiotle 
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^^^* Ariftotle did not indeed found real comtnoti* 
wealths like Lycurgus and Solon; but each 
of them fornied one in imagination and coiA- 
micced it to writing. But while thefe (pecula- 
tors laboured to (hew the (brength of thdr 
genius abd the perfeftion of human pdiqrj 
they proved the weaknefs and imperfedion of 
both. Plato (f) ordained that there fliduU 
be a community of wives aniong the citizicDS 
of his republic s according to which plan in- 
ceft muft often be committed and the virtues 
of chaftity and fidelity as well as parental^ 
filial and conjugal affeftion could exift but in 
idea. V\aXo(g) commanded women to pro- 
cure abortion and to expofe their children b 
certain ca(es ; and ordained that girls (hould 
dance, ride, wreftle and perform all exrrdfiis 
naked among naked young men : an ordi- 
nance which tended to kindle luft in the mafes 
and to. deprive females of that modefty which 
is the bed guardian of the chaftity of women. 
Ariftotle, who undertook to cenfure Plato and 
other lawgivers, was alfo defe£live in his own 
laws for the reformation of manners and for 
promoting the good of the commonwealth. 
When a man had as many children as he 
could conveniently maintain, Ariftotle (h) or- 
dered his wife to procure an abortion, and pa- 
rents to expofe weak or deformed children. 
Thefe laws tended to harden the heart and to 
Tender men cruel and inhuman ; fince it could 
not be expefted that he Ihould fpare other 
men's children who fpared not his own. Ari- 
ilotle (i) prohibited lafcivious pictures, left 

(f) De Rep: lib: v p: 665, Edit: Frankf: i6ox. 

(l) 1*'* P: 6^2, 657, 658. 

\h) Polit: vii, 16 p: 447 Stiit. P:ir:: 1619, 

(i) lb: p: 448. 
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. )^Oang pcrfons (hould be corrupted by tlie ^^'^ 
fight of them ; but permitted the images ofwanyi^ 
certain Gods to whom, as he obferved, cuftom; 
Allowed licentioufnefsk How abfurd to re- 
move other wanton reprefcntations while he 
allowed thofe of the gods which corrupt much 
more? it was by a lafcivious figure of Jupi-^ 
Icr that Terence's (i^ Chcrca was prompted 
CO a rape* The Mofaic feafts alfo were pre« 
£srable to thofe of the Heathens. The for- 
iner were but few in number and never pro« 
crafted through an immoderate length of time ; 
while the Heathens devoted a great part of 
every year to the celebration of thcir's* The 
^rdier commemorated fignal benefits ; where- 
as tho(e of the Pagans were celebrated on 
irivolous and often on ridiculous occafions. 
The former were dedicated to cxtrcifts of 
piety as well as to mirth; while the Gentile 
feafts were frequently defcined to purpofesof 
cruelty or debauchery* 

We may judge of the excellence of the ^^ofate 
Mofaic fyftem from the inconveniences which ?he c"rea* 
have refulted from ignorance, dlfbelief or ne- ^»«" *^^^^ 
glecc of it. The Hebrew lawgiver affirms fomTc^I^ 
that God created the earth, fea, birds, beads -a^'^**"^* 
And fiOies for the convenience of mankind: 
had^ naturalifts embraced this account and 
cxefctfed their talents in difcdvering the laws 
which prevail in the fyftem, inftead of crea- 
ting worlds out of their own imaginationsy 
their time might have been ufefully employ* 
cd; whereas by deviating from this account 
we find nothing but errors and abfurdities 
among poets and philofgphers. Ariftotle^ 

(.Q £tin«cli. 
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*»*•• Ep?curus. GafTcndus, D« Catt« »d 
^1 ^' _r matfrialifts afcribe trery thing to rrattcr Hi 
moticn, and fee no ncceffity for* the 
intcrpofition in the fabric of the unt* 
whcteas if they had followed ihe Mo^c 
<ouM (hey might have been more fucceSSI 
in ihcir theories, and have (een in the coritcJ 
elation 6f the world manifold inftances of fl 
power, wifdotn and goodncft of God (7 
Thofe who wifh to be acquainted with ^ 
fiflions of philofophers, concerning (he ftfti 
mre of the heavens and the earth, I refer 
% learned writer (m) who exhibits their \ 
fetent whims relative to the chaos and i 
nittive matter. Mofts on the contrary o 
(rot fuppofe a world made without a GchJ, 
msrerial beings transformed into fpirittial 
(heir own power, nof beings to exift which d 
Vtir exii'ted, fuch as fauns, nymphs &:c. ; 
fcheme (hough grand and majeftic is yet 
pie, not contrary to reafon or expericiW 
and unlike the abfurd and confufed accountSB 
the cufmogonies of the Pagans (n). Ne*( 
ton, by agreeing with the infpired writer col! 
cerning the produiJlion of the leverai elenw 
and the motion and organization of the wbi 
has devifcd a theory which will laftfbrertf 
while the fyftcms of fantaftic writers arc fl 
gotten or dilregarded. This prince of plfl 
fbphrrs, bv adopting the Mofaic accotlDt, B 
invertigated the laws which prevail in our ^ 
itm, and proved them the bcit that could p* 
Jibty have been contrived : thus exerting S 

{1} fee Rar'« Wifjom of GmJ in the Crwlion— Osi«"' 
I'fii Pait, — Dciham's P(i|liGO-Tlicoto;y — aud Uajl 
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|l)ilities to the glory of God and good of ^^* 
man, and not employing tbem againft bis ^^^^>^: 
Creator like hone ancient and modcra uor 
fadfevers* 

. Tkte Hebrew writing were ufcful not ^y H6Smr 
in prerenting klolacry and preparing me a for ^'j^^°? 
tbt Gofpc)^ but in fupf^ying defers, in the ch'smoi^ 
duronoiogy and hiftory of the ancients. With- ^ * *^^" 
out the ^cred records we (hould have no 
eacaft account of time from the creation to 
war the Chriftian erai and Newton em{doys 
them in his. chronology as fupplemeacs co 
profiuic hiAory which . was def<^ive with ^ 
out c1i;ienB« A learned Heathen was of oph< 
inon that if men knew the origin of die world 
ftfaey ibould calculate from thence. Varro di- 
vides time into unceruin, fabulous and hifio- 
ffkal : fram the creatioa to t|be flood uncertain ; ^^^ ^. .^ 
from, the flood to tlie firft olympiad fabulous j 776." 
and from thence to his own time hiftorical (0). 
The sera of the olympiads commenced above 
three thoiifand years after the creation; of 
which period we have no hiftorical account 
which can be relied on except from the fcrip- 
tures. Without this fource of information 
we muft be ignorant of ancient hiftory from 
the aeation to the beginning of the Perlian 
.empires a period little lefs than three thou- 
land years. Herodotus wrote about the time 
pi Xerxes; Thucydides and Xenophon long 433* 
after this period : nor is there any profane ^^' 
hi&ory extant except fome dubious fragments 
but what was written after the deliverance pf 
die Jews* from the Babylonifh captivity. Pro- 53S, 
&ne hiftories furnilh no true narratives of 

{•J Csjif^rukis dif Die Natali, cap: Xxi. 

Z a trenta 
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CHAP, events prior to this deliverance and to th< 
beginnif^ of the Pcrfian ecnpire. The books 
of Bero& the Chaldean, Manetho the Egyp- 
tian, Sanchoniathon the Phenician and Me- 
gafthenes the Indian are either loft or coun- 
terfeit ; 4nd though authentic are iuppoied to 
have been written in the time of Ptolemy 
«8»- Philadelphus. ?* There is nothing" (ays Ju- 
lius Africanus quoted by Eufebi us (/>) « ao- 
** curately written in hiftory by the Greeks 
** before the olympiads i all things faid to 
^ have happened before that tinie are coo^ 
*' fufcd and incoherent.*^ Thucydides (^) 
begins his hiftory with the PeloponneHan war; 
becaufe matters preceding chat period were 
known only by conjedure: and Plutarch (r) 
^oes no farther back than Thefeus; all be* 
.fore his time being but fable and Hdiod. 
The annals of the Romans previous to the 
burning of Rome i^ the Gauls were, loft at 
that time; and as to. the Scythians and other 
barbarians we know little of them, except 
from the Greeks and Romans whofe ac- 
counts are frequently blended with fable and 
faKhood. 

tvii t«n- perhaps It might be expected that the 
Pa'ganifm ^^i' tendency of Paganifm was counteracted 
not oppof- by its rriinifters, or by the policy of ftacefmcn. 
Hcatben ^e admit that the wifcft of the ancient Hea- 
pritiu then lawgivers difcouraged immoral prafliccs 
and deified feme virtues which were bene- 
ficial to their refpeftive governments. But 
in procefs of time rulers did not employ re- 
ligion fo ufcfuUy; having, admitted a fyftera 

(p) Eufebii Praep: Evang: lib: X. cap: x. 
(^) De Kello P<l-p: Ub. I, 
(r) Life of Tficfcus, 

of 
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of fraud, impurity ;and cruelty blended with chap. 
fome harmlcfs rites and innocent devotions. 
l4or. (houtd it be expefted that either the 
Heathen religion or the Heathen priefts cquld 
reftrain the vices or paflidns of itien. The 
Pagans did not pretend that their gods de- 
livered mpral precepts or offered motives to 
the pradicc of them ; por did the duty of 
the Gentile priefts require them to inculcatp 
(obriety, putity, juftice or the focial virtues. 
Auguftine {s) denies that the Heathens ever 
appointed inftruftors to deliver moral precepts 
in the names of the gods ; and challenges un^ 
believers to point out the places where fuch 
brecepts were read or heard by the geople. 
Xhc people frequented the temples and at-* 
tended the fecrifices and other rites ; while the 
priefts did not confider it their dqty to in-» 
Itruft them in morality. They directed men's 
attention not only to its innocent rites but 
to the worlhip of perfons who had been dif- 
tinguifhed by lewdnefs, bloodlhed and other 
crimes. Virtue requires a firmer baiis than 
mere political wifdomj nor can we be fur* 
prized that when the wife infcitutions of the 
Homan government were fubverted by tyrants, , 

the Romans became the moft vicious of any 
people on the earth. 

If we compare what has been faid in the Th^ hwt 

Illd. chapter of this work with the general JlJe^*?ds 

ipirit of Heathen authors we Ihall be con- bumanc 

vinced that the Chriftians and their laws were of^chri^ 

more favourable to the* diftreflcd than the tians. 
Heathens themfelves or the beft of their law- 
givers. Heathen nations were lefs humane 

than 
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r tban Chfiftiansj and iht laws of ttc fcmitr 

jtliough comtnooly juft hardly convey an idcj 

' of univcrtal bciicvoltnce. No Heathen kw- 

l giver founded an inllitution for widows, 

k orphans, &c. nor was there a fingle hof- 

pital ill the Heathen world (/) ; whereas 

horpiials abounded in every nation of Chnf- 

tendom foon after the efiablilhment of the 

I Chrifiun religion. Before it was publiftied 

the Heathens ufed to infli£b on debtors cnjtl 

pumfhtnents, fuch as fervitude, whipiiing 

' them, putting them to death or cutting ia 

pieces Hieir bodies and dividing them among 

the creditors where there were fcveral of 

thtm («,'. The firft Chiillian emperor r^ 

ftrained thefe and other cruel puniilimenni 

and was the firft who exempted debtors from 

the blows of fliiks tipped with lead {w}, 

, i Tho' many Heathen lawgivers furpaffed tta 

Chrifiian in abiliiies; ye: were the laws of the 

former lefs merciful than diofe of the latter, 

even chjn thofe of the Vifigolhs, Lombards 

and other barbarians who were aOiited in rhe 

work of Icgidzitjon by Chriftianity and in 

I- teachers. A law of Chindafwinthus king of 

the Vifigoths was gentle to debtors and lotne 

protcftion to them againft cruelty at certain 1 

feafons. Let no man, fays this pious prince (x), 

bring an execution for debt or ocherwife on the 

fealis of the nativity, circumcifion, epiphjny 

or pentecoft, on the Lord's day and for filteeq 

days after Kiftcr. 

(0 Paje ijfi t>r thit HiftwT. 

itt Vide Annitki Baroiui vnh I ji; ijr A. D. ]]■ 

M Cod: Theod: l:b: iii de EKaaionibus. 
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I 

A Refutation of various objections ^np 

INSINUATIONS against THE UTILITY QIT 
iULIOlON, 

^e diving 4Utrihutes not ir^eftigaiei hy phtlof^ 

pbers, ' ' *Ner moral precepts. . Phik^ 

fhers unable to reform the morais <f the ^eor 

theMs.''-'^^Msr(d Jenje md 'fitnejs (f ibin^s 

feeble fapperts ^ virtu^.*-^-^>^So are its plea- 

Jkres and advantages. ^^ — So are the love of 

fistme and law of honou r ■ ■ S ources ef t^e 

virtues of the Heat bens. "-^^-^Aibrals of the 

Romam in their degenerate Jlate. '"'''— Bcr^ys 

opinion if the in^cacy of reli^on routed. 

■ J n ohjeSkn to the efficacy of Chriftianity 

refHtcd.-''''''^&ouJfeau*s opinion of its evil ten^ 

deincy refuted. — ^Perfecutitms not cbargeable 

m Cbrt^ianity.^-'-^l'he intolerance ^ the 

J4ms was political.-''^'-^.So was that of the 

Heathens towards Heathens .^d Cbrifiian^. 

Caufes rf the d^ree of tolerance exer^ 

cifed by Heatbens^-r-^-^Caufes of various pjerfe* 

4Utions enerci/ed by Ron^niJls--''''^and iy 

,RrformiJis.--'''--^Romanifis and Reformfis re^ 

Jembled each other in fome points. '•"-^-"^Sbock-^ 

ing effeffs of perfecution in various nations^ 

fm Dr. Priejtly ignorant of the effeiis of 

Chrifiianity.^'-^-'^Mr. Gibbons' s trror concerp- 
ing its effe3s.'--'-^Caufes if bere/iesj confro-- 
verjSes and religious troubles. -^-"-^Volt air e^s 
error concerning the peaceablenefs of phUofapbefs 
and deifis. — ^His charge on Caiyintfm re^ 
futed^-^^-^^Unbtiiivers criminal in ^fperftng a 
religion they allow to be ujefui 

IT 
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I. "» 
■ ■■ - 
T has been infinua ted that reyeaku 

^^IJ^U^* cd Ttligion is unnrceffary for the. purpofcs ef -.i 
ed b> imi. nr.oralicy ; as the aitrb'us of God and mo^- • 
W<>p^r^ ^^j p,^^.g fg jj^^y 1^ ij,v(^Pigatcd and enfbrc« .: 

ed in v^riouv^ ways without. the aid of revet ;i 
lation. In anfwcr to this inftpiration it will c 
'\)t nectiTary to prove that man did not jori-. : 
gin^lly acquire a kn* >\ltdge of the tHvinc 
attributes or of moral prtcepts b;<- the in*: ~ 
vtftigatipns of realbn, apd il.ac the Golpel fur* -i 
nifhes more powerful n.oties to rhe vradttco-:- 
of virtye thap thofc offend by the iinndievvoT 
ing moralift. From a former fart of -thji -V 
hiflory ((^) it fcems likely xhzX thp M«dcfi^: ■; 
Ferfians, Indians and other ancien| iiationi- .•: 
learned from tradition refined ideas of tb?^ :: 
Deity ; and the following confideracions reot .;> 
der it probable that to tradition and not to 'j 
^hcir own refearches the lagcs were . indebted - 
for theological information. The moft . an*: . * 
cient philpfophers entertained mpr^ juft ideas ■ 
of God than thofe who flourifhed federal. 
centuries after themj nor did the former en* j 
tertain.a fingle worthy notion of him whict^ 
was not known tq the Hebrews unafliiled 
by philofophy, and long before the philofoH 
phers appeareJ in the world. In courfe of 
time the fublime theology of thof? men be- . 
came blended with fal(hood and yujgar er- 
rors; of which we have a melancholy proof ; 
in Cicero's books concerning the nature of , 
the gods. Had theological knowledge bee^ 
deduced from men's own refearches, it is pro* 
t)able that fucceeding philofophers would havo 

. (f) Chap: I. j»: S. 

iiS-i 
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!OTcd on tbc difcovtrics of their predcccf- ^^' 
\ and men who lived feveral centuries < 

Pythagoras or Tholes would have been 

?r inftruAed in facficd knowledge than 

% philofophers. But the reverfe was the 

The ancient fages formed more pure 

5 of God than they who fucceeded them i 

mankind became tnore fuperftitieiis «s 

advanced to maturity. Hence the ad^ 
ite of natural religion may perceive thip 
:ulc)s W not the iaipolfibility of proving 
a knowledge of the divine atcribttties was 
(ligared by reafon. In proving rhis^pro- 
:ion he Ihould acquaint us why profound 
inomers and inveftigators of mathematical 
)s^ the fubtle inventors of I(^ic and othec 

have been greater ftrangers to what be^ 
;s to a rational worlhip, than the moil 

and unfnventive aq(X)ng the Jews or 
iftians? and w^y the pre(ent Chinefe 

are a (aga^ous and learned people are 
igers to it. To prove that philofophers 
Itigated the attributes of God, the Dei^ 
M point out the time when an univerfat 
ranee prevailed with refpe6i: to thofe' at-^ 
ites; the periods in which vA the per^ 

by whom they were inveftigaced ; and 
'c all, that thefe perfi^ns did not borrbw 
1 froip tradition or from the books of 
[>ld Teftament. But fo &r was thb from 
g the caie, that a knowledge pf the di* 

attributes prevailed in the world long 
re the art of logic was invented, and 
re fophifters argued on the being and at- 
ites of God a priori or a pofimori^ from 
rs or tfkS(%. Had thefe attributes been 
ftigated by the Heathen philofophers wc 

W?l) fupppfe that th^ir religious fyftems 

WQuM 
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CHAP, would be more perfrft than «re ficid tliai 
^.^y^ Pythagoras f^^ forbad us to pray to Godi 
becauTe wc km>w not what ie oonvcnieocs 
atid Pkco {t) maintained that ttieo know not 
how to pray, and that it is ikfer to abfiaja 
entirely than to err in the peiibrmance. A 
Platonic phiiofopher {i) acknowledges ik 
^ifHcuicy di knowing what God will be piai^ 
•ed with; unleis we are inftrudbed by tfac/lki- 
ty or by fome perfbn he coaverfed with* or 
acquire this kno^A'Jedge fotne otjber v^P* 
Hence we may perceive the tafiifficieaqr of 
Yeafon in difcovering the true worlfaip of Godi 
and (ball be further convinced of its kfidB- 
ciency if we confider the abford ideas wliiali 
the philoibphers entertained of the gods. & ' 
cero who coUeS:cd theii icTcral opinions at 
fures VB, that they differed about cheir (faapOi 
refidence, lives and anions s and his JodStOr 
tion furnifhes a melancholy proof <of liie ia- 
fufficiency of the human mind to inycfa|f|ie 
the divine attributes or to form a iyfim^ 
lational wor(hip« 

>ior«ipre- jt is generally acknowledged that SocnKS 
*^^"ftigat- was the firft who reafoned on the virtues and 
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1^0 'here ' ^'^^^ ^^ ^^^ * ^^^ furely he did not 

tion a (ingle moral precept which was not 
pradifed long before him by fcrangers to piii- 
lofophy and to the art of philofbphiaing. I 
entirely agree with the citizen of Gencvt in 
his opinion on this point. <' It is iaid'* ftp 
this author ^' that Socrates invented the cfat- 
*' ory of morals : others before him put tJMfi 
*< in pra6ticei he had only to fay wbattkf 
• « 

{ij Diog: Laertius. 

Ct) Dialog: ii inter Socratem Se Alcibiadem. 

(J) JarabUchus de vita Fychs^oras <»p: xxvui. ' 



•* iiad done tnd ttducc their examples to ^^• 
«* precept^ {ej. Ariftidcs was juft before < 
Sotrttes defined jtjftice^ Leonidas gave up 
his life for fan country before Socrates de« 
dared patriotifin m duty j brfbrt this fage re* 
C tomme a ded fobriety the Spartans were a fobcr 
rieople; before he" defined virtue Greece 
lAounded with virtuous men. The Hebrews 
IMlaftifed fevera! virtues not only before Arif* 
tides and Leonidas, but even before the 
^G)«eks bad an alphabet. Mofes did not 
lirrttc as a dry monilift, but wchibited exam- 
ples of vhtaes and vices among his people : 
jbe defcribed the lives of the patriardis and 
ibncoi^n^ed men to the imitation of their 
piety and virtues. After him the prophets 
cMiotted to virtue and difluaded from vice^ 
tiCid the proverbs of Solomon conftitute a 
fyftem of praftical morality which furpalTcs 
ttic works of all the ancient philofophcrs in 
. ftrengtb and perfpicuity. Mofes and the 
prophets did nof puzzle themfelves or their 
leaders with metaphyfical fubtlcties relative to 
tiie foundation of virtue, but pointed out 
'i(ben*s duty find famifhed motives to the 
jpraftice of it. They founded no fpccuUtive 
/^^ems of njoraiity, but gave fp^cimens of 
'tfirtues and vices in the actions of men, and 
.ihewed die rewards and punilhments which 
^ fefpeftiveiy attended them. Mofes and clic 
^prophets did not place the /ummum bonum in 
' plcafure with the lEpicurean, nor in the vir- 
' toes of the mind with the Stoic, nor in the 
^j«>ods of mind, body or fortune with tlje 
-Peripatetic; but in piety towards God and 
in an obfervance of his laws. If the moral 

■ ^ iyftems 
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CHAP, fyflems of the Pagans were collefld, 
s,^-y^ mould find them a heap of contradii 
both in theory and practice; one pbilok 
QOnJ^inning what another applauds as' 
ftwublc and praifewotthy. The dalhing 
Dions of the Epicureans, St^jics, Peripa? 
and otlier fcfls mark, the weaknefs of l1 
human mind on the moll important of a| 
fubjeifls, that of the ru.rcmc- good. The 
firli and third books of Fully Je Jifslm 
prefcnt us with the opinions and re.ifoniiigi 
of the Fpicureans and Stoics concerning tlie 
chief good; and the fecond and fourth books 
wi[h ihc refutation of them. The fifth ri- 
bibits the opinions of (he Peripatetics and 
9f Cicero himlclf; and is nearly as defec- 
tive as either of the other two; being (ilrnl 
^bout God and a future ftatc thofe 
great incentives to the praftice of virtut 
So ignorant was this philofopher about ibe 
fou.'iJdtion of morality that he imagined vir- 
tue aimed at honour and had no other re- 
ward. " Virtue" fays he (f) " defines Dl) 
" other reward for all its labours and dM- 
" gers but that ot' praife and glory: ifytB 
•' take away thcfe what is there in tliis fliott 
" life for which we fhould employ lo muci 
" labour ?" Seneca in his treatife op * 
happy life touches but lighdy on future hJp-| 
pinelsi and adapts the opinion of the StfflCI 
thit man would be happy were his palliOlil 
cxiinft and he perfeitiy ple.ifed with his own 
condudl. Since then the reafon of the *' 
fined philofopher was defeftive on a fubjcfl 
which related to the fupreme good and bip- 
pinefs of man, wc cannot expect that S 

(J) Ornio pro Arclt'*. , 

fliouW 
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ihould fcrvc as a rule for the bulk of man- ^^^^• 
kind who are grofs in their conceptions^ 

• What has been faid will doubdefs mortify 
the mere moralifl: who imagines that moral 
precepts have been invcftigated by reafoni 
Fhile his pride will be equally mortified by 
the following concelfion of an enemy (g) to 
the Gofpel, namely - that ** the religion of 
•* Chrift has brought morality to greater pu- 
^^ rity and perfc&lon than ever it was ad- 
^ vanced by all the philofophers and fagca 

J* of antiquity." The infufiiciency of the 
dhilofophers will appear further from the fol- 
lowing pages. 

• . A few obfervations may ferve to convince saget vm- 
tnen that the Heathen philofophers contri- form'^S 
bured but litde towards a reformation of man- manners 
licrs. Tbey were but few in number and HesS^ 
•rarely inflfrufted any except perfons of for- 
tune; and their nodons were^too abflrufe for 
the generality of the people. They taught 
thpir difciples to difpute rather than how to 
live; their inftruflions were rather difplays 
of knowledge than rules to be pra<£tifed. 
They amufed the undcrftandings of their 
fehokrs without improving their hearts, and 
(ireicribed rules but violated them by their 
coDdud(i). A writer (^} of cxtenfive know- 

'^' ledge did not know of any except Phasdo 
Slid Polemo who were reclaimed by them: 

- while Chriftianity reformed myriads From vice 
to virtue. They had little authority to en- 
force moral precepts; and this little was di- 
niinifhed by endlefs difputes. Their wifdom 

' (i) Rogfleau— Jitter Writtta ft-om a mountain. 
(i) Qaintilian lib: xH, 3 ad finem. 
« * (^) Origea adv: celfuni> lib: ui p:49i Ed::: Paris ijts*. 

was 



^^yT ^'^"^ "^ k^riied ^ioft the pitv^iling tic;^! 
nor did they Ubour to improve maofcini i|. 
virtue like (be teachers of the GofpeL Tli^ 
totally nc^ectcd the inftnictJOA of the foffj 
whereas the Chfifiisn clergy inftfuct lih^ peqt 
as weli as the rich in every nMiel apd jOQil 
duty. The lectures af the former wf re in 
abftrufe lor the ignorant i while the* doty 4 
tiie Chriftiaa clergy requires them to a^qpl 
their difcourfea to the ca{>acky of their hew* 
ers» Philoiophy offered no inducemeai te 
relieve the diAieflSed; whereaa Chnftiewqp 
propofes noble motiyea to thie uwrciCs ejf 
beneficence. 

JJj^w[« It is gencralljr admitted th^ wttii !»• 

•rihingt oioces the happinefs of a nation and ihsl 
a«Me fcp. vice is deftr iictive both of pubtic and pHvM 
virta0. happinefs: but nnen have differed about tke 
oioft efficacious nK>tives to the practice ef 
morality. Plato founded it on the mottl 
fenfe, and Ariftocle on the fitnefs or unfitnolf 
of things difcovered by reafoo. It is pretciid- 
ed that we know what is good and evil b) 
the moral fcnfe or inftinctively ; and th|t 
reafon difcovers the eilencial di^ereaces be- 
tween virtue and vice. The moralift auia* 
tains that man has an innate idea of beauty 
and requires no argument to difcero or ip* 
prove it. As the eye perceives beauty aad 
fymmetry in vtfible objects, as wc judge a 
drefs becoming or an attitude, graceful ^ 
men of tafte apprehend the propriety and 
beauty of particular actions. Some are traaf 
ported with the charms of virtue and lort 
it for its own fake; and defplfe the man wha 
would require any other motive. Thefe opi- 
nions have been maintained by feveral qmh 



dbrnft) nor cait in bo denied that there ist fome ^^^ 
uulity-in' fiich opinions in en^breiog morale 
dtttlet. But I contend that the beauty of 
lAttte^ the fitneft of things the advantages 
t£ a moral condua> the loive of praife^ tbo 
\v» of honour and other pillsurs o& whicb 
ffMk>fbphers erect a moral &bric independent 
df reDgioD are in many cafe but feel^e aod 
fbttering foppof C9. The doccrkir of innate 
iriin^ i§ generally exploded; and the naoial: 
Aala commonly fo languid that ibme have 
dtfubted its very exiftence. And admitting 
lis aniAence^ it becomes a rale of condudfc 
<in)y to men of refinement^ and to the reft 
of the world is no guide at all. For, tho>* 
dte infttadtive faculty or reafon ikould im« 
l^rdb on cbe minds of certain perfons a fenib 
at virtue or vice; yet mt^ Knowkdge ac« 
^ired in either of thcie ways be but a fee-^- 
Mc barrier againft the violeoct of pffioo 
and ftreagth of temptation. Such know-' 
Mge being confined chiefly to the under- 
fbinding can operate on thofe only whofe 
^fliocis are weak and facukies improved. 
Had all perfons a fenfe of the intrinfic 
feeauty and excellence of virtue, this fenic 
SMuld be infufficient to induce them to re- 
duce abftraft troths to practice. Men of 
elegant fancy and refinement may perhaps 
ht inSuenced lyy the charms of virtue and 
the deformity of vice; but the mafs of nrnn-* 
kind wHl not think virtue amiable but as i€ 
ptomotes their prefent or future intereft. 
l^Aical morality muft be built on motives 
adAreflcd to the capacities of all men ; and 
not on the beauty or deformity of virtue 
or vice^ nor on the fitne& or uafitne& of 
ttnbgs which few can oomprehend. The 
^ connoifleur 
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^^^' connoifTeur may declaim on the pleafuret ft 
poetry^ painting and mufic as exquifite and 
lublime; but it would be vain to attempi 
to harangue men deftitute of the fine artt 
into a love of pleafures of which they art 
infenfiblei and which perhaps many afo in* 
capable of receiving. And it will be equally 
vain to attempt to reclaim the dull and &h 
fual, by defcanting on the lovelineis of vir* 
tue and the ficbefs of things which are fee* 
ble motives, and unUkely to operate like hope 
and fear [nf&ops fo lively in the hearti.of 
all men^ The man who knows his duty 
from the moral fenfe or from realbn IX) 
doubt condemns himfelf for afting contrary 
to his principles; but if there be no fiip^ 
rior to bring him to an account, he will it ii 
to be feared be eafily reconciled to a conduft 
whith brings pleafure or proBt and expoTa 
him to no rnconventence. When tempted 
to tranfgreis he may aflc himfelf the follow- 
ing queftion: what (hall I fuffer for adiog 
contrary tdf the moral fenfe or to reafon? 
Thefe principles^ it is true, require me to 
obey their cTifkates; but my difobedieoce 
will be attended with no inconvenience to 
myfelf. The defefts of the moral fenfe and 
of reafon are amply fupplied by Chtiiliani* 
ty, which enforces its precepts by motives 
addrefled to all ranks^ to the learned and 
unlearned, to the phiiofopher and the pea-^ 
fant. Surely a man is more incited to good 
works by perufing the lives of good men 
than by the moft elaborate difcourfes ever 
written by the phiiofophers. Moral difcourf- 
es may convince the learned or ingenious 
of the reafonablenefs and expediency of vir- 
tue i whereas eminent ioftances of. it may 

convii:ce- 
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^onviftce'thtf moft ignorant that thofe virtues ^^^' 
-ate prafticable and prompt many perfons to 5_.-^A_i 
'follow fuch examples. 

^> It will perhaps be urged that the moral Virtue 
"'fcnfe and reafon require us to praftife vir- p"!*^]^/"^ 
'[t\it dnd (hun vice, not merely on the foun- iti piea- 
^ datiori pf abftraft reafoning ; : but to obtain ^^;:^l^l^lt' 
"Ihc advantages of the former and to avoid 
•the ^vils and inconvcniencies of the latter. 
"Here the queftion affumes a new afpeft, 
-and moral obligation is no' longer founded 
■'Ott ' fpeculative opinions, but on the general 
'Advantages and difad vantages of virtue and 
".vice. - Let us examine the confequences 
-fiiould meti praftifc virtue becaufe it is pleaf- 
'"irig or profitable, or (Hun vice merely for 
"being diftafteful or injurious ro their worldly 
•Incereft, The remorfe and diflacisiaftion which 
generally attend vicious prdilicts are piiniflx- 
Bients of difobedicflce : but furcly they are 
"^inadequate and difproportion?d to offences; 
• fince men feel lefs remorfe the more wicked 
■ they grow. It (hbuld alfo be confidcred thac 
the forrow which men feel for their vices 
fcldotn arifes from their having afted con- 
trary to the moral fenfe or the fitnefs of 
things, but commonly from a violation of 
the principles w^ich they have been taught 
in their childhood. Nor is the fatisfadion 
arifing from virtuous aftions an uniform mo- 
tive to the praf^ice of them; fince a man 
might refrain from a diftafteful duty, indulge; 
in palatable vices and violate the laws of 
morality where an inflexible adherence to 
thofe laws diOurbed his tranquillity. Befides, 
ihould he be malicioufly dif^:ofed and feel 
fati&fa&ion in the mifery of others he is not 

A a bound 
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cHAF. bound to rerform any aft of kinclnift'l 
I .. ^ - wflMt (hem, boc pbligetl to do ' ttMoi ill 
t ' ihe mifchief in his power. Perhaps the iit- 

I dividual is told (hat his intereft is infirpjrs- 

F biy united wilh that of die communiiy, and 

? hence exhorted M the praciice vi mon-^ 

[ lity. But admlEiing that the good of lis 

. whole generally produces the advantage cl 

I the tndividtial ycl it does not univ^ij^ 

I pToilucc this cffe^i and where a coupmdn 

arifcs between private good and the wtiM 
\ of his country he will not hcfiiate l» limt' 

L ^..fice the Utter lo the fornipr. There arecite 
B ^ ia which he may gain more by betraying M 
■ country than he can naturally exped by «1- 

f vjincing its inlerclK If the public good W 

F the rule to regulate men's anions, they taif 

^^^^ be juftified in cotnmitiing murder, breach 
^^^^L truce and other crimes for the attainraeflt -_ 
^^t/m t^t obic(5t. If the temporal advantage w 
^^^«^ tlic individual be (he motive propofed to him 
for the performance of his duty, he need KB 
perform hmr.anejjuft or public-fpirited aA% 
unlets they promote his frltilb ends. Thfi* 
are numbcrlcls inftances in which a ftrift ad- 
herence to virtue may prevent his advance- 
ment ; where he may (ccure Morldly advaB- 
tagcs by wickcdnefs and forfeit life by a * 
gid obfervance of the rules of moraliiy. h^ 
fuch inlUntes what fiiall determine a man to 
pcrfcvcic in vinuir, but a forcible convidioD 
that he (hall gain mote by jcrfeverancc'Di 
it than he could poffibiy oblain by violat- 
tav«oF uig its laws? 

f^ime and 

eomfMbio Bayle f^J thinks the defirc of praife and 
['jj'^^""''pt^uiar applaufe is a powerful motive tutho 

H) Ttnfcu divcrfcM ih; fU^ix. 
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praftice of virtue. " If" fays he « the flavc chap. 
•• to popularity lives in a country where ge- 
f' neroHcy and other virtues are adcnircd^ 
^< and ingratitude and knavery make a man 
" hated and defpifcd> he will reftore a truft 
'* even where the law cannot hurt h'ltn^ and 
** be folicitous 10 avoid even a fufpicion of 
•' perfidy which is ever intolerable to the 
?* lover of applaufe." But admitting that 
the love of prai(e is an incentive to many 
virtues in nations where they are fafhiona- 
ble; lee me a(k what fhall become of thofe 
virtues where they are unfupportcd by the 
fafhion of the world? If the love of po- 
pularity be the motive to viirue, the vain- 
glorious man is frequently difappointed ; the 
hypocrite cannot hope for applnufc when 
the bfft aftions of good men are often a(^ 
cribed to un^vorthy views. In various in- 
ftanccs fame fails as an incentive to virtue; 
while the religious principle prompts men 
to it in all cafes. Praife feldom attends 
ihofe who fail in their projeftsj whereas re- 
ligion rewards thofe whofe efforts have been 
imliicecfsful in the caufe of virtue. As feme 
ift fometinKS acquired by the deprcffion of 
others^ the fucccfsful candidate is often ex- 
pofed to flander and calumny; whereas the 
rewards of religion are unmixed with bitter-- 
nefs and totally indejDendent on the caprice 
of the multitude. The world gentrally re- 
quires that virtue fhould be accompanied by 
learning or abilities ; whilft religion prompts 
all men to virtue, the ignorant and the learn- 
ed, the humble and the afpiring. Jf all men 
were heroes or patriots fame would have lit- 
tle or nothing to beftow ; whereas religion 
offers its molt diftinguifhcd favours to thoFe 

A a a who 



Tif Ihjisry ef the EgiSt 

■who tlrf[.ifc praife and do good in fe 
jWcrc the public opinion t'lc ruie to dk 
tiic moral cotidu^ of a prince he would 
liable to he led into fita! errors ( (ince To 
nations are fo Ciijitivatcd with the Oiia 
qualities of a warrior that thry overlook 
juUice, broken leagues ind oilier brcicbes ( 
morality, and perhaps look on the prince wfa 
ftudici the donicUic happinefs of his fubjrf 
with indifference or conteinj^i (m). The hi 
of honour too is extreinelj' dtfeftive and otiMI 
niany things without which a man cannot 
truly virtuous or amiable. '* The law 
'• honour" lays an excellent author («) " 
" a fyftem ot rules conftrufted by pc(^lc< 
" faOiion to faciiitalc ihdr intercourfe wil 
** each other, and for no other purpofe. H 
" regulates the duties between cquib, btl 
" takes no cognizance of fuch as reUte t 
" God or to our inferiors; fuch as profsne 
•' ncfs, neglcdt of public worfliip or private 
" devoiionj cruelty to Icrvants, rigorous trea 
** iiicnt of tenants or dependants, want 
-«' charity to the poor, injuries done to tradeS 
" men by infolvcncy or delay of paymtoC 
" Ac. which are accounted no breaches of 
*' honour, bccaufc a man is not a lefs agrees 
" able companion for ihrfe vices, nor t) 
*' worfc to deal with in thofc concerns whi( 
" are uliially tranfafted between one genilrf 
" man and another." 

'f To prove the Gofpcl iinneceflary it hs 
been remarked, that long before it was pro* 
mulgated Pagan nations have been moiC 

Tli) Sn Ks^kar on tltc Importance of Rcligloi 
t\v. \\ k vii. 

I»J r^cj's Eriilencef part III. cb: vji. 
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virtuous than Chriftian ftates inftruftcd in its ^"^^* 
doftrines. .The Greeks and Romans are ge- 
nerally allowed to have pofTefled juftice, pa- 
triotifm, magnanimity, contempt of wealth 
and a didike to luxury s whilft Chrifltans 
arc venal, diflblute and addicted to adultery, 
gaming and other vices little known to the 
ancients. But adtniccing that the Greeks and 
Romans prafti'ed many virtues at particular 
times ; yet they difplayed not one which is 
not required by the letter or fpirit of Chris- 
tianity. The virtues of the ancients are to 
be afcribed to their peculiar circumftances ; 
nor could fimilar ones be expected where the 
Gofpel was publifhed. The ancient Hea- 
thens practifed many virtues more from ha- 
bit or neceffity than from reafon or choice. 
Their frugality was not a voluntary abfti- 
lience from things agreeable, but a grofs ufe 
of fuch as they were accuftomed to. They 
were content with a little becaufe they were 
ftrangers to abundance ; abftained from plea- 
fures of which they had no idea; and were 
not covetous becaufe they were little ac- 
quainted with money. Men who had been 
inceffantly employed in agriculture, in mar- 
tial exercifes pr in war h^d no knowledge of 
nor leifure for thofc vices which arife amongft 
us from wealth and idlenefs. In the time of 
Romulus no Roman pofTeflfed more than one 
acre of land j in the year df Rome 2^% 
Cincinnatus the dictator had but four; and 
in 498 Attilius Regulus poffcffed but fe^ 
vcn (oj : fo that the people wanted the mean§ 
of indulging in vicious amufements. Befides, 
the practice of fome virtues and vices depends 

(qJ Meqrdas df luxu Romanoiura cap:^% 

on 
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^^'' 80 the drgr« of rudencS or refiannrit 
>-«v^ the people ; and polifhcd (bcicdcs coamiiri 
Ccs which are litirc known amoDg ihe 
ftod uncivilized. The manoers of the 
nation have difFeird ai different prriodsi 
in Athcm and Rome in the times of I 
snd Nuoii> ihe>' were Arangcrs to vices i 
prr\'»l(^ altcrwards intong their refped 
inhabitant}. Men require HroDg banicn 
^inll vice in d^-grneraie (laccs ; nor ms 
Chrillian code > lomtilg^ied while there 
maincd the I'malltft trace of purity or 
tercJlcdnefs in the ancient reptibiics. 
Chtift appeared in the world during ^ 
viitue, then perhaps the Gof^cl migl 
thought uaucceflaty for the reformaikot' 
mankind -, but the de;.lorablc flate of n 
ac hia appearance proves his religion to 
been tfajEn highly espedieac and oeccl 



ti^Rlm^t While the Romans were poor they p 
in iheic [i(cd Diany virtues; but when ihcy grew 
ibw.'"'^*'" they became more vit-ious and didolutc I 
any modern nation. When the Golpel 
publi/hed they were not tjniy Icfb public-fj 
rited, lefs jull and lefs temperate than clii 
had been ; but indulged in drunkennefi, gJH 
(ony, luxury and every excels. Soon all 
the fecond Punic war they remitted of ^ 
ancient feverity and began to have a rcH 
for ihows, magnificence and pleafurcs. Con 
pofiiions on the flagc were then firft int« 
duccd i Jawtuits encreafed with the jnjuftirt 
of individuals ; and phyficians were eniplojd 
to cure difeafcs from which temperance had 
lecurcd the ancient Romans (";)J. Selfi&ricli 



(t) St. Enemont on lbs Genius of the t 
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prevailed inftead of difintereftednefs; integri- ^^^^^ 
ty and juftice became daily more rare; and 
mod men purfued their own intereft howe- 
ver it clafhed with the public welfare. The 
Roman citizens became venal, the fcnators 
avaricious and unjuft ; and both were only 
ambitious of maintaining their reputation a- 
ihong foreign nations. The Romans were fo 
corrupt and unjuft on the decline of the rc^ 
public that Jugurtha {q) called Rome a mer- 
cenary city whofe deftruftion was inevitable 
could it find a buyer ; and Cicero (r) de- 
clared the faith of pirates preferable to that 
of the Roman fenate. Plutarch (s) informs 
us that in Cicero's time " avarice was at 
*• the height; that commanders and gover- 
•* nors fcorning to fteal ufed to plunder by 
•* open, force; that injuftice and oppreflion 
•* 'were not confidered as heinous crimes, and 
^' that he who practifed them fparingly was 
** thought worthy of praife." Juvenal (fj 
afcribes the decline of the Roman empire to 
riches and luxury : 

JStunc patimur longa pads mala ; J^evior arms 
JLuxuria incubuity vi£lumque ulfciscitur orbem. 
Nullum crimen abeft facinujq. libidiniSi ex qua 
Paupertas Romana ferit. 

According to Plautus («) the Romans drank 
to excefs ; and the following lines of Mar- 
tial (w) evince that among this people it was 
ufual with a man to drink as many glaifes 

(f) Salluft. 
(r) De ofUciis iii, 22. 

1$) Com pari Ion of Demofthenes aivl Cicero prope &aeii>» 
(t) Sat: vi, 292. 
(uj Comediae pafTim, 
. (w) Libi i: epigram: 72. 

to 
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chap; to the health of his tniftrefs as there were 

' letters in her name: 

N^evia Jex cyatins^ feptem Jujiina hihatur 
^inque Lycasy lyde quatuor. He tribus. 

The Romans became fo diflblute, that they 
engraved wanton figures on their cups (x)^ 
and committed fuch acts of beaftly gluttony 
as would (hock the delicacy of c hriftian read- 
ers. We may judge from Or fius (y) that 
there was infinitely more wickedncfs in the 
Heathen world than in Chriftendom : luft, 
luxury, fodomy, inceft, tyranny and blood- 
Ihcd, That work relates many (hocking 
things done in difi^crent parts of the world 
before the introduction of Chriftianity, and 
is a fevere though juft critique on ancient 
nations. Meurfius {z) points out fuch in- 
fiances of luxury and extravagance in the ap^ 
parel, houfes, furniture, ftafts and funerals of 
the Romans as would appear incredible were 
not his authorities unqucflionable. They viere 
effeminate in their aprarel, dreffed their hair 
like the women, afFefted the tone of their 
voices, painted their faces, (haved their bo- 
dies and uffd precautions that they (hould 
have no beards. " So far" fays Pliny (a) 
the elder '* are men from carrying a corflet 
<* and armour on their backs, that they think 
<« their ordinary drefs too heavy, provide that 
" which is light and wear even fummer and 
** winter rings." Hence we may perccivo 

(x) Juven: Sat; i», 95 ft Plinr Nat: Hift: xiv, 12 & xxxii, 
;J— Evlit; Faris 
(y) Contra F^rranos. 
(?!) Do Liixu Romanorum cap: iii, 
i^^) lb: xi, 3. J, 

more 
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ittiore fdid rcafons for the fall of the Roman ^^f*** 
empire than the introduflion of or the abulics v,^-y^ 
of Chriftianity, to which Mr. Gibbon (b) 
jpartly afcribes its deftruction. Had tho^ 
abufes contributed in any d^rce to fubvert 
tn overgrown empire, they would have been 
ib far ufeful to mankind ; but this author 
Bas by no means proved that they did io. 
Wc agree with him that the doftrines of 
pafllve obedience, the expenditure of large 
lums of money , on ufelefs pcrfons of both 
iexes, religious contefts and perfecutions, do 
each of them tend to produce effedts that 
are injurious to fociety. But he has not point- 
ed out the inftances in which each of thefe 
caufes a£tually contributed to the decline or 
faXV of the Roman empire. As an hiftorian 
he fhould have exhibited the particular ef- 
fects of thofe abufes in haftening the fall, 
and not argued from tendencies where the 
queftion related to a matter of fact. 

There are other objedions that claih im- Davie's o- 
incdiately with the general dcfign of this fhelnefif 
work. Bayle maintains that Atheifm would cacy of re- 
do little or no mifcfiief in ftates ; and Rouf- \^^^ '*' 
fcau contends that Chriftianity would be per- 
nicious were it praftifcd in its purity. The 
former (/) of thefe writers employs much 
learning and his ufual fubtlety in undermining 
religion and bringing it into difrepute. For 
this purpofe he adopts Plutarch's {m) compa- 
rifon of Atheifm and Heathen fupcrftitioUj 
and maintains that the former is lefs offenfive 

(*) Ch: xxxviii ConcMon. 
\i) Pcnfeei diverfeci. 
(w) De SuperititicMEi^ 

to 
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^vl''' ^^ ^^^ *"^ ^^^* injurious to fociety than 
the latter. Having by this comparifon ledeo-l 
cd the abhorrence of his readers for irreligioni* 
he compares religion and Atheifm, and in(i(h 
that men are little the better for the one or the 
Avorfe for the other ; as they do not a£b agree- 
ably to their principles. The fubftancc of his 
argument may be reduced to the following hy- 
pothetic fyllogifm; if men were to aft con- 
formably to their principles religion would be 
ufeful and Acheifm detrimental to ftates ; but 
they do not aft agreeably to their principles \ 
therefore religion is not beneficial nor irrcli- 
gion injurious to fociety. This writer defends 
his minor propofition by various arguments 
drawn from experience and obfervation; 
though its falihood is evinced by the hiftory 
of all religions and even by fome inilauces ad- 
duced by our author himfelf. The hiftory of 
the effedls of Paganifm, Judaifm, Chriftianity 
and Mahometan! fm prove that men are aftu- 
ally influenced by their principles; and the 
preceding chapters of this work ,point out a 
connexion between doArines and praftices as 
between caufcs and effcds. There never was 
a time in\vhich fome were not fo true to their 
principles that they would facrificc their lives 
rather than abjure them. Perfecution never 
failed to produce Chriftian martyrs i and ia 
fome inftances both Atheifts and Mahometans 
have relinquiflied life rather than renounce 
their opinions. And furely men who facri- 
ficed life in compliance with their principles 
might reafonably be expedled to conquer or 
abate the lefs violent paffions of luft, avarice, 
ambition or revenge. But the happy effcfts 
of Chriltianity are proved not only from dc- 
cutlica but from facts; which latter proof b 

noi 



not to be overturned by the impudcm affer- ^^^' 
tioQS or babble of unbelievers. It would be 
falfe to affcrt that the Gofpel uniformly pro- 
duced its proper effefts j and equally falfe to 
deny that there have been numerous and illus- 
trious examples of men who have been in- 
fluenced by its precepts. And admitting the 
Gofpel to be frequently violated by its profef- 
ibrSf we Ihould no n)ore argue againft its effi- 
cacy from fome breaphes of its precepts than 
againfl; the expediency of human laws from the 
enormous crimes daily committed againft them. 
To prove that men are not influenced by their 
principles, he obferves that Chriftian fe£ta 
which differ widely in their tenets are nearly 
the fame in morals ; and afcribes any differ- 
ence obfertable in their conduft to the genius 
of each nation : not confidering that the Gof* 
pel is a pradical inititution, and that the dif- 
ferences of fedlaries generally related to mat* 
tcrs merely fpeculative, indifferent in them- 
ielves or uncfTential to morality. They difa- 
greed about matters of faith or the government 
or difcipline of their refpcdtive churches s but 
not concerning the virtues or vices pointed out 
in the Gofpel. Baylc appeals to experience 
for the innocence of Athcifm ; fince both 
Stratonic and Epicurean Atheiils have been 
exemplary in their lives i and fince it was the 
fiudious and moral man who endeavoured 
to dcftroy the belief of a God and not libers- 
tines or debauchees. We cannot judge of 
the influence of Atheifni on the bulk of 
mankind from its eflefts on the refined whofc 
paflTions arc commonly feeble and who were 
probably trained in the way they fliould go, 
Men's virtues and vices depending more oa 
early habits than on fpeculative opinions ; we 

cannot 
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^^^* cannot be furprized if Atheifts and Dciftj 
> (hould be good men after they renounced it. 
It is more reafonable to expe£t virtuous habits 
from perfons educated in religious principles, 
than from Athtifts whofe motives to virtue 
are weak and fallacious. Hence Chrifttansaie 
often vicious from feme defedl in educatiofli 
from the violence of paflion or from the 
vreaknefs of the religious principle ; whilft 
Atheiils are moral from conftitution or habit. 
Belides, avowed Atheifts who afFefted fu- 
pcrior wifdom and held opinions which were 
offcnfive to their neighbours and fuppofcd in- 
jurious to fociety, had powerful motives from 
vanity and prudence to be circumfped ia 
their conduct; the \^hole authority of their 
doctrines and the innocence of their opinions 
refled in a great meafure on their per- 
fonal characters. Our opponent argues for 
the innocence of Athcifm from favagc tribes 
who lived together peaceably, and enjoyed fo* 
cial happincfs without either divine or human 
laws. But fuppo.fing the truth of this doubt- 
ful fact, it does not follow that bccaufe men 
lived peaceably in a ftate of nature they 
would do fo in a civilized form of govcrih 
mcnt. In a ftate of nature where men's 
wants are few and eafily fupplied they have 
but few caufes of quarrel or difcontent; while 
in j:oli(hed focicties their paffions are inflamed 
by indulgence and competition, many fantaf- 
tic wanes are created, and caufes of conten- 
tion are multiplied in proportion .to the degree 
of improvement in the arcs of civilization. 
The fal(hood of Eaylc's opinion relative to 
the innocence of Atheifm will ftill further ap- 
pear by comparing the tendencies of Athcifm 
l^nd Chiillianity. The advantages of rcligioo 

will 
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Will appear rhoft ftrongly by fuppofing all ^^^^**- 
fenfe of it erafed out of the human mind> ^ , S „^ 
. and "men's appetites and paflions unreftrained 
by its influence. On that fuppofition many 
perfbns would doubtlefs abflain from crimes 
from a dread of civil penalties ; but * where 
they had a profpcft of efcaping damage, dif- 
grace or death what would there be to pre- 
vent them from rapacity or injuftice? ^id 
faciei it homo in tenebrisy fays Tully, (o)\ qui 

• nihil timet prater judicem et tejiem. " What 

• •* will that man do in the dark who dreads 
^ nothing except a witnefs or a judge i " 
•^ Man/' fays Voltaire (/>), " has always ftood 
«* ia ftecd of a curb and wherever there is a 
•* fixed community religion is ncceflary : the 
« laws aie a curb upon open crimes and re- 
« ligion upon thofe that are private." He 
Vfho dreads nothing except a witnefs or a 
judge will, when withdrawn from the danger 
or difgrace of detedion, not hefitate to gra* 
tify his luft, avarice, revenge, ambition or 
any other paHjon he is diipofed to indulge* 
What can reftrain the generality of men from 
theft, robbery or adultery ? They know little 
ef the moral fenfe, ftill left of the fitnefs of 
things and have no idea of the beauty of 
virtue or deformity of vice. To efcape legal 
punifliment and the cenlure of the world; to 
dude the vigilance of the magiftrate and to 
avoid difgrace are the great objedts of their 

■■^ concern. The fincere Chnftian on the con- 
trary abftains from crimes though certain of 
tfcaping civil penalties; he fpurns at the gain 
of the whole world if obtained at the ex* 
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ci'A'- pence of his falvationi and firarf not onlf 
■I, ^.' . i- him who can kill his body but him who oa 
dedroT both foul ^vA body in hdl. He Dot 
only abflains frofn adultery, but checks crtn 
impure ihouphtg and looTe defires; and if 
they (hould obtrude he expels them from hii 
heart as forerunners of guilt. Perfoos unn- 
flucnced by religion may on particular oce*- 
fions perform moral or focial dutjes froDi 
conflitution or convenience ^ from a fenfc of 
honoor or dcfire of applaufc; or from lltf 
moral fcnfe, the luvclincfs of virtue or llif_ 
fitncfs of things. But none of thefe 
tiplcs t- fufficicntly (Irong to induce n: 
fccriticc ihtir inwreft or their pleafore 
Ihey claih wiib their duty. Tlie \ 
founded on fuch principles are occalionxl 
Ictnporaryi and the principles thcmfcipe* 
i^uentlr fail to operate in ca&s of danm 
difficulty. Nothing can fupport men in 
duty in deep dinrcfs, or effe£iLi.iliy encoi 
thera to hold faft their integrity in trying 
cjfes, but a Brm pcrfualion that God vil 
wipe away all tears from their eyes or'cd* 
penfate their fuffcringi. The rel^ious princi* 
pie offers ftrong motives topefeverance in vir* 
tue i while the philofophic moralift offers doM 
but what are feeble or defective. Suppofe a inM 
tempted to violate the laws of morali'y t>y a 
perfon who can befiow worldly profpcrity m 
him, or fink him in poverty, diftrel's or rat' 
^xy. What fhall determine a man thus ii- , 
tutted to prcfcrve his innocence inviolate, bat 
a beirc imprefled with a fenfe of religion! 
nor can the tpm;:ter offer any ioducemest 
which a mind thus fortitied will not treat wilfi 
contempt. In trying cafes the Gofpd proi 
ces an uuiform goodnefs not liable to be warpfli 
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by accident or occafionj nor can any thing ^"'Jf* 
clfc conquer every temptation, bear us up 
under every affliction and fupport us in dur 
duty at all times, in all places and ilhder all 
circumftances. And admitting that its pre- 
cepts, are frequently violated by men of ftrong 
pStflTions and under ftrong temptations; yet if 
ftrongly impreffed they would never be violat- 
<5d without remorff, which remorfc would aP- 
ftft in reclaiming them when their padions had 
fubfided. No well educated Chriftian can adt 
wrong without fome qualm of confcience; 
vrhile Atheifm frees the voluptuary, the game- 
ftcr, the adulterer, the fuicide, tfie duelift or 
the traitor from all apprehenfion of God, of 
feligion and of a future ftate. In fhort, the 
Chriftian who is tempted to tranfgrefs or is 
Impreffed by injuftice ; the innocent who is 
ciondemned by nis judge or flandered by his 
neighbour derives ftrength to refift temptations 
■ and to endure his fufFerings, from a confciouf- 
nefi that God is acquainted with and will re- 
ward his merits ; while under thcfe and fimi- 
lar trials the ftranger to religion yields to the 
temptation or finks into defpair. Is it not 
then criminal in any man to attempt to wea- 
ken the religious principle and to reconcile 
die wicked to pcrfeverance in vice? What 
public benefit can accrue to any ftate from 
deftroying the motives to virtue and the pre- 
ventives of immorality ? Was any individual 
b er community ever the more ufcful to others 
F or more happy in themfelves for dift)elieving 
ibc exiftence of a God, a providence or a 
fiiture ftate ? Surely no man will be fo im« 
pudent as to anfwer in the affirmative. It is 
liUawable to purge religion of errors which 
ftifle its truths and reader it ineffeAual ; but 

it 



L 



368 Th^ Bfitry ^the EJftSs M 

^'^' it is impolitic and criTiinal to attack it win 
■■ I . -'''"'j' by f:iircl)Ood> inirrcprer«ntation, fophiOiy 
and ridicule. Atlieifls and Drifts have em- 
ployed ifaefe variou< modes againft natural ud 
revealed rcltgtoo without Tubfticunng m ihcit 
room any folid fupport of moral vtttoe. 
They have weakened (he religious principle la 
the minds of ihouT^nds, and have the impu- 
dence to complain that ic docs not opente 
more poweifully. Such a conduft would hwa 
been reprobated by the lawgivers and dgad 
antiquity; and has Ulely been condemned by 
a modern who is equal if not fupcrior to any 
of them in wifdom and goodners. Gcneril 
Wafhington on refigning the office of prtfi- 
dem of ihc United States of America in the 
year 1796 thus exprcffcd hitiifelf. " Of ill 
« the difpofiiions and habits which lead w 
«• political profpcrity, rebgion and morality itc 
« indifpenfibte luppprts. In vain would ifi»c 
" man claim the tribute of patriotifm wha 
" would labour to fubvtrt ihcCe great pillaB 
" of human happtnefs, thtie props of men and 
" citizens. The mere politician, equally wi' 
" the pious man, ought to rcfpedt and to che- 
•< rifh them. A volume could not trace all 
•' their connexions with private and public 
*' felicity. Let it be (imply afked, where ii 
** the fecurity for property, for reputation, foi 
" life, if the fcnle of religious obligation de- 
•• fert the oaths which are the inftrumcnts of 
" itivefligation in courts ot jufticc ? 1& 
" us with caution indulge the fuppDfitlon tlm 
*' morality can be maintained without rti 
" gion-. Whatever may be conceded to 4 
" influence of refined education on mirdj rfj 
*' a peculiar ftruflure, rcafon and experici 
" both forbid us to c.\pcft that morality 




^ prevail ift etchifion of fdieious principles." ^^^ 
£i^ti the Frehth who abolifticci Chriftianity u^ * 
found it neceflfary to reflotc and re^eftabli(h 
both i{ and its teachers. The following is the 
fifbftdnce of the amttrdate between the Pope 
and the French republic on the 5th and 7th ^ 
of April 1802. On thefe days Portalisand 
Sintieon two of Bonaparte's counfellors of 
fiate maintained the ncceflSty of a pofitive 
religion ; in order to give molality the rcqui- 
ikl^ energy> (lability and certainty which it 
bever could obtain from the phi!of)phv^ of 
liien. ** The idea of a God in the charac- 
«* tef of a legiflator is as effential to the in- 
«• telligent worW as that of a creator and firft 
•^ niovef of all fecondary cauies t<» the phy- 
<* fica! world. Hunnan laws only reftrain the 
«' hands, religion regulates the heart; the 
^ laws only refped fellow-citizens, religion 
<* embraces the hurhan race; the laws are a 
«* check on public crimes, religion reitrains 
•* thofe that are private. It is religion alone 
<* which rcleafes from their fatigues the inha-^ 
«« bicants of an immenfe territory, eftablifhcs 
** equality among all ranks, calms every mind, 
** affords a conrolacion for the inequality of 
<^ rank, for chagrin and afflidion, and calls 
^ all men to juftice and humanity. Chfif- 
** ttanity has civilised Europe, created a fb- 
« cial difpofition in the countries where it has 
** penetrated, and connefts itfelf with the pro^ 
** grefs of the arts and fciences. Ic is con^ 
^ neded with no form of government; it is 
** the religion Aot of one ftate but of the 
«* world. It is the intereft of government 
^5 to proteft religious inftitutions which are ' 
^ as ic were the canals through which ideas 
^ c^ order> duty^ homanicy and juftice Sow 

B b « through 
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chaK rr through all claffcs of citizen^.* Wiial 
" would morality be if it remained confined 
" to the lofty regions of fcience, and without 
** religious inftitutions to bring it down* with- 
" in the reach of the body of the peo;.le?, 
" Morality without religious maxims would "■ 
" be like juftice without tribunals. Religious 
" morality which refolves itfelf into formal 
•' precepts has neceffarily a force which no 
" morality purely philofophical can poffefs. 
•/ The multitude is more affefted by that 
*' which commands than by that which is 
*^ proved. N5en in general require to be* 
** fixed; ihcy require rather maxims than de- 
** monftrations. As a code of laws is necef> 
" fary to regulate our intercfts, a code of doc-» " 
*' trincs is neceff^ry to fix our opinions: 
" without that, according to Montaigne, there 
^* is nothing longer certain but uncertainty^ 
" itfeif. Science can never be partaken of 
" but by a fmall number; but by religion- 
** one may be inftruftcd without being learn- 
*' ed. The natural religion to which one 
•*• may rife by the efforts of a cultivated rea-. 
"•« fon is merely abftradt and intellcdlual and 
" unfit for any people. It is revealed reli-. 
*' gion which points out all the truths that 
** are uieful to men, who have neither tinie- 
** nor means for laborious difquifitions. Who* 
** then would wilh to dry up that facred. 
♦« fpnng of knowledge which diffufcs good- 
maxims, brings them before the eyes 6f 
every individual, and communicates to them- 
" that authoritative and popular drels with- 
" out which they would be unknown to the 
*« muUiaidc and almoft to all men. Religion 
" murt be taken for the bafis of education }» 
** we muft apply* Chriftianity in aid of mo-f^. 
, . ' « ralicy. 






»* -rallly. The child who from its cradle im- ^^* 

«« bibcd Its falutary maxims will know even v-^-^v^,. 

«* before it has become acquainted with our 

*< criminal code what duties it (bould not in^ . 

•* fringe, and will thereby enter into (bciety 

*• prepared for our moft valuable iuftitutions. 

«* For want of a religious education for the 

«* laft ten years our children are without any 

**• ideas of a divinity, without any notion of 

<< what is juft and unjuft : hence arife barba- 

•• rous manners, hence a people become fc- 

^' rocious: one cannot but figh over the lot 

•' which threatens the prefent and future ge- 

•* nerations. Alas I what have we gained by 

'* deviating from the path pointed out to us 

*«. by our anceftors? What have we gained 

" by fubftituting vain and abftrad doctrines 

«' for the creed which aftuated the minds of 

** Turenne, Fenelon and Paf hal ? It is to 

•* the dangerous doftrines of the enemies of 

«' all religion that we.muft attribute the de- 

«* dine of morality j the government reftores ; 

" it in compliance with the willies and the 

«* wants of the French nation.'* Is it not 

pieafant to fee a nation who abolifhed Chrif^ 

tianity in 1794 eftablifhing it in 1802? and 

cftablifhing it on account of advantages few 

in number compared to thofe which it aftually . 

produced: for Portalis and Simeon omitted . 

fevcral benefits which Chriftianity has produ - 

ced or is capable of producing among indi* 

viduals and communities. 

It has been urged that the Ghriftian reli- Anoihef 
gion is pretended to be a medicine for cur- ^ th^cm- 
ing the difordcrs of the mind ; but that the cacy of 
medicine cannot be good which fails in pio- iJ^"cln2- 
ducing that effedt in numberlefs in(taxices. <i«rea. 
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^^yjj But Cbriftianity having produced the defired 
cEk& in various cafes; it would be as ibfurd 
to condemn it becauie it did not operate tti 
all cafes as to objeA to a medicine which had 
cured many and prevented 6r abated the dif- 
ordcrs of others. We may judge of the ef- 
fcft of the Gofpel frbrti the conduft of thofe 
who pra^ife its precepts; and fhoukl no more 
condemn it from the lives of thofe who tre 
ftrangcrs to or refufe to obferve its lawti, than 
reject fin ufefcd medicine becaufe it did not 
cure thofe who never tried its effirfk. Itt fomc 
the reKgious principle is fufEciently (trong to 
fubdue the pitlTions, in others it is too feeble 
to produce this effeft; feme obferve all or 
moft of its precepts^ and there are few Chrit 
tians that do not pradife fome of them. The 
Gofpel operates powerfully on fome, laDguidiy 
on others; and between thefe extremes we 
find intermediate claffes of men compounded 
of good and bad qualities as religion and the 
paflions fcem to prevail. In many cafes where 
religion is not fufficiently efficacious to render 
men truly virtuous it checks the progrefs of 
Tice ; and reftores offenders to a fenfe of duty 
on the tfay erf* ficknefs or when the paffions 
have fubfidcd. But where men violate the 
Gofpel without (hame or remorfe, we may 
be certain they are deftitute of its fpirit; or 
that their religion is too feeble to combat their 
pafRons. Were a fenfe of future rewards and 
yuniOiments ^habitually aflbciated witdi duty 
and difobedience, the religious principle would 
operate as uniformly as pride, avarice, revenge 
or ambition. The moft profligate would re- 
frain from vice did he fee God aftually pne- 
fenr, or was be alfurcd by faith of his invifibte 
preicnce. If xl^en we may judge of men's 

princi- 
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principles from their pra^ice as of a tree from 
Its fruits, we may be certain that wicked men 
have not a lively fenfe oi the attributes of God 
or of the motives of Chriftianity. Some men 
profefs it and perhaps never doubted of its 
truth ; while others pretend to it for the pur^ 
pofe of deceiving. The religion of fome 
confifts in a mere affent to its doftrines, per* 
haps in external obfervanccs or in a lifclefs 
repetition of creeds or confefllons of faith. 
In thefe and fuch like cafes it cannot operate 
powerfully nor induce men to facrifice their 
intereft or their pleafure. The Golpel pro- 
duced admirable eiFeds on thofc who firft 
embraced it from . a convidion of its truth i 
but fimilar cffcds are not to be expcdled 
where men never were fully indruded in the 
fundamentals ot Chriftianity. 

The Heathens objefted to Marcellinus a Ro«ffetu'» 
friend of Auftin (a) that Chriltianity muft tf^yl"^ 
injure fociety by detaching men from the tendency 
world, by forbidding them to return evil for cofptirc* 
evil and by pronnpting them to defpife glory fttt«*i« 
that great fpur to martial exploits. Thefe 
i()eas have been adopted by Machiavael (^^^ 
with but little variation, and repeated by 
Houfleau, Gibbon and other authors who 
borrowed and embellifhed the errors of rheir 
prcdecefTors. Roufleau coniiders true Chrif^ 
tians as flaves and dupes to tyrants and imr 
poftors, and the Gofpcl itfelf as inconfiftent 
with liberty, valour and patriotifm. Having 
in the ift edition of this hiftory {c) expofed 

. («) Epift: cxxzviii. 

(i) Difcourfes oa Livy book ii ch: 2 & GeotilUttiu adver^t 
ftts Machiavell«m. 
, /ci Sea: viii. 

' bis 
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^vl'' ^'** fophiftry on each of thcfe points; I (hall 
only confront him with the following paOage 
from his own writings. " If," (aith he {d)^ 
** alt were perfcft Chriftians individuals would 
•* do their duty, the people would be obe- 
** dicnt to the laws, the chiefs juft, the ma- 
«' giftrates incorrupt, the foldiers would def- 
^^ pit death and there would be neither va- 
** nity n(;r luxury in fuch a flatc." Such 
would be the cfFeds of Chriftianity were all its 
profeffors perfcdl Chriftians; nor could its moft 
zealous advocate compliment it more highly ! 

Various authors have infinuated that Chrit 
Ferfecu- tianicy was the fource of herefies, controver- 

chargeable fi^s, perfecutlons and other mifchiefs in Rates. 

on chrif. Charity and brotherly love, fays Lofd Shaftf 
*"*^* bury, are engaging founds, but who would 
dream that out of thcfe (hould iffue ftecl, 
fire, gibbets, roQs? This queftion implies 
that torture, death and various cruelties were 
the oSpring of Chriftian charity ; tho' if 
this virtue had been univer(ally praftifed, men 
would have efcaprd thcfe inftruments of tor- 
ture. Collins, by oblerving that the infinite 
variety of opinions, religions and worftiips 
of the ancient Heathens never produced any 
diforder, infinuates that diforder and confufion 
are lo be attributed to the Go{^ el which did 
not exift before its eftaWillTmcnt. Voltaire 
and other authors maintain ihat religious dif- 
fenfion was peculiar to the Chriftians and 
unknown to idolaters i and that hiftorian makes 
the following reflection on the affaffination of 
Henry 4ih of France, " it is a deplorable 
*^ thing that the fame religion which enjoins 

i^i) Social Contraa iv: S. 
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v^ forgiv^nels of injuries (hould have occa^oA-, ^^^^ 
•• cd fo many murders 3 on the maxim that 
" they who differ from us in opinion are re- 
V pfobate and to be held in abhorrence." But 
as the Gofpels contain no fuch maxim th^ 
murder of that prince mud be imputed to 
other caufes. To expofe all fuch opinions 
and infinuations it will be neceffarv to (hew 
that Chnftianity does not countenance perfc- 
cution, that the intolerance of the Pagans, 
Jews and profeffors of the Gofpel was politi* 
caJ, that the perfccutions of Chriftians were 
contrary to found policy, and that the Gofpel 
itfelf is not chargeable with the herefies, 
controverfies or other evils. imputed to it by 
unbelievers. Our Saviour employed gentle 
perfuafion and an example of virtue in con- 
verting men to his religion, and rebuked his 
difciples for defiring to call down fire from 
heaven to deftroy the . San^aritans who rejcft- 
ed hisi dodrines. The charity of the genuine 
Chriftian forbids him to confign to perdition 
thote who have not embraced his religion 
nor perhaps ever heard of it. He works out 
his own falv^tion with fear and tremblings 
knowing that to whom much is given of him 
fhaU much be required. Chriftianity, inftead 
of encouraging cruelty or perfecution, teaches 
love, peace, charity and forbearance; and I 
defy the whole affembly of unbelievers to 
fhew that perfecution is confiftent with the 
principles of it. We muft therefore look 
cllewhere for the true caufes of perfecution 5 
and (hall not find it difficult to difcover them 
in the pa(nons or prejudices of the human 
heart : in pride, avarice, miftaken policy or 
revenge, 

' A (light 
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CH4P. A flight confideration fcr vc« te •vinet that 
v„^.^^^ th« intofcrancc of the Jew^ did not ^rife, as 
The intc- fomc wntcFf imagined, from the belief of 
tb"jews one God, but from the conftitution of their 
was poiti-. government. The Hebrew government wai 
thtocrat'.eal, JehoVah was not only their God 
bur the firft civil magiflrate: the Hehrcwa 
were his worfhippers as vvell as his fubject), 
and fuch of thrill as worlhipyed ftrange god$ 
vre treated ♦as rebels are in other nations. 
The chief object of the Jcwilh ilatc «as 
to prcferve the knowledge and worfliip of 
the true God; and to admit idolatrv would 
defeat the purpofes for v^hich it was in* 
tended. Befides, jthovah by h\% contract 
uith the Ifraelites promifed them peace and 
profperity while they pcrfevcred in bis wort 
ihip; and threatened to withdraw thote blef* 
fings if they wdrftiipped ftrange gods. The 
man therefore who ado.^ted or advifed fisH 
reign worihip was confidered as an enemy 
to his country and punifhed as fuch. H^nco 
it appears that other nations, whofe govern-^ 
niient is not thcocratical, can draw no pre- 
cedent for perfecution from the intolerance 
of the Hebrews. 

iDtoie. Nor was intolerance peculiar to the Jewj 

H^^thenl before the promulgation of the Gofpcl j fincc 

towards there were numerous examples of it among the 

, saTchru-. Greeks and Romans bfore that period, not- 

tjaps was withllanding the various iiiftances of indulgence 

^^^ ^^' ftigwcd by them towards thofe who differed 

from them in religion. Sevtrral intolerant acts 

difplayed by the Heathens towards each other 

did not arife from iheir religion, but from 

the pohcy of ttatefmen and from thofe preju-i 

dices and paflions which arc common among 

men, 



n^ All ancient lawgivers having founded ^^^* 
ir political fyftm^ in Some mcafure on the 
iCffticions of the peo^s poluicians in fuc» 
ding ag€$ difcouraged innovacion, left it 
44d weaken the auih^icy of cheir civil in* 
utes and lefiien their attachment to the 
'8 and conftitution of their country. Thi$ 
i the qioft general fource of tntolerance be* 
t the Chriftian era> and may account for 

prrfecucioni which were eKercifed againit 
le of the philoiopheri. The charge of im*^ 
:y and attachnHsnt to foreign worihip waa 

pretext for puttii^ Socrates to deaths 
ugh in jSict he fell a facrifice to envy and 
lice (kj. Ariftr tic (i) having offended 
ryrnedon overfeer of the facrcd oiyfteriea 
a jeft wa") acciifcd of impiety, and obiigcd 
fly to fave himfelf fron^ his vengeance* 
r4H-al of the Stoic9 and Epicoreans wer« 
afiied from Rome ami other pla^s, for 
:laiming on liberty and raifmg fedic)on> for 
iploying vain fophifms in &pping the foun^ 
cipn of vif»je> and ^ corruptit^ the fun* 
Qity of the ancient morality. It is reafona** 
I to fuppofej that focne of ijbe motives which 
Hgated the Heathens to periecute each other 
doipted them to intolerance cowards the 
>fe0br$ of the Qofpel. Paganifm having 
[itribotad to extend the conquefts of tht 
intile^ » the Chriftians who laboured to f^b* 
ft ic were confidered as enemies to ftates, 
iving openly delpifed. the goda to whooi 
\ Pagans afcribed in a great meafure the; 
mdcur of their, country, they were pcrfcqq-^ 

as Atheifts and as the catiTe of iu decline. 
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^^^^* Men who charged with fallhood all religions 
but their own were deemed proudj arro- 
gant and haters of all who differed from 
them in worfhip. They were acculed Ijy one 
author (Jk) with being odium generis bumm 
the objeffcs of hatred with all mankind, aod 
by another (J) with wroa fc? malefica /uperftitio^ 
a new and wicked fuperfticion. Paganifcn 
having brought gain to architeds, goldfmithsy 
carpenters, ftatuarit^, fculptors, painters, au- 
gurs and other minifters of religions the 
Chriftians by whom it was reprobated were 
perfecuted by multitudes who fuffcred in their 
emoluments. There was a remarkable in- 
ftance of this at Ephcfus, where Demetrius 
who made filver (hrines for Diana complained 
to other filvcrfmiths that their craft was in- 
jured by St. Paul {m) . who pcrfuaded much 
people that tbefe be no gods which are made 
ivilb bands. The perfec tit ions againft the 
early Chriftians were alfo- fomented by 
their having purchafed fccurity, liberty of 
worfhip'or connivance from magiftrates and 
informtrrs (») ; and Tcrtullian f(?J laments that 
they employed fuch means to fave themfelvcs 
from perfccution. Could the pcrfecutions 
againft the firft Chriftians be traced to thtir 
lources, they would doubtlcfs be found to 
have originated not only from the general 
caufes wliich have been pointed our, but alio 
from pride, avarice, jealoufy or fome felfifli 
paffion. However, as hifcorians are often fi- 
lent about the caufes of many pcrfccutions, 

(Jt) Tacitr.Annal: XV, 44, 

(/) Pliny Epift: xcvii. 

(i») Adls, xix. 

(n) Mnfh: <k rebus CliriAianorom. 

(0) Dc Fuga in Ferfecutionibus juxa finem. 

thofe 
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?(ho(e only are exhibited whofe fouirces are ^^^* 
iksbwn from the annals of hiftory. Nero hav-^ 
;%g been ibrpefted of fetting fire to Rome 
^^-^^fed the Chriftians co be accufed of this 
^Bflinne (p)\ and moft perfccutions after the 
^Idt&th of Commodus arofe from the avarice 
Jj^f princes or their captains, who faw no cv 
jner means of levying money than by feizing 
NMi the properties of peaceable Chrifcians. The 
^' iperor Maximin having affaflinatcd Alexan- 13^. ' 
Sevenis who protected the Chriftians^ 
led this feet and treated them with fe- 
rity; and they were perfecuted by Diocle- 2S4. 
^ttkn at the inftigation of his fuperftitious mo* 
ftfter % but chiefly by the artifice of bis ene« 
^|aiit$ who fired his palace and charged it to 
;Chriftians (q). Chriftianity had made 
a prc^refs in the middle of the 3d cen- 
that the Pagan temples and facrifices 
^l^fpn to be deferted i which expofed its pro- 
Tors to the utmofc rigours of perfecution, 
pcrfecutions endured by the Chriftians 
the modern Heathens originated more 
political than religious motives. The . 
[bits were baniOied from China for meddling 
jpolitics, for maintaining idle controverfies 
for being more attentive to temporal than 
;ious concerns; and in Japan, the ChriC* 
IS- were perfecuted on a charge of having 
;ned to fubject the empire to the Pope, 
• the Spaniards and to the Portuguezc. 
'he fadts produced in the preceding and fub- 
lent parts of this chapter prove, that the 
iptolerance of both the Pagans and Chriftians 
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(f) Tacit: ib: 

ffj JLadanc: de tnordboi ptrrecutonim cap: xl p: lU 
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^f^' trofe from fimilar motives and is by n6 nftadi 
v#^v^ chargeable on cfaeir rcfpedive religions, 

ctafes •( It is undeniable that the Heathens ejdii* 
Mnccif'ihe''^^^^ nqmcrous inftance$ of indulgence to the 
iiejahen5.^wor(hippers of ftrange godsi but thefc inftath 
ce$ were not the cffeA of a true tolerant 
Ipiric but of political caufes. and of the metm 
by ^hich their cooquefts were acquired, fie* 
fore the Romans entered an enemy's country 
or befieged a townj the priefts generally eiH 
treated the guardian gods of (be place to come 
out and delert^ and promifcd |:bem the &mc 
or greater honours than they enjoyed be? 
fore {dj. When the Roman didtafor took 
Veil be invited Juno to Rome; and the 
form of fuch invitations is given by Macro* 
\ji\js(ej. The Romans fliewed great indul* 
gence to the wor(hippers of the gods thus iih 
troduced into Rome : in compliment to tha 
gods who were fuppofcd to be inftrumental ifl 
extending their conquefts. Strangers at Rome 
were allowed to wor(h>p their own gods at 
ter the cuftom of their country ; but the lam 
of the ilate did not fuffcr its members to con- 
form to foreign worfhip. In the city a Phry* 
gian might celebrate rites in honour of Cy^* 
bele s but no native Roman was permitted to 
adore that goddefs after the manner of the 
Phrygians (fj. - The Romans fuffercd men 
to worftiip in private foreign deities whofc 
adoration was confident with the laws of the 
republic ; but did not allow them to exercile 
in public any religion but the eftablifhcd (g). 

(d) Sec Kortholt Papanys Obtre^ator p« 90. 

(i) Satarn: iii, 9 p: a86 Edit; Lend; ic Livy v: iS. 

(f) Dion: Hall: ii, 19. 

ig) Moib: ccut;i cap: i. 

The 



rfe Romans couW not introduce into their <5*A^- 
ity erert the gods of the conquered countries 
iritbout a decree of the ftnate ; not did they 
^er admit the worftiip of Orus or Ofiris» 
Iiough £g7pt where they were adored waa 
'Roman prottnce. 

• The Heathens erercifed many intolerant caufcs or 
as before Chriftianity exiftcd; and the firft "^^^^^ 
Uftfift ian erto|>erors inBuenced by the example ons «xcr- 
€ their Heathen anceftors guarded their new ^^^^^ 
dligion by laws and penalties. Men conti^ Catholics. 
itoed in this ddlrudtive error in confcquence 
4 the etuption of the Goths and Vandals, 
rho difcouraging learning and fcriptural know** 
fldge cheeked the mild influence of the GoP* 
riel and abated its happy effefls on thoie who 
itnbraced ic But befides thefe caufes of in* 
6ierance, other circumftances contributed to 
ca rife and conrinuance. In the fourth and 
ifth centuries hcrefy produced fuch difm'al ef- 
Sds, that both princes and ecclefiaftics judged 
t politic to reftrain and punifh heretics; and 
rbfiHdered toleration as fubverfive of ftates and 
teftniftive to religion. Thefe erroneous ideas 
»«rc entertained by Sir Francis Bacon, Moll*- 
eiquieu and other ingenious modern writers.- 
Jir Francis (i) deemed uniformity of worftiip 
tblblutely neceflary to the well-being of ftates ; 
ind it was a maxim of Montefquieu (i)^ 
PJumef*^ and Roufleau^'/^ that rulers fliould 
:oIerate exifting fefbs but difcourage new ones. 
[t was chiefly on this maxim that Romiflx 
^inces perfecuted heretics and Proteflants; 

<i) Sermo ill de unitatb fitcledb 

ft) L'Efprit des Loix livrt zxv m« 19* 

(k) Hift: 

not 
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^ viT' not confidering that different Chriftian ftfti 
mav and actually do obey the laws of (Iim . 
ancl praftife the Chriftian virtues notwith- 
(landing their differences. But befides fbefe 
general fources of incoleiance, the Cbriftiam 
exerciled many perfecutions prompted by avt- , 
rice and by a defire of ftopping innovations ur 
religion and governments. Avarice, was the 
moft general fource of the fufferings of the = 
Jews in Spain^ France, Britain and other na- 
tions: and to their honour it mud be ac«. 
knowledgedj that they often facrificed their 
perfons and properties rather than abjure their 
principles. To juftify the robbery of this 
people they have been falfely accufed of ma- 
gic, forcery, crucifying children^ poiibnir^ 
fountains and of other crimes (m). That 
the Jews were perfecuted from a principle of 
avarice, rather than from an hatred of Judaifm 
or a regard to Chriftianity appears ftroi^ly 
from the following obfervations. The Jews 
Y^ho rejefled the whole Gofpcl were allowed 
fynagogues in Rome; while the Proteftants 
who renounced a few Popifh dodlrines were 
pcrferuted in that city. The Jews paid the 
Roman pontiff an annual tribute ; while the 
Reformifts were likely to leffen both his wealth 
and power. In the reign of Ferdinand and. 
Ifabella in the beginning of the 1 6th- century 
Spain abounded with Mahometans, whom the 
nobles folicited the clergy to convert to Chrif* 
tianity, in order to attach them to the go- 
vernment of the country. The friars preach- 
ed a few fermons for that purpofe 5 but hav- 
ing found them inflexible advifcd the princes 
to banifli or enflavc them. The king was 

(jw) Mod: Ur.iv: Hift; vqI: 7 folio, book xx ch: i. 

prevailed 
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prevaUcjd on to confent to the baniflimcnt of ^^^'^• 
them, and received ten pifcoles from each of 
the expelled families for granting them per- 
mifiion to retire to Barbary. In the reign of 
Charles Vth, the Morefcoes were pcrfecuted 
by the inquiflrors who received a large (hare 
of the cftates of apofcates ; and in the reiga 
of Philip Illd. the expulfi>n of them was pro- 
moted by the Spanifli clergy who were taxed 
for augmenting the falaries of the Morefcoe 
vicars and for building and endowing addi- 
tional churches (;c). Hence it appears that the 
Spaniih perfecutions originated chieSy from 
avarice, biit not from any of the caufes to 
which Voltaire and others have imputed them. 
To ftop the reformation which was likely to 
dcftroy the honours or emoluments of the 
clergy fires were kindled and gibbets eredted ; 
to retain their flocks was a chief objedt of 
perfecutors. In many cafes ecclefialtics did 
not attempt to convince heretics of their error, 
but executed them in efHgy if they died before 
the execution ; and judgedit more politic to 
put one hundred innocent perfons to death 
than fuffer one heretic to efcape (n), Bi(hop 
Gardiner obferved that *^ if perfecution of 
** ai^y kind is to be admitted, t;he mofc bloody 
** is furely the moft juftifiable as the moft ef- 
'* feftual. Imprifonments, fines, confifcations, 
" whippings," laid he, " fcrve only to irritate 
" the (efts without difabling them from re- 
" fiftance \ but the ftake, the wheel and .the 
•« gibbet muft foon extirpate or banifh ail he- 
retics inclined to ^ive refiftance and filejice 
the reft"(^). In Holland and other nations 
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(*) See Oeddes. 

{n) Picarfs Religious Ctreraonitfs v6l; i folio. 

(#) Hume's Hilt: ch: xxxy^ xxxvii* 
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^^- the Pmtcftants were peffecutcd ; not fftox a 
principle of cruelty but to check the progref!i 
of the refbrnied religion (p). In the NeAer- 
hnds, HtfTels who fat adjudge m the trial of 
heretics often fell afleep in Court after dtti« 
ner; and being awaked to give hn decree 
rubbed his eyes and cried out» let hkn be 
executed Cq\ Hence it appears that he bad 
formed the odious refolution of Condemning 
all who were accufed of herefv, and that Diak^ 
ing examples and not ecjuity was the object of 
this inquifitor. Had he any other object be 
trould have difcrituinated between tbe inno^ 
cent and guilty, between friends and enemies 
between Komanifts and Rcformifts. Princei 
Concurred with tbe clergy in oppofing the 
Reformation ; not from a thirfc of bkx)d» h\A 
CO reftrain the turbulent opiniotls whith weie 
taught by fome of the Rcformifts (f*). Philip 
lid. dreading the ittt (pirit which appeared 
among his Proteftant lubjects in tbe Lotr 
Co'jntries, eftabliflied an inquifition for the 
punifhment of heretics ; and was encouraged 
to pcrfevcre in his cruelties by tbe wealth 
which he was to obtain by the forfeitures (s). 
James W\h, of Scotland, the emperor Charles 
Vch. and Francis Ift. feemed to have been well 
difpofed to the doftrines of the Reformation; 
had they not dreaded innovation in govern- 
ment from the fuppofed connexion between 
religious and political eftablillimems. It wodM 
be eafy to prove that in moft nations men 
have been tolerated and perfecuted rather on a 
political than religious account. The Jews 



if) Brandt book iv. 

(9) lb: bo«)k ix. 

(r) 8avago'§ Lives of the Efnp«rors» 

(/) Mollu cent; ii^vi. 
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• BjA Turks have been tolerated and even en- ^^^^' 

- CQuraged in Poland, on account of the tribute 1......^^ 

iwhich they paid; while, the Greeks, Luthe- 
rans and Calvinifts have been perfecuted in 

• that kingdom. The Dutch Jiaft-India Com- 
pany refuie to Lutherans and to other feds in 
their fettlements that toleration which they al- 

: low to Pagans and Mahometans ; as they have 
arivalfhip with the former but not with the 

' l^tter> and wilh to prevent religious difputes. 

, If wc examine the caufes of the chief per- Caufes of 
iccutions in England fince the reformation JJ^^jfecJid- 
. w^ (hall find them reducible to pride, ambi- «ps e^cr- 
y rionj avarice, revenge or miftaken policy, p/oteft/ 
-. Henry Vlllth. put to death fomc Proteftants »««»• 
L ibr rcjefting doftrines which he had defended 
-. againft Lucber ; and perfecuted fome Roman* 
i ifts for maintaining the papal fupremacy in 
I : opp)ofition to the regal. Avarice was the chief 
;. motive of the perfecudons in the reign of Ed- 
' ward Vlth. The earl of Warwick and other 
^ Rcformifts having deprived Gardiner and 0- 
'j^fher prelates of their biflioprics; thefc men 
•who were the favourites of queen Mary were 
1'; prompted chiefly by revenge to inftigate this 
- .. princefs to pcrfecute the Proteftants, This 
j^. queen loved the Pope and the Komanifts who 
Y^ condemned the divorce of her father and mo- 
^-^ jbcr; but hated and perfecuted the Proteftants 
^li flfbo efl^eded and defended it. The conduct 
jj^.ajiK) do^lirines of the Pope and Jefuits induced 
ifqoccn. Elizabeth to exercife fcverities towards 
;fc|r Rpman Catholic fubjefts. Pius Vth. de- 
clared her illegitimate and excommunicated 
her J and certain Jefuits juftified the affaflTina- 
tion of heretics and alleged, that as loDg as 
ihe was fuffered to live it was in vain to 
p *■ C c cxpedt 
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CHAP, expcft a reftoration of their religion (/J. Be-' ' 
fides, feveral Englifhmcn v^ho had been edu- 
cated in Rome and Rheims maintained the 
depofing right of the Popes, and declared Eli- 
zabeth's fubjefts abfolved from their allegi- 
ance («}. To thefe caufes we may impute 
the fevcrities excrcifcd againft the pricfts and ' 
Jcfuits who had been educated in thofc places, 
and the heavy fines which were impofcd on 
the Roman Catholics of , England. Queen 
• Elizabeth mitigated the rigour of the laws 
againft thofe who promifcd to adhere to her in, 
cafe of a foreign invafion ; and put few Ro- 
manifts to death except fuch as confpired 
againft her government, or attempted to re- ; 
ftore the Romifli religion by violence. Nor 
did this princcfs treat the Puritans with rigour ' 
on a religious account; but for dividing her 
Proteftant fubjefts and adopting ideas of ci- = 
.. vil liberty which clafhed with her preroga^ 
tives {w). 

fefcmwe? Thc Luthcrans and Calvinifts^ who affc<ftcd 
Romanifts to dilFcr widcly from the Romanifts in their 
"oinT* principles and condu6l in feme inftances re* 
fembled them in both thefe refpects* Each 
of them difplayed the fame afperity in their 
writings, the fame degree of partiality in their 
councils and fynods, the fame oppofiiion to 
any kind of alteration and the fame kind of 
feeble arguments in fupport of the exceptiona- 
ble parts of their rcfpective fyftems. Thc 
Romanifts quoted the authority of popes and 
councils, the Lutherans that of Luther and 

(t) Dupin cent: xvi. 

{*j PitfcaJoif's li.trod: ch: iv fc£l. 22. 

(w) Burnet's Hiiloiy of tnc Reformation U Rapia's Hift: 

book xva. 

the 
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the confcffion of Aufburg, and the Reformed ^^ff- 
that of Calvin, Beza and the Heidelberg ca- 
techifm. The Romanifts perfecuted heretics, 
the Lutherans banifhcd or imprifoned hcter€- 
dox Proteftants, and the Reformed perfecuted 
thofe who would not adopt their tenets {x). 
The Roman pontiffs oppofed religious altera- 
tions of any kind; and certain Protcftant 
churches are equally tenacious of two or three 
points that are exceptionable in their religion* 
TThe former fuffered by their oppofition to 
reformation ; a^id fo will the latter, if they 
wait 'till a reformation (hall be effected by 
laymen who will not fail to carry their refor- 
mation to excefs. In (hort, the Romanifts 
perfecuted Reformifts ; to gratify prid^ or ava- 
rice, to terrify their opponents or to retain 
or recover their honours or emoluments. The 
Reformifts perfecuted the Romanifts and each 
other i influenced by the fpirit of the times, 
by a love of truth, by refentment for paft 
injuries and by a dread of their opponents if 
they (hould become powerful. " It is a prin- 
«* ciple," fays Montefquieu (y) " that every 
*• religion which is perfecuted becomes per- 
<* fecuting; for as foon as by fome accident 
«• it rifes from perfecution it attacks the re- 
** ligton which perlbcuted it, not as a religion 
*• but as a tyranny." In troublcfome times 
irhen each of two parties hopes to be the pre- 
vailing one or dreads oppreffion from the 
othei*, they are both often led to actions not 
dtdocible from their religious fyftems ; nor is 
it 6ir to judge of individuals or aggregate 
bodies from what they do in anger and when 

M Brandt hook xxiii, xlv. 

0) L'J^fpric des Loix livre xxv ch: 9. 
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^^^* exafpcrated againft each other by injuries and in- 
v>^>^ (bits. Had romanifts and reformifts pcrfecu- 
tcd from a regard for the Gofpcl, they would 
have direfted their indignation againft the un- 
believer who rejected it altogether, rather than 
againft Ihofc who differed fronfi them only 
in a few points. But they perlecuted the 
latter who aimed at powtr or privileges in 
ftates; but did not moleft the unbeliever who 
never fpught for either in confequence of his 
opinions, until the French monarchy was over* 
turned by the Deifts of France, 

Bad ef- An enquiry into the effeds of pcrfecution 
perfecu^i- o^ay convincc us tnat they were direful, and 
on in va- fy^h as might fpring from pride, avarice, 
lipns. ' ambition, revenge or miftaken policy. This 
(hocking pra6lice has rendered men rebels or 
fugitives, caufed domeftic trouble and foreign 
invafion, and injured population, agriculture 
and commerce in Spain and other kingdoms. 
Above eight hundred thoufand Jews, men, 
women and children confented to be banilhed 
from Spain in the reign of Ferdinand and 
Ifabella {q) and fubmitted to exile rather than 
embrace the religion of their oppreffors. In 
^5jj^ l^hilip Illd's reign the Morelcoes confi(ting 
of one hundred and fifty thoufand men, wo- 
men and children were expelled, and Spain 
was deprived of its mofi: ufeful inhabitants, {r) 
From the expulfion of thcfe an ingenious 
writer (s) dates the decay of Spain ; and 
maintains that it never can be rich though 
the wealth of the Indies flow into its bofom. 
The nobles will not work and the lower or- 
ders imitate their example. The mechanics 

(y) Mod: U: Hift: vol: v. folio p. 574« 

(r) Ocddes's trails. 

($J Raynai's Seittemcnts. 

having 
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having been expelled; its wealth muft circu- ^^^* 
late thro* foreign nations which fupply them 
with manufaftures. Such were the fruits of 
perfecution ! Such were the efFefts of vio- 
lating the Gofpel I In England and France 
population and comiDerce fufFered by perfe- 
cution. Several foreign Protcftants who quit- 
ted England at the acceflion of Mary depri- 
ved the kingdom of many ufeful hands for 
arts, and manufadlures. The harfbnefs of 
Charles ift towards the Proteftant diflenters 
contributed to raife that fanatical fpirit which 
wai pernicious to the religion and monarchy^ 
of England. Multitudes of them emigrated 
to North America; and Cromwell and many 
Others were rcfufed the privilege of emigra- 
tion. In France alfo perfecution was inju- 
rious; rnulritudes having fled from that na- 
tion and carried to other countries their arts 
and manufadlures. The Enghfh fettlcrs at 
N«w-york never thought of extending the 
fur trade, until they were taught to make 
beaver hats by thofe who fled from France 
in confeauence of the revocation of the edici 
of NantZ; which edifl* allowed the Hugonors 
liberty of confcience. To French refugees 
the Irifh and Scots are indebted for the cul- 
ture of flax and hemp^ and for the manu- 
fa(5tures they produce («;). Gold and 
filver lace, ftuflTs, hats and ftockings, which 
had been purchafed in France before the ex- 
pulfion of the Hugonots, were afterwards 
manufaftured in Germany and England whi- 
ther they fled for proteftion (;c). Before the 
cdift of Nantz was revoked, the city of 
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CHAP. Lyons cmploved eighteen thoufand fiHc 
* looms ; but after that peripd the number was 

reduced to four thoufand to the great detri- 
ment of po ulation and commerced The 
manufafture of hats has been injured at Cou- 
dcbec and Ncufchatel fince the departure of 
the refugees ^ and the trade of Tours has 
been confidcrably diminifhed by the perfc- 
* * • cutions raifed in that part of the kingdom {y). 

The manufadlurers who fled from France to 
England met both proteftion and encourage- 
, ment; to the great improvement of the filk 
manufafture in Britain, Hence we m^y per- 
ceive that toleration would have prevented 
the inconveniences of perfecution, and pro- 
moted both population and commerce ia 
ftates ; and we find this conclufion confirmed 
by fafts^ In England, in the Low countries 
and in Goa toleration has been produdlive of 
thefe advantages ; nor can it fail to be a 
fource of love and confidence between go- 
vernors and their fubjedls, 

ly'si^'no.^" Dr. Pricflly in his 56th leflure on the in. 
ranee of jBucnce of rchgion on civil focicty treats th<? 
the cffeasfy|3J^^5t. with little candour and ftill lefs infor- 

mation. He obicrves that religion has been 

detiimental to fociety ; comprehending under 

that term enthufiafm, fuperltition and every 

fpecies of falfe religion as well as tiue : nor 

could he have formed any other judgment 

^ I * * fiom his narrow information on. the fruits of 

^ • the Gofpel. He dwells more on the few ad- 

^ vantages arifing from excefits or corruptiona 

of the Gofpel than on its genuine effed? 
%vhich are numerous and permanent. To 

('i) Volt; on Toleration* 

thofc 
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■thofe exceffes he attributes the liberty of BrU ^^^' . 

: tain, to the cxtenfive power of the popes the ^-^l^ 
cafy intercourfc of different nations and the 
union of them when the Roman empire was 
disjointed, to the pomp of popilh worfliip 
the prefcrvation of the fine arts during barba- 

.rous ages, and to popery itfclf the check on 

•defpotilm in Spain, Portugal and other places. 

. Of the numerous advantages produced by the i 

Gofpel he mentions but two, namely the 

-check on defpotifm and the abolition of fervi- 
tude, and overbalances thefe advantages by 

. the excefles of German Anabaptif^s and Eng- 
lifli levellers, and by the cruel pcrfecutions of 

•the bloody Mary and Philips of Spain. 
** Thofe evils, fays this writer, and particu- 
.** larly thefe arfing from perfecution ought 
•* certainly to be taken into the account 
" when we make an cftimate of the benefits 
** accruing to the world from Chriflianity." 
Had this author wifhed his readers to make a 

. fair eftimate of the benefits of Chriftianity, 
he would have exhibited the (hocking (late of 
•mankind when it was promulgated, and the 
many happy efFefts winch it produced in dif- *^ 
.fercnt parts of the globe. As to perfecutions 
ixe himfelf admits that they exifted in the 
world before its promulgation ; and we have 
proved that the perfecutions which prevailed 
lince that period arofe from a diametrical op- * 

pofuion to its letter and fpirit. Let me then * 

alk why the evils of perfecution fhould be ta- 
ken into account in eftimating the benefits ; 

...which have accrued from Chriftianity ? This * ^ 

writer did not confider that the cruelties^^of ' 

perfecutors and the exceffes of fanatics origina- 
ted from avarice, ambition or miftaken policy, 
or from ignorance, corruption or pcrverfion 

of 
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C"AP» of the Gofpel ; and that perfecutions and c3D. 
ceiTcs far from originating in Chriftianity prove 
the excellence of an inltitution by an obfcr- 
vance of whofe laws all the inconveniencies 
fanaticiini and perfecution muft vaniQi and dis- 
appear. We acknowledge thtre have been 
more troubles on pretence of relii^ion in 
Chri^ian than in Heathen ftates ^ and acknow-» 
ledge it without a cifead of injuring the Gofpel. 
Gentile nations couldcomroit cruel or criaiinal 
a£ts in a barefaced manner without any rein 
gious pretc3ft \ while nominal Chnltians re- 
quired other motives befides fdfilh or vicious 
onfs to palliate their offences and to reconcile 
their*wickcdnefs to thrmfelvcs or others. Ec-i 
clefiaftical h^ftorians have recorded every 
petty controveriy fpr i§po year* ; whilil the 
Greek and Kpman niftories do not comprize 
nine hundred, and take little notice of religi-. 
ous contefts which had not confiderable in- 
fluence on the welfare of flares. It is as un^ 
juft to impute to Chrjftianity the evils of fu- 
perftition, tnthufiafm, perfecution or felfilh- 
pcfs as to accufe a chafte mat|:on oi the vi- 
ces of a proftitute. The iame kind of ob- 
jedlions Vvhich is urged againft religion holds 
^qu^lly ftrong againft literature,, law, phyficj, 
commerce and government. It would be a 
feeble argument againft folid and ufcful learn^ 
^ng, that literary purfuits have occafioned 
dilputes to which the illiterate are total (tran- 
gers. Such diiputes did not originate from 
folid learning but from the ignorance or pcr- 
vcrfenefs of the contending parties, from 
want of humility, from the intricacy of the 
fubje<5k or from the weaknefs or imperfedion 
of the human faculties. How unrcafonable 
then to afci^ibe the errors of divines to the re- 
ligion 
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liglon they profefe ! Literature, jurifprudencc, ^^^^' 
the medical art, commerce and civil fociety 
are upon the whole ufeful, chough attended 
with fome inconveniences ; and furely the mif- 
chiefs which arofe irom religious inftitutions 
are but feeble objedions to their general uti- 
lity. The chicane of the law is a weak ar- 
gument againft jurifprudence, the frauds of 
the mountebank againft phyfic, the' wars of 
rival nations againft commerce, the labufes of 
power againft government, and the inconvc- 
niencies Qf civil fociety againft its numerous 
advantages. Why then urge fimilar objec- 
tions againft Chriftianity which not only 
tends to prevent any evils experienced pn pre- 
tence of it i but to moderate the difputes of 
the learned, to fupply the defeAs of civil ef- 
. tablifhments, to check the chicane of the 
law, the tyranny of rulers and the wars ariQng 
* among rival nations ? From what has been 
faid in this chapter we may perceive the in- 
jufiicc of imputing to Chriftianity perfecu- 
tions, herefies, &c. which originated from a 
violation of its prccej ts, from pride, avarice, 
revenge, ambition or miftakcn policy. And 
furely it would be as unrtafonable to queftioti 
the utility of religion becaulc it has been per- 
verted in lome mftances, as to deny the ex- 
pediency of law CT phyfick on account of 
the evils experienced from pettifoggers or 
empy ricks. iefides, tliofe inftances are fo 
few that they may ealily be enumerated ; 
while the Chriltian virtues are fo common 
as »to be little noticed in hiftory- Were the 
evils afcribed to religion frequent, they would 
not be fo fully defcribed in the hilloric page ; 
were Chriftian virtues but rare, they would 
t^^gmpoufly related by hiftori^s who arc 

fond 
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^y^^' fond of relaciflg extraordinary events. Co- 
* ., ^"f^^fg which feldom appear engage the atieo- 
tioo of multitudes; while few attend to the 
other planets which may be feen every day. 
The naturalift exhibits the tSc&s of earth- 
quakes, volcanoes and other direful pheno- 
mena; but is filent on the genial influence 
of the fun which daily befcows lights hei^ 
and comfort on mankind. 

Gibbon's Mr. Gibbon aflcrts that monadic intltto- 
^^ng "' tions were produdive of evils . which fiilly 
ti>e effcAf counterballanccd the advantage of the Gof- 
liaostj. ' pel. This is an extraordinary ailertion in 
one who was acquainted with feveral benefits 
of it ; and who muft have known that the 
Heathens had monks before it was promul- 
gated, and that the. monafteries of the ChriP 
tians made ample amends to mankind for 
any evils they occafioned. He zdmit%(a) 
•that the Gofpd or the Church difcouragcd 
fuicide, advanced literature, checked opprcf- 
fion, manumitted Oaves, foftened the ferocity 
of barbarous nations; and that in the moft 
corrupt (late of Chriftianity barbarians might 
karn juftice from the law and mercy from 
the Gofpel. Thefe are but few of the bene- 
fits of Chriftianity; and yet thefe few infi- 
nitely outweigh the inconvcniencies of mo« 
nafi cries. The Heathens had monks of the 
order of Romulus, Mars, Flora, Pomona 
&c. Some were of the fociety of Auguftus, 
Adrian, Antoninus or Aurelius; and the men- 
dicants of the order of the mother of the 
gods rambled about exacting alms from the 

(f) Hiil: cb: xxx\dii^ xlir. 

peoplfi 
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people (^. Polydore Virgil (^) obfcrves that chap. 
the popes induced men to quit thefevaio 
focieties, and to form more pure ones called 
from their refpeftive founders Auguftines, 
Benedi£tineSj Francifcans &c. The firfc 
Chrifcian monks were rigid and auftere, ex-* 
crcifed fobriety, charity and other virtues and 
laboured with their hands in imitation of 
St. Paul (xjy who commanded that if 
men did not work neither (hould they eat. 
Before the art of printing was difcovercd 
the monks tranfcribed and preferved (everal 
books; and many uftrful inventions were the 
offspv-ing of the convents. They Iheltered 
the wretched from oppreffion, foftened in fomc 
meafure the fiercenefs of barbarians, and fur- 
nifhed comfortable retreats from war and ty* 
ranny. Even wlien the monks became de- 
generate the monafteries ferved as fchools for 
the education of youth, as inns for the ac- 
comm^^dation of ftrangers, and as repofitories 
for books v^hich otherwife muft have perifhcd 
when the laity became attached to martial 
achievemenrs. Surely thefe and other ad van- 
' tages of monafteries compenfated in a great 
degree for the inconvcniencics they caufedj 
tho' they were not produftive pf all thofc 
benefits when they were fuppreffed by the 

fcformers, 

Sir Francis Bacojn(^) derives religious dif- Caafesor 
fenfion from men's notion of the true God !l!l!™L 
who is jealous of the worftiip paid to the ficsand 
Heathen deicies: and whofe worfhippers ima- Z^^^ 
gined ttey pleated him by punilhing thole 

(d) Apul: Metam: viii, 3 vol: ii^ p. 258. 

(#) Dc Inventione. vii. 6, 7. (k) x TheiT; iii, 9. 

(^) Srrmo iii de ecclcfift unitate* 

who 
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who paid ihat leverence to falfe gods whidi 
, was due to the true. This attribute ro^ 
pcrha;TS be a fource of diffcnfion b«tw«n 
true wofftiippcrs and idolaters j but does not 
account for the diflenfions among Jews ad 
Chrifiians, nor between Chriftians themfcUw 
who believed in one God. This venerabfe 
Vfriter obferves that religioas diflenfion »«■ 
unknown to the Pagan* ; as their rcligioo 
confiftcd in rites and not in the belief of 
certain articles and doflrines. But, were 
there no dilotdcrs occanoned by the Bacha* 
mis in Rome? Did not religious feuds tuft 
high in Egypt when the inhabitants (if one 
province came to difcurb the fefiivai of ano- 
ther, and when multitudes vere wounded and 
ftain on both fides (;6). The Heathens held 
opinions which were the foundation of [lie 
rites, and. rites which tended to created) 
ferences. Nay in fome cafes, rites are nrttf 
likely to excite dirpu[cs than doctrines; a*- 
the former itrike the fenfes while a man'i 
tenets are often known to God alone. Tfatj 
ring in marriage, the (ign of the crofs in bap* 
tifm, the attitude for receiving the lacranieDtl 
&c. have occafioned dilputes as well as tbJi 
doctrines of tranfubftantiation, of the tridtf: 
or of prcdeftinarion. Why then might noil 
the Pagans quarrel whofe worlhip was ritu^ 
and who believed tenets more likely to raifi 
ca»iis than the doctrines of the Gofpcli 
Other writers adopted the errors of BacoS 
concerning the tolerance and religious liarmOi 
ny of the Heathens, and fuggcfted caules of' 
dilTenfion different from thole wbicl. iiifrory 
eshibits. Chrilcianity may be vindicai-.d from 

(«) Ece F:.i:t'.cu;JieiuJ Lip: r- ", EJirr Loud: i if 

fad , 
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• (ych ,afpcrfions ; by proving that the evils impu- ^^f ^' 
ted CO it have arifcn from miftakcn policy, falfe 
'pjxilofopby, dogmatifm> , revenge, avarice or 
cnthufiafm, from ignorance of the Gofpel^ 
from perverfions of it, from a want of it's 
ipirit or from a violation of it's precepts. If ' 
we examine the caufes of the principal he* 
relics and difpute^^ which fubfided among 
Ghriftians we (hall find they are not charge- 
able on the Gofpel, The Chriftian church 
having originally confided of Jewilh and Gen- 
tile converts; it's members muft have retain- 
ed at leaft for a time their refpedlive opi- 
nions. Some converts were philofophcrs who 
wrefted the Gofpel to a conformity to their 
own dogmas; others blended it's tenets with 
thole of the oriental philofophy and the 
E^ptian theology ; fome profely tes eagerly 
retained tht rites, opinions and traditions of 
"-'- tl^e Jews; and all of them interpreted the 
Gofpel according to the ideas which they en- 
. . tertained before they embraced it. Voltaire 
juftly imputes controverfies to the enquiring 
ipirit' which prompts men to exceed the limits • 
. prefcribed to their knowledge, or to the am- 
. Ditton of divines who were eager to become 
the heads of fedls or parties (dj. If we 
Gonfider the origin of the difputcs in France 
and the low countries, we can not impute 
■ them to the letter or fpirit of the Gofpel. 
C^race and predcftination were the chief fub- 
^. jcfls of controverfy among the Jefuits and 
- '. Janfcnifls of France, as well as between the 
[jj !«Artnintans and Gomarrifts of Holland. In 
'. .^aooe) according to Voltaire fp^, this con- 

1 CO Sm Mofht Ecd: Hift: Cent: lit, jr, vi. 
(/) Hift: ch: ccviii. 

^ trovcrfy 
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^^^p. troverfy origioated from pride, obftinacy or 
>^^v^ & love of vi£bory % while in the Netherlands 
it was fomented by a political party. The 
queftipns agitated in the lovtr countries rela- 
ted to the trinity, predeftination, grace, re- 
probation, fatisfadtion, fajvatton of infants &c. 
queftions well calculated for the purpofes of 
a party; as they. divided fellow-fubjeSs, were 
too obfcure ever to be decided and might 
be cafily revived when occaHon required ic 
It is diabolical to divide men by controver* 
lies of little moment, or even by important 
ones where the fubjeft is too abftrufe for the 
bulk of mankind. Men who difputed with 
vehemence on fuch queftions muft have been 
influenced by fome felfifli motive, enemies of 
,Chriftianity or ftrangcrs to it*s fpirit. The 
difcuflTion of thofe fubjects was more fit for 
devils than for the preachers of peace; which 
probably induced Milton (r) tO' reprefent the 
Stygian council engaged on fuch queftions 
in the abfence of Satan: 

Others apart fat on a hill retired 
In thoughts more elevate and reafoned high 
On providence, foreknowledge, will and tatcj 
Fixt face, free-will, foreknowledge abfolute, 
And found no end in wandVing mazes lofr. 

Voltaire's J cannot agree with Voltaire in refpeft to 
cerninpthethe pcaceablencfs of the ancient philofophcrs 
peaceable- ^|^q \^ f^j^g inftanccs wefc turbulent and 

neisot an- • /\ % r t xxr i t-i 

cientphiio-puniihed as luch. " Were not the Epicu- 
^odcrn'"''" reans/' fays a learned writer (^), " driven 
Deifti. " out from * feveral cities for their debauche- 



(r) Paradife Loft, Book ii. 
If) Philel-uth: LipfiCnfis, iW: 
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** Ties and tumults they caufed there ? Did 

" not Antiochus banifh all . philofophers out 

«* of his whole kingdorri, and make it death 

" to the youth who learned of tllem and 

*« confifcation of goods to the parents ? Did 

** not I>omitian banilh all the philofophers 

** out of Rome and Italy?" A refpeftable 

Heathen author (f) expofes the philofo- 17$ 

phers of his time as an idle, litigious, vain, 

peevifh, proud, gluttonous and ufclefs fee/ 

** Thefe mcn"j faith he, ** divide themfelves 

*' into fefts under the names of Stoics, Epi- 

*' cureans. Academics and Peripatetics; and 

** declaim on temperance, moderation and 

" virtue, while they are luxurious and co- 

*^ vetous, griping pedants and railers at 

^ others." He alfo ridicules their lewdnefs and 

■ hypocrify, their indecencies and immoralities, 

their drunkennefs and wrangling which often 

;. terminated in blows. Suetonius (g) obfervcs 

' that in the reign of Tiberius the Roman fe- 

Date banifhed all aftrologers and magicians 

out of Italy, and that the emperors in banifti- 

ing the philofophers * only complied with an 

ancient law againft them; Hence we may 

jDercciyc the falihood of Voltaire's aflertion, 

that the controverfies of the philofophers 

have been peaceable i while thofc of divines 

were turbulent and bloody. Voltaire alfo ob- 

fcrve$ that 'J Dcifts though numerous in Eu-. 

•• rope never excited rebellions like Chrif- 

** tian fedtarics." Deifts having been too 

:. few in any particular nation to aeate diftur- 

bances, deferved little credit for their peace- 

ablenefs ; efpecially as they laboured to fap 

(y ) LucUd's Voyage to the Moon, and his Lapithae. 
(f) In Tiberio c*p: xxxvi k iu Vitellio cap; xiv. 
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the foundation of morality, which ts ao evil 
greater in magnitude and more permanent in 
its eflfeds than civil commotions. Had Mr. 
Voltaire livttd to fee the late tevolution in 
France, he mufl have been convinced that 
Deifts when in power are not only turbulent 
but as arbitrary and intolerant as any de(jx)t 
or inquifitor tb^t ever difgraced the Chrittian 
world. '* Can any one'*, fays Simeon^ in his 
excellent fpeech on the re-efcablifhment of 
iSoa. Cbriftianity in France, ** imagine the into 
" lerance of priefts to be worfe than that 
" of Athcifts and Deifts ? What ! were ihofe 
*' that aflaulted Chrifcianity with violence 
•' more tolerant than Fenclon, Turenne or 
" Belzunc ? No! no! let us not return to 
•* barbarifm.'* Had Voltaire lived to the year 
1796 he might have feen that a fubverlion 
of monarchy was planned in Ireland by a fo- 
ciety of Deifts, fomc of which had been* 
biify for fome time before in propagating irre- 
ligion and treafon among the people j to re- 
cpncile them to thofe murders and confifcs- 
tions which muft attend the execution of 
their villainous defigns. 

Voltaire's According to Voltaire (u) Calvinifm is 
cha^rgt on ^g'^^^^blc to a republic, and from its very na* 
Calvinifm ture produccd civil wars and (book the foun- 
refutcd. Jj^jJqp ^f ftates. But in no part of the wri- 
tings of Calvin has he prompted fubjedts to 
opppfe the laws, the conftitution or the ru- 
lers of ftates. The bilhop who was fove- 
reign of Geneva had been expelled fay F^rd 
when Calvin arrived there ; and this retormrr 
wifely adapted his platform to the popular 

(m) Hid: ch: cxu. and ccviii. 

, . government 
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government which he found cftabliftied in that ^^^j^- 
city. If then fome of his pretended folIoWr 
crs inverted his method and wifhed to ac-* 
trommodate their political fyftems to his reli- 
gious one; furely no blame is to be imputed 
either to him or to his tenets. It is undenia-^ 
ble that feverai of them have been enemies 
to monarchial government ; but their turbu* 
Icnce is no more chargeable on his fyftem 
than the vices of nominal Chriftians 6n the 
Chriftian inftitution.-^ This reformer . fpeaks 
refpeAfully of monarchy, and acknowledges 
the difikulty of determining what form of 
government is bed. This man who was wife 
and good except in the cafe of Servetus ol> 
ferves, that each form was appointed by 
God, proves from Scripture that even wicked 
rulers and magiftrates are to be reverenced 
and obeyed, and forbids individuals to ca« 
lumniate or expofe them(^)« Is it not then 
.unjuft to confound different feds of protef-^ 
tant diflenters; to reprefent the genuine fol-* 
lowers of Calvin as republicans and levellers 
. anf] difpofed to fubvert ariftocratical and mo* 
narchical governments ? The real follower 
of Calvin will not make his pulpit the vc* 
hide of fcdition, divert his fllock from induP 
^ try to politics nor inflame the minds of thofc 
whom it is his duty to render peaceable and 
.happy* Our Saviour did not meddle in po- 
litics, his kingdom was not of this world 
.^nd he who profef&s to teach his religion in 
-.its purity will follow his example. The di- 
jjciples of Calvin have been falfely charged 
-with the murder of Charles ifl:: the Scots 

(w) Calvia's Inftitutes, lib: iv. cap: xx» da P«litica Ad« 
Ininiilrationc. 

" \^ - D d diflTcntcrs 
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^vf ' dJff^nters proteftcd againft it, fome Englifli 

\^^>r^^ jprclbyterian mitiiftcrs exclaimed Vlolcfnily a- 

"gainft it, and the Dutch ambafladors who 

Were Calvinifts endeavoured to prevent it (a;), 

, Drifts • Even men who laboured to erafc oat of 
in"^rf- the mind all rcfpedt for religion have ac- 
ingrciigi- Tcnowledeed the importance and expediency 

on which /«. ^ .' , /-ii-^' 

they allow of it. By Comparing the following paflagcs 
fuL*"'*' ^^ authors with the general tenour of their 
works we fhall be convinced of their depra- 
vity in decrying religion they allow to be 
ufeful. Bayle {a) admits religion to be ufefiil 
!f men afted s^reeably to its principles: and 
Voltaire (^) fays exprefsly that religion is ne- 
ceffary in every fixed commurtity ; the laws 
are a curb upon open crimes and religion 
on thofe that are private. " No religion,'* 
fays Bolinbroke (r), " ever appeared in the 
'* world whofe natural tendency was fo much 
** dircdted to promote the pe^ce and happi- 
" nefs of mankind as the Chriftian.— — The 
•'-fyftem of religion recorded by the Evan- 
** gelifts is a complete fyftem to all the 
*^ piirpofcs of true religion natural or re- 

«* vealed— — ■ -*— The Gofpcl of Chrift 

" is one continued leffon of the ftriftefl mo- 
rality, of juftice, benevolence and univerfal 

charity. Suppofing Chriftianity 

to have been purely an human invention 
** it had been the moft amiable and the mod 
•* uftful hivention that ever was impofcd on 

{}c) puiTend: Introd: ch: iv. fedl: xxvlii. Rapines Hiib 
Book xxi, xxii: Mofh: cent; xvii. Hume's Hifl: ch: Iviii. 

(rt) Fenfes divers, fedl: cviii. 

(^) On Toleration — See the Jews Letters, Findiay and 
Nun* tif ill a.tuer to Voltaire. 

\^c) AnalyJis of BoUngbrpke, fc^: xii. 

mankind 
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''.mankind for their good." Vi\in\t(d) ac- ^^^f.' 
knowledges that " the cjifbclief of fujurity - 
" loofcns in a great meafure the tics of mo- 
** rality and may be fuppofed for that r^a* 
" fon pernicious to the peace of civil fo- 
/' ciety." Rouffeau f^J acknowledges that 
" if all were perfect Ghriftians individual^ 
" would do their duty, the people would 
** be obedient to the laws, the chiefs juft, 
" the magiftrates incorrupt, the foldiers would 
*' defpifc death and there would be neither 
** vanity nor luxury in fuch a ftate.'* Gib- 
bon (f) admits that the Gofpel or thd 
church difcouraged fuicid^, advanced erudi*> 
tion, checked oppreffion, promoted the man- 
umiffion of flaves> and foftened the ferocity of 
barbarous nations t that Aerce nations receiv- 
ed at the fame time the Icffons of faith 
And humanity, and that in the mod corrupt 
(late of Chriflianity the Barbarians might 
learn juftice from the law and rtiercy froqi 
the Gofpel. And yet thefe unbelievers havd 
been fo vile and perverfc as to decry a iyf-' 
tern which they acknowledge to be ufeful I 
How ungrateful to employ talents gfanted 
for great purpofes againrt the giver of thofe 
talents and againft the good of his creatures ? 
It would not be^ hard to prove the fcoffei* 
of religion to be nearly as mifchievous an 
animal as if he laboured to fubvert the ex- 
ifting laws againft robbery or murder. Both 
divine and human laws being conjointly un^ 
able effcftually to rcftrain the paffions of 

{^) EfTay xi ; See the able anfvrets of Campbell atid Adamd 
and the late excellent reply of prefiUent KirViran in the trau* - 
factions of the rOyal Iri(h Academj, vol: viii, p. i;5. 

(e) Social Contra^, iv. 8. 

{f) Hift: ch. xxxviii, xlviii. See the anfwcrj of bUho|l 
\^atfua, Dr. Cholfum, Mr. Davis «cc. kt. 

D d 2 men i 
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^^^- men; he can be no friend to focicty whd 
exerts himfelf to abolifti or weaken cither 
of thefe ' reftraints. Gibboa acknowledged 
he aimed at fame as the grand motive and 
reward of his labours; to all candidates for 
fame I would recommend the following lines 

of a celebrated poet(;c). 

« 

Unblemifhed let me live or die unknown 
Oh! grant an honeft fame or grant mc none* 
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E fhould be ftrangers to the effeds of KfftAs «f 
religion on multitudes were it not for their ^ty'oa' 
exalted ftations ; which obfervation equally c««ain 
applies to fcveral laymen diftingui(hed by ta- uynTen of 
lents and information. The chief of thefe ^*^i"" 
were Lord Bacon, Grotius, Selden, Salma- biiitics.*' 
fius. Hale, Pafchal, Boyle, Locke, Newton, 
Boerhave, Addifon, Maclaurin and Lyttlc* 
ton (aj. Francis Bacon Lord High Chan- Bacon, 
cellor of England was one of the moft uni- * *^* 
verfal geniufes that any age or country has 
produced; and his writings furnifh incontefti- 
ble proofs that his wifdom, knowledge and 
benevolence were extraordinary. He was a 
profound lawyer, poffeffed the moft compre- 
henfive mind, and was ferviceable to mankind 
by direding their thoughts to the works of 
nature and to fafts froni fcholaflic fpecula- 
lions and idle controvcrfies. This illuftrious 
charafter fpeaks of religion with refpeft; and 
the following prayer which was found among 
his papers in his own hand-writing proves 
him to haVe been influenced by a truly re- 
ligious fpirit* " Moft gracious Lord, my 
** merciful father; my creator, my redeemer, 
" my comforter! thou foundeft and fearchcft 
*^ the depths and fecrets of all hearts; thou 
*' acknowledges the upright ; thou judgeft 
*^ the hypocrite ; vanity and crooked ways 

" cannot be hid from ibee. 1 loved thv 

"affemblies; I mourned for the divifions of 
** thy church; I delighted in the brightnefs of 
** chy fanduary,— • The ftate and bread of 

, (a) See the Biograpb: Brit: the Britilh Phit: and the loth 
Edition of Lindley Murray's vahuble colle<5lion of the lives of 
great men. This fedtion ihould be inferted at p, 268. 

the 
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^« the poor and oppreffed have been precioia 
^* in my eyes : I have hated all cruelty and 
«< hardnefs of heart, I have though a defpifc4 
^* weed endeavoured to procure the good of 
." all men. If any have been my enemies, 
f ' I thought not of them, neither has the Sun 
** gone down upon my diipleafure: but I have 
?* been as ^ dove free from fuperfluicy of ma- 
?* licioufnef^. Thy creatures have been my 
f* books^ but thy Scriptures much more fo, 
^< I fought thee in the courts, the fields ancj 
^* the gardens; but I have found thee in thy 
?* temples." Such was the piety of this wife 
man} and in cotpparifon of him t^e grcatcfl: 
of the deifts. appears fh^low and .defpicqblc I 
Crotius, Hugo Grotius ^ Hollander poffeCrcd a prpr 
•^*^' found genius, a folid judgment aqd a won- 
derful memory. Before be w^s fifteen he 
maintained public thefcs jn mathematics, ph(- 
Jofophy and law with the higheft applaufe; 
and afterwards, notwichftanding the embaflies 
and other yijblic bufinefs in ^yhich he w^s 
employed, compofed a number of excellent 
works the chief of which are his treatife of 
the ri^^hts of peace and war, a treatil'e on the 
truth of the Cbriiliap religion, commencari^^s 
on the holy Sciijiturts and the hillory and 
annals of Holland. The queen of S wee* en 
appointed him htr ambaflador at Paris; which 
liignity however was not agreeable to a n^an 
of his turn of mind. His lenciments rcfped- 
ing it are contained in a letter which he wrote 
to his father from Paris. *^ I am," favs he, 
really quite tired out will) honours. A pri- 
vate and a quiet life alone has charms' for 
^* me; and I fhould be happy to be in a fiuia- 
** rion in which I could employ m) felf uron 
V WP^ks of piety only, and works that might 
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*' be ufeftil to pofterity/' He had the high- 
eft refpeft for religion and virtue ih whatever 
condition of life they were found: and how 
much he preferred them to all that the world 
could beftow appears from the following de- 
claration. " I would give all ray learning 
*^ and honour for the plain integrity of John 
" Urick, a poor nnan of great piety who fpent 
" eight hours of his time in prayer, eight in 
^ labour and but eight in meals, fleep and. 
*^ other neceffaries." In his laft ficknefs he 
was tranquil and rcfigned to the will of God:, 
cxprefled his faith in Cjiriftand declared that 
bis hope refted upon him. John Selden a SeWen, 
native of England and a contemporary with ' ^' 
Grotius was profoundly learned, and ikillcd in 
the Hebrew and Oriental languages beyond 
any man of his time; Grotius ftiles him the 
glory of the Englifti nation. His mind ajfo 
was as great as his learning. He was holpi- 
tablc, generous and charitable; he took de- 
light in doing good and in communicating his 
knowledge: above all he was a fcrious Chrif- 
tian. This celebrated man when he was near 
the end of his days declared in a conference 
with arch-bifliop Ufher, that " tho' he had 
been laborious in his literary enquiries and 
pofkttfid himfelf of a number of valuable 
*' books and manufcripts upon all ancient fub- 
^ jefts; yet he could reft the happincfs of his 
<< ibul on none of them except the holy Scrip- 
" tures." Salmafms a Frenchman pofleffed saimafms, 
extraordinary abilities apd profound erudition. ^ ^^" 
He' was knowing in almoft every thing; in 
fchool divinity, .in law, in philofophy, in crir 
ticifm ; and he was lo confummate a linguift 
that there was fcarcely a langmge in which he 
bad not maie a confiderablc profici.'ney. 

^ His 
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His works which are numerous and on va- 
rious fubjefts gained him as much fame as 
ftrong powers and vaft erudition can procure. 
His name was founded thro' Eyropc ; and he 
had great offers and invitations from foreign 
princes and univcrlities. The Venetians 
thought his refidence among them would be 
fuch an honour that they offered him a pro- 
digious ftipend: the univtrfity of Oxford made 
fome attempts to get him into England i and 
tTie pope invited him to fettle in Rome^ Car- 
dinal Richlieu ufed all poffible means to de- 
tain him in France, eyen defiring him to 
make his own terms: and Chriftina queen 
of Sweden fliewed him extraordinary marks of 
cfteem and regard. When this celebrated 
man arrived at the evening of life, he ac- 
knowledged he had too much and too earneftly 
engaged in literary purfuih, and greatly over- 
looked thofe objefts in which true and folid 
happinefs confifts: Ch! faid he, I have loft an 
immenfe portion of time; time that mofl: pre- 
cious thing in the world! had I but one year 
more it fliould be fpenc in ftudying David's 
pfalms and Paul's epiftles. Oh! Sirs, faid he 
to thofe about him, mind the world lefs and 
God more : the fear of the Lord, that is wif- 
dom, and to depart from evil, that is under- 
name, (landing. Lord Chief Juftice Hale was pro- 
' ^"^ foundly (Icilied in mathematics, in natural and 
moral philofophy and in a knowledge of the 
law ; and did honour to the bench by his 
abilities, his piety and his uprightnefs. He 
wrote well on various fubjedls; and exprefsly 
declared ^* there is no book like the Bible for 
** excellent learning, wildom and ufe, and that 
<^ it is .want of underftanding in thofe vvho 
♦< think or fpeak othcrwife," He divided hi^ 

tiu^C 
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time between the duties of religion and the 
ftudies of his profeffion : and his retired me- 
ditations on religious fubjeds manifcft an ex- 
traordinary degree of piety and humility. 
*^ True religion," fays he, " teaches, the 
" foul a high veneration for Almighty God, 
*^ a fincere and upright walking as in the pre- 
*^ fence of the invifible, all leeing God by 
** . Whom all our thoughts are legible. It ren- 
** ders the heart highly thankful to him as 
** his creator, redeemer and benefadlbr, Ic 
*' makes a m^n entirely depend on him, feek 
*« him for guidance, direction and protedion, 
** and fubmit to his will with patience and 
•^ refignation of foul. It crufhes all pride 
*^ and haughtinefs both in a man's heart and 
«* carriage, and gives him an humble ftatc 
<* of mind before God and man. It gives a 
<? man a right eftimate of this prefent world; . 
<^ fo that be never loves it more than it de- 
*' ferves. It makes the wealth and glory of 
«^ this world, high places and great prefer- 
*^ ments of but little confequence to him ; (o 
<* that he is neither, covetous nor ambitious. 

« nor over folicitous about them.-^ In the 

«< courfe of my life," faith he, " I have been 
<« in as many ftations and places as raoft men. 
«< I have experienced almoft continual mo- 
<* tion i and although of all earthly things I 
«« have moft defired reft and a fixed private 
«< ftation, yet the various changes I have fccn 
<« and found, the public employments that 
« without my fceking and againft my inclina- 
<• tion have been put upon me, and many , 
^« other interventions as well private as pub- 
^* lie have made it litcTally my experience 
«< that I have here no continuing city. VVhea 
^^ I bad defigncd for myfclf a Icciled manfioa 

and 
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«* and fitted "it to my convenience and rcpore, 
•^ I have been prelcntly confcrained by tny 
•^ ntceffary employments to leave it and re- 
•* pair to another. And thus my dwellings 
*^ h:ivc been like to (o many inns to a tra- 
** veller, of longer continuance indeed but cf 
«^ almofi: equal inftabilicy. This unfettlcdnefs 
«^ of ftation though troublefome has givca 
<^ mc a good and praflical moral; namely 
»* that I muffe^noc expedt my reft in this luw- 
" er world, but mule confiaer it as the place 
*• of my journey and pilgrimage .and look 
Pa<kha!, *^ fuithcr for complete happinefs." Pafchal 
«*5«>- a Frenchman was an eminent philofopher, a 
profound reafoner, an elegant wricer and a 
iljan of mofc exemplary piety and virtue. 
From his youth he gave proofs of an un- 
common capacity. He defired to know the 
reafon of every thing, and when fufficicnt 
yeafons were not offered foughc for better; 
nor would he ever yield his afltnt bur to fuch 
as appeared to him well grounded. Ic is 
a comfortable refleftion that a man of his 
turn, with a mind fo comprehenfive and fuga- 
cious entertained the mofc exalted fentimems 
of the Chrifcian religion ! The celebrated 
Bayle thus fpeaks of this diftinguiihed perfon. 
** A hundred volumes of religious difctjurfcs 
" are not of fo much avail to confound 
«' the impious as a fimple account of the life 
♦* of Pafchal. His humility and his devo- 
•' tion mortify the libertines more than if thry 
*« were attacked by a dozen miffionarics. 
" They can no longer aflert that piety is 
*' confined to men ot little n/inds when tht'jr 
*< behold the higheft* degree of it in a geo- 
<* mctiician of the firft.rank, the moft acute 

, '' metaphyficiift 
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•* metaphyfician and one of the mofc pene- 
** trating minds that ever exifted. Mathe^ 
matical and ]!)hilofophical fcudies in which he 
had eminently diftinguilhed himfelf he decli^ 
ped at an early age, and refolvcd to devote his 
time and talents wholly to the caufe of piety and 
virtue. He employed a great part of his time in 
prayer and in reading the fcriptures, and found 
thegreateft cortifort and delight in thefe devout 
cxercifcs. He ufcd to fay that " the fcrip- 
*^ tures are not fo much adapted to the head 
" as to the heart of man ; that they are inte!~ 
*' ligible only to thofc who have iheir hearts 
** right, and that to others they are obfcurc 
** and tjnintereftio'g." In the following lines 
which were found among his papers after his 
^cceafe we fee a ftriking pidure of the rninS 
of this great man. ** I refpeft- poverty be- 
«* caufe Jefus Chrift rcfpefted it j I ref- 
** peft riches becaufe they furnifh the means 
*'' of relieving the diftreffed. I do riot ric- 
** turn evil to thole who have done me an 
♦* injury. I endeavour to be fincere and 
** faithful to all men. Whether I am alone 
** or in company I confider myfelf as in 
*« the fight of God, who will judge my ac- 
** tions gnd to whom I confecrate them alL 
«^ Thefe arc my fentiments j and I daily 
^* blefs my redeemer who has impofed them 
<* upon me, ^nd who by the operation of his 
^^ grace has taken away the concupifcence, 
^* pride, ambition and milery to which I was 
** naturally fubjeft ! I owe my deliverance to 
^' his power and goodnefs j having nothing of 
*' myfelf but imbecillity and corruption?' 
Puring his laft illhefs his deportment was 
fruly edifying; and his expreflions of charity 
and j:"iQgs refingnation tho* dc^pjy affet5ling 
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were highly confolatory to his friends. To 
his fiftcr who attended him he faid, ** How has 
" it happened that I have never done any 
.** thing for the poor, though I have always 
«* had a great love for them?" She obferv- 
cd, lie had not poffeffed property fufEcicot 
to afford them much afliftance. " Then, 
faid he, " 1 ought to have given them my 
«' time and labour. In this refpeft I am to 
** blame; and if my phyficians fpcak truly 
*' and God fhould permit me to recover, I 
" am rcfolved that the ifervicc of the poor 
*^ fliall be the fele employment of my rcraaia- 
*' ing days/' To fome of his friends who 
lamented his continued afflidlions he (aid, 
** I know the dangers of health and the ad* 
** vantages of fickncls. When we arc ill we 
«^ are exempt from many of the pafEoos 
<^ which diHurb us in health i we are without 
*' ambition, without avarice, in conftant cx- 
*f pedation of death. We have nothing to 
** do but to fi^bmit humbly and peacefully." 
One. of his particular friends who fpent an 

.hour with him during his illnels thus expref- 
Icd himfclf to his fifter. *^ You may indeed 

.*' be comforted. If God (hould call him 
*^ hence you mufl: have abundant caufe to 
^' praile that gracious being for the favours 
*' which he has conferred on him. I always 
" very much admired his great qualities : bu: 
** I never before obferved that extraordinary 
" fimplicicy which I have jufl: now wicncffcd: 
*^ it is wonderful in fuch a mind as he poffeflcs, 
I moft cordially wifh 1 was in his fitua- 
tion r* His laft words were, may God 
never forfake me ! and he died full of peace 
B-yic, and hope. Robert Boyle who was illultrious 

..by his birth and abilities, by his learning and 

virtues 
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▼irtues condemned the philofophy of Ariftotle 
and Des Cartea which dealt too much in fan- 
cy and conjefture regardlefs of fadls. He 
made many ufeful experiments in natural phi- 
lofophy, and always aimed at two points in 
his writings namely truth and the good of 
mankind. The celebrated Dr. Boerhave 
paflfed the following elogium upon him. 
** Boyle was the ornament of his age and 
*« country. Which of his writings fhall I 
** commend I All of them. To him we owe 
*« the fecrets of fire, air, water, animals, ve- 
** getables, foflils: From his works may be 
«* deduced the whole fyftem of natural know- 
•* ledge." Having entertained doubts about 
the truth of Chriftianity he examiaed its 
evidences, and appropriated a large annual 
fum for defending it againft its opponents. 
His diftinguifhed learning and unblemifhed 
reputationf induced lord Clarendon to folicit 
him to aiTume the facerdotal function ; which 
he refufcd ^for various rcafons one of which 
was that whatever he wrote on religion would 
have greater weight as coming from a layman. 
He knew the irreligious fortified themfelves 
againft^ all the clergy could offer, by faying 
it was their trade and they were paid for it. 
The great objedk of his philofophical purfuits 
was to promote the caufe of religion, to 
difcountenance Atheifm and to raife in him- 
fclf and others more exalted fentimcnts of the 
greatnefs and glory, the wi(clom and goodnefs 
of God. " He had," fays his intimate 
' friend bi(hop Burnet, ** the mod profound 
•* veneration for the great God of heaven and 
** earth that 1 ever obferved in any man. The 
** v^ry name of God was never mentioned 
*^ by him without a pauft and obfervable (lop 

•Ma 
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«* in his dilcourfc. I might challenge tlt« 
" whole tribe' of libertines to come and view 
•• the ufefulnefs as well as excellence of Chrif- 
** tianity in a life that was entirely dedicated 
rocke, cc lo i^ >» Locke the celebrated Englifti phi- 
lofopher was employed as fecretary to the 
Engliih ambaifador in Germany, and at home 
as a commiffioner of trade and plantations. 
And yet notwithftanding his public employ- 
ments he found leifure to write a .great ^cal 
for the good of mankind. He expofed the 
fcholaftic philofophy which kept tbe learped 
world engaged in perpetual contention, : ana* 
lyfed the human mind, traced civil govern* 
ment to its true fource and maintained the 
rcafa^bknefs of religious toleration* Truth 
was hi& only objed; and his treatiies on ihole 
fubjefts contain perhaps more real wifdom.aod 
good fenfe than ^11 the writings of the deifts 
conjoindy. He has been complimented asthe 
glory of the laft age and the inftruftor of the 
prcfcnt, and thus praifcd by Dr. Sydenham the 
celebrated phyfician. " If we.confidcr his 
.■* genius and his penetrating and exaft judg- 
** ment or the ftriftnefs of his morals, hciias 
** fcarccly any fuperior and few equals now 
** living.'* He wrote on the reafonablenefs of 
Chiiftianity, and advifed a friend to ftudy the 
Scriptures, cfpecially the New Teftament. "It 
** has," fays he, " God for its author, falva- 
^* tion for its end and truth without any mix- 
*' ture of error for its matter." " For four- 
" teen or fifteen years he applied himfclf in an 
" efpecial manner to the ftudy of the Scrip- 
tures, and employed the laft years of his life 
hardly in any thing elfe. He was never 
weary of admiring the great views of that 
^< facred book and the juit relation of all its 

"parts; 
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•* parts 1 he every day made difcoveries in it 
•* that gave him frcQi caufe of admiration." 
** A (hort time before liis deceafe he received 
*' the facrament at home with two of his friends 
•* and faid, he was in the fcntimcntsof perfeft 
** charity towards all men, and of a finccre 
** union with the church of Chrift by what- 
*^ ever name diftinguiflied." Sir Ilaac New- Newton, 
ton pofTeffed a vigorous, fubtle and penetrating ^^^' 
mind ; and his works prove he merited the 
title of prince of philofophers. Fontenellc 
lays o( him that in learning mathematics he 
did not ftudy Euclid: he underftood him al'- 
moft before he read him : a caft of his eye on 
the contents of the theorems feemed to be fuf- 
iicicnt to make him matter of them. He 
twice reprefented the city of Cambridge* in 
partiament and was highly favoured by queen 
Anne and George ift. Several of his works 
mark a profundity of thought that attonifhed 
the moft lear'ned; and a famous mathemati- 
l*tan on the continent thus exprefied himfelf to 
an Englifhman who vifited him. ^* Does Mr.' 
^^ Newton eat or drink or fleep like other 
** men ? I reprefent him to myfelf as a ce- 
*' leftiai being entirely difengaged from mat- 
*• ter." However his learned rcfcarches did 
not divert him from religion: there was no 
book he ftudicd with more attention than the 
bible; nor was there ever any man better qua- 
lified than this prince of philofophers to exa- 
mine its evidences. But inftead of expofing 
the bible he declared he found more internal 
marks of authenticity in it than in any profane 
author. The ingenious Halley having once 
thrown out fome refle£tions on Chrift ianity in 
jhe prcfcnceof.Sir Ifaac; this great man ftop- 
pcd him (hort by the following words. "Dr. 
' * . « Halley 
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*' Hailcy, I am always glad to hear you when 
•* you fpeak about aftronomy or other parts of 
•* mathematics> bccaufe that is a fubjeft you 
" have ftudicd and well underftand: but you 
•* Ihould not talk of Chriftlanity, for you have 
" not ftudied it nor do you know any thing 
•' of the matter' Y^^- This reprimand would 
be well defervcd by other men of abilities and 
knowledge who afperfe Chriftianity ; tho' they 
never had leifure, nor opportunity, nor per- 
haps inclination to examine its evidences. Thii 
eminent philofopher was pious, mild,* a lover 
of peace and free from vanity. His difcovc- 
ries concerning the frame and fyftcm of the 
univerfe were applied by him to demonftrate 
the being, power and wifdom of God: and 
he wrote a treatife to prove that the prophecy 
of Daniel's weeks was fulfilled in Chnft. The 
amiable quality of modefty ftands confpicuous 
in the charafter of this great man's mind and 
manners. He never fpoke of himfelf in fuch 
a manner as to give the mod malicious ceo- 
furers the lead occafion even to fufpeft him 
•of vanity. He was candid and affable, did 
-not affume any airs of fuperiority over his af- 
fociates, nor think his merit or his reputation 

• fufRcient to excufe him from any of the com- 
mon offices of focial life. Tho* attached to 
the church of England he condemned the per- 
fecution of the non-conformifts, judged of 
men by their conduft, and the true fchifmatics 
in his opinion were the vicious and the wicked. 
The diforder of which he died was fuppofed 

•to be the ftone in the bladder, which was ac 
times attended with fuch fevere paroxyfms as 
to occafion large drops of fwcat to run down 

(kj Biosraph: Brit: life of Emlyn near the eni. 
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}\\s (ace i in which trying cafes he never was 
heard to uccer the leaft complaint tior to ex« 
prefs the lead impatience. Herman Boerbave Botrhav^ 
a Dutchman was diftinguifhed for learning, for '^*^ 
medical fkill, for piety and Chriftian endow- 
ments. At his Brft fetting out in life he taught 
mathematics to obtain a neceflarj^ fupporti 
but his abilities ^d character fpread his fame 
throughout the world, and enabled him not 
only to be t>ountiful but to leave at his death 
above two hundred thoufand pounds fterliog. 
The knowledge and learning of this great 
man however uncommon held in his chacadter 
but the iecoiid place; his virtue Was more un^ 
common than his literary attainments. He 
^as an admirable example of piety, humility^ 
temperance and other virtues. He aflfcrted oil 
all occafions the divine authority of the Scrip- 
tures; the excellence of Chriftianity was the 
frequent fubjed of his coriverfation. As foon 
as be rofe in the morning it was his practice 

. to retire for an hour to private prayer and me^ 
dilation i which^ as he often. told his friends, 
gave him fpirit and Vigour in the bufihefs o^ 
the day. Religion was the bafis of all his 
virtues and the principle of his whole conduct* 
Mc was loo fenfiblc of his own weakhcfs to 
afcribe any thing to himfelf, or to conceive he 
could fubdue pafHon or withfland temptation 
by his own natural power : he attributed every 
good thought and every laudable a6tion to the 

^ goodnefs of God. Bebg once aflccd by a 

"^ uiend who haci often admired his patience 
under great provocations, whether he had evef 

iVbcen under the influence of an^cr or by what 
means he entirely fupprefTcd that impetuous 
and ungovernable pafllon? He anfwered that 

\ he was naturally quick of refinement; but 

£ e that 
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that he had by daily prayer and medJtiittdn at 
length attained a maftery over himfclf. He 
never thought it ncceffary to confore calunf^ny 
and detraftion ; " they are fparks," faid he, 
«* which if you do not blow will go out of 
** themfelves. The foreft remedy againftfcan- 
** dal is to live it down by perfeverance in well 
** doing, and by praying to God that he would 
•« cure the diftempercd mrnds of thofc who 
" traduce and injure us." A diligent imita- 
tion of the example of our Saviour he often 
declared to be the foundation of true tran- 
quility. He was Kberal ib the drftrefled but 
without oftentation. He often obliged his 
finends in fuch a manner that they knew not 
tinlefs by accident to whom they were indebt- 
ed. He was particularly attentive in his pro- 
feflion and ufcd to fay, that the life of a patient 
if trifted with or neglefted. would one day be 
required at the hand of the phyfician. He 
called the poor his bed patients ; for God, faid 
he, is their paymaftcr. In converfacion he was 
.cheerful and inftruftive, promoted every end of 
focial intercourfe and bore an affli^ivc and 
lingering illncfs with conftancy and^firmneft. 
What is moft ftriking in his character was that 
far from being made impious by philofophy, 
proud by his wealth, vain by his knowledge 
or by virtue, he afcribcd his abilities to the 
bounty and all his goodnefs to the grace of God. 
May his example, fays Dr. Jobnfon his biogra- 
pher, extend its influence to lys admirers and 
followers ! May thofe who ftudy his writings 
imitate his life and thofe who endeavour after 
•his knowledge afpire likewife to his piety? 
A«i«^ifon, Mr. Addifon wrote elegantly in Latin and 
'7*^ Englifli, in profe and vcrfe -, and his morals 

were 
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wcfc as purfc as his ftile was ele^t On l\id 
return from Italy he was appointed one of the 
Lords CommifTioners for trade ; in 170$! w^s 
made fecretary to the Lord Lieutenant of Ire* 
land> and in 17 17 advanced to the high, 
office of iccrctary of ftatc. He poflefTed a 
con&derable knowledge of men and books> 
and happily employed this knowledge on the 
fide of religion and virtue. His writings have 
been of great ufe to the world, and his Evi- 
dences of Chriftianity not the lead fb. Dr. 
Johnfon thus dofcribes his character as a wri- 
ter. " He employed wit on the fide of reli- 
^\ gion and virtue. He not only made tl)c 
** proper ufe of wit himfelf> but taught it to 
«^ others : and from his time, it has been ge- 
** nerally fubfervicnt to the caufe of virtue 
/* and truth. He has diflipated the prejudice 
" that long conneded checrfulnels with vice 
" and eafincfs of manners with laxity of 
" principles. He has reftored virtue to its 
<^ dignity and taught innocence not to be 
<^ afhamed. This is an an elevation of litera* 
*^ ry charaftcr above all the Greek, above all 
" Roman fame. As a teacher of wifdom he 
^* may be confidently followed. His religion 
'^ has nothing in it enthudaftjc or fuperftitious; . 
'* be appears neither weakly credulous, not 
*< wantonly fccptical: his morality is neither 
" dangeroufly lax nor >imprafticably rigid." 
The following lines of Addifon exprefles the 
pleafure he enjoyed in contemplating his future 
cxift^nce. " The profpcft of a future ftate 
«* is the fecret comfort and refrcftiment of my 
<< foul. It is that which makes nature look 
*' cheerful about me, doubles all my plcafures 
^' and fupports me under all my afflictions. I 
^^ gan look at disappointments and misfortunes, 

, Ec2 pain. 
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*« pain, fickncfs and death Itfelf with mdiffer- 
, " cncc; fo long as I keep in view the pleafures 
^» of eternity and the (late of bei'ng in which 
«* there will be no fears nor apprehenfions, 
*' pains nor forrowh." Nor was this mefe 
talk. Immediately before his death he (ent 
for Lord Warwick a youth nearly related to 
him and finely accomplilhed, but irregular in 
principle and conduct:; on whom his pious in- 
ftruftions and example had not the defired ef- 
fc6b. The youth approached his bed and after 
a decent and proper paufe faid, ** Dear Sir ! 
" you lent for me: I believe and hope you 
"have fome commands: I (hall hold them 
" moft dear." Addffon grafping the youth's 
hand faid fofdy /ee in what peace a Cbrijlian can 
die ! he fpoke with difficulty and fbon expired. 
Maciaarin, Colin Maclaurin a Scotchman was one of the 
'^**'* moft profound as well as moft ingenious man 
that ever lived in any age or nation. Having 
accidentally met with Euclid's Elements at the 
age of 12 he in a few days became mafter of 
the firft fix books without any afliftance; ^t 
the age of 1 6 he invented many propoficions 
of his Geometria Organica ; was appointed a 
profcflbr of mathematics in Aberdeen at ig; 
and fpon became a favourite with Newton, 
Clarke and other iiluftrious philofophers. In 
all his mathematical ftudies he aimed at being 
ufeful, and often employed his deep, fubtlc 
and inventive powers for the benefit of man- 
kind; in conftrufling or perfcfting machines 
for improving manufadlures, working mines, 
conveying water, guaging veffels &c. &c. 
His philofophical knowledge he employed in 
demonftrating the being and attributes of God 
aganft materialifts and metaphyficians: nor was 
he lefs ftrcnoous in defending revealed religion 

when- 
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whenever it was attacked in writing or conver- 
fation. Surely a Voltaire, a Rouflfeau or a 
Gibbon were as inferior to him in mental pow- 
<^rs as they were in bodily ftrength to Hercules 
or Sampfon ! However, acute parts and ex- 
teniive learning were in Maclaurin but inferior 
qualiries; he was ftill more nobly diHinguiihed 
ffom the bulk of mankind by the qualities of 
bis heart and by his seal to propagate truth, 
religion and virtue among mankind. He was 
pious without affedlacion, poflefled univerfal 
benevolence and an uncommon warmth and 
conftancy in friendfhip. We may judge of 
his faith in revelation from the fupport it af- 
forded him in his laft hours; in that diilreisful 
f^ate in which every man mufc at lafc find 
himfelf, and which only minds armed with 
virtue and chriftiaq hope can bear with dignity. 
During a tedious and painful illnefs his beha- 
viour was fuch as became a philofopher and a 
Chriftian ; calm, oheerfql and refigned : his 
fenfes and judgment remaining in full vigour 
till within a few hours of his death. Lord Lyttieton, 
Lyttleton attained, confiderablc eminence as a ^'^^^' 
writer both in profe and yerfe ; and was fupe- 
rior to moft writers in integrity and foundnefs 
pf underftanding. His fmall trad on the con- 
verfion of St Paul does honour to his urMJer- 
ftanding as well as to the caufe of Chriftianity: 
the unbeliever has never been able to febricate 
a fpecious anfwer to it. His father, having 
read it, wrote his fon the following letter, " I 
'* have read your religious treatife with infinite 
^* pleafurc and fatisfattion. The ftile is fine 
<* and clear, the arguments clole, cogent and 
♦* irrefiftible. May tl^c king of kings whofc 
** glorious caufe you have fo well defended re- 
*< ward your pious labours, and grant that I 

** may 
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♦* may be found worthy thro* the meritf of 
" Jcfus Chrift to be an eye witncfs of that 
<< happinefs which I do not doubt he wHl 
^* bountifully bcftow upon you. In the mean 
** time I (hall never ceafe glorifying God for 
" having endowed you with fuch uleful talents 
" and given me (6 good a fon." Lord Lyttlc- 
ton thus exprcfled himfelf to the phyHcian 
who attendtfd him ihcvtly before his death. 
" When I firft fct out in the world I had friends 
*^ who endeavoured to (bake my belief in the 
** Chrifdan religion. I faw difficulties which 
<* ftaggered me : but I kept my mind open 
" to conviftion. The evidences and doftrines 
^* of Chriftianity ffildied with attention made 
*^ me a mofc firm and perfuaded believer of 
^< the Chfifcian religion. I have made it the 
** rule of my life and it is the ground of my 
♦* future hopes. I have erred and finned; but 
*' have repented and never indulged any vi- 
. *^ clous habit. In politics and public life I 
" have mad^ public good the rule of my con- 
" dud ; I never gave councils which I did not 
•« at the time think the beft. I have feen that 
*« I was lometimes in the wrong; but I did 
*^ not err defignedly. I have cndeavcrured in 
*' private life to do all the good in my power, 
" and never for a moment could indulge ma- 
*f licious or unjufc defigns upon ^ny perfon what- 
*' ever." On the evening of his death when 
Lord and Lady Valcntia came to vifit him, he 
gave them his folemn benediction and faid, ie 
goody be virtuous J my Lord; you mujl come to thisy 

It rsiiev- Our Saviour's words, I was in prifon and ye 
«r;i>;. came unto me point out the duty of vifitmg 

(0) This (edlioa fiipuld be infiprted at p. 15a. 
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and relieving the wretched inhabitants of p(i* 
ions. This duty never was performed with ib 
niuch zeal and fucrefs as by the late Mr. 
Howard who fpenc the greater part of his life 
in viGting all the prifons and hofpitals of Eu- 
rope i to render them falubrious and to mc^ 
liprate the condition and morals of the prifo- 
ners and patients. He was attached to reli- 
gion and afpired to its rewards. A little be- 
fore the lad time of his leaving England 
when a friend expreflcd his concern at parting 
from him left they Ihould never meet again, 
he cheerfully replied, we (hall foon meet in 
heaven: and as he rather expeftec) to die of 
the plague in Egypt he added, the way to 
heaven prom Grand Cairo is as near as from 
London. He faid he was perfedUy eafy ai; 
the event and made ufc of the words of Fa- 
ther Paul who, when his phyficians told him 
he had not long to live, (aid, // is well, 
whatever phafes God fleafes me. Of his cha* 
rafter and pious labours Dr« Aiken fpeaks in 
the following terms. " Among thofe truly 
.** illuftrious perfons who in the feveral age$ 
y and nations of the world have marked their 
*' track thro' life by a continued courfe. of 
** doing good, few have been fo diftingi^ufhed 
** either by the extent of the good produced, 
*' or the purity of motive and energy of cha- 
«* rafter exhibited in the procefs of doing it 
«* as the late John . Howard. To have 
" adopted the caufe of the prifoner, the fick 
^< and the deftitute not only in his own coun* 
" try, but throughout Europe ;— <— to have 
" confiderably alleviated the burthen of pre- 
y fent mifery among thole unfortunate clafles, 
** and at the fame time to have provided for 
*^ the reformation of the vicious, and the pre- 

" ventioa 
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. ...^ . ven^oo of future crimes w^C9ls^l^l&^mm^ 
' f' to have been inftrutncntal in the aftqal cf- 
^^ t^bli(hment of many plans of humanity aqd 
** utilityi ^nc} to have laid the foundation for 
^* much more improvement hereafter i---*-* 
♦* and to have done all this as a private un-^ 
^< aided individual, ftruggling with toils, dan- 
** gers and difficulries which might have ap* 
^* pallpd the mpft relblute, is fqrely 4 range 
^* of beneficepce yrhiph (carcdy ever before 
** came withip the cbovpaf^ of 'one tnan*s 
** exertions." " I eannot name this gentle- 
^* man," fays Edmund 3urke, ** without rc- 
** marking th^t his Ijiboiirs ^nil writings havp 
' f * dope much rq open the eyf s and hearts of 
?* of mankind. He vjfited all Europe, 
*' not to furvey tl^e fiimptuoufncfs of palaces 
f* or the ft^telinefs of temples y not to make 
*' accurate meafurcmepts or the remaiqs of ap- 
^' cienf grandeur ; por to fqrm a fcale of the 
f* curiofity of modern art 5 nor to colleft me- 
f^ dais or collate manufcripts : — ^but to dive 
** into the depths of dungeons 5 to plungp 
** into the infc6lion of hofpitals^ to furvey 
** the manfions of forrow and pain; to takp 
•^ gage and dimcnfions of mifery, deprefliop 
" and contenipt ; Jio remember the forgotten ; 
^* to attend the neglefted, to vifit the forfa- 
" ken and compare and collate the dittrefs 0/ 
*' all men in all countries. His plan is orW\- 
*' nal : it is full of, genius as it is of humani- 
*^ ty. It was a voyage of difcovcry j a ci^"- 
" cumnavigation of charity. Ajready the be- 
^' ncfit of his labours is Tclt more or le(s iij 
^^ every country : I hope he will anticipate hi^ 
*' final reward by feeing all its cfFefts fut|y 
** realized in his own*'. 



^BBSSSSSSSm 



^ir*<j» ' 



INDEX 



hm^i^mmmmmmmmmmmmmmt 



^BASGI, cflfeas of Chriftianity on them, p. 204. 
Abubeker, Mahomet's fucceflbr, p. 298. His valuable qiial^ 
ities, p.' 308. . 

Acacius^ it bifhop, (bU church*plate to redeem caj^ivesi p. 

149. . 
^dalgaripf, an apoftle of the northern natiors^ p. 228. 

Adrian ad. prqtc^ed I^ewis ad, againft the king of Hungaiys 

p. 157. 
Kabizi Agem a learned Turk fuiFered martyrdom for Chrif- 

fianitjr, p. 314. ^ 

Aidan) a learned and pious Irifhman employed by Ofwald in 

inftru£ting his fubjeda in evangelical truth, p. 194. 
AUric, the Chriftian tho' fierce more mitd than Rhadagifus 

the Pagan, p. 198. 
Alcuinus, his teftimony to the learning and piety of the Irifhi 

P- '93- 
Alexander the Great, effe^s of religion on his conqueftsy 

p. 22. . . . 
^Ifred the Great, effeAs of Chriftianity on his laws^ p- 179* 

encouraged Iriflimen to propagate letters in Britain| p« l^i* 
^Iphcofus a Spanifli iMripce% his piety and yirtueS)^ p* 202. 

^ ^mbrofcy 
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Ambrofe, bifliop of Milan, obliged Theodoflus to do pen- 

- nance for the tnailacre at Theualontca, p. 105. meliid 
the Chtirch plate for the ranfom of captives, p^ 148. re- 
commended the care of widows and orphans, p. 15s. and 
difltiaded Maximus from feizing on the crown of Valco- 
' tinian a minor, p. 154 

Anglefea, men facrificed in that ifle before their converlioa, 
p. 176. 

Angola, its inhabitants in a Ihocking ftate before their con- 
verfion, p* 251. 

Anfgarius, the chief apoftle of the northern nations^ p. 58, 
327, 238, 230* efFeeta of^his pietjs pm^228« 

Antoninus Pius,«his teftinpLony \q thip kinqcence of the priou- 
tive Chriftians, p. 52. 

Arabs, efFefts of Chriftianitv on them, p. 170, 

Ariftander, Alexander the Great's foothfayer, p. 22. 

Ariftotle, his4aws dcfedive, p. 336. his maxim relative to 
flaves, p. 141- 

Armenian?, effeSs of Chriftianity on them, p. 173, 

AiTociation for dilcountcnancing vice &c, p. 269* 

Atheifm, its innocence not proved by Bayle, p. 36 1. 

Athelftan recommended the redemption of flaves for the love 
of God, p. 150. , 

Attacotti, Britifh cannibals, p. 187. 
•Attalus, a Chriftian martyr,, p 51. 

Attila, king of the Huns, his violence reftrained by the piety 
. of biihop Leo, p. 1 13. 

St. Auguftine broke the facrcd utenfils for the redemption of 
captives, p. 148. and exerted himfelf in relieving widows, 
» orphans and other difireiTed pcrrons,p, 152, 

B 

Bardefanes a famous Syrian heretic, his teftimony to the happy 
t cfFc£b of tlie Gofpel, p. 174. 

Bafilius a pious emperor, efFedl of his piety, p. 132. 
.Bathildis a pious queen, prohibited the fale of meo^.p. 147. 
" Bayle, his falfe opinion and falfe arguments as to the inefficac? 
. of religion, p. {^61. 

Bede, his teftimony to the virtues and learning of the Iiifh, 
f p. 189, ... 

Bergerus Jarlus of Sweden, his piety and virtues, p. 234. 

prohibited the fale of men, p. 147. 
.B^, effects of Chriftianity on them, p. ig^ 

Bogorcs a Heathen prince, how. be bcc^une captivated with a 
^ pious miffionary, p. 222* 

Bohemians, 
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Bohemians^ their (hocking ftate before their conterfion) p. o^su 
Boleflaus ift of Poland, a pious prince prote&ed the weak 

againft the powerful, at law, p. 165. 
Boleflaus a Poliih kipg, an inftance of his wickedncf$, p. 339, 
Boniface or Winnifred, the chief apoftle of Germany, 

p. 205. murdered by the Frifians whom he wiihed to con** 

vert, p. aci6. 
^onzas, or Japanefe priefts maintained the iick and needy to 

be odious tx> the gods9 p. abS. • 
Br icons, their mocking ftate before their converfioa, p. 1754 
' the effe£b of Chriftianity on their manners and laws, p. 

177. tffcSt% of firitifli miffions to the Kaft Indies, p. 25 )• 
Butgarians, their iliecking ftate before their converfion, p. saa, 
furgundians, their ftate before their conv^rftoa, p. aoy. 



Callicratidas a philofopher, his unjuft idea relative to women, 
p. 12B. 

Calvinifm not chargeable with turbulence, p, 400, 

Camden's tcftimony to the learning of the lri(h, p. 790. 

Canary iflands, natives idolatrous and cruel before their con* 
verfion, p. 351. 

Canute fon of Eric, his piety and virtues, p. 233, 

Canute king of England, his piety and virtues, p. 64, i8l. 

Gafidiir of Poland, a religious prince renounced the pradice 
o^ robbing the fliip wrecked, p. 169. 

Charibert king of Neuftria, excommunicated for difbandiDg 
bis wife, p 73. 

Chariclea and Tbeagenei, a famous Greek novel, p. 129. 

Charles of Sweden, his ptety and virtues, p. 233. 

Chtndafwinthus, a pious king prohibited the niuxdcr of chiU 
drei), p. 81. proceed the weak againft the powerful in 
fuits at law, p. 163. his laws founded on Chriftian prin- 
ciples, p, 217. 

Charlemage the emperor, his piety and endowments, p. 2og^ 
required juft weights and juft meafurcs on Scripture autho- 
rity,p. 118. enjoined bifeops to proteft the oppreiTed, p. 162. 
f d fee the caulesof widows and orphans decided juftly and 
cxpeditioufly, p 164. reconnimended hofpitality, p. 135, 
required mahumiflion to be performed in churches, p; 143, 
folicited the acqtiaintance of foreign princes that he might 
niore eafily prevail on them to fuccour the necffijous, p. 
SIX 2. his Chriftian humility, p. 64. His laws founded on 

Chivalry, 
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■»...«.,> what? effeflsof it, p. I0t>. , . , 

Cholula, (hocking ufls there btibre ihc converiion of ihs peo- 
ple, p. 350. 

Ctinftiant(y) in cScSti on the Uws of various nalion?, p. 175, 

■ MO, 9131 ll5t 2i6, liT* fcf its tendency ande^cfis^ 
tbe lable of CoJitenlSt ch: iii. 

Cbriflianity ^nd Mahomctanifm compared, p. 309. 

Chftft and Mshamec compared, p. jit. 

CbiifiiuK, th<.tr virtues admitied hy the Heathens Pliof inJ 
Julian, p 50. CtiriAidii princes Icfs vicious than liuir. 
Heathen piedecFfTorf, p. ]C4' in Chrillian ftitcs fewEi 
kings affaffinatetl and fewer revolmions than in Heathen na- 

. tion!, p. iO(. wars of Chriftians lels conAaot and lila 
blooilv ilun thofe of Hcaihtns p. 95. 

ChiyfLftum, a pious bifhop recommend;d building of hofpi- 
tals, p 134. exhorted ihi; eirperor Aicadius to reform 
atiufeif, p. 1 06. and reprobated a wicked law of llie cm* 
prefs £uctox:a, p. 162. 

Columba, the lounder of the mon^ftic order called CuldcfSi 
p. 188, 1 9+. 

Columbanui^ a learned and pious Hibernian, p. 18S. eic^ 
bofpicals in various pans o( the Coniineni, built monaJIerin 
. in France and Italv, p. 195. reproved popes and prino^ 
p. 194. was bfat and baniflied by the Pagan Euigundijos 
whom he was labQurlng to convcit, p. 20S 

Congo, JhocLingads theig before the natives were conveitedj 
p. 250. 

Conftantine ift Chtiflinn emperor, bis pious epiftle to Sapor 
p. 1^4. ciFcied lewards for faving the lives of captiveSi p. 
97. his Chfiftian humihiy, ?■ 63. his large donations » 
the poor, p. l:ji. he deftroyed a temple of Venus and li* 
impure rites iheie, p. 69- pruhibited eju£lion on Ins fuh- 
}eib, p. 158- enouragcd emancipation and aliowcd tne 
ceremony tu be pi-rfc-rnied on SunHays, p. 1^. 

Cuidecs, an irifti order of pious and gcoJ monks, p. 193. 

Cyprian, a biftiO|', his piety and goodncls, p. 131. 

Cyril bilhop of Jcrulalem, his piety and icndernels to thepooTt 
p. 132. his attention to grangers, p. 1,34. 

Cyril and Meihudiiif, two pious and learntd men of Conftm- 
tinople converted the Moiavians and Bohf mians and imeni- 
ed an alphabet for ihem, p. fS, 223. 
D 
Dagol'-ert the ifi:, was reformed in his mor'als by a piws 
hijbop, 74. And expunged from his Lws(cveiy thing w- 
confillent wi:h Ciirifiianiiy, p. aoj'. j 
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Danes, their (hocking ftate before their converfion, p. t^ 
So haf d hearted that they never wept 'till foftened bf s 
pSou' Chriftian p. 229. 

Dariifli mifflons to the Eaft Indies, efFcSs of them, p. 253. 

Dda Hoel a pious prince of WaleS) tScGts of hispietyf p« 

183. 
Dcift*?, not peaceable, p. 398. 

Deo Gratias a pious bifhop, fold the church plate for the re. 

ieniipti'on of captives p. 150. Other efFcfts of his piety, 

ibid. 
Djonyfius bifliop of Rome redeemed captives from the Goths, 

.p. 14S. , 

Dungal a learned and pious Hibernian, a favourite of Char* 

lemagne, p. 193* 

Dunftan archbifhop of Canterbury, reproved king Edgar 

and obliged him to do pennance for defiling a virgin, p. 

76. And afterwards protefbed Edgar's fon who was a 

minor againft bis ftepmother, p. 155. 

E ■ ■ 

Ebba an abbefs, cut off her nofc and lips to prefer ve her 

chaftity, p. 126. 
Kbbo, a learned and pious northern apoftle, p. 227, 22R. 
'Edgar, his canons tended to promote piety and morality, p* 

179. ' ■ 

Egino, an extraordinary effett of his pious exhortations p« 229. 

Edmund a pious king, effeSs of his piety, p. 179. 

Egica, liis humane law for flaves, p.. ,146. 

Elizabeth of Portugal, her piety and virtues, p. 247. 

• 'General Eileot thanked by parliament for his humanity to the 

officers and foldiers of the enemy at Gibraltar, p. 100. 
Emancipation, numerous inftances of it on religious princi« 
pl6s, p. 141. 

Enham, council of prohibited the fale of men, p. 147. 
Epiphanius a bifhop fpent his whole fortune in relieving the 

(hipwrecked. p. 167. 
Eric of Auxerre, his tefUmony to the learning of the Irifh, 

p. 190, 
Eric a pious king of Sweden who fucceeded Suercher, cf- 

fe6bof his piety, p. 232. 

• Eric his grandfon, effefts of Chriftianity on him, p. 2^3* 
Ethelbert, the firft northern prince who committed laws to 

writing, p. 177 
- Ethelred, a council held in his reign encouraged piety and 
virtue, p. i8o, 

Ethchvold 
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EthdwoU bifhop of Wkurhefter, his piety ami theefiefls// 

ir, p. 1^2. 
Ethiopians cfFedls of Chrifiianity on thetny p. i/l* . . 
£v«:nus icing of Scotland; his impure law rq>caled by the 

pioug queen Maigarct^ p. 165. 



Fcrnandus* an extraordinary iqftance of his piety, p* ao«« ' 
Flavian biihop of Ant^och, the happy eiFeds uf his piety in 

refttaiiiing the violence of the emperor Tbtfodofius, p. no. 
Franks^ their (hocking ftaie before their convernori) p. 206.' 

French nation, their opinion of the e;zpe«tienGy of neligiosi 

Tredciick the emperor, happy effcGts of his piety, p. 165. 

prote&ed the Weak in courts of law, p, i6s* 
jFrede:ick 2c! ki g of PruiBaT a ftrong iuftance of mental 

weaknef a'^d vanity, p. 24S. 
Frifians murdered the pious VVillihrord who wifhed to convert 

thc.Ti, p. 'iob. 
Frumentius a pious and good man converted the Ethiopians) 

p 17a. 
Fulco a pious biibop reconciled Chatles the fiinple and OthO) 

p. 98. admonilhed the empreis Rechildis to amend her lifci 

p. io8. 

G. 

Gauls, their fliocTcing ftate before their converfion, p. 2c6. 
Geloiu> tlicir barbarous ftate before their converfion, p. zci^, 
Geo: 31I of England, his piety probably prote&ed his king- 
dom againft iiifurredion, p. 182. 
Germans, their fhocking ftate before their converfion, p. 205. 
Getae or Goths, their shocking ftate before their converfion, 

P- A96. 

Gcyfa king of Hungary, efFefts of his piety, p. 242. 

Giiibon, his error concerning monaftic inftitutions and the ef- 
lefts of Chriftianity, p. 394. his inconfift. ncy in refpe«S 
to Mahomet's creed, p 332* his opinion of the Alexan" 
drian library controverted, p. 319. his error relative 10 the 
caufes of the fall of the Roman empire, p. 361. allovss 
Chriftianity to have been ufeful, p. 402. 

Gladiators, their fii^hts reftrained by the Gofpel, p. 83. 

Gordas king of the Hun<, murdered by his fubje£ls for de* 
ftroying their idols, p. 203, 

Grrelr? 
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Greeks expofed or murdered children^ p; 79. ftrangen to 
chariub]e inftitutions before their con veriion) p. 136. 

GTeenlandy the shocking ftate of the Pagans before they ar^ 
converted, p. 261. 

Gregory the Great emancipated his own flaves oil a religious 
principle, p. 142. allowed the facred utenilh to be fold on 
urgent occaiions, p. 150. protedled widows and orphansy 
p. 153. reftrained vCxadions, p. 159. fent miffionaries ta 
convert the £n£lifh> p. 176. 

Gregory of Tours, a pious bifhop recommended the relief of 
the poor againft wicked judges, p. 164. advifed other hi- 
fhops to reprove wicked kings, p. 107. reproved Chilperic^ 
p. 107. reft rained e]ta£bioils, p. 159. 

Gregory 4th protedled king Lewis againft his rebellious fubv 
j^s, p. J56. 

Gregory 7th exhorted feveraT kings to piety aiid charitjr, p# 
108, reprobated the cuftom of robbing the fhipwrecked^ 
p. 16*. 

H. 

Halftan a Swedifh king, efFe£b of his piety, p. 232/ 
Haquin a Heathen king of Norway facrificed his two fons to 

obtain a viSory over Harold, p^ 230. 
Heathenifm, good effects of it in the hands of wife men, p. 

1 1, evil tendency of the popular religion of the Greek% 

Romans, Egyptians &c. fee table of Contents, ch: i. 
Heathens, their laws lefs humane than thofe of Chriftians, p^ 

341. fourc.es of their virtues, p. 356. their morals ia 

their degenerate ftate, p. 358. 
Hedwigis dutchefs of Poland, effefts of her piety, p. 240. 
Heruli, their (hocking condition before their conv^rfion, 

p. 204. 
Hincmar a pioUs bifhop freely reproved Lewis 3d of Frtince, 

p. ic8. exhorted Lewis of Hungary not to fu£fer exadUon, 

p. 160. 
Honorius 4th, bifhop of Rome forbad exaction except on 

(irgent occafions, p, i6o. 
Hofpitals, not one in the Heathen world, p. 139,^ 
tdottentots, their (hocking fhte until they are civilized by the 

Moravians, p. 264. 
Hungarians, their fhocking ftate befbre they vrcre converted, 

p. 3141. 
Huns, their (hocking condition before their converfioif) 

p. 203, . .• r 

Jagello 




D a Be»l^e^ sni dute of Litbosnia was baptized by tU 

nwBC of Ubiiiilaus and convened his fubjefls, p. 34^. 
Ina kins rf <tie '^'tfi Saxons, cffr-£ts of his piccy, p i;8 
IrcBd, Eaft, gnod cffefli ot protcftant mtifions there, p. iji, 
la^dbciiDi couocil of, exconununicated the icbelliom fubjifb 

•f Lewii^th, p. 156 
logo king of SwetlcTi, effects of his piety, p. 231. 
IntoWuKC of the Jews was political, p. 376. {o was that nf 

the Heaihens, p. .^76. bad cffeiEii of Intoleranre, p. jPS. 
St. John the evangtlift, hi^ exertions to reform a pwfligaieand 

a r bber, p. 1 1 J. 
John 'he almoTfi happv In rrconciling differences, p. tS, 
John 8ih protcfted Charles ihe Bald againft the king of Ger- 

miJij, p 157- 
John of Matt-a, founder of ihc Trinitarian monks for the jc. 

demplion of captives, p. 151, 
J-Jin M of Arrstgpn, effects of his piety, p. 164. 
Jo-ifts, cruel fports reprobated hy the clergy, p. 86. 
Iriib, their (hocking ftate before their convedion, p. 1S6/ 

thcit learning and piety afterwards, p. 18S, Sec. builthof- 

pitiTs on the continent, p. 195. 
Irminfula, a tremendous idol of the Saxons btfots tbeirton- 

verfion, p. B20. 
Judaim, fee table of Contents, cli: ii. 
Julian, the Heathen emperor's teftimony to the virtues of rfn 

Chriftiars, p. 52. 
Ivo, a pious bi(bop fubmitted to be deprived of his hifliopric 

rather than confent to an adulterous marriage of king Phi* 

Hp. P- 73- 
Jufliiiian, a rehgious emperor allowed churches to alieniK 

their efta;es for the rciiempiion of captives, p. 150. difcoil' 
raged impurity of manners, p. jfo, 

K 

Koran, fee table of Contents, ch: n: on Mahometanlfm. 

L 

Ladlflaus king of Hungary, happv eif^as of his piety, p. 244. 
Laiins murdcied children, p. ?<)! 

Lnvwj^ivcrs of antiquitv all of them rcco.-naicnded fome reli- 
gion, p. II, la, ij. 



INDEX. 

Laws 6f Mofes t)referable to thofe of Heathen lawgiv^i^ pt 
333. Laws ot Chriftians more humane than thofe of Hea-* 
then!(, p 341* efFe£l:8 of Chriftianity on the laws of tl^ii 
Anglo -aaxons, p. 177. on the laws of the Vifigoths, p^ 
216. on the laws ot the Lombards and Bavarians, p. 21& 
on the laws of Charlemagne and Lewis the pioUs, p. 210. 

Leo bifhop of Rome reftrained the violence of Attila king of 
the Huns and of Genferic king of the Vandals, p. I JJ. 

Lewis the pious, his chara£ter, p. 213. his eood laws, p^ 
210* required expedition in deciding the caufes of widows^ 
orphans and poor, p. 165. enjoined bifliops to proted th<t 
w^ak againfl- the oppreffion of the powerful, p. 162, 164^ 

Lewis 9th, his piety and virtues, p. 213. his anfwer to Join« 
vilie who fpoke lightly of vice, p« 214. 

Lithuanians, their (hocking ftate before their converfioo^ 
p. 248. 

Livonians, eSc&s of Chriftianity on them, p. 247 

Lombards, cfle£b of Chriftianity on their laws^ p.. aiS. 

Lucretia lefs praifeworthy than ceitain Chriftian matronSi pi 
126. 

M . . . 

Macedonius a pious anchoret, his forcible fpeecti tuft the iA« 

habitants of Antioch, p. no. 
Malgnus Smeek of Sweden difcouraged fervitude on a relinous 

principle^ p. 143. 
Mahomet and Mahometanifm^ fee table of Contents, ch: iv. 
Margaret of Scotland, effefts of her piety, p. 185. 
Martin 4th prote£bed Alphonfus againft his rebellious fubjefbi 

P- ^57- 
Mafcon,' 2d council required biftlops to prote<^ widows and 

orphans, p. 164. 

Matilda the queen, her piety and virtues in Germany, p. 206« 

Maxentius an impure monfter; a Chriftian matron chofe death 
rather than comply with the defires of that emiperor, p. 1 24. 

Maximin the emperor, a lafcivious tyrant refifted by a Chrif- 
tian matron, p. 1 24. 

Mayence, the council recommended the care of widows and 
orphans, p. 15 3. 

Methodius and Cyril invented an alphabet for the Bulgaiians^ 
Moravians and Bohemians, p. 58. how the former became 
a fnvourite with a Heathen prince, p. 222, 

Mexicans, their (bricking ftate before their converfion, p. 250% 

MiceQaus of Poland, deftroyed idols, p. 2^« 

Mie/ko k'mg of Silefiat effeas of Chfiftiamty on hinj^:. sjg. 

Morality! 



INDEX. 

I 

Morality, its precepts not inveftigstted by rearcii, p. 346. fee- 
bly fupported by the moral fenfe, p. 350. by the pleafares 
and advantages generally attendant on virtue, pw 353, by 
tlie love of fame and laws of honour, p. 355. 

Moravians, their ftate before their converfion, p. 212. 

Mofaic code, tendency and effcAs of it, fee table of Con- 
tents, ch: ii. 

Molheim, his teftimony to the learning of the Irifh, p. 191. 

N 

Kaamanes an Arab reformed by the Gofpel, p. lyi* 

Nantz, council of, excommunicated thofe who molefted the 
• fhip wrecked) p. i68. 

Nicetas a bifhop, improved the condition of die Beffi, p. 109. 

Nooman Al a Heathen king -of Hira, his wickodncfs before 
bis converfion, p. 117. another king of the fame nam^ 
an extraordinary inftance of his Chriftiah piety, p« 171. 

Norwegians, their (hocking ftate before they were CQavened, 
p. 230. 

O > 

Oden the chief god of the northern nations, his attributes 

and paradife, p. 124. 
Olavus king of Norway, his piety and virtues, p. 234. 
Omar the caliph, hi^ conquefts, p. 301. recommended 

prayer, faftiiig and charity, p. 308. his reafon for deftroy* 

ing the famous Aie;(andtian library, p. 319* 
Oracles, their tendency and efFedls, p. 15. 
Ofbern a Cantabrigian, his teftimony to the learning of the 

Irilh, p. 191. 
Ofwald prince of Northumberland, a fignal inftance of his 

piety and chanty, p 178. his hurvKiity, p. 64. employed 

Aidan a learned and pious Iriftim.a to inftruct his fubjeds 

in evangtlical truth, p. 194* 



Paraguay, fliocking ftate of its inhabitants before their con- 

verlion, p 25a. 
Paris, the 5th council rcftrained exaSion, p. 160. the 6th 

advifed the king to pioteft ividows and orphans, p. I53. 
St Patrick, a ufetul canon of his relative to the poor, p. I48« 
Paulinus, his vcrfes prove the Beffi reformed by the Gofpel, 

9 199- ' ' 

Paul us, his extraordinary piety, humility and forgivencfs, 

p. 67. . . 

Pelagius^ 
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Pelaglas a' bifliop reftrained the violence of Totilas king of 

the Oftrgoths, p. 114. . 
Pepin reproved by bifbop Lambertus for marrying AlphacU 

while his wife was ahve, p. 73. 
Perfecuticns, fee table of Contents, ch: vL 
Perfia, effeSs of Chriftianity there, p. 174. 
Petrocus a learned Briton educated in Ireland, p. 189. 
Petrus a page of the emperor Dioclefian, his fufFerings rather 

than abjure Chriftianity, p. 120, 
Philcfophers cHd not inveftigate the divine attributes, p. 344; 

nor vAoral precepts, p, 34b. unable to reform the morals 

of the Heathen^., p. 349. ancient and modern philofophers 

not peaceable, p. 398. 
Placilla the emprefs, effects of" her piety, p. 63, 
Pliny the younger, his teftimony to the virtues of. the. primi* 

tive Chriftians, p. 50 
Poles, their fhocking ftate before their converfion, p. 238. 
Pollio, his pious confefEon at his execution, p; i2i« 
Polycarp*s conftancy at his martyrdom, p. 51, his forgive* 

nefs, p. 66. the particulars of his condu£t at his execution^ 

p« iiS. 
Portugueze, effefts of Chriftianity on them, p. 247, 
Predefti nation, effefts of it in Mahometan countries, p. 324/ 
Dr. Prieftley*s ignorance of the effeft of religion, p, 390. 
Proteftant miffion?, eftefls of them, p. 253 Proteftants do 

not confine their charities to perfons of their own religion 

and nation, p. 140* 
Pruffia, cfFefts of Chriftianity there, p. 245. 

Q. 

Quadi worfliipped their fwords before their converfion, p< 238* 

R 

Recefwinthus a religious king of the Vifigoths difcouraged im- 
pure pra<%ceSy p. 70. affifted the weak againft the power- 
ful in fuits at law, p. 163. confirmed liberty to thofe who 
' were emancipated, on a religious principle, p. 144. 

Regner Lodbrog's ode marks the genius of the northern nations 
before their converfion, p 225. 

Rembertus the pious difciple o( Anfgarius fpent moft part of 
his income and fold the facred ucenfils for the redemptioh of 
captives, p. 150, 228. 

Rhegino a pious man foftened the hard-hearted Danes that 
they burft into tears from a forrow for their fins, p. 229. 

' Riqhar 
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::cled widows i:x 
p. 136. exp..:: 
Cliriftiarity wr..s 



Na 

r .. : r.i - r^nverficn, p. 22O. 

>J: . ..J .i.:s::r.:in ot the 9th cen- 

N 

■ -!.•-- c cn veriion, p. 184. 
■ s." ....:-.ir.::y and by i:s pious 

- '■?:■•.• 2rz v.rtues, p 205, 

. :c:c:e in^ir convedion, p. 238. 

Jr-u:le< :."e Ba.d agair.ll an ul'urp- 
( 

■ ■••ur"::y cr. their, p. 2Ci. 

- : • cu ^v Doleilaus kinrr of Pc'and 
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. -.0:5 or nis piery, p, i-;-. 
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oloufei council recommended to lighten taxes on the peo* 
pie, p. 160. 

4 hrandis of Norway, his piety and virtues, p 234, 

""iberius a Chriftian emperor of the 6th century, his piety and 
virtues, p 132. 

Toledo, council 3d and 8th recommended gentlenefs in refpeft 
CO taxes, p. 160, 161. the 4th anathematized turbulent 
men who confpired againft the king and recommended to 
bifhops to defend the poor againft oppreffion, p. 162. the 
6th council of Toledo prote^ed the king againft rebels and 
ufurpers, p. 156. the isth council protected the fons of 
Ervigius who were minors, p. 154; the i6th threatened 
thofe who confpired againft orphan princes p. 154, and the 
17th protcdCi^ the c^phans of Egica, p. 154. 

Totilas king of the Oftiogoths, his violence reftrained by bi- 
(hr'p Peiagius, p. 1 14. 

Tournaments reprobated by the teachers of Chriftianity, p, 86, 

Tours,. 3d council recommended to Charlemagne to reftrain 
exa^ion, p. ]6o« 

Treuga Dei, or the truce of God reftrained hoftilitles on cer- 
tain feafons and days of the year, p. 92. 

Trinitarian monks, founded for the redemption of captives^ 
p. 151. 

Tropbopius9 his oracle an e^ctraordinary impofture, p, 26. 



Valhalla, Oden's palace in Elyfium, p 225. 

Vandals, their (hocking ftate before their converfion, p. 197. 

Vedam, the Bible of the ancient Indians, p 9. 

Vidini, thfsir (hocking fute before their converfion, p. 204. 

Virgil an Irifh bi(hop of the 8th century detained by Pepin 
on account of his learning, p 189 

Virginia, (hocking ftate of its inhabitants before their convert 
(ir.n, p. 250. 

Vifigoths indebted to the Gofpel for excellent codes of laws, 
p. 216 

TTlphilas a Gothic bifliop of the 4th century invented an alpha- 
bet for the Goths and tiaiiflated the Bible into the vulgar 
tongue^ p. 57. 

Voltaire, his error relative to Judaifm, p. 32. his error in ref* 
peft to Clovis, p. 215* his error concerning the pcace- 
abienefs of philofophers and deifts, p. 398. his f^Ife charge 
on calvini(in| p. 400. admits the expediency of religion, 

p» 402* 

^ WaH 
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Wales» tBeet$ of Chriftianity theire» p. 183* 

.Walodomir of Ruffia, his cruelty and diflolateticfs before his 

converfioiH p- 3;^6. * 

Waflitiigton maintained the expedienqr of relieioiiy p. 3^ 8. « 
^Waterford, a council there liberated all Ei^Uhoien fold in 

Ireland) p. 147. 
.Willibrord a pioos i^nd learned Northumbrian educated in Ire- 

landi pt 189. converted the Frifians a fierce nation, p. a&9« 
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